
MANISTIQUE — Three sus-
pects from Bay and Saginaw
counties involved in the Dec. 9
illegal killing of a cougar
appeared on March 5 in
Schoolcraft County District Court
where they were arraigned on
warrants related to the killing.
Two of the suspects pled guilty
and the third entered a not guilty
plea.
Troy Robert Richard, 42, of

Bay City, pled guilty to the tak-
ing/possession of an endangered
species and conspiracy to take an
endangered species. He was sen-
tenced to 30 days in jail, a three-
year revocation of all hunting
privileges, $5,775 in fines, court
costs and restitution including
expenses to preserve the animal
for educational purposes. Richard
also forfeited the weapon
involved in the taking of the ani-
mal and was ordered to serve 120
hours of community service.

Theodore Robert Richard, 68,
of Munger, pled guilty to aiding
and abetting the illegal
taking/possession of an endan-
gered species and paid $1,725 in
fines and costs, had all hunting
privileges revoked for a period of
two years and received 96 hours
of community service.
Todd Anthony Richard, 43, of

Burt, pled not guilty to conspira-
cy to take/possess an endangered
species. He owns and operates a
taxidermy business in Bay
County and is a brother to Troy
Richard.
The crime occurred at the

Richards’ hunting camp in
Germfask Township near Seney
in Schoolcraft County on Dec. 9,
2013. The investigation revealed
the animal was shot from the sub-
jects’ camp when it walked into a
deer food plot and drove the deer
out while the subjects were muz-
zleloader hunting for deer. 

The animal was wounded by
Troy Richard with a centerfire
22-250 caliber rifle and it then
fled the food plot. It was tracked
and located approximately one-
quarter mile away the following
day and killed.
The investigation also

revealed Troy and Theodore
Richard then brought the animal
back to their camp where they
field dressed it and hid it. They
proceeded to cook and eat part of
the heart. They left for their
homes in Bay County shortly
after, with the animal intact but
field dressed in the back of Troy
Richard’s pickup truck. 
Troy Richard reported that he

struck a deer with his truck after
leaving the camp. He picked up
the deer, put it in a trailer with
other deer they had killed and
transported it to the Michigan
State Police post in St. Ignace
where he obtained a permit for

the roadkill deer, all while having
the cougar in the truck’s bed
under a tonneau cover so that it
could be hidden from view. DNR
investigating officers noted that
Richard had ample opportunity to
report the cougar killing at this
point, but failed to do so.
Troy Richard returned to his

residence with the cougar where
the animal was skinned and pre-
pared for mounting. The skull
was also boiled and preserved;
the remains of the carcass were
disposed of.
It was discovered that, when

the Richards learned that
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources conservation officers
knew about the poaching, they
attempted to hide the evidence at
another location. 
During the investigation, the

Richards gave many false state-
ments and had officers searching
several areas in the U.P. where
they claimed to have disposed of
the entire cougar and repeatedly
denied that they took the animal
home with them. 
The cougar hide, which had

been prepared for mounting, and
the skull were eventually recov-
ered, and the entrails of the adult
male cougar were also found at
the Richards’ camp. 
The suspects ultimately admit-

ted the crime and related it as one
of opportunity — a once-in-a-
lifetime chance to kill a cougar in
Michigan and have it mounted.
Cougars are on the Michigan
Endangered Species list and are a
protected animal that may not be
hunted.
Anyone with information on

any other poaching case may call
the DNR’s Report All Poaching
(RAP) Line 24 hours a day, seven
days a week at 800-292-7800.
Information can be left anony-
mously. Information can also be
provided online at www.michi-
gan.gov/conservationofficers. 
Information leading to an

arrest and conviction is eligible
for a cash reward funded by the
Game and Fish Protection Fund.
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BRIMLEY — Massive ice
buildup in the Great Lakes region
recently left Sugar Island residents
stranded and has left the U.S. Coast
Guard with its work cut out for them
this ice breaking season. The Great
Lakes are covered with the most
amount of ice since 1979, as 92 per-
cent of the water way is covered,
according to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Association.
With more ice to break, the possi-

bility of serious ice jams on the lakes
will increase the workload of both the
Coast Guard and shippers. Ice jams
already stopped the Sugar Island
Ferry II several days this month. The
ferry had to halt service as it was
unable to navigate the St. Mary’s
River safely as large chunks of ice
impeded the river. 
While the Coast Guard had

deployed the cutter Katmai Bay to the
region, the passage of an oil tanker
headed to Ontario only fueled the
problem. Ice built up along both sides
of the ferry docks leaving residents
stranded on the island and mainland.
At one point, residents were even
stuck on the ferry. The cutter had to
divide its time between helping the
tanker and keeping the path clear for
the ferry. 
Island resident Amber Nolan’s “I

love me some Sugar Island”
Facebook page became a hub of
activity for island commuters. 
“I honestly started the page as a

joke when I was younger, and it has

turned an awesome way for everyone
to communicate,” she said. 
Throughout the transportation cri-

sis, residents relayed ferry activity,
including various photos and videos,
via Facebook as a way of keeping
each other up to date. 
“The Island is like a big family. In

a situation like this, we all work
together on getting information out to
our friends and family who may not
have Internet and are able to follow
[Facebook],” said Nolan, a lifelong
islander. “We are also thankful to our
captains and crew for their patience.”
Islanders aren’t out of the woods

yet. As ice breaking operations begin
in the St. Mary’s this week, chances
are the ferry will once again face
down time. Anyone with a need to be
on the mainland during the next few
weeks is being advised to pack a bag
in case they get stranded. 
The Lake Carriers Association,

which represents the majority of

Great Lakes shippers, also realizes
patience will be needed once the ship-
ping season begins. The Soo Locks
are set to open on March 25, but that
doesn’t guarantee freight will begin
moving steadily. 
“We fully expect there will be sig-

nificant delays as navigation resumes.
These are the worst ice conditions
since the winter of ‘93-’94,” said
Glen Nakvasil, LCA vice president. 
“Transit times will be double or

triple their normal times and convoys
are likely.  Despite the thick ice, it is
critical the boats get moving.
Stockpiles are very low.”
The ice buildup does have a posi-

tive aspect, however. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers predicts the water
levels could rise 13 inches higher than
last year due to heavy snowpack in
Lake Superior. 
Ice breaking operations  will con-

tinue into the shipping season as
needed. 

Ice coverage impedes ferry, worries shippers

At left, the USCG Cutter Katmai Bay attempts to break the ice near
the Sugar Island Ferry. Above is the ice pack that flowed into the island
dock when it pulled away, blocking it from a return trip. Ice breaking
operations began March 10 in the Great Lakes region in preparation for
the March 25 opening of the Soo Locks. With no open water for the ice
to flow into, ice jams in the St. Marys River are likely to continue ham-
pering ferry service.  

Photos courtesy of Amber Nolan 

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News

Pair charged in illegal killing of cougar
PARADISE —

Tahquamenon Falls State Park
will host its annual ‘Maple
Sugaring Day’ at the park’s
Upper Falls area on Saturday,
March 22 from 12 to 4 p.m.
Free guided tours of the

sugar bush will take place on
the hour beginning at noon.
Participants will visit multiple
demonstration stations set up
along a hiking trail to learn
about the process of convert-
ing maple sap into syrup. The
demonstrations will include
both historical and modern
methods of making syrup.
“Maple sugaring is a great

outdoor activity for families to
enjoy in March, when the tem-
peratures start to rise and the
sap starts flowing,” said park
interpreter Theresa Neal.
“Visitors in the past have been
amazed to learn that the trees
in your own back yard can
produce this seasonal treat.”
The sugar bush demonstra-

tions will feature hands-on
activities, and maple syrup
experts will be on hand to
answer questions and provide
advice about at-home maple
sugaring. Participants will
have the chance to taste-test a
variety of homemade syrups
from the region on pancakes
served hot off the griddle.
Nature’s Kennel will offer

$25 dog sled rides during the
event. One dog sled accom-
modates one adult and one
child. Local vendors will also
have maple sugaring products
available to purchase.
The privately owned

Tahquamenon Falls Brewery
and Restaurant, located at the
Upper Falls, will be open from
10 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
For more information

about the event, contact
Theresa Neal at 906-492-3415
or visit  their website at
www.michigan.gov/tfallsedu-
cation.

“Maple Sugaring
Day” returns to 

Tahquamenon Falls

DISTRICT CHAMPS — The Brimley Lady Bays won the girls basketball districts on Feb. 28
against Cedarville, 62-39. This is their third district title in four years. The team went on to defeat
Engadine in the Class D regional semi-finals, but were ultimately defeated in the regional champi-
onship game by Posen on March 6. Photo courtesy of Dawn Recla



By DARCIE MORAN
Capital News Service

LANSING — For more than a
decade, Michigan has failed to pro-
vide proper oversight and enforce
legislative requirements for reporting
veterans’ claims and benefits, accord-
ing to a recent state audit.
Veterans officials also failed to

ensure the effective and efficient use
of state grants given to veterans serv-
ice organizations, such as the
American Legion and Veterans of
Foreign Wars, according to a state
Auditor General report issued in
December.
The findings are similar to those

disclosed in a 2001 audit of the
Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs. And they come while the
newly created Michigan Veterans
Affairs Agency within that depart-
ment is gaining its footing in ways
that state officials hope will address
the problems the audits disclose.
Issues noted in the recent audit

include:
— Performance standards were

not given to veterans service organi-
zations as a basis to determine how
well they used state grants.
— There is no process to verify

the monthly number of veterans’
claims sent to the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs and the amount of
monetary benefits veterans received
as a result of the claims.
—Veterans service organizations

did not consistently follow the stan-
dardized techniques to calculate these
benefits.
—Veterans service officers were

not available to veterans 16.4 percent
of the time they were supposed to be.
— Many organizations failed to

document expenditures to clarify that
state grant money was going toward
allowed advocacy and outreach.
—The agency did not provide

required reports to the legislature for
review.
The audit noted that the agency

was unaware of some of the legisla-
tive requirements.
The Office of the Auditor General

audited the agency because so much
time had passed since the earlier one,
audit manager Lisa Mazure said.
The agency has since issued a

mandatory response recognizing the
issues and describing a plan for
improvement. The auditor’s office
will revisit the issues about six
months after a corrective plan is put
into place, Mazure said.

The audit is ideally timed as the
agency is just truly getting underway,
however, said Rep. Nancy Jenkins,
R-Clayton.
“It’s a reminder of things that we

need to focus on and we need to cor-
rect,” said Jenkins, who chairs the
appropriations subcommittee for mil-
itary and veterans affair.
Gov. Rick Snyder created the

Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency
within the Department of Military
and Veterans affairs last March to
coordinate veterans’ services includ-
ing compensation and healthcare.
While the new agency was the focus
of the audit, the department still had
authority over the veterans service
organization during the audit period,
said Suzanne Thelen, director of
communications and veterans
engagement for the agency.
Although the agency did not

become fully functional until October
2013, according to the audit, a direc-
tor was appointed and began to estab-
lish policies and procedures in March
2013.
Issues with veterans affairs were

already clear long before the audit,
said Nicholas Cook, director of tar-
geted outreach and performance man-
agement for the new agency.
“It kind of justifies why the

agency was developed,” Cook said.
“There wasn’t a central coordinating
spot … We didn’t have the proper
amount of oversight.”
The blame fell on all parties

involved in delivering veterans serv-
ices in the state, Cook said.
While the state has certainly had

issues with veterans’ affairs in the
past, Sen. John Pappageorge, R-Troy,
said there have been large improve-
ments, especially in the number of
veterans claims resulting in benefits.
Pappageorge is a veteran and

serves as vice chair on the Senate
committee for veterans, military
affairs and homeland security.
The claims rate has jumped from

about 3 to 7 percent of fully devel-
oped claims to 51 percent since the
introduction of the agency, Cook said.
Cook and Pappageorge’s enthusi-

asm for the agency’s ability to effect
change for Michigan veterans is
shared with veterans such as Cadillac
Veterans of Foreign War Post adjutant
Jack Baughan.
“It’s kind of upsetting,” Baughan

said of learning of the audit. “I’m
hoping the new organization will get
it straightened out.”
Baughan said it was upsetting to

learn of the issues found in the audit,
particularly because veterans already
face so many problems.
The 66-year-old Vietnam veteran

from Wexford County has been
attempting for almost a year to
receive financial benefits to support
him through his fight with prostate
cancer. Although he learned in sum-
mer 2013 that his paperwork was

received, he has yet to be granted
benefits.
He has insurance through his com-

pany and has paid some out of his
own pocket for the medicines and
treatment, Baughan said. He has been
on long-term disability since a heart
attack in July 2013.
Baughan said having access to a

veterans counselor and officer was
essential to completing the necessary
forms in his attempts to get medical
support.
However, some counties did not

have veterans counselors or coun-
selors with appropriate accreditation,
according to the audit —something
officials at the new agency said would
change.
According to the audit, the depart-

ment is supposed to work with the
counties to achieve an ideal of one
counselor per county. In addition,
some counselors were unaware of the
necessary training and the ability to
have travel and expenses reimbursed.
About 27 counties did not have
accredited counselors.
Counties without counselors listed

on the Michigan Association of
County Veterans Counselors website
included Crawford, Lake, Wexford,
Arenac, Ionia and Mason counties.
A counselor from Saginaw has

been visiting in Wexford weekly,
Baughan said.
In the governor’s newly proposed

budget, $250,000 was allotted to vet-
erans service counselors needs and
$750,000 for new regional coordina-
tors.
The agency’s formal response to

the audit noted:
— It has developed a new contract

with the five main veteran service
organizations in the state addressing
many of the issues the audit notes.
— It will redistribute service offi-

cers based on the governor’s econom-
ic prosperity regions outlined in
August 2013.
— It will use one reporting system

and report more often
— Training of accredited coun-

selors will be handled by the state
directly to ensure accreditation and
that there are training locations across
the state for attendance.
Four of the five main service

organizations receiving state grants
signed this new agreement.
The Military Order of the Purple

Heart declined to sign the contract
due to concerns over the level of state
control, said Ronald Knapp, the
group’s former department com-
mander for Michigan and current
adjutant.
“They set up a situation where

they wanted to control each service
organization staff — when our staff
would go to work and how much
they get paid on an hourly rate,” he
said.
“Even if we have to make cuts,

it’s not worth what they’re offering,”

Knapp said.
The Military Order of the Purple

Heart raises most of its own funds,
Knapp said.
Cook said all veterans service

organizations took part in the cre-
ation of the agreement and the pay-
ment of the staff was the order’s
choice after money had been given to
the group.
Knapp had concerns with the

audit itself and said legislators never
set guidelines for standards in the
first place. In addition, he had con-
cerns with the accuracy of some
statements within the audit.
The governor’s recent budget pro-

posal shows needs in the audit are
being addressed, Jenkins said.
The governor’s budget proposal

included about $85.5 million for vet-
erans outreach and services, and vet-
erans’ homes. The latter will receive
a majority of the funding. 
About $15.4 million will go

toward veterans’ outreach and servic-
es, which includes new funding of
$2.2 million for the new agency.
Under the proposed budget, the

MVAA will continue to receive $2.9
million in state grants to distribute to
veterans service organizations.
Michigan has about 680,417 vet-

erans, according a recent report by
the MVAA to the House appropria-
tions committee on Military and
Veteran Affairs. It’s the 11th largest
veteran population in the country,
comprising about 7.1 percent of the
state population.
Michigan is 12th highest for total

compensation and pension spent on
veterans among states, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and Guam,
according to the audit analysis of
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
analysis.  However, the state is 39th
in average compensation and pen-
sion spent on veterans. The state is
also 10th in medical care spent on
veterans and 49th in average total
claims spent on veterans.
The state’s number of veterans

was comparable to states such as
Illinois, Ohio, Virginia, North
Carolina and Georgia, according to
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs
statistics. The only states with more
veterans were Texas, California,
Florida and Pennsylvania.
Wayne, Oakland and Macomb

counties had the highest number of
veterans, according to the data, with
more than 50,000 veterans in each
county.
Most counties in the Lower

Peninsula north of Gratiot and
Montcalm had between 1,000 and
5,000 veterans, according to data pre-
sented by the Michigan Veterans
Affairs Agency. 
However, Grand Traverse,

Marquette, Midland and Bay counties
had between 5,000 and 10,000 veter-
ans while six of the 15 counties in the
Upper Peninsula had less than 1,000.
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Audit takes state to task for mishandling veterans claims

OUTHOUSE CHAMPS — Bordertown Thrift Store won the Sault Ste. Marie Outhouse Race, held
on Feb. 22. The team had one of the lightest outhouses, created with items from the store. Each team
must make it around the track pushing their outhouse with an individual sitting on the toilet.

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS
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By DARCIE MORAN
Capital News Service

LANSING — Despite the
near-record snowfall in
Michigan that created a banner
year for snow-related sports,
snowmobile fatalities haven’t
climbed with the piles of snow.
Nine snowmobile fatalities

were reported this season as of
mid February, said Cpl. John
Morey, the Department of
Natural Resources off-road
vehicle and snowmobile coor-
dinator. By about this time last
year, 13 fatal snowmobile acci-
dents had taken place.
An additional fatal accident

not yet on the department
record happened Feb. 19 in
Luce County, according to the
sheriff ’s department.
“It’s a little under what it

was last year despite having a
high activity snowmobile sea-
son,” Morey said.
In the 2012-2013 season, 23

snowmobile accident fatalities
were reported across 19 coun-
ties. Wexford, Cheboygan and
Roscommon counties each had
more than one.
Six of the fatal accidents in

the 2012-2013 season were in
the Upper Peninsula; the rest
were in the upper half of the
Lower Peninsula.
Of the nine accidents this

season, three were in the Upper
Peninsula and six were in the
upper half of the Lower
Peninsula.
Most snowmobile trails are

in these areas.
Heavy snow this winter has

made for ideal and perhaps
safer snowmobiling conditions,
said Bill Manson, the executive
director of the Michigan
Snowmobile Association.

Manson said the consistent
snow across the state makes for
safer conditions. Popular snow
trails aren’t being overrun and
snowmobilers are in less of a
rush to fit in recreation on par-
ticularly snowy days.
“There’s not as much crazi-

ness,” Manson said. “People
are doing the right things.”
Manson said there has been

increasing safety in past
decades, especially since laws
were changed to penalize drunk
snowmobilers with a notice on
their driving record. No other
state has a similar law, he said.
Sheriff ’s departments in

Wexford and Cheboygan coun-
ties confirmed they’ve seen
fewer or at least no notable rise
in accidents this year.
Speed, lack of helmet and

driving under the influence of
alcohol are common factors in
snowmobile accidents, Morey
said.
Of the 23 reported fatal acci-

dents in the 2012-2013 season,
about 15 involved alcohol or
drug impairment, according to
statistics.
So far, one of the nine fatal

accidents reported by the
department this season has
been confirmed as involving
alcohol or drug impairment.
But not all toxicology reports
are in.
The recent accident in Luce

County did not involve alcohol,
said Luce County Undersheriff
John Cischke.
“Unfortunately some people

associate the use of recreation-
al motor sport with the use of
alcohol,” Morey said. “It’s an
ongoing issue.”
Snowmobilers can legally

drive with a greater blood alco-
hol content than people who

drive cars.
Snowmobiles, off-road vehi-

cles and watercraft drivers are
considered to be driving drunk
when their blood alcohol con-
tent reaches 0.10 percent
instead of the 0.8 that typical
motor vehicle drivers face.
But some lawmakers are

hoping to change that.
Rep. Andrew Kandrevas, D-

Southgate, introduced a pack-
age of bills with Rep. Dave
Pagel, R-Berrien, and Rep.
Matt Lori, R-Constantine that
focused on the use of snowmo-
biles, off-road vehicles and
watercraft in early 2013.
The bills would adjust the

law so recreational vehicles
drivers have the same expecta-
tions as motor vehicles.
The package has been stale-

mated since May 2013.

Kandrevas said he is unsure
why the bills have stalled, but
knows some have concern with
overregulation. Similar bills
have failed in the past.
The Michigan Snowmobile

Association would not oppose
the bill, Manson said.
Rep. Kurt Heise, R-

Plymouth, who chairs the
House Committee on Criminal
Justice where the package was
sent for review, could not be
reached prior to press time.
Sergeants from police posts

in Sault Ste. Marie and St.
Ignace said, although impair-
ment while driving snowmo-
biles might not be too common,
the practice isn’t safe.
“Anytime you’re behind a

motorized vehicle with alcohol
involved, it’s a dangerous situ-
ation,” Michigan State Police

Sgt. Lorne Hartwig of the St.
Ignace Post said.
Despite the discrepancies

between recreational vehicles
and standard vehicles,
Michigan State Police Sgt.
Steven Derusha of the Sault
Ste. Marie Post said, if these
vehicles make their way on to
main roadways, the same rules
apply as for non-recreational
vehicles.
Kandrevas said he still hopes

the bill can make it to the gov-
ernor’s office before its
anniversary of being intro-
duced. In the meantime, people
should become aware of the
dangers behind any vehicle
they operate.
“You are not only putting

yourself in danger, you are
endangering other people if you
are overindulging,” he said.

More snow means more snowmobiling, but not an increase in accidents

SAULT STE. MARIE — The mounds of snow
and frigid temperatures will give way to sunshine and
warm air.  Believing that will happen by June, the
EUP Community Dispute Resolution Center is look-
ing for artisans and entertainers for this year’s Arts,
Crafts, and Family Fun Fair to be held 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Engineers’ Day, Friday, June 27. Last year’s
fair saw thousands of tourists and local  visitors at its
site on the grounds of historic City Hall in Sault Ste.
Marie, located between the day’s major attractions of
the Sault Locks and Cloverland Electric
Hydroelectric Power Plant tours.  
A year ago, the fair boasted 39 artisans among its

49 vendors ranging in medium from glass and wood
creations to jewelry, paintings and more.  This year
the organizers would like to double that number,
according to Neal Sellick, volunteer coordinator, and
Geraldine Stelmaszek, special projects coordinator
for the center.  
“This year we will have all high-quality art – beau-

tiful, handmade items. We are careful to balance the
number of art genres included in the fair.”
There will also be specialty food vendors, includ-

ing maple syrup products, cinnamon-roasted almonds
and pecans, and barbecue. Fun attractions similar to
last year’s children’s activities of “walking on eggs”,
face-painting, balloon sculptures, and bouncies are
also planned. 
The organizers would like to add live musical

entertainment to this year’s event.  Entertainers will-
ing to volunteer their services are encouraged to call
soon.
Admission is free, though other proceeds go to

benefit the EUP Community Dispute Resolution
Center, a non-profit community mediation center that
provides mediation and facilitation services to the
residents of Chippewa, Luce, and Mackinac counties
at little or no cost to participants.
For more information, including vendor and spon-

sor applications, visit www.saultcraftfair.org    or
contact the center at (906) 253-9840.  Organizers can
also be reached at info@saultcraftfair.org Sponsor
deadline 
Vendor applications will be screened until the

show is filled, but vendors wishing prime spots are
encouraged to apply now.

Artists and entertainers being sought for June Art Fair 



By Sharon M. Kennedy

Recently Kent Bush wrote an
excellent column on obesity, some-
thing I never paid much attention to
because I was always thin. Then I
turned 60. 
I don’t know what happened, but

at that age I slammed into the weight
wall like a hockey player being
slammed into the boards.  One day I
was slim, the next day nothing fit.  
Yikes, I thought. I must have a

tumor, so off to the doctor I went.
When all tests came back negative, I

convinced myself I had celiac dis-
ease. A trip to Harmony Foods saw
me stocking up on all the gluten-free
products I could find.
Well, that didn’t solve the prob-

lem either.  I reasoned I was retain-
ing fluids, so I drove to Walmart and
bought some over-the-counter pills.
They were as useless as feathers on
a dog.  
I finally had to admit the truth —

I was fat. There was no way around
it. I know the “f” word is politically
incorrect, but when you’re fat,
you’re fat, and there’s no point in

trying to
p r e t e n d
otherwise.
My metab-
olism had
quit on me,
had simply
given up,
while my dining habits had
remained the same.  
An awful depression shrouded

me until a friend came to the rescue.
He told me about his Rock Diet and
said it was guaranteed to work. All I
had to do was carry a special rock

with me all the time, and I would
lose weight.  
Whenever I reached for a

PayDay or a bag of chips, the rock
would stop me. It would prevent
snacking and binging.  Along with a
sensible diet and plenty of exercise,
the Rock Diet was a modern mira-
cle. He was surprised most people
had never heard of it.
I figured if one rock was good,

two were better.  I went outside and
found the prettiest ones on the
ground.  I put one in my purse and
one in my pocket and went to town.  
My first stop was Dairy Queen.

As I enjoyed my hot fudge sundae, I
wondered why my rocks didn’t

make me feel guilty. Ice cream must
be okay, I reasoned.  
Next stop was Arby’s for some

curly fries. Surely the Rock Diet will
kick in now, I thought, but my rocks
remained silent.  It went like that for
the rest of the day.
So here I am, six years later, still

shopping in the “large women’s
department.” 
Have I come to terms with my

weight?  Of course not, but I still
carry those two rocks. Who knows,
maybe one day I’ll scale the weight
wall, and I’ll owe it all to my friend
and his amazing Rock Diet.   

Kennedy is a freelance writer
who resides in Sault Ste. Marie. 
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By U.S. Sen. Carl Levin

The Senate Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations,
which I chair, has spent several
years examining the ways offshore
banks have aided and encouraged
U.S. taxpayers in evading their
responsibility to pay what they
owe. By using secret bank
accounts, these taxpayers conceal
their income and therefore avoid
paying taxes.
We recently issued our latest

report, examining how one Swiss
bank, Credit Suisse, attracted thou-
sands of U.S. customers seeking to
avoid U.S. taxes, and how our own
Justice Department hasn’t done
enough to collect back taxes from
tax dodgers at Credit Suisse and
other offshore banks.
Our report followed up on a

hearing we held in 2008, where we
showed that UBS, the largest bank
in Switzerland, at one time had
52,000 U.S. customers with Swiss
accounts, holding $18 billion in
hidden assets.
UBS acknowledged its mis-

deeds and, to avoid prosecution,
turned over the names of more than
4,700 U.S. taxpayers with previ-
ously undisclosed accounts. Those
revelations led to a broader volun-
tary disclosure program in which
43,000 taxpayers have paid back
taxes, interest and penalties total-
ing $6 billion to date, with more
expected. 
Our latest investigation chroni-

cles the uneven and halting
progress in identifying U.S. tax-
payers who cheated Uncle Sam by
using hidden offshore accounts.
Along with Sen. John McCain of
Arizona, I released a bipartisan
report showing that, at its peak,
Credit Suisse had more than

22,000 U.S. customers, with
accounts containing up to $12 bil-
lion. 
One client described an experi-

ence right out of a James Bond
movie when the client visited the
bank’s main offices in Zurich.  The
client was ushered into a remotely
controlled elevator with no floor
buttons, and escorted to a bare
room with white walls.  The client
always signed a form ordering that
the Credit Suisse account state-
ments be immediately shredded.
One Swiss banker met with a

U.S. client over breakfast at a U.S.
luxury hotel and slipped the client
bank account statements in-
between the pages of a Sports
Illustrated magazine. Some Swiss
bankers also advised U.S. clients
on how to structure cash transac-
tions to avoid filing reports of
transactions over $10,000 that are
required by U.S. law.
Once UBS’ misconduct was

exposed, Credit Suisse started
closing U.S. client accounts in
Switzerland.  In the end, the bank
kept accounts for only about 3,500
out of the 22,000 U.S. clients, after
verifying them as compliant with
U.S. tax law, meaning they were
disclosed to the IRS.  The bank
closed accounts for the other
18,900 U.S. customers.  The vast
majority – up to 95 percent – were
undeclared, meaning hidden from
Uncle Sam. 
We need to know how many of

those accounts belonged to people
dodging U.S. taxes, and we need to
collect back taxes from those tax
evaders. The key to answering
those questions is getting the
names of U.S. account-holders.
But so far, Credit Suisse has hand-
ed over identification for just 238
accounts of U.S. clients. To me,

getting 238 in five years out of a
universe of 22,000 – less than one
percent – is beyond embarrassing.
During our hearing, Credit

Suisse executives told us they will
not hand over names of its U.S.
clients because doing so would
violate Swiss law. That’s outra-
geous. When a bank comes to the
United States to do business, it
should comply with U.S. law,
including laws that protect us from
tax evasion.
But enforcement action against

Credit Suisse has stalled, even
though the bank has been under
criminal investigation since 2011.
While seven of its bankers were
indicted by U.S. prosecutors in
2011, none has stood trial.  Instead,
they are residing openly in
Switzerland.  None has been the
subject of a U.S. extradition
request.
Unfortunately, U.S. law

enforcement hasn’t been as tough
as it should be. Rather than use
proven U.S. tools that could be
enforced in U.S. courts, the Justice
Department bowed to the wishes
of the Swiss government and vol-
untarily limited its requests for
Swiss documents, including names
of tax evaders.
Individuals who use bank secre-

cy to hide income and evade taxes
are cheating not just the govern-
ment, but also the honest
Americans who pay what they
owe. Michigan’s working families
are required to report their income
to the IRS; wealthy individuals
with Swiss bank accounts should
have to do the same. Hopefully our
investigation, report and hearing
will mark the beginning of a
renewed push by the Department
of Justice to act against tax evaders
and tax haven banks. 

Tough action against tax evaders is only fair 

By Al Demroske

I write this as a responsible
gun owner who is fed up and
speaking out. What rights do I
have as a non-gun-carrying citi-
zen? The National Rifle
Association has their very power-
ful and politically effective lobby.
I have to live and move around in
my world knowing that, at any
time, one of these concealed-
weapon, trigger-happy, gun-car-
rying psychopaths are out there
just looking for an excuse to blow
me away if I tick one of them off. 
Then, all they have to do is say

that they feared for their life and
that is enough. No obligation in
the law even to call 911 or the
police. The Stand Your Ground
laws make a legal defense just to
say you were in fear for your life,
no matter what the circumstances.
I want to make it clear that,

even though I am uncomfortable
with the Open Carry concept, I
can deal with that because I can
see the weapon and then I have
choices … plus, the vast majority
of gun owners are responsible.
Not so with the chip-on-his-
shoulder person looking for an
excuse to shoot-to-kill as these
recent cases have amply demon-
strated. 
The Michael Dunn case,

where he got ticked off and blast-
ed out 10 rounds from his high-
powered sidearm, makes my
point. Note that, in all of the

cases that have come to light, the
victim is not armed. It is not like
an old-time Western gun fight
where the other person is also
armed. 
Another case: the guy in

Michigan who had a young
unarmed girl knock on his door
in the early morning hours to ask
for help. He opened his door and,
at point blank range, blew her
away with a shotgun blast.
Then, there is the movie the-

ater killing of a Navy Seal, who,
no doubt, was in poor taste using
his cell phone. I am sure he had a
bit of an attitude if pushed — he
was a Navy Seal, a very elite
highly trained individual. He lost
his cool and threw his popcorn at
the shooter. A killing offense?
I view the concealed-gun-

packing types like Dunn and
George Zimmerman as basic
cowards to begin with. Anyone
who knows me as a former

Marine would not consider me a
coward, but I will, if confronted
with a potentially sticky situa-
tion, back off and even walk
away if need be.
Not so with the Dunn types.

Why not? It is obvious to me. 
They are carrying a concealed

deadly firearm and they are bol-
stered by the provisions of this
asinine law that touts: No duty to
retreat. They know exactly what
they are doing when they deliber-
ately push their unarmed victims
and keep escalating until they
find an excuse to shoot.
An obvious question comes to

mind: In every one of these situ-
ations, what would they have
done if they had not been armed?
If you don’t agree with my

opinion, let me hear it! My email
is: brimleymrd@gmail.com.

Demroske is a retired teacher
and resident of Brimley.

Are you paying attention to this?
By Peter Funt

HENDERSON, Nev. — I happened to be doing a 20-hour road trip in a
rented car when Apple announced CarPlay, a system that will soon allow
motorists to text, check email and be entertained via their mobile devices,
while roaring down the highway.
The same week, it was reported that Google has hired lobbyists to fight

legislation in several states that would ban drivers from wearing Google
Glass while operating a vehicle. Some carmakers will begin syncing with
Google Glass next year.
Not surprisingly, Apple and Google, along with several other tech com-

panies with billions at stake, claim that creating hands-free devices for use
in cars will combat distracted driving, not contribute to it. No one really
knows.
But here’s what we do know: Over 1,000 people are injured every day in

the United States as a result of distracted driving, and nine of them die. The
Centers for Disease Control, which supplies the data, said all kinds of dis-
tractions contribute — even onboard navigation systems.
Seems the more functions we have in an auto, the more distracted we are

likely to be, and while hands-on is worst, hands-free devices are still prob-
lematic. The Lincoln sports model I rented didn’t have GPS or a phone con-
nection, yet the array of center-console push and touch options was over-
whelming.
With CarPlay, owners of Apple devices will be able to use voice com-

mands to send and hear text messages, get directions, answer calls and uti-
lize numerous third-party apps. With Google Glass, which will first be inter-
faced with Hyundai models next year, motorists can access similar data, but
it will appear in visual form before their eyes, rather than as audio only. And
yes, Google Glass allows wearers to watch videos — even if they’re driving
a car.
This has prompted lawmakers in five states to write legislation that

bans Google Glass for anyone behind the wheel. Google maintains that
the glasses allow motorists to keep their eyes on the road instead of hav-
ing to divert their attention to the center console.
This strikes me as a massive, high-stakes confrontation between par-

ties each claiming to be working in the public’s best interests. Perhaps
hands-free devices are safer than the hands-on kind, but what if they
also inspire vastly more people to use them — folks who wouldn’t oth-
erwise be using any device while driving?
It’s somewhat like the e-cigarette debate. Are they good because

they make it possible for people to quit smoking? Or are they bad
because they allow smokers to continue the habit and even prompt
some others to start?
When it comes to distracted driving, Americans are already hooked

more than motorists in Europe. According to the CDC, 69 percent of
Americans say they use their phones while driving. In Britain it’s about
21 percent, and in Spain only 15 percent.
Would systems like CarPlay and Google Glass help? Not really,

according to Christopher Chabris, a psychology professor at Union
College in Schenectady, N.Y. Drivers using hands-free devices may trick
their brains into thinking they’re paying attention, he told Bloomberg
News. It’s actually an “illusion.”
During my drive through Nevada, where 70 mph is no big deal, I did

take a hands-free call on my cellphone. Ten minutes and roughly 12 miles
later, I finished the call and realized I had no recollection of anything I
had seen out the window or done behind the wheel during the conversa-
tion.
Was I distracted? I never took my eyes off the road, but clearly I was

not paying full attention. Similarly, many of us have used GPS — a great
aid in finding our way — while discovering that the more dependent we
become on the audio commands, the less in touch we are with the exits,
turns, and other elements in our travels. We become less inclined to think
and focus on the specifics of the task.
Nothing is going to slow down technological innovations in our cars.

The business interests are huge and the public demand is great. But make
no mistake: The way we’re headed, there are dangerous curves ahead.

Peter Funt is a writer and speaker. His book, “Cautiously
Optimistic,” is available at Amazon.com and
CandidCamera.com.©2014 Peter Funt. Columns distributed exclusive-
ly by Cagle Cartoons, Inc., newspaper syndicate.

Scaling the weight wall

Stand Your Ground is nonsense



BRIMLEY — Brimley
Elementary School has announced
the names of those earning the
honor of being Students of the
Month for February.

Halaina Carrick has been
very responsible and conscien-
tious about turning her work in.
She is respectful of her classmates
and tries to work quietly. Halaina
is always ready to learn and gets
to work right away in the morning
on her number talk sheet. — Mrs.
Teeple

Vivian Carrick has been
working very hard both academi-
cally and with following all of the
Bays Ways. She tries her very best
on all of her work and does fre-
quent checks to make sure she
understands what she is doing.
She is very kind and helpful to her
classmates as well as with all
adults that she comes in contact
with. Vivian can be counted on to
do the right thing and to help her
classmates make good choices,
too. — Ms. Peller

Kenneth Clow is a diligent
and conscientious student who
works hard. He is polite and help-
ful to everyone, consistently fol-
lows the classroom expectations
and is a great role model. Kenneth
can be counted on to make good
choices, even when others do not.
— Mrs. Ver Strate

Braden Erard is a hardwork-
ing student who always has an
upbeat attitude. He spends his free

time putting smiles on people’s
faces. He works hard to always do
his best to follow the Bays Ways
by being respectful, responsible,
safe and ready to learn. Braden
shows his true gift of friendship
by being a friend to those who
need it most. — Mrs. Rutledge

Colin Hopper shows great
leadership and determination. His
work demonstrates diligence and
hard work. Colin consistently fol-
lows the Bays Ways, helps his fel-
low classmates and shows out-
standing character. — Mrs. Jones 

Shaylee Kassel is a student
who enters the classroom enthusi-
astic and ready to learn. She can
be counted on to quickly complete
her work and always completes
her homework. She is a kind and
considerate student who follows
the rules and is an example for her
classmates. Shaylee can be count-
ed on to lend a helping hand to
both her classmates and the
teacher. — Mrs. Gross

Radly Kinney has a very posi-
tive attitude and puts forth excel-
lent effort in all that he does. He
takes great pride in his work and
takes his time on assignments to
ensure that they are done correct-
ly. He has beautiful penmanship
and does a wonderful job of
developing his sentences with
numerous details. He has a very
bubbly personality and enters the
classroom every day with a smile.
He gets along with all of his class-

mates and is able to work with
anyone. Radly does a wonderful
job of following directions the
first time they are given. — Mrs.
Schaedler

Summer Kinney not only con-
sistently follows our Bay Ways
behavior expectations, she is
extremely respectful to everyone.
She always strives to do her very
best, whether it is on her class
assignments or setting a positive
example for others. Summer is
always willing to lend an extra
hand to a friend. — Mrs. Castagne 

Justina Massey is a very kind
young lady who cares about her
classmates and younger children.
She has done a fine job working
Safety Patrol during the lunch
hour and is very attentive to the
kindergartners and their needs.
She follows the Bays Ways and is
Ready To Learn. She is doing well
academically, actively participates
in class and has been doing a great
job getting her work in and study-
ing for tests, too. She is active in
Keeper’s Club and has played bas-
ketball, as well. Justina has a pos-
itive attitude and cares very much
about her classmates and their
well being. — Mrs. Osborne

Ayden McKiddie has worked
very hard to become an excellent
student. His confidence has grown
tremendously since the beginning
of the year. Now that he knows he
can complete anything asked of
him, he isn’t afraid to take risks

and show everyone what he
knows. He has matured and often
shows Bays Ways Responsibility.
Regardless of what others are
doing, Ayden listens well during
lessons and follows all school
rules and it has been great to see
his progress academically and
socially. — Mrs. Hill 

Kalista Perron has been doing
a great job with her school work
since September; however, this
past month has been especially
difficult due to a broken leg. She
has missed quite a bit of school,
yet has managed to complete all
her assignments and do an excel-
lent job as well. She has had a very
positive attitude and has not let
this get her down. She is an inspi-
ration to all of us with her “I can
do this!” attitude. Kalista can be
counted on to make good choices
and follow our rules. — Mrs.
Hope 

Derek Postma works very hard
to make sure that his work is com-
pleted and completed correctly. He
is thoughtful and conscientious
about everything that he does.
Best of all, he does it with a low-
key sense of humor that keeps him

going and brings enjoyment to
others. He is always willing to
lend a helping hand when it is
needed and quietly encourages
others to do their best. Derek has
been on the honor roll for each of
the last two marking periods and is
on a solid path to be on the honor
roll again this marking period. —
Mrs. Hutchins

Evelyn Streeter loves learning
and often goes above and beyond
the assignment to practice her
learning. She helps out in the
classroom and is kind and polite to
her classmates. She works hard
and tries her best on a daily basis.
Evelyn can usually be counted on
to be responsible for her actions
and do the right thing, even when
no one is looking. — Mrs. Cain

Gabi Tremblay is such a car-
ing and helpful young lady. She
will willingly help her friends and
teacher without even being asked.
She can be counted on to be a
great partner, whether reading
with someone or working a math
task. She is so patient and very
good at sharing. Gabi always
works hard and tries her best. —
Mrs. Kelso 

Bay Mills News March 2014 5

The Bay Mills Child Development
Center is currently accepting

applications for the 2014-2015
school year.

For more information, please call 
Andrea Shaw or Christel LeBlanc at 248-8700.

Services include the Creative Curriculum, free Head Start from 8 - 2
p.m., daycare services from 2 - 5 p.m., and  monthly parent training.
Head Start and Early Head Start can work in coordination with the
Intermediate School District to provide services for children with
physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities.

Give Your Child a Good Start ...
with Head Start!

OPEN HOUSE
ST FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH
FRIDAY, MARCH 21, 2014
6769 S. M 221, BRIMLEY
10:00 am — NOON

• Full Day Program Available for 4-Year-Olds
• Meals and Snacks Provided
• Please Bring Proof of Annual Income,
Birth Certificate and Shot Record

For more information on this FREE
preschool program call 800-562-4963 

or 906-248-5255

Brimley Area Schools is currently
accepting nominations for its 

2014 Distinguished Alumni Award
and its Athletic Hall of Fame

Nominating forms for either award may be
picked up at the High School Office,
Elementary Office or Business Office.
Nominating letters that include the year the
nominee graduated, accomplishments,
awards and any other special recognition
are also accepted. Letters can be sent to:
Mr. Alan Kantola, Superintendent Brimley
Area Schools, 7134 South M-221, Brimley
MI 49715.
Deadline for nominations is March 31, 2014.

OPEN HEARING
For Brimley Area Schools

Indian Education & Impact Aid
Tuesday, April 8

at 3:30 p.m.
Bay Mills Health Center

(HR Conference Room)
This is the time of year when the federal 

government would like to know what you think federal
Indian programs should be doing to help your kids in

the public school. Bring your biggest dreams and
greatest schemes.

Brimley Elementary chooses February’s best students

FEBRUARY’S FINEST — Students of the Month for February have been selected at Brimley Elementary
School for their fine work during the month. Front row, L-R: Evelyn Streeter, Ayden McKiddie, Shaylee Kassel,
Summer Kinney and Gabrielle Tremblay. Middle row, L-R: Halaina Carrick, Kenneth Clow, Colin Hopper,
Radly Kinney and Vivian Carrick. Back row, L-R: Braden Erard, Derek Postma and Justina Massey. Missing
from photo: Kalista Perron. SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS 

SIMMONS STYLE — To introduce the community to the Mukwa Fitness Center’s new addition, a com-
petition was held to work out dressed as Richard Simmons, the fitness guru from the ‘80s. Winner was
Kathy Tassier and runner up was Joy Parish. Every couple of months the gym will have a different workout
theme competition, with the next to be dressing as your favorite super hero. SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS
NEWS



By ASHLEY WEIGEL
Capital News Service

LANSING — High school stu-
dents could learn algebra while
working with metal under legislation
pending in the Senate.
The bills sponsored by Rep. Ed

McBroom, R-Vulcan, and Rep. Joel
Johnson, R-Clare, would give stu-
dents more flexibility in classes they
could take in high school. They
could take an agricultural science or
anatomy class in place of the tradi-
tional second year science class,
swap a foreign language class for an
industrial art class and fulfill the
Algebra II requirement with classes
that incorporate the material differ-
ently.
The Michigan Merit Curriculum

enacted in 2006 allows little flexibil-
ity for students to explore a career
field, McBroom said.
All around the state there have

been unintended consequences pop-
ping up because of the rigid require-

ments, McBroom said. Teachers
who used to teach electives that stu-
dents no longer have time for have
been laid off, and the equipment
used for these classes in some
schools has been sold.
Modifying the standard require-

ments allows students wishing to
pursue a trade more opportunities to
take classes that address their needs,
McBroom said.
The legislation is a priority for the

Michigan Farm Bureau.
“We’re not trying to lower the bar

on education,” said state Farm
Bureau President Wayne Wood.
But industries such as those relat-

ed to farming need more people
coming out of school to be able to
work as technicians, such as
welders, he said.
Hemlock Semiconductors, locat-

ed in Hemlock near Saginaw, pro-
vides high school students with
training and experience through
working for them, Wood said. But
that is a rare opportunity that needs

to be expanded.
The National Federation of

Independent Business in Michigan
also supports the bills. Over the past
decade, a shift in education focused
on college preparation, said Charlie
Owens, the state director for that
group. Less attention was paid to
career paths that don’t require a col-
lege education, such as construction
and restaurant management.
The idea of these bills is to use

vocational technical classes to pre-
pare students for trade careers.  An
example is teaching Algebra II in a
metal working class where the math
is taught and applied through calcu-
lating dimensions.
Owens said the Michigan

Department of Education has
expressed concerns about the
changes and is negotiating with leg-
islators.
Critics are concerned the plan

could reverse gains under the
Michigan Merit Curriculum.
The Association of Secondary

School Principals testified in the

House Education Committee that
since the curriculum requirement
change, graduation rates have
increased by 1 percent and drop out
rates have decreased by 4 percent.
Michigan schools need the Michigan

Merit Curriculum to keep improving
student performance, according to
the association.
The bills have been passed

through the House and are now in
the Senate Education Committee.
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Shear Magic
Grooming 

Salon

Please call for an appointment
Tammy Ault
906-632-4644

2653 Seymour St. • Sault Ste. Marie

“Grooming with a touch of class”

I am very pleased to report that the MEAP results
for Brimley Area School students are above the state
and ISD average in most areas. Congratulations to our
students and staff for this great success!
Each year, as part of the MEAP (Michigan

Educational Assessment Program) program, all stu-
dents in grades 3 to 8 are tested in Reading and Math.
Students in grades 4 and 7 are tested in Writing.
Students in grades 5 and 8 are also tested in Science,
while students in grades 6 and 9 are also tested in
Social Studies. 
This year’s individual student results will be sent

home to parents at the beginning of April.  Please con-
tact the Principal’s Office is you have questions about
the MEAP results.
Over the past several years, the staff at Brimley

Area Schools has devoted much time and energy into
improving not only what we teach, but how we teach.
As a result, the quality of the education provided for
our students, and community has improved greatly.
We are very proud of the teaching and learning that is

taking place in our school. We look forward to contin-
ued success in the coming years.
The week of April 20 to 26 is Administrative

Professionals (Secretaries) Week, with Wednesday,
April 23 designated as National Administrative
Professionals (Secretaries) Day.  At the Brimley Area
Schools, we are appreciative of Athletic Secretary Jean
Amble, Elementary Secretary Donnette Kovas, High
School Secretary Jenna Caraccio, and
Secretary/Bookkeeper Bill Beaune. 
Each is responsible for numerous duties that help

our school run efficiently, and on a daily basis provide
invaluable assistance to both our staff and students.
During the week of April 20, please take the time to
thank our secretaries for the fine job each does.
Please remember that Spring Break begins after

school on March 28, with classes resuming on
Monday, April 7. We also do not have school on
Friday, April 18 and Monday, April 21. 
Remember, it’s your school.  Come and visit, any-

time.

Superintendent’s Corner
By Alan Kantola, Brimley Area Schools

Happy Birthday, 
Dr. Seuss!

Ojibwe Charter School honored
the birthday of Dr. Seuss as part
of Reading Month. At right are
1st grade students Rylan
Chaplin and Jacob Morse show-
ing off their handmade hats
while enjoying some birthday
cake. Throughout the month of
March, students will focus on
reading and have “guest read-
ers” visit their classrooms. 

Native writers contest deadline is set for April 22
The 2014 Young Native Writers Essay Contest is open to Native

American high school students from all Native communities. Essays
are to be 1,200 words or less with the topic being one or more of the
cultural images, symbols or art forms that have been historically devel-
oped by their community to communicate a particular message or value
or serve a specific purpose. They should cover the following: Describe
the item selected; explain how it was originally used by the communi-
ty; reflect the student’s own experiences about it, including thoughts
and feelings; and suggest why or how it is still relevant. 
The contest is co-sponsored by the Holland & Knight Charitable

Foundation, the National Indian Education Association and the
Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian. Contest win-
ners will receive a $2,500 college scholarship and an all-expenses-paid
trip to Washington D.C. To participate, visit the contest website —
www.nativewriters.hklaw.com — for contest rules and to view past
winning essays. All essays must be submitted electronically through
the contest website by deadline of Tuesday, April 22. Up to five win-
ners will be announced in May.

Preparation for trades could count toward school 
graduation under proposed legislation in Lansing

FIRST PLACE —
First place winners at
the 6th Annual Jackie
Leapley Memorial
Volleyball Tournament
were Jenna Hester,
Lucas Cronin, Alicia
Miller, and Vincent
Gross. The co-ed tour-
nament, held at
Brimley Area Schools
on March 1, raised
money for the Jackie
Leapley Scholarship
Fund.  
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400 Ashmun St. • Sault, MI
906-635-9150 • 800-593-5943

JEWELRY    •    GIFTWARE

In-Store Financing Available

WE BUY GOLD!

Bring your unwanted gold 
to us and we’ ll give you an 

on-the-spot estimate.

QUICK N’ CLEAN
Real Durable Oi l

Oil Change & Car Wash
Located on the I-75 Bus. Spur
Monday- Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: Lube 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wash 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

906-635-9355

BRIMLEY — Brimley Area School Board met for
a regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, Feb. 17. All
board members were present with the exception of PJ
Jones. 

Under new business, the board voted against
extending the leave of absence request for an aide that
has been on leave since October 2012. The board had
already extended the leave period previously and the
individual was set to return back to work in January. 

The injury that prevented her from returning to
work has also been hampered by additional injuries,
which led the board to their decision. Citing a need for
stability in the position, the board voted to deny the
extension and will look into hiring the long term sub-
stitute currently in place as permanent. 

“It’s a tough situation, “ said Superintendent Alan
Kantola, noting however, if her condition improves,
she can always re-apply for employment with the dis-
trict.

The Master Agreement requires Board approval for
extensions to unpaid leaves of absence beyond one
year. 

In board reports, Elementary Principal Pete
Routhier announced that first grade teacher Lannie
Castagne has received a $500 grant to purchase class-
room materials from Meemic Insurance.  Middle
School/High School Principal Brian Reattoir discussed
the success of the school basketball teams and the
upcoming events in the robotics program. 

Superintendent Kantola said the automated phone
and email service test message has gone out to parents
and proven successful thus far. With this system in
place parents will be able to receive automatic notifi-
cations of school closings and emergencies. Parents
will also have the option to use text messaging in the
future for these alerts. 

The Brimley Area School Board meets the third
Monday of each month in the high school cafeteria.

Brimley Board meets for regular session

April Brood’s kindergarten class
at Ojibwe Charter School has
been very busy learning every-
thing there is to learn in kinder-
garten (and boy, is it a lot!).
Recently the students took a
moment to tell next year’s
incoming kindergarten students
what there is to look forward to
in Room 8 at Ojibwe Charter
School. Children ready for
kindergarten in the fall can
come see the classroom for
themselves (and meet the
teacher) on Tuesday, April 22. 
Here’s some advice from stu-
dents to next year’s kinder-
garten class.
Rock n’ Roll Behavior:
“If you’re being good, you get
your clip moved up. The next
day, the teacher will say, ‘If
you’re on orange, you get to
sign the autograph wall.’ If
you’re on gold, you get to wear
a bead necklace that has a star
hand clap on it and you get
one star filled up on your
punch card. You get a prize
when your punch card’s filled
up. If you’re not being good,
you get your clip moved down
and you don’t get any prizes.”
–Nathaniel Malloy (left)

“At One Fish, Two Fish (math center) you have to look for things in the classroom. When you find
them, you count them and write the number. I like this center because I like to find those things.” –
Bianca Watson & Elias Richardson
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Date: Tuesday, April 22 Time: 3 to 5 p.m.

1507 W. Industrial Drive
Brimley, MI 49715
Phone: 906-248-2350
Fax: 906-248-2532

Re-Enrollment & Application Period
For Open Enrollment

Ojibwe Charter School is a tuition-free public school acad-
emy. Applications for open enrollment for the 2014/15
school year are being accepted through April 30th, 2014.
Enrollment packets are available at the Ojibwe Charter
School Office or can be mailed, if needed. Please feel free
to contact the school office.
If applications exceed the enrollment spaces, a lottery will
be held at the Ojibwe Charter School cafetetia.
Applications must be received by the end of the day on
April 30th to be eligible for this drawing.
This time period is also being offered for re-enrollment of
current students at OCS for the 2014/15 school year.
Ojibwe Charter School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
national or ethnic origin, disability or sex in administering its affairs, including
admission, hiring and operations.

SNOW SNAKE CHALLENGE
— As part of Ojibwe Survivor
games at Ojibwe Charter School,
students from four teams competed
to see who could throw their snow
snake the farthest. The traditional
Ojibwe game involves skimming a
biidaagned-genebik, or snow snake
— a long, slender polished wooden
stick with the head of a snake
carved into the front — down a nar-
row track made of snow. Chi Nodin
(Big Wind) beat out the other
teams: Mkde Ma’iingn (Black
Wolf), Aajiijak (Crane), and
Maptoo Wagoosh (Running Fox).
The Survivor games, loosely based
on the TV series, began in 2011
under the direction of Ojibwe
Language and Culture teacher
Cathy DeVoy and run from January
through May. Every challenge cen-
ters around the Ojibwe language,
said DeVoy. The next challenge
will be “Teach the Teacher,” on
March 21, where each team coach-
es their teacher to represent them in
Ojibwe Jeopardy. SHAR
MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS 

Snakes slip and slide in the snow

Winter Survival Day held at Ojibwe Charter School
BAY MILLS — On Friday,

March 7, Matt Collins took his
first and second grade classes at
Ojibwe Charter School into the
nearby woods to participate in a
Winter Survival Day.
The students competed against

each other in a Shelter Building
Competition as part of a
Performance Task Lesson.
Volunteer coaches led each of the
five teams: Tommy Curtis from

Bay Mills Fire Department;
Derek Nolan, a Sault Tribe mem-
ber and Bay Mills Community
College student; Mike
McKerchie, Sault Tribe member;
Ray Miller; and Mike
Baragwanath from the Bay Mills
Water Department.
The children studied how to

make a good shelter and what it
was supposed to be able to do. In
three hours, the students made

shelters so good they could have
slept in them, said Stephanie
Vittitow, CAO of the school.  
Team leader, Mike McKerchie,

and his team of Rihanna Robbins,
Quinton Doyle and Kyle Perron
won the contest. Judges were
Twyla Ball, Douglas Lee, Seth
Baker and Nadine Lyon.

Several visitors shared infor-
mation with the first and second
graders. Paula Carrick from the
Bay Mills History Department
stopped by to explain how our
Ojibwe ancestors lived 200 years
ago.
Cathy DeVoy, the school’s

Ojibwe Language and Culture

teacher, gave a teaching about
Winter changing into Spring and
Arlen Kuzmik, captain of the Bay
Mills Police Department, talked
about rescue situations and winter
safety. Also, Tommy Curtis and
Adrian Hatfield brought the Bay
Mills fire truck for students to
view. 



By Dr. Dave Kempeinen

BAY MILLS — It is important for
all children to have healthy teeth.
When children have healthy teeth
they are able to speak and chew well
and avoid the discomfort of unhealthy
teeth. 

One of the ways to keep your
child’s teeth and mouth healthy is to
bring them to the dentist for checkups
on a regular basis starting at an early
age — even if you do not suspect
anything is wrong. Bringing the child
in for a “well child” dental visit will
help them establish an environment

where they can be comfortable seeing
a dentist. It creates a dental home for
them. This is a place where they can
be seen year after year in order to
keep their teeth healthy throughout
childhood and into adulthood.

A child’s first baby tooth will usu-
ally appear between six and 12
months after they are born. By the age
of three, most children have all 20 of
their “baby teeth.” The American
Dental Association has recommended
that children be seen by a dentist by
the age of one or not later than six
months after the eruption of their first
baby tooth. This seems very young to

most parents and they may wonder
why this is recommended.

It is best for the child to become
accustomed to a dental office at a
young age before they are having any
dental problems. This helps to pre-
vent them from developing a fear of
the dentist. Do not wait for an emer-
gency. It is much better for a child to
have a simple visit as their first expe-
rience. 

At the dental visit, the dentist can
show you how to clean your child’s
teeth and discuss ways to reduce the
chance of developing problems. They
can advise you on how to avoid foods

and drinks that cause cavities and on
what products to use to clean your
child’s teeth. 

The dentist will also check for any
problems such as cavities. If prob-
lems are found, they can be corrected
before they become bigger problems. 

Here are some tips on scheduling
dental visits for children:

• Schedule the first dental visit by
the child’s first birthday;

• Remember that children often
behave better at morning appoint-
ments when they are well rested;

• Do not make the child feel fear-
ful prior to their dental appointment;

• Make appointments for regular
checkups even when there are no
apparent problems.

For more information on Bay
Mills Health Center “well child” den-
tal appointments, call 906-248-8335.
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•sunday brunch
open 11 am - 7 days a week

906-253-1728

“STAY CONNECTED”

•Affordable family fun anquet 
Facilities

Check out Antlers
for Weddings

Rehearsals
Meetings 

Birthdays
Anniversaries
Sports Groups 

Or Any Occasion

Tahquamenon Falls
Brewery & Pub at

Fine Family Dining • Hand-Crafted Beer & Root Beer

Located within the Upper Tahquamenon Falls State Park!
Open 11:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. DAILY 

906-492-3300 Closing Mar. 31/Reopening Friday, Apr. 25

Please your senses with 
healthy baked goods

Also, jewelry, picture frames, stained glass,
greeting cards and much more.

Native heritage craft treasures
Ph: 906-248-2791   email: jackieph2000@yahoo.com

By ASHLEY WEIGEL
Capital News Service

LANSING – Lawmakers are try-
ing to make it harder for methamphet-
amine makers to get the ingredients
for the illegal drug from purchasers of
legal quantities of cold medicines.

The  Senate recently passed legis-
lation sponsored by Sen. John Proos,
R-St. Joseph, that deals with obtaining
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine.
Those two major components of meth
are also found in some cold medi-
cines.

The legislation also would create a
registry of people convicted of meth
crimes and require them to have a pre-
scription to buy certain cold medi-
cines. Offenders would stay on this
registry for 10 years after a meth con-
viction.

Proos said that police across the
state are concerned about the cost of
meth offenses, both to the families of
the felons and to the communities
dealing with these issues.

Meth offenses are clustered in
southeast Michigan, he said.

Residents should have “safe and

legal access to a safe and legal over-
the-counter drug” without having to
take the time to get a prescription
because of a few people breaking the
law, Proos said.

The  State Police, which support
the bills, want the cold medicines to be
prescription only for just the bad
actors, said Sgt. Amy Dehner, the
agency’s legislative liaison. The bills
would protect residents who want to
be able to buy the medicines for legit-
imate reasons.

The other bills deal with people
who supply ephedrine or pseu-

doephedrine products to previously
convicted meth felons.

Rep. Amanda Price, R-Park
Township, has introduced similar
bills.

The bills would punish people buy-
ing these substances in aggregate large
amounts by making it a Class B felony
conviction with a fine up to $10,000.

While it is illegal to buy large
quantities of these medicines, these
bills would make it illegal for people
to buy small amounts that are aggre-
gated for meth production.

Price said the registry is an addition

to the flagging system in the database
that was put in place in 2011. That’s
the National Precursor Log Exchange
used by pharmacists in Michigan and
27 other states to check how many
products containing ephedrine or
pseudoephedrine have been purchased
by the same person.  If that individual
has gone over the limit, which is 3.6
grams per day or a total of 9 grams
over the course of 30 days, then the
pharmacy will refuse the sale.

Both the House and Senate meth
bills are in the House Criminal Justice
Committee.

Rules would tighten cold medicine purchases

They’re back, but now osprey nests are endangered

The high importance of a “well child” dental visit 

By EVAN KREAGER
Capital News Service

LANSING — The osprey, a species
of special concern that has rebounded in
Michigan over the past half-century,
now faces a new threat.

A demand for easy communication
and power distribution increased the
need for cellular and utility towers.
Ospreys nest on tall objects and will
nest in these towers anytime they can,
said Sergej Postupalsky, a Wisconsin-
based ornithologist who has specialized
in osprey research for 50 years.

But the nests obstruct access to tow-
ers and lines. The nests also weigh
down towers and lines, and in some
instances even cause fires. So utility
workers often move them so that they
can work. But moving the nest frus-
trates osprey, who return to the same
nests year after year.

“Some of these birds have been
using the same nests for up to 10 years,”
Postupalsky said.

Postupalsky works as an independ-
ent raptor specialist with groups like the
Osprey Watch of Southeast Michigan.

This is the latest challenge to a bird
of prey that has had plenty of them.

Legal protection for them didn’t
come until the 1950s, Postupalsky said.
Over the past decade or so, some of
these laws have become a bit more
lenient. If there are no birds or eggs
within a nest, it is legal to remove it.

Only about one-third of fledging
ospreys survive to be three years old,
when they generally mate and return to
the nest for the first time, Postupalsky
said.

“For birds of prey that choose to
reuse their nests year after year, these
laws should not apply,” he said regard-
ing moving or removing nests. “It’s not
illegal, so the DNR can’t do anything
about it.”

The problem is the law, said Jim

Kaiser, founder of Osprey Solutions, a
raptor research and management com-
pany based in Seattle.

“The meat of the matter is simple:
because the utilities are allowed to
remove the nests, sometimes they do,”
Kaiser said.

No one has pinpointed why osprey
numbers were so low for so long, but
there is no shortage of ideas – every-
thing from large-scale use of pesticides
to increased habitat destruction. But
they are coming back.

In the southern half of Michigan’s
Lower Peninsula, where reintroduction
has been particularly difficult, the goal
in 2000 was to have at least 30 breeding
pairs by 2020. It was surpassed nearly a
decade earlier than expected, said Barb
Jensen, a founding member of the
Osprey Watch of Southeast Michigan.
There are approximately 38 pairs in the
area now.

Ospreys nest on every continent
except Antarctica, Kaiser said. Conflicts
with nests on towers are likely to rise.

The Osprey Watch of Southeast
Michigan, a group of volunteers
involved in the reintroduction of the
bird to the area, along with Postupalsky
are working with tower companies to
educate workers on the subject.

They explain how to check a nest
without disrupting it, how to move and
replace a nest, and that just because the
nest isn’t occupied does not mean that
it’s done being used.

There is a lot of cooperation, but
also miscommunication, Jensen said.
“We’re just trying to get everybody on
the same page.”

“This is what we’re trying to figure
out,” she said, “how best we can work
with these companies. The power com-
panies have done a lot to try to accom-
modate these birds as best as they can.”

The birds themselves are big — 22-
25 inches long with a wingspan of 4.5
to 6 feet, and a weight of approximate-

ly four pounds, according to the Osprey
Watch website. They eat fish.

While the tower companies are gen-
erally cooperative and protective, it is
often the contractors and subcontractors
that tamper with the nests, according to
Postupalsky.

DTE Energy, a Detroit-based utility,
has its own wildlife coordinator.
Consumers Energy has a similar focus
on environmental stewardship and
wildlife management.

“We do a lot internally to educate
our employees [about proper han-
dling],” said Jason Cousino, field safety
specialist for DTE’s River Rouge
power plant. “Communication went out
to our employees specifically because
of this.”

The company has donated utility
poles for nest platforms and worked
with local eagle scouts to build nests.
They have also donated a transmitter to
track osprey migration routes, working
directly with the Osprey Watch of
Southeast Michigan.

Kaiser would like to see a workshop
convened in the near future to help
identify problems with managing these
birds on cell towers.

Cousino recognizes the drive behind
that wish.

“That’s what this osprey group is
trying to do,” Cousino said, “educate
people.”

Evan Kreager is a reported for
Great Lakes Echo.



LANSING (AP) — Banning
the sale of electronic cigarettes
to kids may seem like a no-brain-
er, yet Gov. Rick Snyder’s
administration and a number of
health advocacy groups oppose
legislation that does just that.
They say it doesn’t go far
enough.

Players on both sides of the
state’s e-cigarette debate agree
that the nicotine-dispensing
devices should be kept away
from minors, but opinions differ
when it comes to regulating the
relatively unstudied vaporizers.

Tobacco companies support
two bipartisan Senate bills pro-
hibiting the sale and use of e-cig-
arettes and other devices that
deliver nicotine if the buyer is
younger than 18 years old. Sen.
Glenn Anderson, D-Westland,
said he is sponsoring the legisla-
tion because it’s “outrageous”
that a minor can legally buy and
use a highly addictive product.
The bills unanimously passed the
Senate.

But Snyder’s administration
and health advocates say the bills

would give e-cigarettes a “spe-
cial status” and protect them
from standard tobacco regula-
tions. They want e-cigarettes to
be treated like traditional ciga-
rettes, not only in regards to
minors, but taxes and public use
laws as well. Such regulations
would ban e-cigarette use in
workplaces or restaurants, a
restriction that’s currently left up
to individual businesses.

“The appropriate thing to do
in Michigan now is to act to help
protect the population against
the potential health risks of e-
cigarettes, about which we know
very little,” said Dr. Matthew
Davis, chief medical executive
for the Community Health
Department.

Electronic cigarettes are
cylindrical battery-powered
devices that heat a liquid to pro-
duce vapor. While the liquid
often includes nicotine, which
can be derived from tobacco, e-
cigarettes have not been official-
ly designated as tobacco prod-
ucts. 

The U.S. Food and Drug

Administration regulates ciga-
rettes and smokeless tobacco and
has said it intends to propose
changes to its authority to regu-
late e-cigarettes, too.

Twenty-seven states ban the
sale of e-cigarettes to minors,
according to the National
Conference of State
Legislatures. Most of those state
laws are similar to the Senate
legislation.

Opponents are countering
with a House bill that would treat
e-cigarettes as tobacco products.

Rep. Gail Haines, R-Lake
Angelus, introduced the bill after
working with the administration
and health groups such as the
American Cancer Society and
American Lung Association. She
declined to comment before the
bill was assigned to a committee.

Anderson said an effort to
designate e-cigarettes as tobacco
products would fail ahead of the
FDA’s decision.

“Most of us would prefer for
the FDA to make the decision,
and they are going to do it prob-
ably sometime this year, but I
don’t want to wait,” bill sponsor
Sen. Rick Jones, R-Grand Ledge,
said. 

“I want to stop the sale to
children now, immediately.”

E-cigarettes are often pro-
duced by the same parent compa-

nies as traditional cigarettes and
have grown increasingly popular
over the past few years. 

U.S. middle and high school
students’ use of e-cigarettes
more than doubled from 2011 to
2012, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention reported
in September. The share of high
school students who had used e-
cigarettes in the past 30 days
increased from 1.5 percent to 2.8
percent in the survey. More than
1.78 million middle and high
school students tried e-cigarettes
in 2012.

“As I read to a fourth grade
last week, one of the children
said, ‘My friends and I bought
some and we played with them,’”
Jones said on the Senate floor.

Mark Bilger, 18, asked his
mother to contact Anderson
about concerns over e-cigarettes
in September after studying them
for his debate club. 

Bilger, a senior at Detroit
Catholic Central High School,
said he noticed e-cigarettes were
“becoming a real problem in my
school” and that students occa-
sionally use them in class “when
the teacher’s back is turned”
without getting caught “because
there’s no smell, there’s only
vapor.”

“I think it’s a step in the right
direction,” Bilger said about the

Senate legislation. “But I think
they need some of the same reg-
ulations traditional cigarettes
have, where you regulate what
you put in it and have more test-
ing on it.”

Lance McNally, 39, is one of
Jones’ constituents who began
using e-cigarettes in December.
He owns three e-cigarettes and
still smokes traditional ciga-
rettes. He wants to transition
fully to vaporizers because
`”here’s no stench.”

While McNally only uses
tobacco-flavored e-cigarette liq-
uid, he said his wife goes for
more”Strawberry, cheesecake —
those are the two main ones,” he
said.

McNally said he’s not worried
about flavors or advertisements
appealing to minors because
“I’m not seeing an inundation of
marketing.” 

E-cigarette legislation is
unnecessary because many
retailers already won’t sell them
to minors, he said.

“I don’t think they should be
regulated like cigarettes,”
McNally said. 

“I’m kind of a deregulation
guy to begin with. I don’t see
where the government needs to
be wasting its energy and time
and my money on another prod-
uct”
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BAY MILLS HEALTH CENTER
12124 WEST LAKESHORE DRIVE

BRIMLEY, MI 49715

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

AFTER HOURS ACCESS  -- 906-203-4074
•Weeknights, weekends & holidays
• Speak with BMHC nursing staff

•Service available to BMHC patients

Call for
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Phone lines open at 8 a.m.

To make an appointment, or to cancel, please call:
Medical Clinic: 906-248-5527
Dental Clinic: 906-248-5578
Pharmacy: 906-248-2031

Behavioral Health: 906-248-3204

MEDICAL & DENTAL OPERATING HOURS
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F, except
Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
LAB & X-RAY SERVICES

PHARMACY OPEN 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F

Most Insurances AreAccepted
Sliding Fee Available If Qualified

E-cigarettes ignite debate over regulation and sales

By NICK STANEK
Capital News Service

LANSING — Officers would no longer be required to euthanize unli-
censed dogs if a bill sent to the governor’s office is signed.

The bill would remove a requirement that is rarely followed, said Rep.
Margaret O’Brien, R-Portage, the bill’s sponsor.

It changes an antiquated part of the dog law of 1919 that legally
requires officers to euthanize unlicensed dogs. In other words, dog own-
ers who fail to get their dogs registered risk having their dogs killed.

“We never do that,” said Wendy Frosland, an officer from Mackinac
County Animal Control. “The state law requires us to keep the animal for
five to seven days. Our county ordinance allows us to keep them for up to
10 days.”

After the 10 days, Forsland said, the animals are given to a non-profit
organization that takes care of their needs.

“They have them neutered, spayed, and they find them a home,” she
said.

The legislation is meant to update the law so that it matches typical pro-
cedures officers follow when they are dealing with unlicensed dogs,
O’Brien said.

“It isn’t being enforced because no one wants to [euthanize] innocent
dogs,” she said, “It’s a old law that was put into place when our culture
had a different attitude towards dogs.”

The law was created in 1919 when keeping dogs as domesticated pets
was a fairly new concept, said Linda Reider, director of statewide initia-
tives for the Michigan Humane Society.

“This dates from the days dogs ran loose when rabies being passed to
humans was a bigger concern,” Reider said, “Dogs get rabies from wild
animals. If they are running loose without a rabies shot, and they are bit
by a wild animal, they can become infected. In order to get a dog license,
they have to get a rabies shot.”

Reider said she supports the legislation and that there is no need for an
officer to shoot an innocent dog.

“This law will not stop an officer from killing a dog that is attacking a
child or one that is severely injured with no hope of survival,” she said.
“In that case, it would be more humane to shoot the animal in the brain
than it would be to bring it all the way to a shelter to give it a shot if it is
in a lot of pain.”

Reider said she is more concerned about unlicensed breeders keeping
their dogs in poor conditions. Last year, officers seized more than 150
puppies from a dog breeder in Missaukee County. The case gained wide-
spread media coverage across the state and raised concerns about the reg-
ulation of dog breeders.

“[Those puppies] were in such poor condition,” Reider said, “and there
is no system that tracks animal cruelty cases.”

Reider said that is because regulations for dog breeders aren’t strict
enough.

The Michigan Humane Society is working on a Senate bill that would
require dog breeders to follow humane guidelines.

Lawmakers move to repeal outdated law
requiring police to kill unlicensed dogs

Reminder about ice
shanty removal
The Department of Natural

Resources reminds anglers that
mandatory ice shanty removal
dates are approaching and,
regardless of date, shanties
must be removed as soon as
the ice is unable to safely hold
them. Ice breaking operations
in the U.P. began on March 10,
so anglers are urged to use
caution on the ice. 

For all counties in the
Upper Peninsula, shanties
must be removed by midnight
on Monday, March 31.

Following the mandatory
removal date, ice shanties may
still be used but must be
removed daily from the ice.

Shanty owners whose struc-
tures fall through the ice are
subject to penalties of up to 30
days in jail, fines of $100 to
$500, or both. If a shanty is
removed by a government
agency, the court can require
the owner to reimburse that
agency for an amount of up to
three times the cost of the
removal.
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KRAFTMAID 
CABINETRY

Extended Sale
58% off MSRP

61% off Select Door Styles
50% off All Premium Finishes

Through April 4, 2014

U.P. Engineers & Architects, Inc.

707 Ashmun Street
Sault Ste. Marie 
Mich. 49783

906-635-0511
800-867-0511

Fax: 906-635-0612
www.UPEA.com

SPRING IS NEAR ...
A good time to start

advertising your business
with BAY MILLS NEWS!

Call Sharlene at
906-248-8142 or email

ads@ bmic.net
for more information.

Footwear & Apparel
Established 1913

Downtown
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Phone (906) 635-9885

TR
IB
A
L

8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

How to introduce yourself in
the Anishinaabe language
By Michele Wellman-Teeple
Assistant Director of the 
Nishnaabemwin Pane Immersion Program

To begin my monthly column, I will start with the
proper way to introduce oneself. A very basic self
introduction usually includes greeting words, English
name, Anishinaabe name (if you know it), clan (if you
know it), place of birth and where you live now. 

Boozhoo/hello (formal)
Aaniin/hi (informal)

Michele Wellman-Teeple indizhinikaaz/Michele
Wellman-Teeple is how I am called

miinwaa Memengwaans indizhinikaaz./ and Little
Butterfly is how I am called.

Giniw ndoodem./Golden Eagle is my clan.

Waawaye’aatinong ndoonjibaa./The Place Where The

Water Circles Around (Detroit) is where my spirit first
sounded (I was born).

Ginoozhekaaning ndidaa./The Place Where The Pike
Are Plentiful is where I am living.

Then I usually add that I’m happy to be there. 

Aapiji go nigichinendam maampii bi-zhaayaanh./ I am
very happy to be here. Translated directly this is: Very
happy, I am, here to come. 

Depending on the event, this introduction can be
expanded to include more information abut your fam-
ily, your work, why you are at the event and to thank
those who organized it or invited you.

The Pronunciation Guide below may be helpful,
which shows the Fiero Double Vowel System. This is
the writing system used by the teachers at the
Nishnaabemwin Language Instructors Institute.

BOW MAKERS — L-R: Under
the tutelage of Webster Kinney,
Wanda Perron recently completed
making her longbow. The 45-
pound bow is made from white
fiberglass with an ash core and
tapered limb of bamboo. The riser
handle is made of cherry wood
and Osage orange wood, which
was provided by Wanda’s brother,
Joe Carrick. The artwork, includ-
ing a crane which is Perron’s
dodem, was created by her grand-
daughter, Kali Perron.  A similar
bow can be made for only $95 at
Bay Mills Community College’s
West Campus. Contact Kinney at
906-437-1011, ext. 207 or BMCC
at 906-248-3354. 
SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS
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PICKFORD BUILDING CENTER

C e d a r v i l l e   •    P i c k f o r d   •    D e T o u r   •     S t .  I g n a c e  

• Home, Cottage, Garage & Pole Barn Packages

• Treated Decks

• Daily Delivery Throughout the Eastern and Central U.P! 

• Carpet, Ceramic Tile and Vinyl Flooring

• Computerized Kitchen Design

COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIES & HOME CENTERS

221 N. MAIN ST.
CALL: 647-3101

• VA assistance available

906-632-3300
VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION:
2988 Ashmun Street, Sault, MI

Service Open M-F: 7:30 am to 5:30 pm; Sat: 9 am to 4 pm
www.ferneliushyundai.com

Oil Change

$29.95

SPRING SPECIAL

$79.95
MOST CARS & TRUCKS                Expires 04/19/14

Four-Wheel
Alignment

with
coupon

Jason C. Smith
Multi-Line Agent
Life, Home, Auto, Business,
Health, Retirement, Farm

3303 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Phone: 906.632.7511
Cell: 906.440.3822
Fax: 906.632.8431

jsmith@fbinsmi.com

w w w . f a r m b u r e a u i n s u r a n c e - m i . c o m

Co-Ed Flowers - And Gifts, Inc.
538 Ashmun St. • Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783
Ph. (906) 632-2601 • www.coedflowers.com

Downtown Sault Ste. Marie Since 1930

MAXINE ANDERSON
REALTOR®

Business (906) 632-9696
Cell  (906)-440-3598
Fax (906)635-7650
E-mail maxine@smith-company.com
www.smith-company.com
3291 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Maxx Anderson
Your Realtor By Choice

... Not By Chance

tthhee  ‘‘ ttaaxx  ddooccttoorr’’
Federal & State 
Tax Preparation

500 E. Spruce, Sault Ste. Marie MI  49783
906-632-7945

Phyllis McKechnie, Registered Tax Return Preparer
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Sonny Esposito
Sonny Anthony Esposito of Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. died Feb. 21, 2014. He was born May 21, 1992 in Honolulu,

Hawaii. Sonny worked at Marchetti Distributing and attended Bay Mills Community College.
He enjoyed adventures such as skydiving and swimming with sharks, travel, camping, hunting, fishing, music, golf-

ing, and especially playing hockey. He loved being surrounded by family and laughing with his friends.
Surviving Sonny are his mother, Sarah (Gordon Corbiere) Gobler of Sault Ste. Marie; his father, Kevin Esposito of

Grand Haven; two brothers, Bazzil Moran and Otto McKerchie; his grandparents, Carl McKerchie of Sault Ste. Marie,
Hulda Moran of Sault Ste. Marie, Joseph (Julia Greco) Esposito of Gloucester, Mass., Judy Walker of Spain; and Barry
and Harriet Gobler of Hayward, Wis. Sonny is also survived by many loving aunts, uncles, cousins and his many dear
friends, with special mention of Trenton Gamelin and Kayla Strohl.
Preceding Sonny in death are his father, Jeffrey Gobler; grandmother, JoAnn Brown; uncle, James Brown; and

cousin, Rory Lounds.
Services have taken place with the assistance of Hovie Funeral Home. Burial will be at Hillcrest Cemetery at a later

date. Condolences may be left online at http://www.hoviefuneralhome.com.

Ron McKerchie Jr.
Ronald McKerchie Jr. died in Petoskey, Mich. on Feb. 23, 2014 after a courageous year-long fight with cancer. He

was born to Ron Sr. and Bonnie McKerchie on Jan. 13, 1975 in Toledo, Ohio. He made his home on Sugar Island and
loved it there. Ron was a carpenter by trade and loved to fish, garden and entertain friends with cookouts and dinner.
He was a member of the Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians and had Garden River ancestry status.
Ron is survived by his parents; brother, Eric McKerchie Sr. (Kami); girlfriend, Tracy Nelson; grandmother, Mary J.

McKerchie; grandfather, Bernard E. Roy (Aili Allen); and his nephews, Eric Jr. and Tyler McKerchie. Ron also had
many aunts, uncles, cousins and friends who visited and kept him company when he was not feeling well.
He was predeceased by his grandmother, Marjorie J. Roy; grandfather, Harold J. (Cub) McKerchie Sr.; and friends,

Dewey and John.
At Ron’s request there will be no formal services. Burial will take place in the spring at Maple Ridge Cemetery, Sugar

Island. Clark Bailey Newhouse Funeral Home and Cremation Center assisted the family with arrangements. Online con-
dolences may be left at www.clarkbaileynewhouse.com.

Martha Albrough
Martha Lucille Albrough of Brimley, Mich. died at Hearthside Assisted Living in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. on Feb. 20,

2014. She was born in Bay Mills, Mich. to John and Mary (VanLuven) Evans on Sept. 9, 1921. Lucille enjoyed camp-
ing and quilting.
Surviving Martha are two sons, Gerald (Kathy) Albrough and Roger Albrough of Brimley; three daughters, Carol

Page of White Lake, Mich., Sharon (Max) Menerey of Brimley and Judith (Robert) Smith of Sault Ste. Marie; eight
grandchildren, John (Irina) Albrough, Chris (Cindy) Albrough, Jenny (Russell) Burley, Donald (Rachel) Menerey,
Kenneth (Cristi) Smith, Erin (Rodney) Green, Danielle (Troy) Goodpaster and Kellie (Robert) Green; and 13 great-
grandchildren, Veronica, Kyle, Natilie, Savannah, Garett, Preston, Max, Connor, Cason, Makenna, Brylee, Harper, and
Emily; a sister-in-law, Rose Evans of Brooksville, Fla.; and a brother-in-law, William Streeter of Sault Ste. Marie.
Martha was preceded in death by her husband, Walter, in August of 2013; two brothers, Fred and Robert Evans; three

sisters, Maybelle Badder, Rose McMorran and Viola Nixon; and granddaughter, Shawn Ullom.
Graveside services will be held in the spring at Hillcrest Cemetery. Arrangements are in the care of Hovie Funeral

Home.

Thelma Tinker
Thelma E. Tinker, 86, of Bay Mills Township, Mich. died March 1, 2014 at War Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste.

Marie, Mich. She was born on April 16, 1927 to the late William and Sarah (Loper) Cook in Frederic, Mich. 
Thelma and her husband, the late Jim Tinker, owned and operated Tinkers Restaurant in Bay Mills for many years.

Ellen Gillies
Ellen Jane (Plumb) Gillies, 98, died Feb. 20, 2014. She was born in Evansville, Ind. on Dec. 6, 1915, daughter of M.

Lyle and Florence S. Plumb. 
She was valedictorian of her high school class, attended Beloit College in Wisconsin and married Philip H. Gillies

in 1935.  She returned to college and received a bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan in 1960 and a mas-
ter’s degree from Miami University in Ohio in guidance and counseling in 1967. She taught in Ann Arbor and Chelsea,
Mich., in a rural township near Dayton, Ohio, and Sault Ste. Marie Junior High School before she became a social work-
er and a supervisor at the Chippewa County branch of the Michigan Department of Social Services. She retired in 1980. 
Ellen owned Lakeside Exchange, an antique and craft shop, next to her home on Whitefish Bay near Brimley. She

was a member and secretary of the Brimley School board, and also of the Sault Area Sheltered Work Shop; was past
president of the Sault Business and Professional Women; was active in/the Sault Community Theater and appeared in
several plays. Other memberships include the Bay Mills and Sweet Soo Extension Homemakers, the War Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary, the Brimley VFW Auxiliary, and the Elks Bridge Club. She was the first president of the Avery
Square Residents Association and founder of the A.S. library and newspaper. She was a member of the First United
Presbyterian Church, serving on the Board of Deacons and as an Elder. 
Ellen had 10 children, seven of whom survive her: John (Debbie) of Beaufort, S.C; Andrew (Susanne) of West

Bloomfield, Mich.; Peter (Dianna) of Perry, Ga.; Daniel (Chloe) of Guffey, Colo.; Sarah (Les) Spencer, of Rudyard,
Mich.; Christopher (Lynn)of Sault Ste Marie, Mich.; and Benjamin of Madison Heights, Mich. She is also survived by
21 grandchildren, 29 great-grandchildren and 6 great-great grandchildren, one niece and one great-niece.
Her parents preceded her in death, along with one brother, Robert L. Plumb, and an infant sister, Ruth Florence. Also

preceding her in death are three sons, James, David and Thomas; grandson, Alan Jastorff Gillies; and daughter-in-law,
Debbie Gillies. Services have taken place with the assistance of Hovie Funeral Home. Memorials may be given to First
United Presbyterian Christian Education program or to Diane Peppler Shelter. Interment will be in the family plot in
Arbor Crest Memorial Park, Ann Arbor, Mich. at a later date.

Recently, I stopped in at the Bay Mills offices and asked the nice
lady at the paper if it was possible to submit a story about my grandson
who had done something very funny, so I thought I would share it with
family and friends. Well, that will have to wait, because instead, I
would like to share some memories of a man that passed away a few
weeks ago.
I first met him at the end of 1989 and we were both working at

cleaning up what is now the golf course. The first morning that we
started, he was to work with me clearing trees and brush. By the end of
the day, I remember that I had just about had all I could take of this guy
and told the boss I was done working with him. I was told to shut up
and work it out. Little did I know that was a break for me, because we
became very good friends over the years.
This gentleman was known all over our community for one thing —

picking mushrooms. He would travel all over the state to pick them and
share them with his friends. He also loved to share stories about life
and all the good things that had happened to him, as well as the bad.
Like all of us, he had his problems in life, but that never seemed to
bother him.
One of my fondest memories is seeing him walking down the 55-

Stretch at six in the morning, wearing his orange reflective vest and
waving at every single car that went by. Many times I would pick him
up and we would go to Bay Mart for coffee and just talk about what we
were going to do that day. 
He had many names in the community — That Mushroom Guy, Big

T, or just plain Tom Patera — but to me, he was a good friend.  
— Pat Parish

~Names & Faces~

Walking On

Happy 9th Birthday to my
wonderful daughter Destiny

Hope Baragwanath on 
March 25.

Love -
Dad & Travis



By JOHN FLESHER
AP Environmental Writer

TRAVERSE CITY (AP) —
President Barack Obama’s 2015
budget requests the least spending
yet on a Great Lakes cleanup pro-
gram his administration has cham-
pioned, but an official said the
cutback does not signal eroding
support for the cause.
Obama established the Great

Lakes Restoration Initiative the
first year of his presidency, based
on a priority list compiled by gov-
ernment officials, scientists and
advocates who warned the inland
seas’ food webs and other ecolog-
ical systems were in danger of
unraveling from long-festering
environmental ills. The lakes hold
about one-fifth of the world’s sur-
face fresh water and meet the
needs of more than 30 million
people.
After putting $475 million for

the program in his 2010 budget,
Obama has sought roughly $300
million in each subsequent year
— and Congress has gone along,
reflecting strong bipartisan sup-
port among lawmakers in the
eight-state region who often agree
on little else.
But his spending blueprint for

the fiscal year beginning Oct. 1
proposes just $275 million, which
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency chief Gina McCarthy said
is indicative of a broad push for
spending restraint. Her depart-
ment, which oversees the Great
Lakes program, would absorb an
overall $310 million cut under the
president’s plan.
“The administration is very

supportive of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative,” McCarthy
said in a phone conference,
adding that the proposed cut “rep-
resents no lack of commitment ...
and it represents a significant con-
tinued investment.”
The Healing Our Waters-Great

Lakes Coalition, which represents
120 organizations in the eight-
state region, said it was disap-
pointed.
“A lot of work remains to

restore the Great Lakes to health,”
said Todd Ambs, the coalition’s
director. “Cutting funding now
will only cost us more later,
because projects will get harder
and more expensive the longer we
wait.”
The program targets invasive

species, toxic hot spots such as

polluted harbors and river mouths,
agricultural and urban runoff
blamed for widespread algae
blooms and loss of wetlands and
other wildlife habitat. It supports
the effort to prevent Asian carp,
which have invaded the
Mississippi River and its tributar-
ies, from reaching the lakes.
More than 2,000 grants have

been awarded under the program
to nonprofit groups, local, state
and tribal governments and
researchers.
The budget was released as

advocates from the region made
their annual visit to Washington,
D.C., to lobby for programs that
benefit the lakes. They will ask

Congress to keep the restoration
program at its current level, Ambs
said. A spokeswoman for Sen.
Carl Levin, a Michigan Democrat,
said he would push for $300 mil-
lion.
The coalition also objected to a

proposed cut in a federal fund that
helps communities upgrade
wastewater treatment systems, a
top priority in the Great Lakes
region, where antiquated sewers
often overflow during heavy rain-
storms. The Great Lakes states —
Michigan, Minnesota, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New
York and Wisconsin — will lose a
combined $150 million if the cut-
back is approved, Ambs said.
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HOUSE OF BARGAINS
Complete Home Furnishings

And Floor Covering

Obama budget seeks cuts in
Great Lakes cleanup program

Volunteer ORV safety education
instructors are needed this spring
The Department of Natural Resources  is recruiting instructors for its

off-road vehicle safety education program. This volunteer opportunity
allows ORV enthusiasts to pass along their love and knowledge of the
sport to new riders, while teaching them safe and responsible ORV oper-
ation to ensure an enjoyable riding experience.
All ORV instructor volunteers are required to attend a three-day

instructor academy to learn instructor policy and procedure, classroom
management and teaching concepts. Instructors will have the chance to
experience various aspects of ORV operation — including basic hands-on
operational skills on off-highway motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles (ATVs)
and utility-type vehicles (UTVs) and winching recovery equipment.
Current instructors are also encouraged to attend to brush up on skills and
experience changes in equipment.
Three ORV instructor academies are set for 2014, and each class is lim-

ited to 24 students. While attendance at the academies is mandatory, there
is no charge to the instructor candidates to attend. Enrollment is on a first-
come, first-served basis. The academies are scheduled for:  
— April 29 to May 1 at Silver Lake State Park (Oceana County); 
—May 30 to June 1 at the Ralph A. MacMullan Conference Center

(Roscommon County); and
— June 20 to22 at the Cherrywood Lodge near Munising (Alger

County).    
Anyone interested in becoming a certified ORV instructor must meet

the following criteria:  
— Be at least 18 years of age;
— Be a high school graduate or possess a graduate equivalency diplo-

ma (GED);
— Have no felony convictions;
— Have no misdemeanor convictions within the past three years;
— Have no convictions that resulted in the revocation of ORV opera-

tion privileges within the last five years. (Other convictions of natural
resource law violations are subject to review and may result in the rejec-
tion of any application.); and
— Maintain a high moral, ethical and mental character.    
To receive an application to apply to be a volunteer certified ORV safe-

ty education instructor, contact the DNR Marketing and Outreach
Division’s Recruitment and Retention Section at 517-284-6055. After a
completed application is submitted, a background check will be conduct-
ed. Successful applicants will then be contacted to schedule their atten-
dance at a mandatory ORV instructor academy.
For more information about the ORV safety education program, con-

tact Cpl. John Morey at 989-619-3784. Learn more about outdoor recre-
ation safety programs at the DNR website www.michigan.gov/recreation-
alsafety.

Michigan is starting to see the first signs of spring,
and camping season is not far behind. The online
reservation system for Michigan state parks and har-
bors is now accepting reservations through mid-
September 2014. 
Campsites and harbor slips both fill up quickly as

the weather gets warmer, so state recreation officials
recommend making spring and summer plans now to
avoid the last-minute rush.
Reservations can be made online at www.midnr-

reservations.com or by calling 1-800-44-PARKS
(800-447-2757).
"We want our guests to have the best possible

experience with Michigan's award-winning state
parks, starting from the moment they make their reser-
vation until they leave our parks with cherished mem-

ories," said Ron Olson, chief of the Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) Parks and Recreation
Division.
The DNR upgraded to a new, improved camp-

ground reservation system on Nov. 1, 2013. The sys-
tem features site-specific reservations all season long,
broader search capabilities and photos of each camp-
site. Reservations are available within a six-month
window, so residents are encouraged to explore the
new system and make reservations well in advance.
"Because reservations can be made up to six

months out, the window for July and August camp-
sites has been open for several weeks now," Olson
added. "We are seeing many sites being reserved, but
there is still some availability at many of our guests'
favorite campgrounds."

State camping and harbor reservations system available
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WALL IS SEAMORE-APPROVED – Lake Superior State University's official mascot, Seamore the
Sea Duck, scales a newly installed, 26-foot climbing wall in LSSU's Arbuckle Student Activity Center
(SAC) in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Waving from the right is Seamore's spotter, Dan Kozal of the LSSU
maintenance department. Dick's Sporting Goods of Grand Rapids, Mich., donated wall sections during
a 2011 campaign spearheaded by LSSU's Recreation Club. Remaining sections and hardware were fund-
ed through the LSSU Foundation Office by student donations of loose change. DeVere Construction of
Alpena, Mich., installed two of four sections as a gift to LSSU students. The wall is open to LSSU stu-
dents Mon. to Thurs., 6 to 9 p.m. LSSU clubs and teams can reserve times by contacting wall coordi-
nator, Paul Tumey. Hours for public access, as well as the date for an official grand opening, are forth-
coming. (LSSU/ John Shibley)

By QING ZHANG
Capital News Service

LANSING – The number of clos-
ings or health safety advisories due to
pollution at Michigan’s more than
1,200 public and nearly 500 private
beaches has dropped the past three
years.
“Surface water quality is general-

ly showing improvement where pro-
grams are in place to correct prob-
lems and restore water quality,”
according to the 2014 Integrated
Report for Water Quality and
Pollution Control in Michigan by the
state’s Department of Environmental
Quality.
But taking the long view, parts of

the state’s coastal environment may
not be as promising as they appear.
“All our nearshore waters are at

risk,” said Joan Rose, the director of
the Water Quality and Environmental
Microbiology Laboratory at
Michigan State University. “No sur-
prise; in urban areas, things are more
serious.”
Rose’s lab has studied cores of

sediments from the bottom of Lake
St. Clair and found that water quality
deteriorated over the past 100 years.
The deeper the sediment, the

older it is. Rose’s research team dug
up to 2.8 feet in depth and got “one
core that goes back to 1895 and the
other to 1760.”
Her conclusion that the water is

getting worse is based on measuring
levels of bacteria that were buried
with the sediment.
“We also have actual monitoring

data in one area from 60 years of data
and it also shows deterioration,”
Rose added.
E. coli is a bacteria used to set

national and state health standards.
Michigan counties have a long histo-
ry of using the level of this bacterium
as an indicator of beach water quali-
ty, said Sonia Joshi, the Ann Arbor-
based outreach coordinator of
Michigan Sea Grant.
But the method has deficiencies.
Measurement of E. coli usually

takes 18 to 24 hours, which means
the results can indicate only what the
E. coli level was one day earlier.
What’s more, considering E. coli is
short-lived and its numbers fluctuate
dramatically according to time and
space, it is questionable whether the
monitoring samples accurately repre-
sent the condition of a whole beach,
according to both Rose and Joshi.
That’s why Ottawa County has

stopped issuing closures and unsafe
advisories, according to the county
health department. People have to
check water test results online them-
selves and decide whether to use a
beach.
A more comprehensive and accu-

rate way to monitor water quality is
with a microbial source tracking tool,
Rose said. It can find the sources of
pollution by matching its DNA with

the host of origin.
“Just like on CSI where they look

for DNA at crime scenes, we can do
the same thing in water,” she said.
Another problem with the tradi-

tional testing standard is its lack of
indicators for non-swimming water
recreation activities such as fishing
and boating. For example, on Aug.
26, 2013, the E. coli bacteria level at
Maplewood Park in Ottawa County
was 4.75 times higher than the
national standard, but the day’s mon-
itoring survey shows there were six
people fishing there.
Therefore, Rose said, determining

the causes of illnesses from “partial
body contact” water recreation is of
great significance, and “that’s defi-
nitely an area of interest in the

future.”
Despite all these findings,

Kristina Wieghmink, Ottawa County
Department of Public Health com-
munications specialist, said water
testing data has not deterred people
from going to their beaches, and the
county had good beach attendance in
2013.
The public can find information

about nearshore water quality in dif-
ferent parts of the state through
online testing systems. Two popular
ones are the BeachGuard System
established by the DEQ and the
beaches location and rating map set
up by the Natural Resources Defense
Council.

Qing Zhang writes for Great
Lakes Echo.

Beach closings down, but pollution 
is still murky in Michigan waters

Beware of hitting potholes when driving
Record snow and cold may be departing, but they're leaving in

their wake one of Michigan's worst pothole seasons ever. The
Michigan Department of Transportation is suggesting some ways
that motorists can avoid hitting potholes, and to minimize damage if
they can't miss them.
"Our aging roads, a history of under-investment, and an unusual-

ly harsh winter will bring what we expect to be an absolutely hor-
rendous pothole season," said State Transportation Director Kirk T.
Steudle. "Potholes form so quickly that crews can't get all of them
right away, and they're showing up nearly everywhere on state and
local roads. If you leave your driveway, you're almost certainly
going to cross some awful potholes this spring."
Avoiding hitting potholes is best, and driving with extra caution

and not tailgating will help drivers see and react to potholes.
Potholes are sometimes difficult to spot in the daytime, and even
more so at night. Puddles also can conceal potholes, either already
formed or beginning to form.
A properly maintained vehicle and tires can help motorists avoid

potholes or minimize damage when one is struck. It's also best to
slow down, then release the brakes before hitting a pothole. This
helps to reduce the speed at impact as well as give a vehicle's sus-
pension the full range of travel to absorb the impact.
MDOT spent roughly $8.8 million on pothole repairs last year,

and expects to spend 50 to 100 percent more this year.
"The best way to prevent potholes is to keep roads in better shape

to begin with," Steudle said. "Unfortunately, without the proper
investment in roads, MDOT, county road commissions and city pub-
lic works departments are left little choice but to spend more each
year filling potholes — which we all know is not a permanent fix."
When drivers spot potholes, reporting them to the proper agen-

cies will help get them filled more quickly. If the pothole is on a city
street or county road, report it to the local city public works depart-
ment or county road commission. Reporting potholes on state trun-
kline (I, M or US route) to MDOT's Report a Pothole webpage or
the Pothole Hotline at 888-296-4546 will help get them fixed more
quickly.
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Announcements

Fresh Meats, featuring USDA Choice Beef

OJIBWE CHARTER SCHOOL
has an opening for a 

BUS DRIVER
to conduct daily/routine

bus routes for OCS.
Qualifications: High School

Diploma or GED; must have a
current CDL with C, B, P and S
endorsements; pass MI State

physical examination 
requirements; MI State standards
driving test and meet the state
standards for driver records
check; valid MI school bus 
driver license/CDL with 

passenger endorsement and
certifications need only apply.
Send letter of interest and

experience to:
svittitow@eup.k12.mi.us 

or mail to: 
Stephanie Vittitow, CAO,
Ojibwe Charter School
11507 W. Industrial Drive

Brimley MI 49715
906-248-8600 

Clinic referral policy
Bay Mills Medical Clinic will

strive to provide the best quality
health care to each patient it serves.
However, the referral policy states
that, when you come into the Ellen
Marshall Clinic for medical or den-
tal services and the clinic cannot
provide the necessary services
required for treatment, the tribal
physicians can refer you to a spe-
cialist, in which case, a voucher
and written referral must be
obtained.

In all cases, a voucher must be
authorized for any and all referred
visits prior to the date of service.
Failure to obtain a voucher prior
to the delivery of service may
result in denial of payment by the
CHS program. Vouchers must be
picked up from the CHS adminis-
trator and taken to the referred
physician prior to or on the date of
the appointment. Mailing of
vouchers to patients or providers
is discouraged.

All referrals are good for one
year or three to five visits,
depending on diagnosis. Be sure
to keep your referral current.   

Show insurance card
Attention tribal members:

Remember that, if you have the
MI child/Medicaid insurance, you
will need to show your insurance
card each time you visit your
provider. If you do get a bill,
please call the provider on the bill
immediately and give them your
Medicaid Recipient ID Number so
that they can bill your insurance
company. Always write down who
you spoke with and the date you
called. If you have any questions,
contact Dawn LeBlanc at 906-
248-8326.

Free summer camp
Camp Kinomaage is a free res-

idential summer camp for current
7th and 8th grade Native
American students. The camp has
three components: Science,
Anishinaabe Culture and College
Preparedness. The camp is held at
the University of Michigan bio-
logical station in Pellston from
Aug. 10 to 15. For more informa-
tion, contact Jeanna Fox at 734-
763-0712 or visit
www.ceo.umich.edu/kinomaage.

Join the conversation
The League of Women Voters

of Eastern Upper Peninsula and
the Center for Michigan will host
“Community Conversations” on
Thursday, March 27 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Bayliss Library in Sault Ste.
Marie. The Center periodically
travels the state holding these ses-
sions to gather the voices of
Michigan citizens, then creates a
final report and presents it to pol-
icy makers to ensure that policy
discussions taking place in
Lansing reflect the views of
Michigan citizens. Before the vote
for governor and state legislators
in November, the Center wants to
know citizens’ priorities and pro-
mote them to the candidates.
Discussions will include the econ-
omy and prosperity, education,
quality of life and public money
priorities.

Pruning workshop
An Apple Tree Pruning

Workshop is planned for Saturday,
April 5 from 9:45 to noon. Hosted

by Bay Mills Community
College’s Waishkey Bay Farm and
the Federally Recognized Tribes
Extension Program, participants
will meet at the parking lot of
BMCC’s main campus on
Lakeshore Drive in Bay Mills,
and then travel to the apple trees.
Jim Isleib from Michigan State
University Extension will lead the
workshop, which will include lan-
guage/cultural teachings provided
by BMCC’s Nishnaabemwin Pane
language instructors. The work-
shop is free and open to all com-
munity members. 

Bay Mills Indian Community,
with the help of FRTEP, has
ordered a cider press to arrive this
fall. We are tentatively planning a
Community Cider Making
Workshop for Fall 2014. 

Free Zumba 
Free Zumba workout for

Mukwa Gym members from
Monday to Thursday, 5:30 to 6:30
p.m. We have no instructor but
have a fun workout to routines on
the big screen TV. Come join us.
The gym is located on Spectacle
Lake Road in Bay Mills. For more
information, call Mukwa Gym at
906-248-9011.

Pow wow fundraisers planned
The Bay Mills Indian

Community’s 23rd Annual
“Honoring Our Veterans” Pow
Wow Committee will be holding
several fundraisers prior to the
event on June 27 to 29. Please
note the following dates and sup-
port the fundraising efforts for the
community pow wow.

Thursday, Mar. 27: Bake Sale;
Thursday, Apr. 10: Bake Sale;
Thursday, Apr. 17: Easter Basket
Raffle; Wednesday, Apr. 23:
Administrative Professionals Day
Flower Delivery; Saturday, Apr.
26: Indian Taco/Filled Scone Sale
and Garage Sale at Senior Center,
9 to 5; Thursday, May 8: Bake
Sale; Sunday, May 11: Mother’s
Day Flower Delivery; Thursday,
May 22: Bake Sale & Star Quilt
Raffle. 

Garage /Food Sale
Bay Mills Pow Wow

Committee will hold a garage sale
Saturday, April 26 that will also
feature filled scones and Indian
Tacos for sale. The event will be
held at the Armella Parker Senior
Center from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pick
up or delivery available for scones
and tacos — 10 items. Refer to
posters for phone numbers to
place orders. Donations of items
are appreciated. For more infor-
mation, call Angie Johnson at
906-248-8527 or Sarah Bedell at
8300.

Indian Ed hearing
An open hearing for the

Brimley Area Schools Indian
Education & Impact Aid programs
will be held Tuesday, April 8 at
3:30 p.m. at the Bay Mills Health
Center in the Human Resources
conference room in the basement.
This is your opportunity to let the
federal government know what
you think federal Indian programs
should be doing to help Indian
kids in the public school. 

Dem fundraiser
The Chippewa County

Democratic Party will hold their

annual Spaghetti Dinner and
Auction Fundraiser on Saturday,
April 12 at the Christopher
Columbus Hall in Sault Ste. Marie
with social hour at 5 p.m., dinner
and speakers at 6 p.m. and auction
immediately after. Cost is $25 per
person, $20 for students. Please
reserve by Monday, April 7 by
calling 906-440-6124 or emailing
info@chippewadems.com. For
more information, visit
www.chippewadems.com. 

Native writers contest
The 2014 Young Native

Writers Essay Contest is open to
Native American high school stu-
dents from all Native communi-
ties. Essays are to be 1,200 words
or less with the topic being one or
more of the cultural images, sym-
bols or art forms that have been
historically developed by their
community to communicate a par-
ticular message or value or serve a
specific purpose. They should
cover the following: Describe the
item selected; explain how it was
originally used by the community;
reflect the student’s own experi-
ences about it, including thoughts
and feelings; and suggest why or
how it is still relevant. The contest
is co-sponsored by the Holland &
Knight Charitable Foundation, the
National Indian Education
Association and the
Smithsonian’s National Museum
of the American Indian. Contest
winners will receive a $2,500 col-
lege scholarship and an all-
expenses-paid trip to Washington
D.C. To participate, visit the con-
test website — www.nativewrit-
ers.hklaw.com —for contest rules
and to view past winning essays.
All essays must be submitted
electronically through the contest
website by deadline of Tuesday,
April 22. Up to five winners will
be announced in May.

Meet with DNR
The Department of Natural

Resources will hold
“Conversations & Coffee with
DNR Fisheries Division” on
Tuesday, April 8 from 7 to 8:30
p.m. at the Tahquamenon Area
Public Library at 700 Newberry
Avenue in Newberry, hosted by
the Eastern Lake Superior
Management Unit. This provides
the opportunity to meet managers
and biologists, discuss local
issues and management activities
and get specific questions
answered.

Violence education offered
With the topic, “Shattering the

silence of sexual violence,”
Angela Rose will present her per-
sonal experiences on Wednesday,
April 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. at
Horizons Conference Center at Bay
Mills Resort & Casinos. Her pro-
gram is multi-media and will leave
the audience with tips on how to be
a supportive friend and partner as
well as tools and resources to have
ongoing education in the communi-
ty. The free event is sponsored by
Bay Mills Journey to Healing
Program. 

For more information, call Anna
Rogers-Stott at 906-248-8311 or
Ruby Hatfield at 8312.  

Items for sale
For sale, can be seen in the

spring: 2000 Nomad camping

(travel) trailer, $3,500; eight-pas-
senger Larson boat with trailer, as
is (seats need to be recovered,
owner may opt to recover seats in
spring), $3,500; generator, $200.
Call Angie Johnson at 906-322-
5054 for specific information. 

Bayliss Library events
March 20, 5 to 7 p.m., Sault

Area Chamber of Commerce
Business After 5, contact Stephanie
Kisner, Chamber Executive
Director, at 906-632-3301, for
more information. The Sault Lions
Club will sponsor the refreshments.

March 22, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Sault Winter Farmers'
Market, co-sponsored by MSU
Extension Greening Michigan
Institute.

March 22, 1 p.m., League of
Women Voters EUP meeting

March 25, 1:45 to 2:45 p.m.,
Mobile Office Hours for
Congressman Dan Benishek. A
caseworker will meet with con-
stituents.

March 25, 6 to 8 p.m., Sault
Yarn-Workers Guild. Bring your
yarn work and join the group.

March 27, 6:30 p.m., League of
Women Voters EUP and Center for
Michigan, "Community
Conversations"

March 27, 7 p.m., Bayliss Book
Club

March 29, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.,
Sault Winter Farmers' Market, co-
sponsored by MSU Extension
Greening Michigan Institute.

April 1, 2, 4, 1 p.m., Lego Days
during Spring Break

April 3, 6 to 8 p.m., Support
Group for the Visually Impaired
will meet.

April 5, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,
Sault Winter Farmers' Market, co-
sponsored by MSU Extension
Greening Michigan Institute.

April 5, 1 p.m., "Kids and
Money" Story Time for Money
Smart Week

April 5, 1 p.m., Saturday
Matinee, call 906-632-9331 for
title of newly released movie.

April 8, 1 p.m., Homeschool
Lego Club in the Children's Room.

April 8, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Sault
Naturalists Club of Ontario and
Michigan will meet.

April 9, noon, War Memorial
Hospital Community Education
Series, Dr. Wallace, E.N.T. will dis-
cuss sinuplasty.

April 9, 7 p.m., Chippewa
County Historical Society, Craig
Wilson, Museum Historian for

Mackinac State Historic Parks, will
speak about "The American Naval
Expedition to Mackinac Island,
1814."

April 10, 7 to 8:30 p.m.,  Sault
Tribe Environmental Department's
Brownfields Program Public
Meeting

April 12, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m., Sault Winter Farmers' Market

April 12, 10 a.m. to noon ,
Creative Endeavors Support Group
for Writers and Artists

April 12, 1 p.m., Lego Club
April 12, 1 p.m., Family Movie.

Call 906-632-9331 for title of
newly released movie. Sponsored
by Soo Co-op Credit Union for
Money Smart Week.

April 13 to 19, National Library
Week.

April 15, 7 p.m., Chippewa
County Genealogical Society,
Learn about FamilySearch.com

April 16, 7 p.m., War Memorial
Hospital Community Education
Series, Psychiatrist Dr. Paul Sorgi,
will speak about "Mental Health."

April 17, 6:30 p.m., Sierra Club
Three Lakes Group, topic to be
determined.

April 19, Closed
April 22, 12 to 2 p.m., Creative

Endeavors Support Group for
Writers and Artists will meet.

April 22, 6 to 8 p.m., Sault Yarn-
Workers Guild. Bring your yarn
work and join the group.

April 24, noon, War Memorial
Hospital Community Education
Series, Dr. Wallace, E.N.T. will dis-
cuss sinuplasty.

April 24, 7 p.m., Claudia
Schmidt Concert. Michigan singer-
songwriter will perform jazz, folk,
poetry, and storytelling. Her CDs
will be available for purchase.

April 26, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. Sault Winter Farmers' Market

April 26, 1 p.m., League of
Women Voters EUP meeting

April 29, 1:45 to 2:45 p.m.,
Mobile Office Hours for
Congressman Dan Benishek. A
caseworker will meet with con-
stituents.

April 29, 7 to 8 p.m., Sault
Optometrist Dale Johnson will
speak to parents and educators
about "Vision and Learning."
Vision problems can have a pro-
found effect on how we learn.
Many children who experience
academic difficulty may have a
visual dysfunction in addition to
their primary reading or learning
dysfunction. These conditions are
treatable.

Congressman Dan
Benishek, R-Crystal
Falls, stopped by Bay
Mills tribal offices on
Monday, March 10 to
introduce himself to
Bay Mills Tribal
Chairman Levi Carrick.
The pair discussed local
and national political
issues. 

SHANNON JONES/
BAY MILLS NEWS 
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