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BAY MILLS — With a tribal
election just around the corner
this fall, the Bay Mills Executive
Council is asking tribal members
to consider amendments to the
election ordinance. Two years
ago, the events of the General
Election posed a quandary for
the Election Committee, as the
seat for chairman tied, which led
to the requirement for a Special
Election that required a majority
vote of 51 percent. 
The other catch in the Special

Election was that anyone could
put their name in for office
again. In 2013, two other indi-
viduals threw their hats into the
ring, making it nearly impossible
for any candidate to get the 51
percent majority. As a result,
another run-off election was
held, which finally led to a chair-
man taking office. 
The proposed amendments

take aim at reducing the amount
of steps in dealing with a tie and

do away with the requirement for
a special election. The last
General Election (the only time
in Bay Mills history a tie has
taken place) issues took so long
to remedy that tribal members
were left without a chairman for
nearly two months. 
Here are some of the proposed

amendments that the General
Tribal Council will be asked to
discuss and vote upon at the July
22 meeting. 
— Ties: In the event of a tie

vote for any office, the Election
Committee shall conduct a
recount of the votes cast for each
candidate for that specific office
only. If, after the recount is con-
ducted, there remains a tie in the
number of ballots cast, the
Election Committee shall decide
the result of the election by
drawing lots. The Chair of the
Election Committee shall pre-
pare as many slips of paper as
there are candidates with an
equal number of votes, and write
the word “elected” on as many
slips of paper as there are offices

to be filled, and the words “not
elected” on the remaining slips.
The slips will be folded as to
conceal the writing and so that
they appear as near alike as pos-
sible. The slips shall be placed in
a box and each candidate, in
alphabetical order, may draw (1)
slip from the box. Any candidate
drawing a slip on which “elect-
ed” is written shall be declared
elected to the office in question. 
— Candidates for tribal office

shall submit in person to the
Election Committee a written
notice of such candidacy. 
—Polling Place
Conduct/Assistance in Voting:

No individual shall be present at
the polling place unless he/she is
engaged in voting or is physical-
ly assisting an adult member to
enter or leave the voting booth.
Any member requesting or need-
ing assistance in the act of voting
shall receive assistance from a
member of the Election
Committee only. 
—Recounts: The Election

Committee shall conduct an

automatic recount for any office
when the margin between the
candidates is (5) votes or less.
(Previously candidates were
required to ask for a recount.)
—Voter eligibility: Any mem-

ber of the community who will
be at least 18 years of age by the
date of the General Election is
eligible to vote in any election
by presenting him/herself in per-
son at the polling place. 
—Absentee Ballots: Any

voter who is temporarily absent
from Chippewa County, Mich.,
and therefore will not be able to
cast his/her ballot in person, may
request the Election Committee
to issue him/her an absentee bal-
lot. (This amendment would do
away with the mailing of absen-
tee ballots for members who do
not reside in Chippewa County.)
— Campaigning: Any election

conducted under this ordinance
is subject to the following rules
of conduct:
(a) On election day, a person

shall not post, display, or distrib-
ute in a polling place, in any

hallway used by voters to enter
or exit a polling place, or within
100 feet of an entrance to a
building in which a polling place
is located, any material that
directly or indirectly makes ref-
erence to a candidate. 
(b) No campaign signs shall

be posted on any property owned
by the tribe, in trust or fee, pro-
vided that this restriction does
not apply to signs placed on res-
idential property with the per-
mission of the occupant. 
(c)All campaign signs or

advertisements shall be removed
within 30 days following the
election. 
(d) No employee of Bay Mills

Indian Community shall engage
in campaigning within any facil-
ity owned and operated by the
tribe, including the wearing or
posting of candidate support
material, or any effort to encour-
age the support for any candidate
for tribal office by any person,
organization or group. 
Bay Mills Tribal Attorney

Candy Tierney worked with the
Election Committee on the pro-
posed amendments.
“The Election Committee

thought these amendments
would make the election easier
to conduct and less expensive for
candidates,” said Tierney. 
The issue will be brought

before the GTC at the next regu-
lar meeting at 6 p.m. on July 22. 

GTC to review proposed election ordinance
amendments at next meeting on July 22
By Shannon Jones
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SAULT STE. MARIE —The
Superior District Library will be
holding a millage election in
August to renew funding for the
eight affiliate libraries in the dis-
trict. 
“We are not asking for any

increase, which means that funds
will be assessed at the same rate of
0.5 mill that we have been getting
for the last two years since the dis-
trict was formed,” said Susan
James, Superior District Library
assistant director.
Here is some information about
the upcoming ballot:
What is the Superior District

Library? The SDL is made up of
eight affiliate libraries throughout
the Eastern Upper Peninsula. It
includes libraries in Brevort,
Cedarville, Curtis, Drummond
Island, Engadine, Pickford,

Rudyard, and the city of Sault Ste.
Marie. It was formed by an agree-
ment between Chippewa County,
Mackinac County and the City of
Sault Ste. Marie in 2013. The pop-
ulation served by the Superior
District Library is approximately
40,000 people.
What will it cost me, the tax-

payer, per year? The millage
assesses $ .50 per $1,000 of tax-
able property. Taxable property is
calculated at about half of what
your property is worth. For exam-
ple, if your house and land are
worth $100,000 market value, the
taxable value is about $50,000,
and you will pay about $25 per
year (or $2.08 per month) to sup-
port the library. This is less than
the cost of one hardcover book. If
your property has a market value
of $50,000, you will only pay

about $12.50 per year to the
library or the equivalent of about
two weeks’ worth of Internet con-
nection costs.
What do I get for my money by

having a library card? As a taxpay-
er, you will have access not only to
the library closest to where you
live, but you can check out books
and materials, use the computers,
and attend free programs at all
eight affiliate libraries. In addi-
tion, you now have access to over
164,000 books, 5,400 audio
books, 3,200 eBooks, 6,900 maga-
zines and newspapers, 12,500
DVDs/videos, and much more. 
The library also offers free Wi-

Fi, public computer use, inter-
library loan services, local histori-
cal materials and microfilm,
access to the Michigan Electronic
Library (MeL) and Ancestry

genealogy data-base. All of the
affiliate libraries also offer a wide
variety of programs for all ages,
including arts and crafts, commu-
nity forums, concerts, story time
for children, author visits, poetry
readings, computer classes, and
special interest lectures.
Why 10 years? The goal is to

ensure stable funding for the entire
Superior District Library. To do
so, we need to be able to budget in
advance for upcoming programs,
technology updates, building
maintenance, and the purchase of
new materials. 
Elections are time consuming,
expensive, and not part of the
library’s mission. Therefore, hav-
ing an election for a ten-year mill-
age will help provide stable fund-
ing and allow us to use your tax
dollars responsibly.

Who does the Tax Capture
clause on the ballot affect? Almost
no one in the Superior District
Library area will have any funds
captured. Only taxpayers who live
or own property in the Tax
Capture District located within the
Downtown Area of Sault Ste.
Marie will have any money go
towards the Downtown
Development Authority and the
Economic Development
Corporation. If you live outside of
Sault Ste. Marie, then none of
your taxes will be going towards
the City.
For more information, contact

Lisa Waskin, Superior District
Library Director or Susan James,
Superior District Library Assistant
Director at 906-632-9331 or
lisaw@uproc.lib.mi.us or
sjames@uproc.lib.mi.us.

Superior District Library seeks millage in August election

BAY MILLS —  Bay
Mills/Brimley Farmers’ Market
will be held from on Thursdays,
July 30 through Oct. 8, 4 to 7 p.m.
in the  Bay Mills Resort & Casinos
parking lot.  The market is open to
the public to purchase healthy
home grown and/or unique natural
produce along with Native
American art from tribal members.
For more information on the

Farmers’ Market please contact
Angie Johnston at 906-248-8399
(ajohnston@baymills.org) or
Connie Watson 906-248-8363
(cwatson@baymills.org). 
Vendors are needed for this

event, and encouraged to contact
Watson for more information.  This
market is brought to you by the
Wiisinidaa Mnomiijim “Let’s Eat
Good Food” community coalition,
Bay Mills Health Center, and
Waishkey Bay Farm.

Farmers’
Market opens
on  July 30Community celebrates

Independence Day
Brimley held its annual July 4th parade, bringing out community organizations and groups to
celebrate the nation’s birthday.  SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS



BAY MILLS — Bay Mills Health
Center has plans to celebrate National
Health Center Week. The event is part
of a national campaign celebrating 50
years of success in healthcare delivery. 

One of the bright spots in
America’s health care system, health
centers started 50 years ago as a pilot
project during President Lyndon
Johnson’s War on Poverty. Today, they
have compiled a significant record of
success that includes:
• Reducing income and ethnic health
disparities nationwide, even in the

poorest and most challenged commu-
nities;
• Reducing infant mortality rates;
• Reducing unnecessary hospitaliza-
tions and unnecessary visits to the ER; 
• Maintaining patient satisfaction
levels of nearly 100 percent.

“Every day in our waiting rooms I
witness the value of having a patient-
centered health care home,” said Abby
Kaunisto,  spokesperson for Bay Mills
Health Center.  “When people have a
place to go for regular care, they use it
and stay healthier. We provide a range
of services onsite – primary care serv-
ices, pediatrics, pharmacy, dentistry,
mental health and laboratory services.
Our patients not only get the care they
need under one roof, but they are treat-
ed as individuals, with dignity and
respect. This is what health care should
be, and what we celebrate during
National Health Center Week.”

Although local solutions, health
centers need sustained federal invest-
ment to meet the growing demand for
their services and help more
Americans gain access to affordable
healthcare. To learn more about health
centers, visit the following links:
www.nachc.org or www.healthcenter-
week.org. 

National Health Center Celebration
Week is from Aug. 10 to 14 and Bay
Mills Health Center is planning the
following events.

Monday, Aug. 10, 11:30 p.m. to 1
p.m. — Opening of celebration in the
health center lobby where Walt Parish
will be the speaker and a banner will
be unrolled. Cake and coffee will be
provided and a staff photograph will
be taken.

Tuesday, Aug. 11, 12 to 1 p.m. —
Lunch loop from the health center
lobby to Bay Mills Housing Authority
office. Walkers are advised to wear
their shirts and water will be provided.

Wednesday, Aug. 12, 1 to 3 p.m. —
Health Fair in the health center parking
lot. Wear shirts. Blood pressure, blood
glucose and cholesterol tests. Safety
information for sun, water, home and
car provided. 

Thursday, Aug. 13, 1 to 2 p.m. —
History of Bay Mills Health Center
provided by tribal historian Paul
Carrick on the health center’s east
lawn. Water and scrub hats provided.

Friday, Aug. 12, noon to 1 p.m. —
Health center staff potluck dinner on
the center’s north lawn. Meat and din-
nerware will be provided; staff will
bring salad and dessert.  
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BAY MILLS HEALTH CENTER
12124 WEST LAKESHORE DRIVE

BRIMLEY, MI 49715

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

AFTER HOURS ACCESS  -- 906-203-4074
•Weeknights, weekends & holidays

Call for
Same Day Medical Appointments

Phone lines open at 8 am

Appointments or cancellations, please call:
Medical Clinic: 906-248-5527
Dental Clinic: 906-248-5578
Pharmacy: 906-248-2031

Behavioral Health: 906-248-3204

Medical, Dental, Behavioral Health, 
Community Health and *Pharmacy Services 

8 to 4:30 pm M-F, except
Wednesdays, Closed 12 to 4:30 pm
*PHARMACY: 9 am to 5 pm M-F

Closed 12:30 to 1:30 pm daily

Most Insurances Accepted
Sliding Fee Available 

Insurance Assistance Available
Lab & X-Ray Services

EXTENDED HOURS BEGIN 
AUGUST 3 FOR 

MEDICAL CLINIC ONLY

Monday-Friday, 
7:30 am to 6 pm

APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
THROUGH LUNCH HOUR

Thursday, August 13

It’s become increasingly common for
women to put their own healthcare needs
aside while caring for children, working or
engaging in other activities. At every age, it
is important that you have exams regularly
so that any problems you may have can be
treated early, when they are easier to cure
and have caused less damage. 
Call and schedule today: 248-5527

SPORTS PE
July 28, Aug. 6, 11, 18 and Sept. 10

8:30 am to 3:30 pm
Call 248-5527 for appointment

BAY MILLS — With the
retirement of Walt Parish as
clinic coordinator at Bay Mills
Health Center, a health profes-
sional from the new generation
is stepping into the position.
Abby Kaunisto, a 26-year-old
with a recently-earned masters
degree in health care adminis-
tration, began her duties on
Monday, July 6.

Kaunisto lives in Sault Ste.
Marie with her husband, Steven,
who has many family members
in the area. She hails from Free
Soil, near Ludington, but came
north to attend Lake Superior
State University on an athletic
scholarship for volleyball. Her
husband is a former player for
Lakers hockey and the couple
have lived in several states as he

continued his hockey career. 
They are now settled in the

Sault, her husband’s home town,
with their two dogs and intend
to make it their permanent
home. Her parents and brother
live nearby in downstate
Michigan. 

Through her volleyball
career, she had developed an
interest in exercise science, and
she graduated with her degree in
that field from LSSU in 2011.
Administration internships at
War Memorial Hospital in Sault
Ste. Marie and at a hospital in
Rapid City, S.D. furthered that
interest into earning her masters
online at Colorado State
University and making a career
in health care administration. 

“It was a huge network in
Rapid City,” said Kaunisto.
“There were 27 clinics and five
hospitals spanning three states.” 

For the past several years,
she traveled with her husband
during the winter hockey season
and spent her summers working
as assistant manager at
Tanglewood Marsh Golf Course
in Sault Ste. Marie. Through
contacts there, she heard of the
job opening at Bay Mills Health
Clinic. Following a five-person
interview, Kaunisto was offered
the job. As clinic coordinator,
she will answer to the health
and human services director, a
position yet to be filled. 

Still new to her duties,

Kaunisto said she will be work-
ing on recruitment and hiring of
medical personnel,
patient/employee satisfaction,
marketing and generally making
the clinic a smooth-running
operation. 

“I am excited to take on the
role and try to make a difference
in the center and the communi-
ty,” she said. “I don’t like big
cities, I’m used to the winters
and I am here for good.”

She can be reached at 906-
248-8315 or by email to akau-
nisto@baymills.org.

Kaunisto joins BMIC as health clinic coordinator

Moran to bring antique appraisal
program to local U.P. libraries

By Sharlene Myers
Bay Mills News

BRIMLEY — Antiques enthusi-
ast, author and appraiser Mark F.
Moran will be bringing his talents to
the U.P. in August as part of his
appraisal tour. Similar to “Antiques
Roadshow,” Moran will provide
appraisals at Bayliss Public Library
(Aug. 15, 10 a.m.) and Les Cheneaux
Library in Cedarville (Aug. 14,
noon). 

A former newspaperman, Moran
became intrigued with antiques after
he walked into a shop in 1973. His
passion became a career in the 1980s
and he opened his own antique shop.
In the 1990s, he began writing about
antiques, leaving his newspaper
career in the dust in 2002 to take on
writing antique reference books full
time. Moran has 27 books to his cred-
it. 

He began antique appraisal tours
in January of 2011 and has booked
more than 500 events since. Each per-
son who signs up to have an item
appraised will see how Moran per-
forms his searches, as he utilizes a 32-
inch screen to display information.
Appraisals take about five minutes,
and according to Moran. those in

attendance can “expect humor, anec-
dotes, tales from the road and just a
lot of fun.”

While most items are welcome at
his appraisal events, there are some
items Moran will not appraise,
including: weapons, swords, coins
and paper money, fine jewelry,
Beanie Babies, traps, and Nazi mem-
orabilia. 

Questions about objects not cov-
ered here can be submitted to Moran
in advance to determine if they are
appropriate or not: visit
(moranm1953@gmai l . com) .
Suggested categories for advance
inquiry include, but are not limited to:
Oriental, Native American and other
tribal objects (African, Oceanic);
ancient artifacts (Egyptian and other
early cultures); fossils and minerals;
books; automotive items; nautical
and military-related objects; sports
memorabilia (including baseball
cards); records; antique tools and
technological objects (typewriters,
cameras, assorted machinery or
instruments for scientific measure,
like sextants, telescopes, micro-
scopes, etc.). When in doubt, email
inquiry can often address this.

For those with larger items or frag-
ile things, Moran can make a house

call for a $75 fee for the hour, as long
as the location is within 10 miles of
the appraisal site. 

For Moran, the biggest challenge
is walking into a room of objects he
has never seen before and decipher-
ing their history and value. And while
most of the time he comes out on top,
he admits sometimes he does get
stumped. “This is usually when I only
get a piece or part of a larger item,” he
said. “But there are some categories I
don’t know about. It’s fun and a chal-
lenge.” 

This will be Moran’s first stop in
the Sault area for his tour and he is
hoping to see some unique items. 

“I would love to see arts and crafts
metal work from the turn of the cen-
tury made in the U.P.,” said Moran.
During a visit to Republic, he was
able to identify a painting that later
went for $10,000 at auction. 

Moran will appraise 40 items at
each library appearance at a cost of
$10 each appraisal. All items for
appraisal must be registered in
advance, which can be done by con-
tacting the library help desk or by
calling 906-632-9331. Call Les
Cheneaux Community Library at
906-484-3547. The public is also
welcome to come and watch.

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News

Celebrate National Health Center Week
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Bay Mills 24th Annual “Honoring Our Veterans” Pow Wow
Bay Mills Indian Community held its pow wow festiv-

ities from June 28 to 28, bringing dancers and drummers
from all over to compete. 
Here are the results from the pow wow: Drums: 1st-

Battle Nation, 2nd- Tomahawk Circle, 3rd- Young
Biisineh. Golden Age Men: 1st- Ray Cadotte, 2nd- Mark
Roahorse, 3rd- Ken Funmaker. Golden Age Women: 1st
Julie Whitepigeon, 2nd-Rosanne Otrdovec, 3rd- Jane
Mahkimetas. Adult Men’s Traditional: 1st- Shane
Mitchell, 2nd- Josh Atcheynum, 3rd-Joe Syrette
Adult Men’s Grass: 1st- James Day, 2nd- Darwin
Charley, 3rd- Dan Isham. Adult Men’s Fancy: 1st -Adrian
King, 2nd- Marquel Crawford, 3rd- Sean Keahna, Jr.
Adult Women’s Traditional: 1st- Aanzhenni BigJohn,
2nd- Cheryl Funmaker, 3rd-Kim LaRonge. Adult
Women’s Jingle: 1st-Sheena Cain, 2nd-Ayashay
Schuyler, 3rd-Alexa Rae Day. Adult Women’s Fancy:
1st-Beedoskah Stonefish, 2nd-Heather Syrette, 3rd-Kari
Dayfox. Teen Boys Traditional: 1st-Zachary Antoine-
Jackson, 2nd-Matt Oshwabewisens, 3rd-Thomas Stevens.
Teen Boys Grass: 1st-James Eaglestar, 2nd-
Omashkoonce Santos, 3rd-Chayton Hedgepath. Teen
Boys Fancy: 1st-Kane Funmaker, 2nd-Gegek Pamp. Teen
Girls Traditional: 1st-Cicilee Chivis, 2nd-Kendra
Eaglestar, 3rd-Tristin Antoine. Teen Girls Jingle: 1st-
Waskwane Stonefish, 2nd-Maya Schuyler, 3rd-Tahlanna
Deleary. Teen Girls Fancy: 1st-Jasmyne Jackson, 2nd-
Sarah McGregor, 3rd-Vanessa Schocko. Jr. Boys
Traditional: 1st-Hunter Stevens, 2nd-Gegek
Webkamigad. Jr. Boys Grass: 1st-Quincy Antoine-
Jackson, 2nd-Zadis Deleary. Jr. Girls Traditional: 1st-
Kalli Jones. Jr. Girls Jingle: 1st-Emma Stevens, 2nd-
Debwaywin Deleary, 3rd-Ogz
Jr. Girls Fancy: 1st-Kyla Stevens, 2nd-Sienna Kuzmik,
3rd-Autumn Kuzmik.           (Photos Submiited)
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By Allen Demroske

Another day in the USA and
another gun-related slaughter.
This latest one is really making
the news big time because nine
people were gunned down in their
church while attending a prayer
session and studying the Bible.
But so did the shooting/killing of
20 plus children as they attended
school make headlines.
Time passes and nothing is

ever done to seriously confront
this issue, thanks in large part to
the political clout of the National
Rifle Association. I am going to
do my best to envision our society
ruled by the NRA’s solution — a
gun-carrying citizen everywhere –
and then follow with conservative
Fox News host, Bill O’Reilly and
his offered solution.
Charles Cotton, a board mem-

ber of the NRA: “Eight of his
church members might be alive if
he had expressly allowed mem-
bers to carry handguns in the
church; Innocent people died
because of his position on a polit-
ical issue.”
Are there members today who

attend church services carrying
concealed weapons? I would not
be surprised. Whether a died-in-
the wool, melt-all-weapons-down
advocate accepts this or not, it has
some merit. 
But let’s carry this out even

further. Say you have a conspicu-
ously armed member standing
outside and one inside. Would this
psychopath have gone through
with his plan? A fair question. We
now know that even a church is no
longer a refuge from gun vio-
lence. 
Our public schools. The same

solution and also in our shopping

centers, movie theaters, sporting
events and on and on. I do note
that our politicians have made
sure that, in their place of work,
arms are not allowed in most
cases. I find that interesting.
Are there solutions? To those

who want to see every firearm for
whatever purpose melted down —
get over it. The gun culture cross-
es all party lines. I myself have
always favored sensible gun regu-
lations, but kick my door down in
the middle of the night and you
will be looking into the barrel of a
12-gauge shotgun.
To those all-out-gun-rights

advocates: Guns do allow people
to efficiently kill others. Try con-
cealing a bow and arrow. Of
course, people have been bludg-
eoned to death with ball bats or
whatever. If you are tough
enough, or skilled enough, you
can kill with just your bare hands.
But nothing allows a deranged
individual to more effectively kill
others than a firearm. How can
anyone deny that?
I was surprised at the solution

offered by Bill O’Reilly on Fox
News. It is not exactly what I
would desire and, according to the
negative comments from the hard-
core-gun-everywhere advocates,
they do not like it either. Here is
my take: It is a reasonable propos-
al that deserves respectful consid-
eration. In my view, it is a big step
forward. Judge for yourself.
Bill O’Reilly: “Here’s what

you do with guns … you federal-
ize all gun crimes, number one.
You take it out of the local juris-
diction and state and you federal-
ize it, right? So therefore, if
you’re caught with a gun in a
crime holding up a 7-11, you get a
mandatory 10 years if you’re con-
victed, in a federal pen, on top of
whatever Slurpee you stole.
“The second thing you do is: If

you buy a gun, you have to regis-
ter the gun … just like you have to
register your car, all right?”
He went on to explain his posi-

tion, but it would take up too
much print. Access it for yourself.

Demroske is a retired teacher
who resides in Brimley. 

Another day in the gun war

By Peter Funt

Give Donald Trump this much: he
knows how to play the media like a
violin. If I had half his business brain
I'd send him a bill for this column,
because every time a serious journal-
ist treats his campaign seriously, it
feeds his coffers.
Call Trump a bona fide political

threat, and he's laughing all the way to
the next campaign appearance. Call
him a clown, and he's laughing all the
way to the bank.
Few in media are fooled by Trump

— even his admirers at Fox News.
They all know he has zero chance to
win the Republican nomination, let
alone be elected president. Yet, the
higher he climbs in early, irrelevant
polls, the more ink he gets.
It can be argued that even those

voters who tell pollsters they prefer
Trump are playing along — for now.
Many are frustrated by the sheer size
of the GOP roster, by the tedious
length of modern presidential cam-
paigns, and by the seeming inevitabil-
ity of Hillary Clinton's nomination on
the Democrat's side. What better way
to goose the process than by saying,

"I'm for Donald Trump!"
A CNN poll ranked Trump sec-

ond, behind Jeb Bush, among
Republicans and Republican-leaning
independents nationwide.
This happens in high schools

when a unpopular kid with few
friends inexplicably shows up as a
favorite for prom king or queen. It's
the students' way of pushing back
against a process they never really
liked.
In Trump's case, it's win-win. The

other day The New York Times ran not
one, but two op-ed columns about
Trump's candidacy. In one, GOP vet-
eran Peter Wehner noted, "...the press
are only too happy to highlight Mr.
Trump's stream of invective and out-
rageous utterances..."
And why not? In mid-summer,

nothing sizzles more than news of a
bombastic billionaire stating flatly
that Mexico is intentionally sending
drug dealers and rapists our way.
Actually, for comedians like Jon

Stewart and Jimmy Fallon, it's almost
too easy — like shooting elephants in
a barrel. But for news reporters and
columnists the Trump phenomenon is
not so simple to deal with. Eugene

Robinson of the Washington Post art-
fully called him "a farce to be reck-
oned with." That's precisely what
Trump is counting on.
Here's the thing about Trump's

campaign. He's scoring with some
ultra-frustrated conservatives at this
preliminary stage by appearing to
boldly speak his mind without the
calculated caution practiced by con-
ventional politicians. In fact, Trump's
boldness comes from knowing he has
no chance and therefore can't be hurt
by speaking out irresponsibly.
The Trump campaign is modern,

social-media driven political theater.
Maybe this is what the public and

its media deserve for allowing presi-
dential campaigns to begin so early.
The first GOP "debate" is less than a
month away. And thanks to Donald
Trump's presence, the Fox News
Channel telecast might actually draw
a sizable audience.
Will Trump walk on stage naked?

Wearing a Mexican sombrero?
Holding a gun? He'll think of some-
thing, because he doesn't really care.
Nor should we.

Funt is a writer and speaker and
columnist with Cagle Cartoons. 

Trump’s laughing at us

My thoughts on the Supreme
Court Decision

By Sharon M. Kennedy

We can all breathe a sigh of relief since hearing the Supreme Court’s
decision on marriage. Now that anyone can legally marry anyone, we’ll see
if same gender couples live as happily ever after as a man and woman. It
would be amazing if their marriages lasted longer than the traditional ones
which often end in divorce a few years after the big wedding bash. Only
time will tell.
People who lobbied and marched and squawked for equal rights in the

marriage department may think a wedding ring is the answer to a lasting
relationship. I suppose there is a certain amount of security in a wedding
band as long as it goes around the finger and not through the nose. One part-
ner usually holds more power than the other, especially when it comes to the
financial aspect of wedlock. I imagine the usual pecking order will be the
same, regardless of gender.
Then there’s the question of who will stay home and raise the kids. The

obvious answer is the person who makes the least money. However, a quib-
ble might arise if neither partner wants to quit his/her job and become a full-
time mom/dad. Another hitch arises over adoption or surrogacy. One part-
ner might argue it’s best to adopt an unwanted child. The other might say the
better idea is to combine DNA and create a child with traceable genes.
From what I’ve observed, marriages, whether traditional or the 21st cen-

tury version, are usually fraught with problems. People argue, disagree, pout
and manipulate until they get their own way. A legal certificate can’t guar-
antee harmony anymore than a new frying pan can guarantee a perfectly
fried egg. Jealousy intrudes and creates unrest. Kids pit one parent against
the other. Ideas that once seemed so great turn into mistakes. Cherished
things become burdens. Years tick by and the face of the loved one is no
longer a welcome sight, only a reminder of days gone by when everybody
was single and happy.
I’m getting a little depressed as I write this. I hope the bleak future I’m

predicting for newlyweds isn’t true. It would be awful if same gender mar-
riages turned as sour as the old fashioned kind. If this happens, the only folks
who will profit from the High Court’s decision will be divorce lawyers. I’ve
nothing against such attorneys so if law is your profession, don’t get riled.
I’ve used your services more than once.
Now that the definition of marriage has finally been decided and those of

us too stupid to think it involved one man and one woman have been set
straight, I hope politicians and judges move on to lesser important issues. 
Like Afghanistan and the tanked economy.
Kennedy is a freelance writer who resides in Brimley.

Tyrades! By Danny Tyree
Remember when gray hair made

one appear distinguished and sage?
When every facial line told a proud
story?
In 2015, the story the lines tell is,

“Once upon a time, a boss hired a sweet
young thing, but now she’s so haggard
she’s scaring customers and pit bulls.”
In April of 2012, I wrote about the

Naked Face Project. Apparently those
anti-makeup activists haven't made
much headway, because the June 29
"Time" magazine cover story ("Nip.
Tuck. Or Else.") reveals a reality in
which "everyone" (including males) is
getting some sort of cosmetic proce-
dure, putting intense pressure on the
few holdouts.
Where once we snickered at hicks

who bathed only on Saturday night, it's
now okay to assume those who haven't
had some combination of breast aug-
mentation, buttocks augmentation,
nose alteration, Botox injections or fat-
melting procedures just fell off the
turnip truck.
Yes, cherish those brief years

between "Act your age" and "Look
someone else's age."
The phenomenon has been buoyed

by more sophisticated techniques (with
less scarring), payment plans ("Does
she or doesn't she? Only her loan shark
knows for sure"), informative programs
such as "Extreme Makeover" and that
harsh lighting you find in some restau-
rant restrooms. ("The waiter SAID the
dessert was to die for. But apparently I
already did that three or four days
ago.")
Cosmetic procedures are no longer

just an option. They're a civic duty, a
moral imperative. Participants must be
up for a crusade, proclaiming things
like "I've been to the mountaintop (of

credit card debt)" and "Free at last! Free
at last! Thank God Almighty, we're
droopy-eyelid free at last!"
So complicated is today's minefield

of cosmetic procedures that consultants
charge up to $500 an hour to select the
right mix of tweaks and the fits-like-a-
glove physician, so you can keep your
friends from gossiping about your
appearance behind your back. Of
course, that has led to consultants who
will charge your friends $500 an hour
to recommend NEW things for them to
gossip about behind your back.
We're facing a new Cold War, as

patients escalate the competition for the
most cutting-edge technique, the most
highly rated doctor and the most fre-
quent treatment schedule. Soon, people
will fight aging by tattooing their first
sonogram on their face.
I once considered getting hair

implants, so I'm not going to sit in judg-
ment of any individual who genuinely
thinks she/he has a genuine need and
funding for some cosmetic procedure.
It's like one person dropping a candy
wrapper or pirating a song. But when
HERD MENTALITY takes over, we
could face a whole new divisive system
of "haves" and "have nots." Beauty
may be skin deep, but a caste system is
ugly clean to the bone.
Perhaps my friend Tyrone can put

things into perspective. ("Sorry to hear
about the folks who were once mistak-
en for their children's grandparents by a
busy, nearsighted 15-year-old clerk. I
myself was once mistaken for a serial
rapist. By 15 racist cops. So I feel your
pain...OUCH! No, that's still MY pain.
But power to the trendy people!")

©2015 Danny Tyree. Danny wel-
comes email responses at
tyreetyrades@aol.com and visits to his
Facebook fan page "Tyree's Tyrades". 

Cosmetic procedures: Are you the holdout?
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Co-Ed Flowers - And Gifts, Inc.
538 Ashmun St. • Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783
Ph. (906) 632-2601 • www.coedflowers.com

Downtown Sault Ste. Marie Since 1930

567 ASHMUN ST.
SAULT STE. MARIE, MI  49783

906-632-3367

HOUSE OF BARGAINS
Complete Home Furnishings

And Floor Covering

Downtown Days
Arts & Crafts • Vendors • Food • Games

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan
Friday & Saturday, Aug. 7 and 8:  9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Saturday, Aug. 8: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hosted by the International 

Antique Auto Club

Slashin’ Ashmun Car 
Show

Footwear & Apparel
Established 1913

Downtown
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Phone (906) 635-9885

TRIBAL

Women’s Fashions For Any Occasion
Dresses, Pantsuits, Dress Slacks, Capri Sets

Sizes 4 to 24W, Petite & Regular

Casual Lifestyles
Downtown Sault Ste. Marie  906-635-0484

See Our Beautiful Dressy & Casual  Dresses 
For Mothers of the Bride and Wedding Guests

400 Ashmun St. • Sault, MI
906-635-9150 • 800-593-5943

JEWELRY    •    GIFTWARE In-Store Financing Available

Designed exclusively for
Ryan’s Jewelry, this freighter
pendant is sterling silver and

represents the spirit of
Sault Ste. Marie.

Great as a collection piece or
vacation memory, each pendant

includes a card describing 
the Soo Locks and the local area.

SAULT STE. MARIE DOWNTOWN DAYS
AUGUST 7 & 8

SIDEWALK SALES, VENDORS, 
KIDS GAMES & MUCH MORE

BAY MILLS — Mukwa Fitness
Center can now offer the services of
another certified personal trainer to
patrons. Lori Gambardella completed
her training recently with the National
Strength and Conditioning
Association and now can put NSCA-
CPT on her business card.
She was inspired by John Krentz,

health and fitness department chair at
Bay Mills Community College, who
is also a certified personal trainer. She
took his health and fitness class while
attending BMCC. Graduating with an
associates in health and fitness in
2013, Gambardella bought a book and
began studying to prepare for her test-
ing. She earned her certification at
BMCC’s East Campus on April 17.
This was her second attempt at the

test. She had failed the first one, held

in Grand Rapids, by only two points.
“I found out I was right the first

time, but second guessed myself.
When I passed the second time, it was
like having a million bucks!”
Her grit and determination to over-

come obstacles can be an aspiration to
others, she hopes, in her work as a per-
sonal trainer.  A Sault Tribe member,
Gambardella dropped out of  Sault
High School when she became preg-
nant. She earned her GED through
night classes and when her two chil-
dren were ages 9 and 6, she enrolled at
BMCC. 
Her parents both died young from

disease, her father from lung cancer
and her mother from ALS, or amy-
otrophic lateral sclerosis, also known
as Lou Gehrig’s Disease. “That was
an eye opener on health and well-
ness,” said Gambardella. “A motiva-
tion to keep your mind and body real-
ly healthy. I decided that I wanted to

help people do that.”
She believes as a trainer, you are

selling yourself and have to look the
part, look healthy. “I went through my
own transformation,” she added.
While attending college,

Gambardella was the student manager
at Mukwa Fitness Center. Now that
she has graduated and received her
certification as a personal trainer, the
fitness center has hired her as Health
Promotions Trainer. 
Currently, she is teaching a

women’s elders exercise class every
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. and a circuit
weight training class those same days
from noon to 1 p.m. She is also avail-
able by appointment as a personal
trainer, either at the gym or at a client’s
house. Her fees are $35 an hour, or
$20 for half hour.  
Gambardella works with all ages

through strengthening, conditioning
and cardio workouts. 
“Athletes, the elderly, and those

who want to continue strengthening
and conditioning after physical thera-
py. I work on power, endurance,
weight loss, agility and flexibility.,”
she explained. “ I don’t work with
anyone who needs monitoring for
COPD or emphysema, but I do help
those with metabolic diseases, such as
diabetes.
“I like to work out and help peo-

ple,” she added. “Life is what you
make of it. You have one chance; you
might as well make the best of it.”
Gambardella can be reached at

906-248-9009, ext.1or by email at
lori_gambardella@live.com.

Gambardella qualified as trainer
By Sharlene Myers

Bay Mills News

BAY MILLS — Boys &
Girls Club of Bay Mills have
been busy with activities this
summer, said Sandy Walden,
Club director. Events includ-
ed games and programs such
as kickball, soccer, arts and
crafts, Lifeskills, More Kids
in the Woods, Tribe-to-Tribe
Walking Challenge, mentor-
ing and field trips. 
Volunteer Week was held

June 22 to 26, with members
learning the importance of
volunteerism and giving back
to the community. The chil-
dren cleaned up parks and
roads, swept corners, filled
sand bags, and planted flow-
ers at the Club. 
The most popular events were cookie delivery and a visit to the

animal shelter. The five-to-seven-year-old group delivered home-
made cookies to the hardworking men and women at the Ellen
Marshall Building, while the 8-year-old group visited Chippewa
County Animal Shelter, delivering treats and supplies and spending
some quality time with the cats and dogs.
Staff member, Brad Cameron, retained his Boys & Girls Club of

Bay Mills World Cup Soccer Championship title by defeating Team
Nicaragua in the final match. Brad’s team represented Canada and
was made up of team members Delaney Walden, Lindsey Hill, Keldon
Perron and Wesley Edwardson. 
Team Canada worked well together and played hard, said Walden,

and their motivation for a second title paid off.  But there was a little
controversy among other team captains over the shortened matches on
the second day of the tournament, she added, which left many at a dis-
advantage. Walden has demanded a rematch but her cries have gone
unanswered. “My only hope for redemption is a second tournament in
August. I will keep you posted if justice prevails!”
Extended teen-only hours are now being offered Monday through

Thursday from 5 to 7 p.m. Participants must be 13 to 18 years old, no
exemptions. Club spaces at Waishkey Center, such as the youth cen-
ter, the gym and game room will be open for a variety of activities.
For more information about Boy & Girls Club of Bay Mills, call

Sandy Walden at 906-248-8575, or visit their Facebook page. 

Boys & Girls Club is having a busy summer

STAYING STRONG — Several women have signed up for an elders exercise class at Mukwa Gym, taught by
group trainer, Lori Gambardella, pictured front right.  They meet Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from
10:30 to 11 a.m. to work out with chair exercises, aerobic steps, resistance cords and body weight exercises.
The program is free of charge and open to all elders over the age of 55, tribal and non-tribal. For more infor-
mation, call Gambardella at 906-248-9009, ext. 1.



SAULT STE. MARIE — Unlike
winter, summer flashes by like a
rocket, and the annual Sault Summer
Arts Festival is just around the corner.
On Tuesday, Aug. 4, on the Sault City
Hall grounds, the annual Arts Festival
will take place. Festival hours are
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
The festival gives people the

opportunity to actually talk to the
artists and craftsmen whose work
they admire and to buy their work
without paying extra to a middle-
man—better for the artist and better
for the customer.  With the craftsmen
there to talk to, one may also  special
order something not shown and learn
more about a craft one might like to
pursue.
Right now, the weather has every-

one outdoors as much as they can be,
including the artists who make out-
door living more fun.  On the top of
that list is Paul Mason, who uses
junked metal and a rich imagination
to craft yard ornaments with person-
ality. From turtles bearing shells of
copper pots to improbable bees and
kami-kazi pilots, his yard ornaments
will keep you smiling for years to
come.  
Mark Besteman has Adirondack

chairs with a Michigan twist, along
with other outdoor log furniture.  Pam
Von Seggern has stone faced light-
houses, flower pots and more and the
Vandermuellens have horseshoe wind
chimes, cut out metal address posts
and more.  
Bonnie Besteman paints on

objects used both inside and out.  To
enhance indoor living you’ll find the
beautifully finished hand crafted fur-
niture of Norris Seward as well as his
remarkably distinct scenic photo-
graphs; stoneware pottery by
Schmidt-Marken Designs; metal wall
art by the Hammans; and distinctive
ceramic wall tiles by Leif Sporck.
David Brown is working with drift-
wood and has some highly original
wall plaques as well as fence post
plant caddies.
Some items at the festival one can

find only there and in exclusive shops
with big prices in big cities.  In this

category are the beautifully made,
buttery soft leather purses by Jan
Barnes—a grand assortment of sizes,
colors and designs. 
In the same special category are

the nattily dressed stuffed moose and
bears that stand sentry at the entrance
of Shirley Harrer’s double booth. She
has smaller, teddy bear size critters as
well, along with all sorts of sewn bas-
kets, mittens, socks, and revamped
shirts, almost all of which are made
from recycled materials.  
Another in the exclusive category

is Janet Bonnell with coiled pine nee-
dle baskets and wall hangings.   In the
glass category are the kilnformed
glass wall tiles, nightlights and more
of Gail Van Sledright, and the large
variety of suncatchers by Mark
House. 
Painters include many award win-

ners, including last year’s Best of
Show winner, David Bigelow.  Most

of the artists have paintings and prints;
many also have beautiful cards.  For
the nautical, look to Jeanne Tubman’s
oils and Anthony Strublic’s pencil
drawings.  For wildlife—back to
Jeanne Tubman.  
For beautiful Woodland Indian

paintings and cards, seek out Zoey
Wood-Salomon.  For paintings on
useful objects look to Bonnie
Besteman, Renee Hillock and Lorna
Bricco.  For the far out—newcomer
Jason Jensen.
Lots of jewelers (too many to men-

tion) working in silver and gold, glass,
vegetable products, beads, fibers and
wood.  Apparel and accessories
includes shirts, hand knitted items,
rugged leather wallets and belts.  Non
profit organizations have raffles, festi-
val tees and sweatshirts.  
Admission is free. Check out

www.saultarts.org for up to date
information and photos.
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BUY HERE, 
PAY HERE!!

Call Rich Foley, 989-306-3656

Bad Credit, Bankruptcies, Repos Okay.
Bank Financing available as low as 2.5 %!

Easy Terms — Low Down Payments.
Monthly payments as low as $150.

24-Month Warranties Available on All Vehicles!
100s of Vehicles and 1000s of Happy Customers!

• Full Line Grocery
• Fresh Meats, Featuring

USDA Choice Beef
• Fresh-Baked Bakery

Products
• The Freshest Produce

& Dairy Products
• Large Selection of 
Beer, Wine & Liquor

Plus A Complete
Hardware Store

Open Daily: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.

COUPONS
AVAILABLE!
Check out our
new website 

for great deals —

www.rudyardcoop.com

Pickford 
Feed Service

Rudyard 
Feed Service

Deer Plot MixesDeer Plot Mixes

200 N. Pleasant Street
PICKFORD   906-647-3251

11292 E. Main Street
RUDYARD     906-478-7411

Rudyard Area Community Foundation
announces their golf scramble results

SAULT STE. MARIE – Lake
Superior State University invites
adult students from both sides of
the St. Mary’s River to find out
what the university has to offer
them during a Non-Traditional
Student Open House from 6 to 8
p.m. on Monday, July 27, in the
Walker Cisler Center on campus.
The program is an opportunity

for students who may have started
a degree some years ago, or who
may be thinking of expanding
their skills in anticipation of find-
ing a different career path, to find
out how they can get started. It
will also be an opportunity for stu-
dents to provide feedback to LSSU
staff on how they can best be
served.
“This will be an information

gathering and giving event,” said
Britta Mitchell, the LSSU admis-
sions advisor who is organizing
the event. “We will provide
prospective students with a brief
questionnaire to gather informa-
tion on their interests and chal-
lenges to them as non-traditional
students in our area, as well as pro-
vide information about our current

programs and schools of study.”
Information centers and presen-

tations will be set up in the univer-
sity’s Walker Cisler Center, fol-
lowed by question-and-answer
sessions where prospective stu-
dents may learn about financial
aid, continuing education, sched-
uling and more. Representatives
from all of LSSU’s schools of
study will be on hand to answer
questions and address concerns.
“We are looking forward to

talking to non-traditional students
in the area who want to take class-
es here at LSSU,” said Mitchell.
“If they can’t make this event,
we’re always available to answer
questions.”
While LSSU has some non-tra-

ditional students taking classes,
Mitchell said there is always room
for more. She noted that there is no
limit as to how late in life someone
may wish to continue their educa-
tion or start a degree.
Last May, 76-year-old Audrey

Hutchison and her daughter,
Michele Fiering, 53, both of
Hessel, finished their respective
degrees. Hutchison, a published

author, earned a bachelor’s degree
in liberal studies creative
writing/criminal justice to comple-
ment her work in writing crime
novels and murder mysteries.
Michele finished the six credits
she needed to complete a degree in
business administration.
“As I took classes, I was able to

apply many objectives taught in
my courses, which made my job
easier and in some instances
helped me transition to a position
of promotion,” said Fiering. “The
end result for me wasn’t just a
diploma; it was learning tech-
niques and theory that is applica-
ble in careers that are constantly
evolving and changing.”
“It was the opportunity of a

lifetime,” Hutchison told the Sault
Evening News in May. She urged
others in the community to take
advantage of the coming open
house. “What a wonderful oppor-
tunity for those who have contem-
plated either returning to finish or
to start their degree.”
For more information, contact

Mitchell at 906-635-2057 or
bmitchell5@lssu.edu.

LSSU invites adult students to its
non-traditional student open house

RUDYARD — The 13th annual Rudyard Area Community Foundation
Golf Scramble was held at The Oaks at Kincheloe golf course on Friday,
June 19. All proceeds went towards scholarships for Rudyard High School
graduates.
Participating four-person teams played nine holes to determine the

final results. In the COED Division, there was a tie for first place with the
team of John Palmer, Barb Palmer, Clarlyn Ledy and Rick Ledy having
the same score of 32 as did the team of Krista Dobson, Mark Dobson,
Brian Masterson and Jeanne Masterson. Third place went to the team of
Christina Bradley, Rob Bradley, Dawn Gillett and Travis Mayer, shooting
a score of 34.
The women’s grouping found the team of Denise Barnes, Sue

Williams, Sara Grabendyke and Jana Hutchinson winning with a score of
37. 
First place in the men’s division, with a score of 28, was shot by Wayne

Hesselink Jr., Steve Markstrom, Adam Anderson and Pat Fruik. Second
place with a score of 30 was the Pure Country Shooters team consisting of
Larry Porterfield, Jess Case, Dave Postma and Terry Patzwald. Third
place at 37 was the team of Barry Davis, Eric Davis, Becky Davis and
Gary Davis.
Hole specials  winners: longest drive was won by Brian Smith; sinking

the longest putts on #10 was Barry Davis, on #16 was Dawn Gillett and
on #18 was Terry Patzwald. Putting contest winner was Denise Barnes,
followed by Dave Postma and Brian Smith. 
The RACF is very grateful to the businesses who help sponsor the

event. The 14th Annual RACF Gold Scramble is scheduled for Friday,
June 17, 2016. For more information, call Gary Davis at 906-478-5244.

Sault Summer Arts Festival will be held on Aug. 4
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BINGO
Brimley VFW Hall

8968 West M-28 Brimley
* Card Sales At 5:30 p.m. * Play Starts At 6:45 p.m.

* Progressive Jackpot * Concession Available
PUBLIC WELCOME

EVERY TUESDAY

SAULT STE. MARIE — On
Friday, Aug. 14, the Salvation
Army, Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services and
United Way of the EUP will be
hosting the 5th Annual Project
Backpack at VanCitter’s Field in
Sault Ste. Marie. 
More than 1,000 attendees are

expected and the partners expect
to distribute 600 backpacks,
based on previous year figures.
Any family that may be strug-

gling with a financial hardship
will be able to receive a free
backpack for their child, preK-
8th grade.  No income require-
ments are necessary, just a state-
ment of need.
Families are encouraged to

bring their children.   This event
is not just for adults, but a way to

kick off the new school year in a
positive fashion with free hot-
dogs, bounce houses, balloons,
face painting and more.
In past years, the community

has helped in the gathering of
supplies and hosting bus boxes.
You will see boxes out this year
at both main Soo Coop Credit
Union branches, Central Savings
Bank, Vision Center at Walmart,
Sault Tribe, US Coast Guard, JC
Penny, MI Dept. of Corrections,
Check n Cash and War Memorial
Hospital.
Volunteers also pour out for

this event, which is really made
up of three mini events culminat-
ing at the large distribution day.
The first event is with cohort

Soo Motors. Every year Andy
Haapala is happy to help students

in need and is a drop off location.
Their goal is to fill the back of a
Ford truck. Haapala also posts
event signs and flyers during
sidewalk sales.  
The second event is with the

United Way’s long standing part-
ner, Walmart.  They permit a
“Stuff the Bus” event each year
at their Sault location, which
gathers funds and supplies out-
side the store. 
This year, that will take place

on Saturday, Aug. 8 from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m.  This not only allows
the community to drop off sup-
plies, but also brings awareness
to folks who may not have heard
about Project Backpack.
Then on Thursday, Aug. 13

from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Salvation
Army, all the backpacks are

stuffed.  
“We have a ton of families that

come and assist,” said Tracey
Laitenen, United Way executive
director. 
“This year, we are once again

looking for youth groups and
families to wear the backpacks
‘backwards’ and stuff them with
all our donated supplies.”
The big day arrives on Friday,

Aug. 14, when backpacks will be
distributed. 
“We do not anticipate running

out this year so we have removed
“first come, first serve” off of our
flyers,” said Laitenen.

“We could not host this event
without our partners. We hold
meetings from April through
September to get things right and
it takes a village.”
Partners in Project Backpack

include:  Lake Superior State
University for parking enforce-
ment, City of Sault Ste. Marie

Auxiliary Police for line control
and safety measures, War
Memorial Hospital, Department
of Natural Resources & Smokey
the Bear, Students United &
Tracy Menard, YooperDogs, U.S.
Coast Guard, The Eagle 95.1,
U.S. Border Patrol, Customs &
Border Protection, Anytime
Fitness, Sault Ste.. Marie Fire
Department, EUP Great Start
Collaborative, JC Penny,
Hiawatha Shore-to-Shore, Dafter
Lion’s Club, Masonic Lodge of
SSM, Instigators Robotics Team,
Pickford Presbyterian Church,
Rotary Club of SSM, and many
other youth groups, individuals
and families.
For information on hosting a

booth at this event contact
Laitenen at 906-632-3700x2. For
information on volunteering con-
tact Steve at 906-632-3700x2.
Follow the event on Facebook at
UnitedWayEUP.

Project Backpack will distribute school supplies to those in need

School board addresses financials and
bids farewell to Superintendent Kantola

Brimley Area Schools Board
of Education met for a regularly
scheduled meeting on Monday,
June 15. All board members were
present. 
The June meeting marked the

end of the fiscal calendar for the
2014-2015 school year, leading to
several budget amendments to
wrap the books up. These efforts
are to align the actual expendi-
tures with the budget prior to the
July audit. 
For the most recent year,

Brimley did well with anticipated
revenues increasing from both
impact aid and grant money. In
total, there was an excess of rev-
enue over expenditures to the
tune of $70k. A few costs were
more than anticipated for the
year, as transportation came in
high due to the use of several sub
bus drivers, and general mainte-
nance of vehicles from gas to
tires and oil changes. According
to High School Principal Brian
Reattoir, the costs go up as the
buses get older.
In other new business, the

board approved the ongoing EUP
Business Services Consortium
Agreement. Three years ago, the
district initially entered into the
agreement with the ISD upon the
retirement of the business manag-
er. The ISD relationship has
worked well thus far and saved
the district nearly $60k since the
switch. 
In personnel matters, the board

accepted the retirement of bus
driver Walter Shields, who has
been with the district for more
than 30 years.  Custodian Jesus
Rosa also resigned from his posi-
tion, as did playground aide
Jennifer Johnson. 
Administrative contracts were

also approved for the new high
school principal/superintendent
position that will be held by
Reattoir. His compensation for
the job will be a salary of $95,000
per year and he will initially be
under a three year contract.
Elementary Principal Pete
Routhier’s salary was made under
a two-year contract for $80,000
per year. Both contracts have
merit pay stipends included,
based upon evaluations.  

After much discussion, the
board reserved a possible amend-
ing of Routhier’s salary after
talks with the negotiations com-
mittee.  Contracts needed to be in
place prior to July 1, so tabling
the issue was not an option. Joyel
Hyvarinen, the new  high school
assistant principal/teacher will
receive a salary of $70,000 per
year in her position. She will
work as part time principal and
continue to pick up teaching
duties. 
Bookkeeper Bill Beaune, Food

Service Director Toni Phillips,
Technology CoordinatorBrian

Komejan and Head of
Maintenance Denny Holdsworth
will all receive a 3 percent raise
for the 2015-2016 school year. 
The June meeting also marked

the last meeting for
Superintendent Alan Kantola, as
Reattoir officially took the reigns
to his position on July 1. Kantola
has been with Brimley for well
over a decade. He retired previ-
ously from the district but took
the call back to service when
Brimley was in need. “The board
has always been supportive,” said
Kantola. “It’s been a great experi-
ence.”

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News

LANSING –Children across
Michigan can curl up in a
favorite spot with a good book
about literary and real-life heroes
during the 2015 Summer
Reading Program. 
This year’s program encour-

ages Michigan’s children and
teens to focus on heroes of fic-
tion and nonfiction, such as
police, firefighters, soldiers,
leaders and historical figures.
“I urge all students to partici-

pate in this fun, free, voluntary
program that promotes personal
reading to help maintain their
academic growth and learning,”
State Superintendent Mike
Flanagan said. “The program is
in full swing with summer-long
activities, events and celebra-
tions related to this year’s Heroes
Theme.
Michigan’s public libraries are

gearing up for the Summer
Reading Program with promo-
tional events. 
The Library of Michigan,

through its national
Collaborative Summer Library
Program partnership, is sharing
materials, artwork and program-
ming ideas with public libraries.
The effort allows each public
library in the state to focus on
working with children and teens
to improve their reading ability
and enjoyment of books.
The 2015 program includes

slogans based on the Heroes
Theme for children, teens and

adults. The slogans are: “Every
Hero Has a Story” (children);
“Unmask!” (teens); and “Escape
the Ordinary” (adults).
“Through these activities,

Michigan’s public libraries
encourage the children and fami-
lies of our communities to read
together,” said Randy Riley, the
State Librarian. “This effort
helps builds interests and helps
children maintain reading skills
over the summer break and enter
school ready to succeed in the
fall.”
To see what programs are

offered in your community, con-
tact your local public library. To
find the public library in your
area, use the Interactive Library
Directory at
www.michigan.gov/librarydirec-
tory.

Libraries bringing heroes to children and teens
through the 2015 Summer Reading Program



SAULT STE. MARIE —
Lake Superior State University
and the LSSU Foundation are
honored to announce a scholar-
ship that will carry on a special
legacy by providing financial
assistance to student nurses
who exemplify a passion for
their chosen profession.
The Bonnie Crabb-Tremblay

Memorial Nursing Scholarship
is named after LSSU nursing
alumna Bonnie Crabb-
Tremblay, who died in March
2015 after a battle with cancer.
The scholarship will provide
financial assistance to a junior
or senior in the LSSU Bachelor
of Science in nursing program.
Awards will be made on the

recommendation of the nursing
faculty and based on the student
who best exemplifies the dedi-
cation and compassion of the
nursing field, much like Crabb

did herself. Successful candi-
dates must also carry at least a
3.0 grade point average.
Crabb was born in Escanaba

and graduated from North
Central High School, Powers,
Mich., in 1972. She continued
her education, receiving
degrees in both nursing and
psychology from Lake Superior
State College in 1976.
During her career, she

worked in many areas of nurs-
ing while focusing on providing
the best compassionate care for
everyone she met. Her special-
ties included emergency medi-
cine, geriatrics, psychology,
dialysis, home health and hos-
pice, and air medical transport.
After a career that encompassed
so many different nursing spe-
cialties, she coined a favorite
phrase, “Hey, I’m just the Old
Nurse!”

“In our small community, it
affects us all when we lose
someone like Bonnie,” said
Tom Coates, executive director
of the LSSU Foundation. “I feel
so fortunate that both of our
families grew up together. The
challenge is now on all of us to
keep alive the spirit of such a
caring and charismatic person.
She is truly missed.”
“Mom absolutely loved

being a nurse,” said Bonnie’s
son, Blake Crabb. “She took
great pride in garnering multi-
ple specialties that enabled her
to give patients exceptional
care. She treated with her heart
first and her hands second. She
also loved teaching new nurses,
making them feel important and
empowered. Her patients meant
the world to her and, as a kid, I
remember her taking calls at all
hours of the night. She never
stopped being a nurse.”
Blake said that in the months

before his mom died, his family
discussed the scholarship with
her.
“She told me, ‘Blake, make

sure this isn’t all about me. It
has to be providing nursing stu-

dents with an opportunity to
succeed. We need more great
nurses that truly care and will
put their patients first.’”
“Scholarship recipients will

be the future nurses of our ever-
changing and evolving health
care system,” Blake said.
“I believe wholeheartedly

that nurses are the backbone of
healthcare,” he added. “Our
family excitedly looks forward
to perpetually supporting nurs-
ing education at LSSU in her
honor. Cheers to Mom and the
future nurses she will inspire!”
Blake’s sister, Brooke Crabb,

agreed that her mother put her
heart and soul into her life’s
work.
“To my mom, nursing wasn’t

just her profession; it was her
life, love, and passion,” she
said. “She loved her patients,
and she loved being able to help
them, no matter what the cir-
cumstance was. She went above
and beyond with her work and
always worked with her heart.
Her job never seemed to be
done!
“Education was incredibly

important to her,” Brooke con-

tinued. “She always wanted to
learn new things and become
qualified in different medical
specialties so she could treat
and teach more people. Mom
loved to educate new nurses
and give them confidence to
take on the nursing profession
and its many challenges. She
always said, ‘This isn’t going to
be easy, by any means, but I
promise you that it will be
worth it!’
“Our family is happy and

proud to support nursing educa-
tion at LSSU,” Brooke added.
“I know this is the absolute best
way to honor her and the nurs-
ing profession that she loved so
much. We wish nothing but the
best to all future LSSU nurses. I
hope my mom can continue to
inspire and motivate them for
years to come.”
For more information on

how you can support the Bonnie
Crabb-Tremblay Memorial
Nursing Scholarship, please
contact the LSSU Foundation at
906-635-2665 or by email to
foundation@lssu.edu. Those
who wish to make a gift may
also visit lssu.edu/give
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Starting Memorial Day weekend: 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

PICKFORD BUILDING CENTER

C e d a r v i l l e   •    P i c k f o r d   •    D e T o u r   •     S t .  I g n a c e  

COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIES & HOME CENTERS

221 N. MAIN ST.
CALL: 647-3101

• Home, Cottage, Garage & Deck Packages
• Andersen Windows
• Daily Delivery Service
• Carpet, Ceramic & Hardwood Flooring
• Computerized Kitchen Design
• Over 100,000 items available through our weekly
Hardware Distribution at competitive prices!

Family creates LSSU scholarship in honor of mother

FOR HER FACETS OF NURSING – Lake Superior State University President Tom Pleger, center, signs
documents with Brooke and Blake Crabb that establish the Bonnie Crabb-Tremblay Memorial Nursing
Scholarship, in memory and honor of their mother. Crabb-Tremblay, who received degrees in both nursing
and psychology from Lake Superior State College in 1976, had a career that spanned specialties such as emer-
gency medicine, geriatrics, psychology, dialysis, home health and hospice, and air medical transport. She
passed away in March 2015 after a battle with cancer. (LSSU/John Shibley)

BABYSITTERS CLASS — The latest crop of babysitters is now available to help the parents of Bay
Mills Indian Community take some time off, knowing their children are in safe hands. The group were
trained in June at Ojibwe Charter School and received certificates stating they have successfully com-
pleted the Healthy Start/Tribal Home Visiting Babysitting Class for 2015. Pictured left to right is
babysitter Alexis Leapley receiving her certificate from Shelby Leapley, Family Health Educator for the
Tribal Home Visiting grant.  For more information, contact Joann LeBlanc, Healthy Start nurse, at 248-
8360.



By Brooke Kansier
Great Lakes Echo

Drowning is the second lead-
ing cause of accidental death for
children under 14 and swimming
lessons and water wings aren’t
cutting it, according to a
Michigan-based water safety
group.
“Most people don’t really

understand the need for water
safety at the moment,” said Dave
Benjamin, executive director of
project management at the Great
Lakes Surf Rescue Project,
which teaches students about
water safety at schools through-
out the region.
A recent Red Cross survey

found that 61 percent of children
lack basic swim safety skills that
would save their lives in a
drowning situation. Those are
skills like treading water for
more than a minute or calmly
locating a shore or pool ladder.
“People don’t understand that

even if they or their child know
how to swim, they might not
have those basic swimming abil-
ities to save their own lives in

the water,” Benjamin said.
Surf Rescue has held 72

school presentations in six of the
eight Great Lakes states this
year, and more than 100 since
starting the program in 2012.
More are in the works for when
school is back in session in the
fall.
The group works with stu-

dents from kindergarteners to
high school seniors, covering
topics that include how to spot a
distressed swimmer, recognize
dangerous currents and use safe-
ty devices like throw rings.
“For our elementary students,

we keep it fun, we keep it enter-
taining,” said Bob Pratt, Surf
Rescue’s executive director of
education who runs many of the
school presentations.
Rather than preach a list of

rules, Pratt said that he takes a
different approach with older
students, explaining the risks
and rewards involved in danger-
ous activities like pier jumping.
Giving them this kind of infor-
mation allows students to make
up their own minds.
“They are going to take risks,

they are going to make choices
that are less safe, and I think it’s
important that we empower them
to recognize that there are choic-
es,” said Pratt, a retired fire-
fighter who has taught safety
education for more than 15
years. 
“I think the kids are very

receptive to us giving them
information in a way that they
can use that information, rather
than just simply preaching to
them don’t do this, or don’t do
that.”
Individual schools need to do

more to encourage water safety,
Benjamin said. He encourages
districts to further invest in
water safety, giving it the same
importance as fire and severe
weather drills.
“It’s time for water safety to

be taken up to the same level as
the other safety measures that
are in schools,” he said. 
“When we look at the statis-

tics from the Centers for Disease
Control, we’ll see that more
school aged children are going to
die drowning each year than die
in fires, tornadoes and earth-

quakes combined.”
More than 700 children drown

each year, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Drowning comes second only

to car accidents in unintentional
death for children one to 14, and
is the leading cause of accidental
death for those four and under.
“If we want to get to the

largest audience in the shortest
amount of time, a water safety
school curriculum is the fastest
method,” Benjamin said. 
“And, at the same time, you

can get educational materials to
parents, and the teachers and
faculty at the school.”
Implementing such a curricu-

lum is largely up to individual
districts, said Linda Forward,
director of Michigan Department

of Education’s Office of
Improvement and Innovation.
“Whether this is adopted by

districts is strictly up to them,”
she said. 
“Certainly, we want our kids

to be safe, and want them to
know and understand things like
water safety.”
Every day, an average of 10

people in the U.S. drown, at least
two of whom are children under
14, according to a CDC fact
sheet. For every child that
drowns, another five receive
emergency care for submersion
injuries, which can range from
hypothermia to severe brain
damage.
“It really needs to get more

core attention, so we can make a
dent in those numbers,” Pratt
said.
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School water safety instruction as important as tornado and fire drills

SAULT STE. MARIE — Soo
Film Festival once again wel-
comes films and filmmakers to
downtown Sault Ste. Marie this
fall. This year’s festival has been
expanded to three days and is set
to take place from Sept. 11 to 13. 
The festival has issued an open

call for entries. All genres and
non-fiction are accepted in feature
and shorts categories. Filmmakers
will find details on the Submit a
Film page of the festival website,
soofilmfestival.org. Films may be
submitted via FilmFreeway at
filmfreeway.com/festival/SooFil
mFestival or via a downloadable
entry form. 
The festival committee has set

an Aug. 7 deadline, and no entry
fee is required. Late entries are
due Aug. 14 with a fee of $10.
The chosen films will be
announced the last week of
August.
Soo Film Festival will take

place in downtown Sault Ste.
Marie, Mich. in the historic Soo
Theatre. The theatre is in a
revival, hosting opera, plays, and
concerts, as well as music and
dance education. The festival is
part of its return to its film roots.
"Last year we had more entries

than time so we are very pleased
to announce the festival is grow-
ing,” said Festival President
Taylor Brugman. “It is also our
goal to expand the movie experi-

ence beyond the Festival itself
and bring movies back to down-
town and the Soo Theatre."
Soo Film Festival 2015 is open

to anyone but will continue to
emphasize and showcase work
from the Great Lakes region.
The festival is the result of

work done by the organizing
committee of Taylor and Liz
Brugman, Allison Youngs, Mark
Dobias, Pat Egan, Susan James,
and Jason Markstrom, as well as
the festival’s advisory board.
The advisory committee is

charged with helping the festival
grow. The Soo Film Festival
Advisory Board includes Helen
Cho Anthos, Nick Childs, Steve
Hamilton, Jason Markstrom, John

Regan, Rich Brauer, and Steven
Wiig. The board was brought
together for their connections to
film, story, music, and the Great
Lakes. More information about
the board members is located on
the festival website.
Soo Film Festival, Inc. is a

nonprofit organization whose
mission is to promote and host
film and allied arts festivals in the
City of Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan. Soo Film Festival, Inc.
seeks to showcase the work of
independent and emerging film-
makers, especially from the Great
Lakes of North America, while
bringing movies back to down-
town Sault Ste. Marie and the his-
toric Soo Theatre. 

Soo Film Festival calls for entries, expands

ST. IGNACE (AP) — A long-distance swimmer from Michigan has
postponed a planned Fourth of July swim to Mackinac Island while tow-
ing a barge carrying a vehicle.
Jim Dreyer said in statement he injured himself while clearing trees

near a Lake Michigan beach.
The event has been rescheduled for Aug. 15. The swim from St. Ignace

at the north end of the Mackinac Bridge was organized to help draw atten-
tion to the 2015 Mighty Mac Swim, a planned crossing of the Straits of
Mackinac that’s scheduled for Labor Day.
The Mighty Mac Swim will take place alongside the annual Bridge

Walk, which draws thousands each year to make a 5-mile crossing on the
Mackinac Bridge between Michigan’s Upper and Lower peninsulas.
Both events are fundraisers for Habitat for Humanity of Michigan.

Swim to Mackinac Island while 
hauling barge postponed until Aug. 15



SAULT  STE .  MAR IE  —
Bayliss Library, affiliate of
Superior District Library, will
host storyteller Pete Griffin on
Thursday, July 23, at 7 p.m. He
will tell about, “The Skunk
Whisperer and Other Stories from
a Life in the Forest Service.”
Griffin. He grew up in
Cedarville, graduated from Lake
Superior State College (now
University) in 1974 with a B.S. in
Biological Science, and became a
Wildlife Biologist. In 1999 when
he was promoted to Forest
Ranger, he began to tell his sto-
ries on the radio. 
His library talk will include

stories from Michigan to
Minnesota to Alaska, such as
“Mack Lake Fire” and “A Wolf
Called Romeo.” The stories are

often humorous, sometimes
poignant, highlighting lessons
learned the hard way. They are
not stories for young children.
Thank you to Les Cheneaux
Community Library for recom-
mending Pete Griffin. For more
information about the storyteller,
visit the website of www.thesto-
rytellingranger.com.
July 28, 6 to 8 p.m., Yarn

Workers Guild
Agate Hunting 101: Luce

County resident Betsy Lewis will
present Agate Hunting 101: An
Agate Adventure for Beginners
on Thursday, July 30, at 6:30 p.m.
at Bayliss Library, affiliate of
Superior District Library. The
program is for ages 8 and up to
learn about how to find and col-
lect Lake Superior agates. Learn

what they look like on the beach,
what characteristics you are look-
ing for, how to recognize a vari-
ety of different Lake Superior
agates, and why people have so
much fun agate hunting. If you
have a possible agate, bring it
with you and you may discover
the answer. Betsy Lewis’s pro-
gram has been presented at
Tahquamenon Area School
Public Library to rave reviews.
She will have some items avail-
able for sale. Children ages 8-12
must be accompanied by a parent.
Chippewa County

Genealogical Society: The CCGS
usually meets at Bayliss Library,
affiliate of Superior District
Library, on the third Tuesday of
each month. July 21 will be an
exception. That meeting will be a
field trip to Lake Superior State
University’s Kenneth J.
Shouldice Library, where
Librarian Mary M. June will
speak about “Local History and
Genealogy Resources at LSSU.”
On August 18, Rudyard author
Beth Overly will present a talk
about “Mollie and Me (Using the
Grieving Process to Write Family
History)” at Bayliss Library.
Both programs will begin at 7
p.m. and are free and open to the
public.
Aug. 1, 1 p.m., Family Movie
Aug. 6, 4:30 to 6 p.m., Friends

of Bayliss Library Book Sale Pre-
Sale for members
Aug. 7, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,

Friends Summer Used Book Sale
Aug. 8, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.,

Friends Summer Used Book Sale
Aug. 8, 2 p.m., LEGO Club
2015 is the 110th anniversary

of Bayliss Public Library, affili-
ate of Superior District Library
(formerly the Carnegie Library).
In commemoration, the Friends
of Bayliss Library will hold a
birthday party and book signing
on Saturday, August 8, during
their Gently Used Book Sale. The
library’s 2005 history book,
“From Carnegie to Bayliss: The
First Hundred Years of Sault Ste.
Marie’s Public Library” will be
offered on special, for $4. 
The author, Bernie Arbic, and

cover illustrators, Ken Hatfield
and David Bigelow, will be on
hand to sell and sign the book, as
well as other books/artwork.
“From Carnegie to Bayliss” is
also available for sale this year at
the old Carnegie Library building
(the EUPISD) on Armory Place.
Aug. 11, 12 to 2 p.m., Creative

Endeavors
Aug. 11, 1 p.m., Homeschool

LEGO Club
Dr. James Walker: “Martin

Luther, Rembrandt, and Vermeer:
The Beginnings of Protestant
Art” is the topic of Dr. James

Walker’s annual summer art his-
tory program at Bayliss Library,
affiliate of Superior District
Library. It will be held on
Tuesday, Aug. 11, at 7 p.m. 
Beginning in 1517, Martin

Luther began a revolution to
reform the Catholic Church.
Religious strife would divide
Christians for decades. The
Protestant Reformation influ-
enced many of the great artists of
the day. This presentation will
show how Luther’s ideas influ-
enced the art of the Dutch artists
Rembrandt and Jan Vermeer.
(Warning: some of the paintings
portray nudity.) 
Dr. Walker is a retired

Professor of Humanities, who
taught for 40 years, 30 of which
were at Ferris State University.
He is currently teaching as an
adjunct professor at LSSU, from
which he earned a degree in his-
tory. His graduate degrees are
from Western Michigan
University and Florida State
University.
Appraisal Event with Mark

Moran: In August, two Superior
District Libraries will be hosting
Antique and Collectible
Appraisal events with appraiser
Mark F. Moran of Iola, Wis. He
has been an appraiser for more
than 20 years, a guest expert on
PBS’s Antiques Roadshow, a con-
tributing editor to Antique Trader
magazine, and co-author of over
25 books on antiques and col-
lectibles.
Mark Moran will be at Les

Cheneaux Community Library on
Friday, Aug. 14, from noon to 4
p.m., and at Bayliss Public
Library on Saturday, Aug. 15,
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The charge
per item to be appraised is $10.
You must register and pay in
advance at your library of choice;
space is limited. The appraisals
will be verbal, not written. You
may be part of the audience for
his days of appraisals and watch
him in action. 
Moran will appraise most

items, including: fine art, furni-
ture, ceramics, glassware, vintage
photographs, advertising, folk
art, assorted toys, metalware,

clocks, and costume jewelry.
Each library has a more detailed
list of categories he can appraise.
“Our three-hour event was a

gratifying success. No matter the
monetary value of each item,
Mark made each person feel that
the piece they brought in was
special and interesting in some
way. He’s also very entertaining:
his witty remarks kept us smiling,
and his sense of timing kept us in
suspense as we waited for him to
state the value of each piece,”
said Bess Arneson, Librarian in
Eau Claire, Wis.
For a fee, Moran is also avail-

able to visit homes to assess col-
lections. For more information,
see www.markfmoran.com.
There have been questions

about the Michigan Activity Pass
program. Superior District
Library affiliates do not provide
passes to hand out like we used to
with the Park and Read program.
Instead, your library card enables
you to print off passes from any
computer for discounts on fun
activities throughout Michigan. 
You may search www.michi-

ganactivitypass.info to find this
year’s offerings at more than 230
state parks, historic sites, forest
campgrounds, and recreation
areas. 
From the search screen, add

your library’s name by searching
Superior District Library and
then finding your affiliate. There
are several ways to search. You
may select different mileage
amounts from your current zip
code to find locations within that
range, you may search through
their brochure, or go to advanced
search and search by subject. 
Once you find a location of

interest, select Get Pass, check
the Pass Details, select the date of
your visit, and you will be asked
for your contact information and
library card bar code. 
From there you may print your

pass or have it emailed to you.
Summer is a great time to explore
all that Michigan has to offer.
Aug. 22, 1 p.m., Saturday

Matinee
Aug. 25, 6 to 8 p.m., Yarn

Workers Guild
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A family 
restaurant
just before 
the casino,
located on 
the water

Featuring Homemade American and 
Polish Cuisine

Open Daily, 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

9915 W. 6 Mile Road, BRIMLEY
906.248.1045

Family 
Dining &
Spirits

NOWOPEN
NOW
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.
FRESH

WHITEFISH

COZY INN
“Brimley at the Bridge” 248-5131

Take Out Available

7 DAYS A WEEK
Serving Noon to 8pm

BAR & RESTAURANT

open 11 am - 7 days a week
906-253-1728

“STAY CONNECTED”

•Affordable family fun ~ MENU ~
Try Our

~ WEEKLY SPECIALS ~ 
•Homemade Soups

•Specialty Burgers
& Poutine

FISH FRY
EVERY 
FRIDAY

PRIME RIB
EVERY 

SATURDAY
BANQUET FACILITIES

AVAILABLE

ON EHE  LLO FAG OODP LACE  TOEA T
THE ALBANY RESTAURANT & BAR

906-297-8321
Open Daily at 4

Specializing in Fresh Whitefish
Corner of M-134 and M-48, DeTour Village

Air Conditioned
WiFi Available

Bayliss Public Library announces upcoming events

DADS RULE! — A father/son/grandson lunch was held Sunday, June 28 at Bay Mills Resort &
Casinos’ Horizons Conference Center. Robert Passage, Fatherhood Initiative representative for Bay
Mills Indian Community from the Michigan Inter-Tribal Council, presented an overview of the initia-
tive to participants. Plans are to continue the event as an annual opportunity to incorporate more fathers
into events for the community and to embrace fatherhood and the importance of their role in the fam-
ily. It is hoped this will continue in future years to allow fathers to come together for conversation, food
and door prizes. Pictured are the LeBlanc family: left, William “Bun” LeBlanc; far right, his son, Jim
LeBlanc; middle, his grandson, Josh LeBlanc, holding his own son, Josh, Jr.; and behind is great-grand-
son Lawrence LeBlanc. Photo submitted.

Kinross Community Fun Day planned

Kinross Rec Center will host a Community Fun Day to raise money
for new playground equipment on Aug. 8. The festivities will take
place at the Rec Center, 43 Wood Lake Road, Kincheloe. Vendors are
needed for this event. You can bring your own table or rent one for
$10. Space is available both indoors and outside. Food will be avail-
able on-site. Local artists and crafters will also be on hand selling
their work. Come out for the cause — food, music and children’s
activities will go on throughout the day. For more information, con-
tact the Kinross Rec Center at 495-5350. 



By Brooke Kansier
Great Lakes Echo

LANSING — In a state sur-
rounded by 20 percent of the
world’s fresh water, overuse
and sustainability might not be
the first thing on the minds of
Michiganders.
And according to a study

that graded states on their
water policies and conserva-
tion, these concerns may not be
very common in state govern-
ment, either.
The Alliance for Water

Efficiency’s most recent score-
card gave Michigan a mere 3
points out of the possible 40 for
water efficiency and policy.
Compare that to places such as
fellow Great Lakes state
Wisconsin with 15.5, Rhode
Island’s 20, or California’s 29.
With a D grade and the low-

est score among Great Lakes
states, Michigan failed in cate-
gories such as state policies
regarding toilet and shower
head efficiency, water-efficient
building or plumbing codes, or
even guidelines for conserva-
tion among water utility com-
panies — and was given a pass-
ing grade in only one category.
In fact, Michigan has no guide-
lines that exceed federal stan-
dards when it comes to appli-
ances, plumbing or water utili-
ty efficiency.
Michigan is joined by fellow

Great Lakes states Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Illinois,
which also received scores
below 5, despite membership in
the Great Lakes Compact, a
collaboration among Michigan
and other Great Lakes states to
protect and sustain the Great
Lakes water basin.
While some of these Great

Lakes states have attempted to
improve water use — an
amendment will come into
effect this year in Illinois
requiring users of high-capaci-
ty wells, particularly farmers,
to report usage data —
Michigan legislation directly
applying to water use and con-
servation has been minimal
since the state received its fail-
ing grade in 2012.
DEQ Communications

Director Brad Wurfel chal-
lenged both the report and the
notion that Michigan has done
little in the years since it was
released.
“To compare our water use

to, say, Arizona or California is
unfair to the point of being
disingenuous, because there is
nothing similar about our
hydrology,” Wurfel said by
email. “The idea that states
with dangerously limited sup-
plies of fresh water are doing
more than Michigan in the area
of water conservation does not
surprise me.
“In Michigan, this conversa-

tion isn’t about low-flow toilets
and ultra-green showerheads.
It’s about agriculture and
industry, land use and wetlands
protection and aging sewer
infrastructure at the community
level.”
Wurfel said the Snyder

administration is pursuing con-
servation initiatives through a
statewide water use advisory
council and a 30-year water
strategy. While Snyder has
signed into law multiple bills
dealing with issues such as
sewer infrastructure and pollu-
tion, conservation and limiting
overuse have been largely left
out of the conversation in
recent years.
Michigan’s water use has

decreased over time, but the
state still uses more surface and
groundwater from the Great
Lakes basin than any other
state — about 10.4 billion gal-
lons daily in 2011, according to
data by the Great Lakes
Commission.
Fossil fuel energy produc-

tion, such as the cooling
processes used in power plants,
are the largest users of this
water, according to 2013 data
from the Great Lakes Regional
Water Use Database — almost
six times more than the
amounts withdrawn for public
water supplies.
Michigan put a law into

place in 2008 to limit large
water withdrawals, specifically
for irrigation and fossil fuel
energy, which, according to
Keith Creagh, director of the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, are some of
the biggest uses of water in the
state.
While fracking is still a

growing operation in Michigan,
the amounts of water involved
in the process have raised
attention and criticism.
According to Jon Allan, direc-
tor of the state’s Department of
Environmental Quality’s Office
of the Great Lakes, however,

what the withdrawn water is
used for is not the issue.
“Whether you’re using it for

fracking, or for industry, or for
human use — you know, a city
takes out a lot of water,” Allan
said. “The stream doesn’t know
what the water’s being used
for.”
Regardless of how

Michigan’s water is used, it has
begun to have an impact on
some groundwater reserves
throughout the state, according
to Allan.
“We have seen an increased

number of aquifers in some
places that are getting
stressed,” Allan said.
These stressed aquifers are

not a new problem. In 2012,
Michigan State University’s
Institute for Water Research
found that in Ottawa County
both glacial and bedrock
aquifers had declined signifi-
cantly, and claimed that the
current number of withdrawals
in that area would not be sus-
tainable in the future. The same
year, the DEQ identified 12
counties throughout the state
that were experiencing similar
troubles.
“These areas are a great

reminder that, even in the Great
Lakes state, our supply is finite
and we need to manage it care-
fully to maintain the quality of
life we all enjoy,” Wurfel said.
Creagh said that while

Michigan resources are more
significant than those in
Western states, how water is
managed can make all the dif-
ference.
“Our water resources are

plentiful,” Creagh said “But
you just have to look to
California.”
While the Great Lakes

region won’t be drying up any-
time soon, officials in nearby
Great Lakes basin state
Pennsylvania issued a “drought
watch” for 27 of its counties
late last month, and are calling
for water conservation
statewide. As of April 17, the
watch was still in effect.
“What you have to make

sure you’re doing is balancing
your withdrawal against the
ability to recharge, so you’re
not sort of permanently and
irreparably lowering that water
table forever,” Allan said. “You
have to live within the means
that nature provides us.”
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See us for ALL your car & truck needs

18988 S Mackinac Trail, Rudyard     906-478-5331
www.tricountyrudyard.com

Professional Service, Award-winning Technicians
Serving the area for over 30 years!

Scheduled Maintenance
Computer Diagnostics
Timing Belt
Water Pumps
Brakes
Electrical
Air Conditioning
Wheel Balance

Alignment & Steering
Muffler & Exhaust

Engine Service
Cooling Systems

Clutch
Transmissions

Shocks & Struts
Oil Change

2512 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie MI
906-632-8291

DENNY’S
Auto Body & Sales

Complete Auto Body 
Repair & Refinishing

ECONOMICALLY PRICED CARS & TRUCKS

M-129 & 5 Mile Road 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI

906-635-3040

2008 Cadillac STX AWD ..........................$8500
2007 Hyundai Accent, 2-door ...................$3495
2006 Chevy Trailblazer ........................... $5495
2004 Pontiac Montana Van ..................... $3495
2003 VW Passat ..................................... $4195
2003 Chevy Trailblazer ........................... $1895
2002 GMC Sonoma 4x4 ......................... $4800
Belarus Diesel 4x4 Tractor ...................... $7500

MOST VEHICLES
UNDER
$5,000!

The Bay Mills Child Development
Center is currently accepting

applications for the 2015-2016
school year.

For more information, please call 
Andrea Shaw or Christel LeBlanc at 248-8700.

Services include the Creative Curriculum, free Head Start from 8 - 2
p.m., and  monthly parent training. Head Start and Early Head Start
can work in coordination with the Intermediate School District to
provide services for children with physical, emotional and/or learn-
ing disabilities.

Give Your Child a Good Start ...
with Head Start!

Submitted by Brian Wesolek,
BMIC aquatic biologist

BAY MILLS — Since 2009,
Bay Mills Indian Community’s
Biological Services Department
has monitored water quality at
Gumshoes and Riverview
beaches. Staff collect water and
site data weekly from each site.
The water is delivered to

Lake Superior State University
where it is analyzed for E. coli
bacteria, an organism that is
found in the digestive tract of
birds and mammals. E. coli are
an excellent indicator organism
that may signal fecal contami-
nation of water and the pres-
ence of other harmful bacteria,
parasites or viruses.
The concern is that when

these microscopic organisms
are found in high numbers,
human health may be at risk
when individuals come into
contact with water through
activities such as swimming. 
When test results exceed

safety levels, Biological
Services staff then issue beach
closure notices and urge
bathers to proceed at their own
risk.
Each beach site has signs

that indicate the current status
of test results. The public are
also notified with community-
wide emails, signs posted on
community buildings and
through the tribal website at
www.baymills.org.
Past sampling indicates that

Bay Mills has high water quali-

ty at its beach sites, but occa-
sional beach closures still
occur during the summer
months. High bacteria levels
seem to correlate with recent
rain events, high wind and
wave action at the beach and
high water turbidity. 
It is likely that the source of

bacterial contamination at our
beach sites is due to direct
inputs from gulls and other
waterfowl, the resuspension of
sediment that holds a reservoir
of bacteria or the direct run-off
of bacteria from the surround-
ing beach during rain events.
For further information on

the beach monitoring program,
contact Brian Wesolek at 906-
248-8648 or by email to
bwesolek@baymills.org.  

Beach monitoring continues

Great Lakes state gets the worst grade for water 
policy, according to Alliance for Water Efficiency

CHIPPEWA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
KINROSS, MI

WWW.RACEKINROSS.COM

SUNDAY, JULY 19
CHRISTMAS IN JULY

SUNDAY, AUG. 16
LADIES NIGHT

All ladies admitted FREE, 
special giveaways. 

Kids Power Wheels Race
FULL SHOW!

SUNDAY, AUG. 2
BARK AT THE SPEEDPARK
FUNDRAISING EVENT FOR

CHIPPEWA COUNTY 
ANIMAL SHELTER

Kids rides with favorite
driver! FULL SHOW!

Dedicated to the youngest fans.
Facepainting. Inflatables. Kids 
Bike Giveaway. FULL SHOW!
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ADVERTISE WITH
BAY MILLS NEWS!

Call Shar at
906-248-8142.
Great Rates
& Discounts

E.U.P Special Olympians, coaches and
families would like to thank all the golfers
who came out for our second anual E.U.P.
Area 35 Special Olympic Golf Scramble. 

All monies raised stay locally for EUP Special Olympian athletes.

Thank you to our host, Tanglewood Marsh Golf Course,
and thank you to all our Hole sponsors and donors.

Chippewa Motors: Hole in One sponsor 
for a Yamaha Viking.

HOLE SPONSORS: War Memorial Hospital 
• Mark’s Tire • Knights of Columbus Council #649 
• Edward Jones “Making Sense in Investing” David A.
Weber, AAMS • H&H Autosound • Fernelius Hyundai 

• Arfstroms Pharmacy • A Special Friend

GIFT DONORS: Bay Mills Resort & Casinos • Wild Bluff
Golf Course • Tanglewood Marsh Golf Course 

• Crossings • The Oaks • Munoscong Golf Club 
• Pro Sports • Cook’s Union Station • Jets Pizza

• Fernelius Hyundai • Line X Custom Car Audio/Video
• Dominos Pizza •Chums Cafe • Burger King 

• Picture This Photgraphy 

Frances Garee
Frances Dale (Fox) Garee, 75, passed away on

Thursday, June 25, 2015 at her home in Bluefield, W.Va.
She was born in Gassaway, W.Va, the daughter of James
Herman and Bernice (Carr) Garee on May 13, 1940. She
grew up in Frametown (Sugar Creek, Upper Rock Camp),
W.Va. In 1959, she met and married the love of her life,
David Garee. The pair traveled for his job before settling
in Herkimer, N.Y. to raise a family. Fran worked at Folts
Home as a nurse’s aid and obtained her LPN prior to her
retirement in Bluefield in 2004. She was a loving wife,
mother and “Nana.”
Fran is predeceased by her parents, husband and infant

daughter Tammy; sisters, Elsie Dobbins and Marietta Garee; brother, Jerry Garee; and nephew, Rick Dobbins. 
She is survived by a sister, Patty (Rod) Nutter of Frametown, W.Va; sons, David Bruce (Shannon) of Sault

Ste. Marie, Mich., James Kevin of Naples, Fla., and Ward Keith and spouse Tony of Queens, N.Y.; grandchil-
dren, Maegan Garee of Ft. Myers, Fla., Serrell Garee of Princeton, W.Va, and David Jerald Garee of Sault Ste.
Marie; a great-granddaughter, Chloe Garee of Princeton, W.Va; best friend and niece, Shelly Cotrill and grand-
nephew, Tyler, both of Gassaway; and her faithful canine companion, Lacey. 
At her request, no services were held. Cremation has taken place with the assistance of Cravens-Shires

Funeral Home of Bluefield. A private burial will take place later this year at the family cemetery in Sutton, W.Va. 

Walking On

I would like to express how grateful I am to the police
officers, both men and women, who serve us, protect us
and put their lives on the line for us each and every day.
A routine traffic stop can turn into a deadly situation in an
instant. I have several family members and friends who
are police officers. They are people with families too, and
it is important to remember that.
The media would like us to focus on the incidents of a

few officers who made poor choices. I would like to turn
that focus around and celebrate the hundreds of officers
who serve their communities with honor and distinction.
I asked a friend to create these simple, yet powerful,

clings that I hope will flood the EUP and beyond. My ini-
tial order is for 25 clings. I am giving them away free of
charge to anyone who would like one. I will keep order-
ing them until the requests for them stop.
If you would like one of these window clings to dis-

play your support for law enforcement, please contact me
at officerclings@gmail.com and I will connect with you
to get a cling delivered. Or if you see me, just ask and I
will give you one. Please join me in supporting police

officers everywhere. 
Sherry Bertram
“We have an incredible warrior class in this country

— people in law enforcement — and I thank God every
night we have them standing fast to protect us from the
tremendous amount of evil that exists in the world.” —
Brad Thor  

Thank you!
Bay Mills/Brimley Historical Society would like to

thank their sponsors for their contributions during the
July 4 festivities: Bay Mart, Bay Mills News, Bay Mills
Resort & Casinos, Bear’s Den, Brim-Cor Corp., Charlie’s
Beauty Shop, Cozy Inn, Family Fare, Four Seasons
Market, G&P Services, Gillett, Halvorsen & Leonhardt
CPA, Hiawatha Telephone Co./Jamadots, Jack’s Grub &
Pub, Johns’ Johns, Lock City Home Center, Mark’s Tire,
Mel’s Fireworks, National Office Supply, North Shore
Market, Parker’s Ace Hardware, Parmer’s Farm Market,
Pickle’s Bar & Grill, Sacy’s Restaurant, Sault Insurance
Agency, Sault Printing, Save-A-Lot, Soo Co-op Credit
Union, Soo Super Valu Market, Whiskey River and
Whiskey River Construction. 

Thank you!
The Bay Mills Indian Community Pow Wow

Committee would like to thank everyone involved in
making this year’s competition pow wow a success. This
was our 24th year for the tribe’s annual event. The
Committee will be continuing to raise funds for next
year’s 25th Annual “Honoring Our Veterans”
Competition Pow Wow. We hope to raise even more
funds in order to increase our winner payouts. Without
staff and community members buying 50/50 draw tick-
ets, raffle tickets, the payroll deductions, bake sale and
food sale buyers, and garage sale donators and buyers,
etc., we would never have earned enough to make this
year’s event a reality. So thank you everybody, for help-
ing us! 

Maeve C. (DeWick) Fitzgerald
Maeve C. (DeWick) Fitzgerald, 63, of Kincheloe, Mich., formerly of

Hessel, Mich. died on her mother’s birthday, July 9, 2015, surrounded by
her loving family. 
The former Maeve Cathleen DeWick was born Nov. 6, 1951, in Sault

Ste. Marie, Mich. to Lionel Edgar “Lee” and Frances Ann (Mertaugh)
DeWick.  She was a graduate of Les Cheneaux Community Schools and
attended Lake Superior State College.  On Jan. 1, 1972, she married Patrick
Fitzgerald at Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church, Hessel.  Their union
was blessed with two children. In addition to raising her children, Maeve
worked in the casino industry. Most recently she worked for Family Dollar
until retirement.
She was an avid Detroit Tigers and Green Bay Packers fan.  Maeve cher-

ished her memories of fishing with her Grandpa Gene Mertaugh. She loved
camping, boating, fishing and taking road trips with her sister. Maeve had a
great affection for all of her many dogs over the years. She had a very giv-
ing heart and will be missed by many. 
Surviving are her children, Bridget (Kevin) Terwilliger of Robinsonville, Miss., and Brendan (Dennis E.

Burnside, III) of Sault Ste. Marie; longtime companion, Deborah Carrick; siblings, Timothy (Bonnie Mikkelsen)
DeWick of Hessel, Brian (Elisabeth) DeWick of St. Ignace, Mich. and Melissa (Joseph Cundari) DeWick of
Hessel; a niece, Caroline DeWick of Milwaukee; an uncle, E. James (Marcie Waggoner) Mertaugh of Hessel;
cousins, Daniel (Judy) Mertaugh, Amy (Mark) Izzard, Erin (Jason Brooks) Mertaugh, Kerri Mertaugh and Margo
(Hunter Kovalski) Mertaugh; other relatives and friends.
Preceding Maeve in death were her parents; her grandparents, Gene and Helen Mertaugh and Leon and

Madelyn DeWick; uncles, Jack and Bob Mertaugh; an aunt, Ella May Mertaugh and a cousin, Tommy Mertaugh.
Services have taken place with interment at Cedar Cemetery.  

Richard Allen Shaw
Richard Allen Shaw, 51, of Rudyard, Mich., formerly of Pickford, Mich., died on July 7, 2015 in Pickford.

He was born on Aug. 30, 1963 in Biddeford, Maine to Roger Owen and Lila June (Kelly) Shaw Sr.
Rick grew up in Detour, Mich. After high school, Rick moved to Gillette, Wyo. and Oregon where he

worked in the oil fields for several years before moving back to the Eastern Upper Peninsula for work as a
corrections officer. On Sept. 6, 2014, he married Sheri Frakes Royer. After working for the Department of
Corrections for 26 years, Rick retired in December of 2014. He enjoyed the comradery he had with fellow
corrections officers for many years in Kincheloe.
Rick loved to be outdoors, hunting, fishing, and camping. He liked to cook as well. He was an excellent

handyman who could fix almost anything. He also enjoyed and cherished every minute he had with his fam-
ily and was a great dad to his children. Rick and Sheri traveled to Jamaica, Mexico, and the Grand Cayman
Islands to vacation in the time they had together. Rick was a member of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of
Chippewa Indians.
Rick is survived by wife, Sheri Shaw; children, Trevor Owen and Taylor Dae Shaw of Pickford; step-

daughters, Jamie Lee and Lauren Rae Royer of Rudyard, Mich.; mother, Lila Shaw of Pickford; grandmoth-
er, Martha “Joan” Shaw of DeTour, Mich.; brother, Roger Owen Shaw Jr. of Pickford; nieces, Natalie Ann
and Tiffany Lee Shaw of Pickford; and nephew, Anthony Allen Babbich of Wyoming.
Rick was preceded in death by his grandfather, Captain Glenn Shaw, and his father, Roger Owen Shaw,

Sr.
Services have taken place with the assistance of Reamer-Galer Funeral Home. Private interment will be

at Maple Grove Cemetery in DeTour Township.

Names & Faces



RUDYARD —   The Rudyard
Lions Summerfest Triathlon and
5K run will be held on Sunday,
July 26 beginning at 9:30 a.m. in
the parking lot at the Rudyard Area
School’s Larry G. Davis swim-
ming pool.  The triathlon is a
reverse order event beginning with
a 5K (3.2 miles) run on a paved
“out and back” course.  Next is the
bike course 24.3K (15.1 miles) that
returns participants back to the
Rudyard swimming pool for a
1/2K swim (22 lengths of the
pool). 

Gary Davis, Lions Triathlon
Chairperson, said, "This triathlon,
because of the event distances, is a
great race for both the novice and
competitive racers.  Top athletes
will finish in a few minutes over
one hour and some racers, whose
main goal is to complete the entire
course, finish in around two hours.
Youngsters and those up to 80-plus
year olds have participated over
the years."    
Registration fee to participate in

the individual triathlon is  $40 if
returned after July 15.
Since the Rudyard triathlon

starts with the run, all contestants,
including those choosing to do just
the 5K run, start at the same time.
Separate finish areas are designated
for those only doing the 5K run and
those continuing to the bike and
swim portions of the triathlon.  The
5K participant entry fee is  $20.
Teams with two or three indi-

viduals joining together are wel-
comed, with team members choos-
ing to run, bike or swim.  This is an
excellent way for individuals to
“test the waters” of a triathlon race
if they do not feel ready to take on
all three parts of the triathlon.
Team entry fee (2 or 3 members) is
$81.
The annual Rudyard Lions

Triathlon and 5K run is the first leg
of the sixth annual Upper Peninsula
Triathlon Triple Crown which also
includes the established triathlon
races in Curtis (Aug. 1) and in
Grand Marais (Sept. 6).

Participants who choose to enter all
three races will not only be chal-
lenged by entering all the events,
but will also be eligible for addi-
tional awards.  Athletes interested
in the UP Triathlon Triple Crown
can register at the Rudyard race.  
The Rudyard Lions also have an

event that overlaps with the
triathlon called the Lions Team
Challenge.  The Lions Challenge
has three Rudyard Lions members
“throwing down the gauntlet”, and
challenging members of other
Lions Clubs, service groups, organ-
izations, or just neighborhood bud-
dies, to join us in a little friendly
competition.  
They challenge their team of

upper middle–aged, less than peak
physically conditioned (but highly
motivated) Rudyard Lion’s triath-
letes against the best other teams
can come up with.  
If your team triumphs over all of

the other teams in the Lion’s
Challenge, the Rudyard Lions Club
will write a check to your favorite
nonprofit group or charity for
$250.  

This year the “Lion’s
Challenge” fee for each team is $75
(2 or 3 people).  It is suggest that
Lions Challenge participants get
pledges or sponsors to defray the
cost of entry.  
The Lions 5K and Triathlon and

the UP Triathlon Triple Crown
event are affiliated with the Upper
Peninsula Road Runners Club
(UPRRC).  UPRRC members
receive a $2 discount on their entry
fee.
All participants receive an event

t-shirt and are invited to stay for
lunch and are eligible for door
prizes.  Money raised by the
triathlon and 5K races is used by
the Rudyard Lions Club to support
projects at the local, Michigan and
international levels.  As with all
Lions Club fundraisers, no funds
are used for club administration.  
Those wishing more informa-

tion can visit www.rudyardlions-
triathlon.com, to register visit
active.com or contact Gary Davis,
Triathlon Chair at
rudyardlions@gmail.com  or by
calling 906-478-5244

LANSING (AP) — Buoyed by a
recent U.S. Supreme Court decision,
advocates of overhauling how
Michigan draws legislative and con-
gressional seats plan to raise public
awareness about redistricting in
preparation for a potential 2016 bal-
lot initiative.
The ruling, issued in the last

week, upheld the authority of states
to strip lawmakers’ authority to set
congressional district maps once a
decade. Arizona voters had created
an independent commission in 2000
to take the politically charged job out
of the hands of the Legislature.
The League of Women Voters and

Common Cause, groups that advo-
cate for fairer maps, are researching
other states’ redistricting systems
and conducting polling before ramp-
ing up educational efforts with help
from local civic groups.
“That’s a big undertaking. The

public doesn’t know much about it.
They don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about when you say redistricting.
They don’t see the significance of it
in their daily lives,” said Sue Smith,
a vice president for the League of
Women Voters of Michigan.
She said gerrymandering, the

drawing of district lines to benefit a
political party, is a problem no mat-

ter which side is in power because
Michigan ends up with representa-
tion not reflecting its population. If
done well, gerrymandering can pro-
tect incumbents and maximize the
number of districts in which one
party has a majority of voters.
Republicans controlled the redis-

tricting process in both 2001 and
2011. The GOP has a 9-5 edge in
Michigan’s U.S. House delegation.
Republicans enjoy 63-47 and 27-11
majorities in the state House and
Senate.
State Democratic Party Chairman

Lon Johnson said the court decision
“paves the way for Michigan to
explore the option of a fairer system
that better reflects voter sentiment in
our state.” Organizers of a constitu-
tional amendment would have to col-
lect about 315,000 valid voter signa-
tures by next July to put the measure
to a public vote in November 2016.
Some experts doubt that commis-

sions would remove partisanship
from the process. Others say geogra-
phy may be as responsible as gerry-
mandering for the GOP advantage.
Democratic voters are more clus-

tered into dense urban areas while
Republicans are dispersed in rural
and suburban areas.
“That accounts a little bit for the

disparity in total votes cast versus
number of seats achieved,” said
GOP strategist Bob LaBrant, refer-
encing Democrats’ complaints that
they win more votes statewide than
Republicans only to be outnumbered
in Congress and the Legislature. He
noted that Democrats controlled the
state House from 2007 through 2010
despite a GOP map.
LaBrant, who has been involved

in Michigan’s redistricting process
for decades, said key components of
any revamp would include who
would create lines instead of legisla-
tors and the criteria to be followed.
In defending the current system, he
said legislative maps have abided by
standards such as respecting city and
county boundaries to the extent pos-
sible.
The Detroit area has some

“ugly”- and “adventuresome” -look-
ing congressional districts such as
the 11th and 14th, held by two new-
comers, Republican Dave Trott and
Brenda Lawrence, LaBrant said. But
he said that is because Detroit lost a
quarter of its population over a
decade and lawmakers needed to
keep intact districts where minorities
are a majority of residents under the
federal Voting Rights Act.
“Any petition drive to amend the

Michigan Constitution would come
under a great deal of scrutiny,” he
said. “Just because you get it on the
ballot doesn’t mean it’s going to
pass.”
Thirteen states have commissions

with varying roles in drawing con-

gressional lines, an approach
endorsed by the Supreme Court.
Twenty-one states use a commission
in their redistricting process, includ-
ing 13 where the panels have pri-
mary responsibility for drawing up
plans.
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906-984-4070

HOURS: Open Daily, 9:30 am to 8:01 pm • Sunday, 9:30 am to 6:01 pm

Religious Gifts • Sun Catchers & Panels
Over The Hill Birthday Gifts 

Willow Tree • Sports Gifts • Frames

www.dasgifthaus.com

120 E. MAIN STREET · PICKFORD, MI
Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5:30 Sat 8:30-5

PHONE: 906-647-5255

WATSON’S SHOE STORE

Summer Sale
... STARTS JULY 20 ...

FERRARO TIMEPIECES AND 
FAMILY HEIRLOOMS

(906) 248-5436
LOCATED IN RED BUILDING, 1 MILE WEST OF BRIMLEY POST OFFICE ON IRISH LINE RD.

BRIMLEY, MICHIGAN  • CLOSED SUNDAYS

WE OFFER THE LARGEST VARIETY & BEST PRICES
A SPECIAL CLOCK FOR 
YOUR UNIQUE TASTE

FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP FOR

GRANDFATHER CLOCKS AND COLLECTORS CABINETS

SALE
GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Michigan groups eye redistricting ballot drive after ruling

The Michigan State Police has announced the results of preliminary
reports that indicate five people lost their lives in five separate traffic
crashes during the 2015 Fourth of July holiday weekend.  In comparison,
11 traffic crashes resulted in 12 deaths during the 2014 Fourth of July hol-
iday weekend.
“These numbers are preliminary and only reflect those fatalities

reported to the MSP as of 1 p.m. on Monday, July 6,” saidF/Lt. Jim
Flegel, acting commander of the MSP Training Division.  “The prelimi-
nary numbers show a decrease in fatalities from this same holiday period
last year.  The MSP continues to urge motorists not to drink and drive, to
always use proper restraints and to drive safely.”
The 2015 Fourth of July holiday weekend ran from 6 p.m. on

Thursday, July 2, through 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, July 5.
“Throughout the summer months, troopers will continue to be on the

lookout for motorists who are unbelted and exhibiting dangerous driving
behaviors,” Flegel added.  “Our goal is to reduce traffic fatalities and
injuries on Michigan roads.”
The summer-long traffic safety campaign Michigan Summer of Safety

focuses on awareness of motorcycle, pedestrian, bicycle and child pas-
senger safety.  Additional information and free Michigan Summer of
Safety materials can be found on the Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning website.

Michigan State Police report decrease in traffic
fatalities during 2015 Fourth of  July holiday 

There were nearly 700,000 motor vehicles report-
ed stolen in the United States in 2013 – that’s a vehi-
cle stolen every 45 seconds. Nearly 45 percent of
these vehicles are never recovered.  With July being
the most popular month for auto theft, now is a good
time to ensure your vehicle is not an easy target.
“It may be surprising to learn that thieves don’t

just steal new cars; older cars are often stolen for
parts,” stated Mr. Tim Bailor of the Michigan
Automobile Theft Prevention Authority. “Breaking
into a vehicle takes only a few seconds, but so does
taking precautionary action to prevent being an easy
target for thieves.”
In support of July as National Vehicle Theft

Prevention Month, the ATPA offers the following
safety tips:
• Keep your keys with you at all times. Don’t leave
the keys in or on the vehicle.
• Close and lock windows and doors when your vehi-
cle is parked.
• Never leave valuables in your vehicle, especially
where they can be seen.
• Don’t leave your vehicle running unattended.
• Always park in well-lit areas.
• Keep your vehicle in your garage, if possible.

• Install a car alarm or use a theft deterrent device
like a steering wheel lock or gear shift column lock.
In 2013, there were 24,369 cars, trucks and other

vehicles stolen in Michigan. The 10 most stolen vehi-
cles were:
2004 Chevrolet Impala
2000 Dodge Caravan
2013 Ford Fusion
2013 Ford Taurus
2013 Chevrolet Malibu
1999 Chevrolet Pick-Up (Full Size)
2000 Jeep Grand Cherokee
1999 Ford Pick-Up (Full Size)
2004 Pontiac Grand Prix
2013 Ford Explorer
The ATPA was developed in 1986, and since that

time, it has helped to reduce auto theft in Michigan
by 66 percent. The ATPA awards grants to law
enforcement agencies, prosecutors’ offices and
neighborhood organizations focused on apprehen-
sion, investigation, prevention and prosecution of
auto thefts. 
During the 2014 grant year, ATPA grant-funded

auto theft teams recovered 4,198 stolen vehicles with
a value of approximately $36 million. 

Protect your vehicle from auto theft

5K Run, triathlon to be held July 26 in Rudyard



SAULT STE. MARIE – Lake
Superior State University's
Foundation Office has received
arguably the most unique gift in
LSSU's history. Bill Verrette, of
Iron Mountain, Mich., trans-
ferred title of his Silver Shadow
Rolls Royce, licensed as “La
Voce,” to LSSU on June 29. The
car was used by none other than
jazz and movie great Frank "Ol'
Blue Eyes" Sinatra.
The 1973 long-wheelbase

Rolls and its history piqued the
interest of Verrette when he was
visiting the Barrett-Jackson Car
Auction of Scottsdale, Ariz., in
February 2014.
"When I saw her there, blue as

Frankie's eyes, I knew I had to
pick up a piece of history," said
Verrette. "So armed with a letter
of credit faxed from my banker

in Iron Mountain, I jumped into
the bidding until she was mine."
Bill Harrah, a renowned busi-

nessman and founder of Harrah’s
Hotels and Casinos, originally
owned the Rolls. Harrah was
very influential in the formative
years of the gaming industry in
Nevada and had an extensive
collection of classic cars.
Harrah gave the vehicle to

Nick Sevano, Frank Sinatra’s
lifelong friend and manager in
Reno, Nev. During the car’s
early years, from 1973-1981, it
was used to transport members
of the “Rat Pack” to their famous
shows in Las Vegas, Lake Tahoe
and Reno. In 1981, Sevano
moved to Beverly Hills, Calif.,
with the car, where it was pam-
pered for more than three
decades.

The next step in the car’s
journey from its auction was to
Iron Mountain, Mich., where Bill
Verrette resides and currently
serves as the “Keeper of the
Culture” at Champion Inc. When
he licensed the car in Michigan,
it picked up the moniker “La
Voce.”
“Since the Rolls was used

extensively by Frank Sinatra I
wanted to pay tribute to him by
licensing it in his honor,” said
Verrette. “When I checked with
the Secretary of State’s office,
all of the obvious names were
taken, so I went with 'La Voce,'
which means 'The Voice' in
Italian."
Verrette is owner/director of

Champion Inc., of Iron
Mountain. Champion and its
affiliates provide construction
services, general construction,
heavy construction and project
management throughout the
Midwest, and on-site production
of ready-mix concrete through-
out the country. They supply
mechanical equipment for the
mining and paper industries in
Michigan, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, North Dakota,
Wyoming and Montana.
Together, the companies owned
by Verrette employ about 1,000
people.
Verrette’s connections to

LSSU extend to the university’s
beginnings. His father, Louis,
was on the board of control for
Michigan College of Mining and
Technology, when LSSU was a
branch campus. As a board mem-
ber, Louis encouraged and assist-
ed with autonomy for Lake
Superior State College in 1972.
From there, both Louis and Bill
Verrette worked with LSSC
President Kenneth J. Shouldice

on many campus projects,
including 11 campus buildings.
They helped place what is now
known as the Alumni Anchor on
the grounds of the campus.
Verrette has continued his

relationship with LSSU through
the years, and has been a lifelong
contributor to the LSSU
Foundation. He received an hon-
orary doctorate in engineering
from LSSU in 2013.
“After owning La Voce for a

year or so, I considered donating
it to an organization that would
put the car to good use,” Verrette
said. “I asked President Tom

Pleger about LSSU becoming the
home of 'La Voce' and he was
very enthused.”
University officials plan on

using the Rolls Royce at special
events in the community and on
campus to create awareness and
promote philanthropic support to
LSSU.
“I am so honored that Bill has

decided to donate this special car
to the LSSU Foundation,” said
Pleger. “It’s the perfect color for
us, will be a conversation piece
at events, and will help us pro-
mote Lake State in the communi-
ty we serve.”
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SKINNERS
“Your Tractor Source in the North”

Pickford, MI 
Hours: M-F 8 to 5, Sat 8 to 1, Closed Sundays

Call Today!   906-647-5655

• Easy to maneuver and
requires less space to store.

• Hydrostatic transmission
for smooth, variable
forward and reverse 
speed. Foot-operated.

• Air induction 
mowing  technology 
ensures a clean, 
consistent cut.

• V-Twin Briggs
& Stratton engine.

All year round versatility.

YTH22V42
$1799.00

K & A Boilers
Sault Ste. Marie MI 

906-635-9571

906-632-3300
2988 Ashmun Street, Sault, MI

Service Open M-F: 7:30 am to 5:30 pm; Sat: 9 am to 2 pm
www.ferneliushyundai.com

MOST CARS & TRUCKS                Expires 08/19/15

with
coupon

A/C
Inspection
$2929 ..9595

See FERNELIUS HYUNDAI for all your vehicle needs!

SUMMER SPECIALSUMMER SPECIAL

QUICK N’ CLEAN
Real Durable Oil

Oil Change & Car Wash
Located on the I-75 Bus. Spur
Monday- Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: Lube 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wash 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

906-635-9355

LA DOLCE VITA – Lake Superior State University Foundation First
Vice-Chair Patricia Caruso gazes on jazz legend Frank Sinatra's Rolls
Royce La Voce (The Voice) with Bill Verrette, who presented the historic
vehicle to LSSU on June 29 in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. Among other
things, the 1973 Silver Shadow transported Sinatra and members of his
'Rat Pack' (entertainers Joey Bishop, Sammy Davis, Jr., Peter Lawford,
and Dean Martin) between gigs and various social engagements in Las
Vegas, Lake Tahoe, and Reno. Verrette acquired the storied vehicle in
2014 from an auction of cars belonging to a former associate of Sinatra
in California. Looking on from behind, from left, are Virginia Zinser,
Tom Coates (both of LSSU Foundation), Esther Proulx (alumni office),
and Patricia Caruso's husband, Stan. (LSSU/John Shibley)

Vintage car with storied history lands at Lake State

Learning the Ojibwe language

By Michele Wellman-Teeple, 
Assistant Director

Nishnaabemwin Pane 
Immersion Program

Check Out Our Website: 
www .mac k in a c f o rd . comWest US-2, St. Ignace

906-643-8040
Toll Free:

1-877-562-7249

Hours:  Mon-Fri 8 am - 5:30 pm

2015 Ford F-150 Super Cab
XL Chrome Pkg., 3.5 V6, Auto OVD, A/C,
SYNC, Ext. Cab, 4-door, 4WD, All New
Aluminum Body, Highest Crash Test For
Any Half-Ton Pickup.

Price: $36,760
Factory Rebate:           3,750
Dealer cash Back       $1,300

NOW $31,710!  



LANSING — The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources has
announced promotions for three Upper
Peninsula conservation officers to fill
vacant sergeants’ positions in the
region.

The promotions of Grant Emery,
Michael Hammill and Jerrold
Fitzgibbon in the U.P. were among a
total of eight officer promotions and
three lateral transfers of sergeants
statewide, effective June 21.

Sgt. Grant Emery of DNR Law
Enforcement Division coordinates the
work of UP conservation officers. 

“The past two years have been a
time of rebuilding for the Law
Enforcement Division of the DNR,”
said Lt. Pete Wright, who oversees
three sergeants and law enforcement
operations in the western U.P. from his
office in Marquette.

“With the graduation of the last two
academies, we now have another 58
officers in the field,” Wright said. “This
has allowed us to begin to fill vacancies

that have been left empty for years due
to retirements and promotions.”

Wright said, statewide the eight
conservation officers were promoted to
the sergeant rank to maintain an ade-
quate supervisory span of control.

These first-line supervisors will
coordinate the activities of a group of
conservation officers within a given
work area.

Emery, who had been working as a
conservation officer in Gogebic
County, will now oversee five conser-
vation officers working throughout
Baraga, Houghton, Keweenaw and
Ontonagon counties.

Emery is a 15-year veteran of the
DNR and worked previously as a
police officer with the Manistique
Public Safety Department in
Schoolcraft County.

“He brings years of field experi-
ence, expertise and practical knowl-
edge into his new position as an area
law supervisor,” Wright said.

Sgt. Michael Hammill, DNR Law

Enforcement Division, coordinates the
work of U.P. conservation officersIn
the eastern U.P., Hammill will be
supervising five officers working in
Chippewa, Luce and Mackinac coun-
ties.

Hammill has been a lifelong resi-
dent of the U.P. and is the son of former
DNR wildlife biologist, Jim Hammill.
He was hired by the DNR Law
Enforcement Division in 2002.

“Mike has worked all of his years
with the DNR in Luce County, except
for a short assignment in Gogebic
County in 2005,” said Lt. Skip Hagy,
who supervises two sergeants and
oversees law enforcement operations in
the eastern U.P. from the DNR’s
Newberry office.

Fitzgibbon is a 20-year veteran of
the DNR and has worked in Alger
County since 1995. He will oversee
day-to-day activities of five officers
working in Alger, Delta and
Schoolcraft counties.

Sgt. Jerrold Fitzgibbon, DNR Law

Enforcement, coordinates the work of
U.P. conservation officers”He brings
years of field experience and practical
knowledge into his new position,”
Hagy said.

On June 5, 37 recruits graduated
from the DNR’s conservation officer
training academy in Lansing. Those
recruits currently are undergoing 18
weeks of field training, partnered with
more experienced conservation offi-
cers.

At the end of the field training, the
DNR will announce the conservation
officers’ county assignments.

The most recent academy was fund-
ed in the DNR budget through a
General Fund appropriation providing
25 new positions approved by the
Legislature and Gov. Rick Snyder and
nine new positions funded by hunting

and fishing license revenue. The
remaining positions were previously
funded positions that replace officers
who recently have retired or left the
division.

“The hiring and promotions of con-
servation officers over the past year and
a half have certainly aided us in being
able to successfully continue our mis-
sion to protect and preserve our state’s
natural resources for current and future
generations and to provide for the safe-
ty and welfare of the public,” Wright
said.

A new recruit school is scheduled to
convene at the academy in January.

To learn more about law enforce-
ment job opportunities and the DNR
conservation officer academy, visit the
DNR website www.michigan.gov/con-
servationofficers.
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Roy Electric Co. Inc.
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DNR promotes conservation officers in the U.P.

ONTANAGON COUNTY —
The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources’ Becoming an
Outdoors-Woman (BOW) Program
is offering a Beyond BOW
Backpacking workshop in
Ontonagon County. Scheduled for
the weekend of Aug. 7 to 9, the pro-
gram is for women who have previ-
ous backpacking experience and
would like to expand their abilities.

The workshop starts at 1 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 7, with a gear check
and trip orientation at Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park in
Silver City, Michigan. From there,
participants will drive to the trail-
head and head out, hiking approxi-
mately 3.5 miles with full back-
packs to backcountry rustic cabins.  

“The beauty and serenity of the
Porcupine Mountains make hiking
in the backcountry there an unfor-
gettable experience,” said Sharon
Pitz, the DNR’s Becoming and
Outdoors-Woman coordinator. 

Participants are asked to bring
their own camping gear. See regis-
tration materials for more detail.

All participants must have previous
backpacking and hiking experi-
ence.

“This workshop will hopefully
expand on skills you may have
been taught at previous BOW
workshops including backcountry
cooking, map and compass, wilder-
ness first aid, and hiking,” Pitz said.
“The backpacking trip will include
both days at Mirror Lake with
optional day hiking trips and fish-
ing available.” 
Additional details to consider:

— Cabins offer a remote setting
with no electricity or running
water.

— Participants will stay in two-
bed and eight-bed cabins.

To fish, participants need to pur-
chase a fishing license ahead of the
workshop. The cost is $26 for an
annual license or $10 for a 24-hour
license.

Participants must be 18 or older.
Enrollment is limited to 10; the reg-
istration deadline is July 29.

This is a rain-or-shine event.The
cost for this event is $150 and

includes two nights lodging. 
Class information and registra-

tion materials are available online
at the DNR website at: www.michi-
gan.gov/bow. The registration fee
can be paid online at www.michi-
gan.gov/estore. A fishing license
can be purchased online at:
www.mdnr-elicense.com.

For more information, contact
Sharon Pitz at 906-228-6561 or
email at pitzs@michigan.gov.

Becoming an Outdoors-Woman program will
offer a backpacking workshop in early August

Online tool will help
trout anglers to plan

LANSING — The Michigan
Department of Natural
Resources recently launched a
new tool on its website that
showcases quality trout streams
and lakes accessible to anglers. 
Trout Trails is a comprehensive
map featuring fisheries biolo-
gist-verified trout waters that
often are lesser known, but con-
sidered outstanding destination
points.  

Interested anglers should visit
michigan.gov/trouttrails to
access the Web-based Trout
Trails application. Please note,
Trout Trails is not a download-
able app, but it is compatible
with all types of electronic
devices. 

The first phase of Trout Trails
features 129 sites spread out
over three areas of Michigan:
western Upper Peninsula, north
central Lower Peninsula and
southwestern Lower Peninsula.
Additional locations will be
added over time to eventually
provide statewide trails for
anglers to pursue.  

Each of those 129 destina-
tions features extensive informa-
tion, including trout species
available, regulations, presence
of stocked or naturally reproduc-
ing fish, driving directions (with
a link to Google maps), area
lodging, restaurants, guide serv-
ices and noteworthy information
(such as presence of fast water,
canoe/kayak/tube accessibility,
best times to fish, etc.). 

“We hope anglers find the
new Trout Trails map to be a
valuable tool when planning
future fishing trips,” said
Suzanne Stone, education and
outreach specialist with the
DNR’s Fisheries Division. “The
map format makes it easy to find
the information you need to feel
confident about visiting a new
fishing location and helps to cre-
ate an even better experience.” 

Information about each of the
129 Trout Trails sites also is
available in a printable format. 

For even more information
on fishing in Michigan, visit
michigan.gov/fishing.  

CHICAGO (AP) — Water levels in Lake Michigan have been replenishing at
an unprecedented rate since receding by 4 feet in the late 1990s and hitting a record
low two years ago, according to government agencies.

Lake Michigan has risen more than 3 feet since January 2013, experts said. The
resurging waters mean relief for commercial shipping and recreational activities,
but they also have contributed to erosion that poses a threat to beaches and shore-
line properties, the Chicago Tribune reported recently.

Some of the Great Lakes, the world's largest source of freshwater, have experi-
enced below-average levels for years. The unusually long period of time that Lake
Michigan waters remained at a low level created concern.

“It just stayed below average for 15 years, which was the longest persistent
below-average (stretch) on record,” said Drew Gronewold, hydrologist for the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. “People were asking, ‘Will the
water levels ever go up again?’”

But for the first time in nearly two decades, the water levels of the Great Lakes
exceeded their historical averages in late 2014.

At their highest levels since 1998, Lakes Michigan and Huron saw the second-
largest gain over a 24-hour period since the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers began
keeping records in 1918. The two lakes are considered one body of water, for
measurement purposes, because they're linked by a strait.

Numerous factors can cause fluctuations in lake levels, including air tempera-
ture, humidity and wind speeds. But research suggests that a strong El Nino, an
ocean current that brought about warmer waters and greater evaporation rates, was
the main culprit that contributed to the 15-year drought.

“The bottom line was, in the Great Lakes, water was warming faster than the
air,” Gronewold said. “When you have warmer water temperatures and colder air,
there is more evaporation.”

Water levels in Lakes Michigan and Huron fell to a record low of 576 feet, near-
ly 3 feet below the historical average, in January 2013. Although a couple of feet
might not seem significant, it can have a huge impact on the shipping industry.

Large freighters would have been forced to shed as much as 7,000 tons of cargo
per trip around the time of the drop. With the restored lake levels, one freighter was
able to ship almost a full load of ore at 70,000 tons across Lake Michigan last
month, according to Glen Nekvasil, vice president of the Lake Carriers’
Association, an organization that represents 16 American companies that transport
raw materials.

Rain-induced runoff, higher amounts of precipitation and lower temperatures,
as well as ice cover from the past two winters, were the main catalysts of the reju-
venation in the Great Lakes Basin.

“All three components have led to a surge in water levels,” Gronewold said.
“It’s not just more rain. It’s not just less evaporation.”

In addition to Lakes Michigan and Huron, the largest of the Great Lakes, Lake
Superior, also experienced significant gains between 2013 and 2014. It rose about
2 feet over that time, the highest net increase it has ever recorded over a two-year
period.

The water levels of Lakes Michigan and Huron remain less than a foot below
average.

Great Lakes bouncing back from record-low water levels



Get the most out of your
MSU soil test report with these
tips on collecting a good soil
sample for testing.
Michigan State University

Extension promotes regular soil
testing for all commercial crop
production. Many farmers soil
test regularly or occasionally.
MSU’s Soil and Plant Nutrient
Laboratory is an excellent place
to have soil samples analyzed.
There are other good options
for soil testing, including sever-
al public and private laborato-
ries.
After 26 years of reviewing

MSU soil test reports and mak-
ing fertilizer recommendations
for farmers, gardeners and oth-
ers from across the Upper
Peninsula, I have the following
pointers regarding the MSU soil
test report.

Want a useful report?
Collect a good sample!
Collect a good, representa-

tive sample. If you don’t know
how, review the process in
“Sampling Soils for Fertilizer
and Lime Recommendations,”
MSU Extension publication
E0498.
Make sure you sample as

deeply as you intend to till the
ground. If you are not tilling the
ground, such as in pasture, hay,
lawns or other perennial crop
situations, then sample 3 inches
deep. In long-term, no-till sys-

tems, a 2-inch deep sample
should be collected to test pH,
and a separate sample 6-7 inch-
es deep collected for other
nutrient information.
Be sure to include the depth

of tillage on the MSU Soil Test
Information Sheet. The depth
you indicate has a direct rela-
tionship to the amount of lime
recommended, if any is needed.
For example, twice as much

lime will be recommended for
8-inch tillage compared to 4-
inch tillage. If you don’t speci-
fy a tillage depth, the laborato-
ry will automatically enter a 9-
inch depth.
Select the crop to be grown

carefully from the list on the
soil test information sheet. If an
exact fit isn’t listed, pick the
closest thing and include a note
on the information sheet. This
will help your local Extension
educator or farm supply dealer
understand what is planned. 
If you list multiple crops as

“1st year crop” and “2nd year
crop,” but you intend to plant
them together, include a note on
the information sheet to make
this clear. A “2nd year crop”
will take into consideration any
nitrogen credits estimated from
the “1st year crop” listed, if it is
a legume.
Include a realistic yield goal

for the crop or crops you plan to
grow. If records are available,
this could be the average yield
of five previous normal years.
Feel free to be optimistic, but
understand the higher the yield

goal, the more nutrients will be
recommended. If you don’t
indicate your desired yield, the
laboratory will include a
“default” yield which could be
too high, resulting in an exces-
sive nutrient recommendation,
or too low, resulting in an inad-
equate nutrient recommenda-
tion. This is a common problem
on soil test reports, especially
those from farmers unfamiliar
with the system.
Include your email on the

information sheet if you regu-
larly check it for messages. The
laboratory will be able to email
you and your local Extension
educator an electronic copy of
your report as soon as it is com-
pleted. This will be quicker
than U.S. mail. If you have
questions regarding the report
or need specific fertilizer rec-
ommendations, please contact
your local Extension educator.

Questions?
Contact your local MSU

Extension field crop, vegetable
or fruit educator about commer-
cial soil test reports. For home
gardening and landscape soil
test reports, contact the MSU
Extension toll-free hotline at
888-678-3464.

By Jim Isleib, Michigan State
University Extension. To
receive more information, visit
http://www.msue.msu.edu. To
contact an expert in your area,
visit the following website:
http://expert.msue.msu.edu, or
call 888-MSUE4MI (888-678-
3464).
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The Kirtland's warbler is one of
the rarest members of the wood
warbler family. The only places on
Earth it currently nests are mainly
in Michigan's northern Lower and
Upper peninsulas, and a few loca-
tions in Wisconsin and the
province of Ontario.  
In northern Michigan, June 6 to

20 is a special time, when dozens
of surveyors are in large jack pine
forests listening for the unique
song of the male Kirtland’s war-
bler.
“We have a great group of

DNR, U.S. Forest Service and
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
staff members, as well as volun-
teers, who are trudging through
young, thick jack pine in the early
morning hours,” said Department
of Natural Resources wildlife
supervisor Keith Kintigh. “The
reward is getting to hear that
singing male Kirtland’s warbler,
which is the way we actually cen-
sus the population.”
The Kirtland’s warbler census

is a tool managers use to compare
population numbers relative to
recovery goals by listening for the
male’s song. Kirtland’s warbler
numbers had been very low, under
200 nesting pairs, in the mid-
1980s. Michigan became the focus
for habitat management, since it
has been a primary location for the
birds' reproduction.
Kirtland’s warblers spend eight

months wintering in the Bahamas.
The males arrive back in

Michigan between May 3 and
May 20, a few days ahead of the
females. The males establish and
defend territories and then court
the females when they arrive. The
males' song is loud, yet low-
pitched, ending with an upward
inflection – easily recognized to
identify the presence of a
Kirtland’s warbler.
Additionally, the presence or

absence of Kirtland’s warblers
determines if protection of that
area is needed and allows evalua-
tion of different habitat manage-
ment techniques. The habitat
requirements for Kirtland’s war-
bler are very specific; they prefer
large blocks of young jack pine,
usually hundreds of acres in size.
The Kirtland’s warbler is a
ground-nester, often using the liv-
ing branches of 5- to 20-foot-tall
jack pine trees to conceal their
nests, so jack pine trees must be
actively managed. Large areas of
sandy soils are planted with jack
pine and then cut decades later, on
specific intervals, to achieve the
perfect-aged stands.
The Kirtland’s warbler census

allows wildlife managers to deter-
mine if the number of nesting
birds is staying stable, increasing
or decreasing. In 1976, the first
Kirtland's Warbler Recovery Plan
was developed, and then updated
in 1985, providing state and feder-
al agencies with a guide to direct
management efforts toward
increasing the Kirtland's warbler

population. The primary recovery
objective is to establish and sus-
tain a Kirtland's warbler popula-
tion throughout its known range at
a minimum level of 1,000 pairs.
Through the Kirtland’s warbler

census, Michigan has been able to
report having greater than the
minimum level from 2002 to the
present.
“The Kirtland’s warbler recov-

ery is an example of great conser-
vation through cooperation," said
Kintigh. "Many partners have
been involved in this success
story, including the U.S. Forest
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, and more recently Huron
Pines and the Nature
Conservancy.” 
To learn more about the

Kirtland’s warbler and how to
help, visit
www.michigan.gov/wildlife.

Kirtland’s warbler census
monitors recovery of
Michigan’s rare songbird

MSU Extension to host forage field day
RUDYARD — Michigan State University

Extension and the Chippewa County Farm Bureau are
hosting an informal, outdoor education event: a forage
field day on Friday, July 24 from 4 to 7 p.m.
Three Rudyard farm visits are included, focusing on

annual forage selection/utilization and economical use
of lime and fertilizer to improve hay production. 
The group will meet at 4 p.m. at the Foelkersma

farm on West 17 Mile Road, a quarter mile east of
South Tilson Road, north of Rudyard. Upper Peninsula
MSU Extension educators and host farmers will lead

discussions. Dr. Kim Cassida, MSU forage extension
specialist, will be on-site to answer questions on
selecting and utilizing annual forages and economical
methods to improve hay production.
Transportation between farms is on your own.

Refreshments will follow the final farm visit. There is
no charge for this event but registration is required. For
more information and to register, contact the
Chippewa County MSU Extension office by calling
906-635-6368 or by emailing to
msue.chippewa@county.msu.ed. 

By MSU Extension
For Bay Mills News

Understanding MSU soil test report basics 
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Announcements
For Sale
For sale: Light oak hutch with

lighted interior. Velvet-lined draw-
ers and etched glass doors.
Reduced to $250. Call 906-440-
6036.

For Sale
For sale: 1997 Plymouth

Voyager 7-passenger van. Good
tires, remote start, new parts on it.
Mileage: 167,068. Asking $1,200
or best offer. Call 906-440-8521. 

Report available
The Bay Mills Water Quality

Report for 2014 is available for
viewing at the tribal and housing
offices. 

AA meetings
There is a closed (beginners)

AA meeting on Mondays at 7 p.m.
in the tribal office basement.
Another meeting (open discussion)
takes place on Fridays at noon, also
located in the tribal office base-
ment. 

Brimley School meeting
Brimley School Board meets on

Monday, July 20 and Aug. 17 at 7
p.m. in the high school cafeteria.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Community Health events
Thursday, July 23, 1:30 to 3

p.m.: Foot care clinic at Armella
Parker Elder Center. Next clinic
will be held Thursday, Aug. 27.
Thursday, Aug. 13, 8:30 a.m. to

3:30 p.m.: Well Woman Day at Bay
Mills Health Clinic. Next Well
Woman Day will be Nov. 5.
Thursday, Aug. 20, 11 a.m. to 3

p.m.: Senior Bingo at Armella
Parker Elder Center. Next bingo
will be Oct. 20.
Sports PE days will be held at

Bay Mills Health Clinic from 8:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on the following
days: Tuesday, July 28, Thursday,
Aug. 6, Tuesday, Aug. 11 and Aug.

18 and Thursday, Sept. 10. 

New clinic hours
Beginning Monday, Aug. 3, Bay

Mills Health Clinic will offer
extended hours: Monday through
Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m., with
appointments available through the
lunch hour. After hours access on
weeknights, weekends and holi-
days is still available by calling
906-203-4074. Pharmacy will con-
tinue their regular hours of Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
closed 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.

Rotary Park fishing
On July 25, the Soo Area

Sportsmen’s Club presents the
Annual Connor Gorsuch Kid’s
Fishing Day at Rotary Park in Sault
Ste. Marie. The event is open to
those 16 and under. Registration
takes place from 8 a.m.to 9 a.m.
For more information call Roger
Greil at 906-635-1949.

History event
Rendezvous in the Sault will take
place on July 25 and July 26 along
the Historic Water Street area, near
the city hall grounds. There will be
food, music, dancing, historical re-
enactments and more. 

Exercise class
An exercise class for tribal and

non-tribal women over the age of
55 will be held at Mukwa Gym on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 10:30 to 11 a.m. The class is
intended for all around optimal
health and wellness. Offered are
chair exercises, aerobic steps,
resistance cords and body weight
exercises. For more information,
call Lori Gambardella, group train-
er, at 906-248-9009, ext. 1.

Bulb collection
A compact fluorescent bulb

(CFL) collection is running from
June through September. Only

unbroken CFLs may be dropped off
at the Administration Building on
Lakeshore Drive or the Biological
Services Building on Plantation
Road. With the proper disposal of
CFLs, the amount of mercury
entering the environment can be
reduced. For more information,
contact Matt Konieczki at 906-248-
8652 or mkonieczki@baymills.org.

Spaghetti dinner
Bay Mills/Brimley Historical

Society will hold their third annual
benefit spaghetti dinner on
Monday, Aug. 24 from 4 to 7 p.m.
at the Brimley VFW Hall on M-28.
Tickets are available at the Wheels
of History Museum or at the door
from members of the Society.
Adults: $10; children aged 5 to 12:
$5; children under 5 are free. Meat
or meatless sauce, eat in or take
out. Home-made desserts, salad,
bread and lemonade are included
and alcoholic beverages are avail-
able for purchase. 50/50 raffle.
Proceeds to benefit the Wheels of
History Museum.

Family event
Family Summer Movie Night

will be held Saturday, July 25 at 4
p.m. at the Bay Mills ball diamond.
If it rains, the event will be in the
Waishkey gym. Games, prizes,
activities begin at 4 and a small
BBQ dinner will be provided.
Movie will be begin at dusk with
popcorn provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Joann Leblanc at
906-248-8360, Shelby Leapley at
8510 or Robert passage at 8231. 

Raffle tickets
Raffle tickets are now on sale

for a 10-foot, sit-in kayak with pad-
dle, provided by Bird’s Eye
Outfitters of Sault Ste. Marie.
Tickets are $5 and available from
members of the Bay Mills/Brimley
Historical Research Society.
Drawing will be Oct. 11 at 11 a.m.

at Wheels of History Museum in
Brimley. Need not be present to
win. Funds raised will go toward
continued museum/train repair. 

Horseshoe Tourney
Kinross Rec Center Horseshoe

Tournament will be held at the
Malamute Saloon on Friday, Aug.
14 at 6 p.m. $30 per team, includes
pizza. First, second and third place
prizes, 50/50. Sign up at Kinross
Rec Center or the Malamute
Saloon. Funds raised will provide
new playground equipment for
community children. For more
information, contact the Kinross
Rec Center at 906-495-5350. 

Garage Sale
Kinross Community Garage

Sale on Saturday, July 18, starting
at 9 a.m. Sign up at the Township
Hall, Kinross Co-op, Local
Express, Tone Center and the Rec
Center. Cookout beginning 10:30
a.m. at the Rec Center, where there
will also be a  Mini-Flea Market.
Table reservations are available.
Call now as space is limited. 906-
495-5350.

Geocaching Weekend
MSUE Chippewa County 4H

will host a Family Geocaching
Weekend on July 24 and 25.
Experienced geocachers, Jeff and
Allson Van Gorp of Escanaba will
share their favorite activities with
Chippewa County families. There
are two options. 
Option #1 is for families of

active or veteran military on
Friday, July 24 from 5 to 9 p.m.,
starting at the Crows Nest at LSSU.
Picnic dinner and refreshments
included. Cost is free but youth
need to be registered 4H members,
Option #2 is for the 4H commu-

nity on Saturday, July 25 from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m.with breakfast and
cookies provided. Cost is $10 per
adult with each paid adult covering

one youth. Youth need to be regis-
tered 4H members. 
To register for 4H membership,

visit https://mi.4honline.com at a
cost of $10 per child, max $30 per
family.

Committee to form
The Bay Mills Health Center

has received a CDC grant to work
on policy, system and environmen-
tal changes for the betterment of
the community, with one of the
areas covered being the use of
tobacco or sema. A committee is
being formed to discuss tobacco
use in the community. 
Those interested should contact

Angela Johnston, REACH coordi-
nator at 906-248-8399. As soon as
there are enough members signed
up, Johnston will inform everyone
of the date of the first meeting.  

Summer Camps
The mission of the National

Defense Education Program is to
support a new generation of scien-
tists and engineers. They are build-
ing a foundation for the future work
force at the Department of Defense
by supporting science and math
programs at three education levels:
pre-college, college and university. 
NDEP Native American is pre-

senting camps through Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics, or STEM, this sum-
mer at various tribal colleges and
Native American communities. The
schedule follows:
July 20 to 24: Lac Vieux Desert

Reservation; July 27 to 31:
Hannahville reservation; Aug. 3 to
7 and Aug. 10 to 14: Bay Mills
Indian Community.
For more information, contact

Aaron W. Tadgerson, Outreach
Administrator Michigan NDEP
Science Technology Engineering
and Mathematics Project, at 906-
322-8573 or email to atadger-
son@yahoo.com.

Subscribe to Bay Mills News today!
Send your check or money order of $15 to:

Bay Mills News
12140 W. Lakeshore Drive 

Brimley, MI 49715

Name: _________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________

You can also order online and use Paypal at www.baymills.news.com

Flags flying proudly at Brimley’s 4th of July parade

GOLF SCRAMBLERS — On June 19, a golf scramble was held to ben-
efit Special Olympics at Tanglewood Marsh Golf Course in Sault Ste.
Marie. The winners, all Bay Mills Indian Community members, are pic-
tured with their trophy. Left to right: Ryan Gravelle, Braden Cameron
and Ethan Shaw.   Photo submitted.



18 July 2015 Bay Mills News


	01.pdf
	02
	03
	04
	05
	06
	07
	08
	09
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18

