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ARTIFACTS RETURNED  — Back in 2000, a looter was
arrested and the U.S. Forest Service confiscated the Ojibwe arti-
facts he had collected illegally. Their law enforcement department
kept them until the case was closed, when they were turned over
to the USFS Heritage Department, under the eye of archeologist
Eric Drake. Since then, he has been trying to devise a way to have
the artifacts returned to Bay Mills Indian Community. Because the
looter had not dug up the artifacts in a scientific manner, they
have no real value to archeological studies. Drake wrote a treatise
declaring the artifacts a “resource” rather than a collection, with
no scientific value. He was then able to donate them to BMIC
History Department for educational purposes.  On Monday, Mar.
25, the artifacts were returned to their rightful owners and are cur-
rently in the care of BMIC historians Paula Carrick and Wanda
Perron. A display will soon be made available of the over 2,400
separate pieces, some of them 2,000 years old. Pictured above,  left
to right: BMIC Chairman Kurt Perron signs the legal papers trans-
ferring the artifacts from USFS Supervisor Jo Reyer. Below are
some of the artifacts; the two round pieces are possibly for gaming
purposes.                          SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

BRIMLEY — Water levels con-
tinue to come in below average for
the Great Lakes, which is contin-
ued bad news for the shipping
industry.
Lakes Huron and Michigan are

at the lowest levels of all time with
Lake Michigan in its 14th year of
below average levels — the longest
stretch in recorded history. 
The low water levels will con-

tinue to increase the call for dredg-
ing, said Dave Wright, chief of
operations for the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, although
potential to rise is on the horizon
considering the large amount of
snow pack that remains across the
region. The Corps reports that
water levels on all lakes will rise as
a result of the melt, but will likely
continue to remain at lower levels
than normal. 
The impact of low water levels

is already being felt by the ship-
ping industry. The Lake Carriers
Association reports that ships are
hauling less tonnage as fears of
running aground are very realistic
in areas that need dredging. At the
end of 2012, the largest vessels
were leaving more than 10,000

tons of cargo behind because of
inadequate dredging and falling
water levels. Less cargo on ships
will equate to more ships on the
lakes in order to meet commercial
shipping needs. 
In the St. Joseph and Waukegan

areas, the lack of water has essen-
tially closed the ports to commer-
cial use. Dredging efforts could be
hampered by budget constraints
and the priority areas for dredging
will be based upon the amount of
tonnage that flows through the
region and the connectivity to
other ports. 
Lake Superior will continue to

fall below normal levels, however,
record lows are not predicted.
According to Keith
Kompoltowicz, chief of the
Watershed Hydrology Branch of
the Detroit District, the lake will be
13 inches below its long term aver-
age and is expected to rise one foot
in September. The weather forecast
is calling for more precipitation
than normal this spring, which has
already been factored into the
water level predictions. 
Lakes Erie, Superior and

Ontario are also well below aver-
age. 
“There is still a large of amount

of snow on the ground,”

Kompoltowicz said. “This means
there is still a lot of water available
that may make its way into the sys-
tem.”
Fifteen projects have been

planned for the Great Lakes
region, but all depend on how the
federal budget pans out.  If money
is allocated, the deep draft, high
tonnage channels are being consid-
ered priority areas. 
Cloverland Electric Company is

also keeping an eye on the water
levels as it utilizes local
hydropower to generate 30 percent
of its electricity. 
“Each month the International

Joint Commission allocates a
defined amount of water that we
can use to generate electricity.
Generally, the lower the lake lev-
els, the lower our water alloca-
tion,” said Corey Wilson,
Cloverland’s marketing and com-
munications assistant. “However,
we expect our water allocation and
generation output to remain about
the same as last year.”
Scientists have indicated the

water levels are part of a cyclical
pattern and that no one season of
heavy rain or snow will have a
long term impact; several seasons
are needed before a change will
take place. 

Low water levels continue to plague shipping industry

SAULT STE. MARIE — The Inter-Tribal Council of
Michigan is marking its 45th year of providing services
to tribes across the state this month.
“We’re not just a little organization anymore,” said

Executive Director L. John Lufkins, on the heels of the
agency’s anniversary. 
ITC was founded on April 16, 1968 with four tribes

on board — Bay Mills Indian Community, Hannahville
Indian Community, Keewenaw Bay Indian Community
and the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe.  Their mission
includes advocating for member tribes in the develop-
ment of programs and policies, which will improve the
economy, education, and provide technical assistance to
member tribes. This includes assisting in the develop-
ment of tribal regulations, ordinances and policies appli-
cable to health and human services.
The agency was created out of financial necessity, as

tribes were seeking federal dollars for infrastructure and
welfare programming but were having issues meeting
grant criteria as individual tribes. With the formation of
the ITC, the tribes became a consortium in a sense and
had the membership numbers necessary to apply for
more high dollar grants.  Since its inception, ITC has
evolved from an agency that struggled to make ends
meet to a large nonprofit that procures nearly $15 million
annually for the 11 member tribes it serves in Michigan. 
“It’s safe to say that ITC programs impact many trib-

al members; from health programs to child care, every-
one knows someone who has benefited from the
agency,” said Lufkins. 
ITC programs have been so successful that many

have become national models for programs outside of
Indian Country. The Access to Recovery Program, one of
the largest grants ITC has, is one of those models. ATR,
overseen by Connie DePlonty, also stretches beyond the
restraints of serving only tribal members and provides
services to families of tribal members. 
The Head Start/Early Head Start Program, headed up

by Director Ann Belleau, is another story of success. The
program initially began with a few hundred thousand
dollars to provide child care services to tribes. Today,
Belleau’s grant helps to fund eight childcare centers and
provides care for 392 children.  
Belleau also serves on a number of boards and advis-

es early childhood education students at Bay Mills

Community College. She is passionate about her posi-
tion and takes it to heart as her grandfather, Herman
Cameron, was one of the founding fathers of the ITC.
ITC not only helps provide grant funding opportuni-

ties to tribes but assists in making sure the record-keep-
ing process meets federal guidelines. For Lufkins, tech-
nology has evolved from plunking away at his desk with
a typewriter to learning how to work a computer to file
reports. Most recently, the agency digitized its records in
an effort to simplify and be more environmentally friend-
ly.  He credits his staff and their education for most of the
work in moving the agency forward.
“The people that work here are invested and dedicat-

ed to the tribes they work for,” said Lufkins. 
The local ITC office was once divided between two

homes in downtown Sault Ste. Marie. In 2003, the
agency moved to a new building funded by USDA Rural
Development monies, which encouraged communica-
tion amongst staff members and provided them the
opportunity to learn more about each other’s programs.
Currently, the ITC employs 33 people who carry out the
agency mission in the Sault Ste. Marie office. And
despite each having specific titles and tasks, no one per-
son is immune from helping out another.
“There are times we work with each other’s pro-

grams; it’s not a 9 to 5 job,” said Lisa Abramson, evalu-
ator with the maternal and child health staff. “This isn’t
about us; we know the people we are working for and
that they need these services. It drives us in our work.”
Another 119 people work directly with and on the

reservations on behalf of ITC. These figures don’t
include the number of jobs that are created from funding
provided to the tribes in grant monies.
As tribes evolve and their needs change, ITC evolves

as well to help meet the needs of member tribes with
funding opportunities. Throughout the years, ITC has
been involved with a number of programs involving
social/health issues and challenges. As a result, they have
seen declines in infant mortality, an increase in tribal
member education and improved living conditions.
Additionally, ITC provides specialized services to tribes
that may only need them on a smaller scale. 
In 2018, ITC will recognize 50 years of service.

Lufkins said the agency has a goal of reaching the $20
million threshold, a mark they have come very close to
in the past.
“It’s realistic,” he concluded. “I think we’ll achieve

it.”

ITC celebrates 45 years of service

LANSING (AP) — Michigan's gray wolf population has declined slightly as state officials consider schedul-
ing a hunting season in the Upper Peninsula this fall.
The Department of Natural Resources reported on April 4 the latest estimate is that 658 wolves roam the U.P.

That's down from 687 two years ago.
Biologist Adam Bump tells the Michigan Natural Resources Commission the DNR recommends having a

hunt in November and December in which 43 wolves could be killed. It would be held in three sections of the
U.P.
One area includes the city of Ironwood and the adjacent township on the western end. The second takes in

parts of Baraga, Houghton, Ontonagon and Gogebic counties. The third includes portions of Luce and Mackinac
counties in the eastern U.P.
Local ordinances involving discharge of firearms would still apply.

Latest estimate puts wolf  population on the decline

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News

LESS IS MORE — The Lake Carriers Association reports that ships
are hauling less cargo through the region as water levels continue to fall
below averages. Less tonnage means more ships — like the James
Oberstar shown above in the Soo Locks — will be on the lakes to meet
shipping needs.

SHANNON JONES/ BAY MILLS NEWS



SAULT STE. MARIE – A Lake
Superior State University student is
combining her interests in fashion,
the arts and charitable giving along
with her major in business adminis-
tration/marketing to put on what
may be the first LSSU-student pro-
duced campus fashion show.
Sault Ste. Marie resident Helena

Wollan, a sophomore in LSSU's
business program, is hosting the
Peacock Futuristic Punk Fashion
Show at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April
20, in LSSU's Arts Center auditori-
um. Admission is by donation to the
American Cancer Society.
Working with her supervisor,

Prof. Valerie Phillips, Wollan is
earning internship credit through the
show, which features clothing,
make-up and hair styles that she
designed herself, using a multitude
of materials including fabric, feath-
ers, paint and lights. The show also
features designs provided by
friends.
The event will feature 15 area

women and a couple of men, mostly
LSSU students, and will include
food, singing, dancing and an auc-
tion of LSSU's "finest men" for a
dinner or luncheon date, courtesy of
gift certificates provided by area
restaurants. Wollan said a number of
area businesses have provided dona-
tions of goods and services.
Wollan is fusing many of her

interests and passions in the produc-

tion of this fash-
ion show. She said
Phillips, her aca-
demic advisor,
encouraged her to
pursue it as part of
her business edu-
cation, drawing
from her experi-
ence in the class-
room and during
an internship she
had last summer
with Glamour
magazine in New
York City.
“I was inspired

to do this because of the knowledge
I acquired while interning at
Glamour,” Wollan said. “I have
always loved to draw and design,
but had never really thought of mak-
ing a line of clothing until this year.”
Wollan said she made everything

from recycled materials, including
empty pouches that once held fla-
vored drinks, material from doll
clothing, feathers, and even tin foil.
“I love the creative, innovative

aspect of things and to be able to do
this theme was my favorite part,”
she said. “I am obsessed with futur-
istic metallic material and peacock
colors. I also have a punk side to me
that I wanted to bring out in my
show, so I incorporated that as
well.”
Wollan said she decided to have

all of the proceeds from the show go
to the American Cancer Society
because, when she was living in
New York for her internship, her
mother was diagnosed with cancer.
“It was hard to deal with, but she

has stayed strong and continues to
push me, support me, and inspire
me,” Wollan said. “I also lost my
dear friend Shari, recently, and she
is another reason why I wanted to
contribute to the American Cancer
Society.”
Wollan said the show has been a

great learning experience for her,
but it has been a lot of work.
“I have loved every aspect of cre-

ating this show. It is challenging, but
right up my alley. It is a lot more
work than I had originally imagined,
because as the producer and design-
er there are so many things that must
be done. Luckily, I have a lot of my
friends assisting me. I am very
grateful for them and all of the area
businesses that donated door prizes,
dinners for the auction, and more.”
For more information on the

Peacock Futuristic Punk Fashion
Show, contact Wollan at
hwollan@lssu.edu or 906-630-
0610. 
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By MAX KING
Great Lakes Echo
Dredging may be a solution to Great Lakes low

water, but it can also lead to contaminated sediments
re-merging into the water.
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder recently signed a bill in

March allowing an additional $20.9 million to be spent
on dredging this year to help recreational and commer-
cial boaters operate in low water levels.
The most common contaminant in the bottom of the

Great Lakes is polychlorinated biphenyls, also known
as PCBs, according to the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources.
PCBs got into the Great Lakes because of the auto-

mobile industries near the lakes, said  Andy
Buchsbaum, director of the Great Lakes office for the
National Wildlife Federation.
There was a lot of PCB-laced oil used by the auto-

mobile industry before was banned, said Buchsbaum.
“There still was this old equipment that had PCB-

contaminated oil in it,which leaked into the ground and
ultimately found its way into the Great Lakes,”
Buchsbaum said.
When dredging moves contaminated sediments,

chemicals are exposed. They can be harmful to
wildlife and people who enter the water, said Kim
Fish, assistant chief for the Water Resources Division
at the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality.
“In areas where we know we have contamination

that is impacting wildlife and water quality, removal of
that sediment is usually a good thing overall,” said
Fish. “However, (the Department of Environmental
Quality) needs to consider where (they are) going to
place that contaminated material and make sure (they)
are not spreading the contamination.”
Humans who eat fish contaminated with PCBs and

arsenic are at a high risk of cancer and other organ
damage, but the largest effect these chemicals have is
on reproductive health, said Buchsbaum.
“(The chemicals) can impair the development of the

fetus in pregnant women who eat contaminated fish,”

said Buchsbaum.
Dredging exposes older sediment that is more con-

taminated than the sediment on top of it, Fish said.
Those older sediments were contaminated prior to
1972 when there were little or no regulations on what
could be discharged into the lakes.
PCBs affect fish as well when stirred up from

dredging, said Joe Bohr, an aquatic biology specialist
with the resource agency.
Carp and channel catfish tend to accumulate the

highest amounts of PCBs, said Bohr.
“With carp they live on the bottom and they stir up

the sediments – similar with catfish,” he said. “Both of
them tend to be fatty and these contaminants accumu-
late in the fat.”
Bohr said top predator fishes are at risk too when

eating carp and channel catfish.
Lakes Erie, Ontario and Superior will also reach all-

time low water levels resulting in the call for more
dredging, Fish said.
“This has been a several year trend of lake levels

declining. Primarily we are not getting a lot of ice
cover in the winter on any of the lakes which allows
evaporation to occur all winter long,” said Fish.
Fish said another reason the water levels are low is

because snowfall has declined in northern areas of
Michigan and parts of Canada. Snowfall maintains
water levels when melted, or when snow goes directly
into the lake.
At the federal level, an additional $4 million will be

provided to fund dredging this year compared to last
year, said Michael O’Bryan, chief of engineering and
technical services at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
in the Detroit district.
“Our needs are out there for more money … there is

a significant increase in need for dredging funds in the
Great Lakes area,” said O’Bryan.
O’Bryan said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in

the Great Lakes region needs about $40 million each
year to keep up with dredging needs for commercial
vessels.

Dredging can stir up contaminants

Peacock Futuristic Punk Fashion Show
to strut into the Arts Center at LSSU



SAULT STE. MARIE – Leaders
of Mackinac, Luce, and Chippewa
counties are implementing action
plans to increase broadband access,
adoption and use in the area. The
counties’ Technology Action Plans
were unveiled April 10, at the
Regional Economic Development
Advisory Committee meeting in
Sault Ste. Marie, as part of their
participation in Connect
Michigan’s Connected Community
Engagement Program.
“The completion and subse-

quent implementation of the
Technology Action Plans by the
three counties of the Eastern Upper
Peninsula are a shining example of
regional cooperation and collabora-
tion,” said Eric Frederick, Connect
Michigan state program manager.
“Increasing broadband access,
adoption and use has sweeping
implications for economic develop-
ment in the region, particularly for
those looking to export Michigan
products to national and interna-
tional markets.”
“Fostering broadband adoption,

education and access is critical to
addressing the challenges of bring-
ing Internet services into a very
rural area like Chippewa County
and the Eastern U.P. Region,” said
Jeff Hagan, executive director,
Eastern Upper Peninsula Regional
Planning & Development
Commission. “Better broadband
use and understanding are vital to
so many facets of the broadband
issue in Chippewa County and the
EUP, whether it’s from a residential
or economic development stand-
point.”
The Technology Action Plan

sets community-wide broadband
connectivity goals that will support
economic development and
improved residential quality of life
and includes step-by-step action
items to make sure that the goals

are met.
“Being a rural community and

facing the challenges of bringing
broadband Internet services to resi-
dents, the Luce County Technology
Planning Team has partnered with
Connect Michigan and the other
members of the Eastern Upper
Peninsula Community Planning
Team,” said Carmen L. Pittenger,
executive director of the Luce
County Economic Development
Corporation. “We are developing a
Technology Action Plan to foster
adoption and education for better
broadband use and understanding
in Luce County.”
The Technology Action Plans

contain specific recommendations
of projects to expand digital litera-
cy, build awareness of the benefits
of broadband, assist businesses
with websites and social media,
and improve the online presence of
local governments, among others.
“Working with Connect

Michigan has raised the awareness
of the lack of Internet availability
in areas of Mackinac County,” said
Paula Ramelis, BTOP community
outreach leader, Eastern Upper
Peninsula Intermediate School
District. “This has alerted con-
sumers to push providers to bring
service to the underserved areas
and increase the connectivity in
those areas that do receive Internet
service.”
The Connected Community

Engagement Program supports the
development of a comprehensive
strategy for building a “connected”
community by reviewing the tech-
nology landscape, developing
regional partnerships, establishing
local teams, and conducting a thor-
ough community assessment of
broadband access, adoption and
use.
“Initially I saw broadband tech-

nology as a way to help students

succeed in school,” said Barb
Light, BTOP project director,
Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate School District. “Due

to our partnership with Connect
Michigan and the work of the
EUPISD BTOP Grant, I have met
people who see the potential of

broadband to improve our commu-
nities in other ways. The work we
have started is a tremendous step in
a great direction!”
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Plans designed to increase broadband access in tri-county area

Brimley High School held its winter sports banquet on Tuesday, April 9. The following athletes were hon-
ored:
J.V. Girls Basketball: Dan Schwiderson Award — Val Lyons; Top Scorer/Rebounder Award- — Alyssa

Hyvarinen; Coaches Award —  Laci LeBlanc; Outstanding Defender Award —  Kaylee Hill; Scrub Brush
Award —  Emily Chartrand
Varsity Girls Basketball: Most Improved Player Award — Alyssa Graham; Dan Schwiderson Award —

Anna Carrick ; Most Valuable Player — Anna Carrick; Coaches Award — Taylor Mills; Raymond Munsell
Sportsmanship Award —  Alyssa Recla
J.V. Boys Basketball: Most Improved Player Award — Riley Sansone; Dan Schwiderson Award- Ethan

Shaw; Coaches Award —  Braden Cameron
Varsity Boys Basketball:Junior Most Dedicated — Josh Gross; Raymond Munsell Sportsmanship Award

— Tommy Aikens; Most Improved Player Award — Shane Beaune; Best Defender Award —  Tommy Aikens;
Kenneth Payment Award —  Shane Beaune; Coaches Award — Dan Lothrop ; Dan Schwiderson Award —
Dakota Bowen; Most Valuable Player Award — Jayson Aikens
Pictured above are graduating seniors (L-R) Daniel Lothrop, Jayson Aikens, Dakota Bowen. Taylor Mills,

Alyssa Recla, and Anna Carrick. Missing from the photo are Shelbie Williams and James Reid.
Photo courtesy of Dawn Recla

Brimley athletes honored at winter banquet
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By U.S. Sen. Carl Levin

In March, the Senate passed a
budget resolution. This blueprint
for the fiscal year that begins in
October represents an important
step forward on an issue of great
significance to American taxpay-
ers: the need for balanced deficit
reduction.
An important part of balanced

deficit reduction is reducing the
deficit without severely damaging
important protections for and
investments in American families.
One way to do that is by ending
unjustified tax loopholes and end-
ing the damage they have inflicted
on our budget. The budget summa-
ry released by Sen. Patty Murray
of Washington, the chairman of
the Senate Budget Committee,
decried “the sheer magnitude of
the revenue lost to off-shore tax
abuse, wasteful and inefficient
loopholes, and other business tax
breaks.”
For many years as chairman of

the Permanent Subcommittee on
Investigations, I have focused on
the maze of offshore schemes and
complex gimmicks that are con-
cocted to allow a privileged few to
avoid paying the taxes that they
owe. Our subcommittee has, on a
bipartisan basis, filled volume
after volume with damning detail
on how these schemes work and
the damage they cause.
Now we are at a moment in his-

tory when we can remove this
blight. The pressures on the feder-
al budget and the threat to eco-
nomic growth and prosperity that
they represent require action. We
must close these loopholes. The
relentless arithmetic of our budget
situation compels it; fairness and
justice demand it.
During the budget debate, a

number of senators joined me on
the Senate floor to speak about the

need to close tax loopholes. We
outlined the preposterous contor-
tions that too many corporations
and wealthy individuals employ to
avoid paying taxes, and how those
contortions contribute to a shift in
the tax burden from corporations
and the wealthy to middle-class

families and small businesses.
The case for additional revenue

and for closing tax loopholes as a
source of that revenue is over-
whelming. Serious deficit reduc-
tion requires more revenue, as
everyone from the Simpson-
Bowles Commission to the
Domenici-Rivlin task force to the
Concord Coalition to Fix the Debt,
has recognized. 
Federal revenue remains signif-

icantly below its historic average
as a percentage of the gross
domestic product of our economy,
and that revenue is, and under cur-
rent trends will continue to be,
below the levels we have needed
in the recent past to balance the
budget.
In particular, the loss of corpo-

rate tax revenues is an ongoing
cause of deficits.  In 2006, corpo-
rate tax revenue made up about 15
percent of all federal revenue. In
2012, it had fallen to 10 percent.
Somebody has to pick up the
slack. In this case it has been aver-
age American families.
Why is corporate revenue a

shrinking share of our Treasury

even though the U.S. corporate
tax rate, at 35 percent, is one of
the highest in the developed
world? It is because the top tax
rate doesn’t tell the story. While
our tax rate at the upper limit is 35
percent on corporations, the aver-
age U.S. corporate taxpayer’s
effective tax rate was just 12 per-
cent in 2011, which is the lowest
in generations.
A recent study by two think

tanks found that 30 of our largest
corporations with combined prof-
its of more $160 billion paid no
income tax, zero, from 2008 to
2010.
The Permanent Subcommittee

on Investigations outlined in a
report last year how three U.S.
companies — Apple, Google, and
Microsoft — used offshore gim-
micks to avoid taxes on almost
$80 billion in profits.
But momentum is building to

stop these abuses. Earlier this
year, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse of
Rhode Island joined me in intro-
ducing the Cut Unjustified Tax
Loopholes Act. Our bill would
help address some of these tax
schemes and others as well. It is a
powerful weapon in our deficit-
reduction arsenal if we will use it.
During the budget debate, Sen.

Whitehouse and I were joined by
Sen. John McCain of Arizona in
introducing a bipartisan amend-
ment recognizing the need to
close corporate tax loopholes. The
Senate approved our amendment,
putting the Senate on the record
on the need to end offshore tax
abuses by large corporations. 
We can’t afford these loop-

holes. We can’t afford the budget
deficits they help cause, and we
can’t afford the damage they do to
ordinary families and small busi-
nesses. I’ll keep working to
strengthen the momentum for
reforms that end these abuses.

Progress in the fight
against tax abuses

By Ruthann Sanders
April is Autism awareness month. “Autism — or more precisely, the autism

spectrum disorders (ASDs) — represents a broad group of developmental dis-
orders characterized by impaired social interactions, problems with verbal and
nonverbal communication, and repetitive behaviors, or severely limited activ-
ities and interests,” according to HHS.org/autism. That’s a very broad defini-
tion. Anyone who knows an autistic child knows the challenges that come with
this diagnosis. You read the newspaper or watch on TV about families and chil-
dren “suffering” from autism.  Let me tell you what it means to me and my
family.
There are many challenges for my brother Randy and sister-in-law Jenny,

but believe me, no one is suffering. My nephew Brian was diagnosed at a very
young age with an autism spectrum disorder.  He just turned 14 last month, so
as you can imagine, Randy and Jenny have his “routine” down pat. I use the
word “routine” because a person with an ASD thrives on it. Whether it be as
simple as always having a cookie at a certain time of the day, or something that
needs a little more planning like always getting off the bus at a certain spot, rou-
tine is key. I recall waiting in Auntie Darla’s driveway for Brian to get off the
bus, because getting off the bus at my house would have upset his routine.
Regardless of these challenges, this boy is a wonderful, imaginative, loving

addition to our family. His offerings of “I love you, Aunt Ruth” have made hor-
rible days so much brighter. He’s nothing short of a creative genius. Painting a
picture like a professional without ever having held a paintbrush before, or
working on the racecar with his dad and knowing exactly what bolts to tighten
without direction, are just a couple of the wonderous talents this boy possess-
es. His greatest talent, however, is teaching this family valuable lessons about
tolerance, acceptance, patience, and kindness, that we might not have learned
otherwise. Never a burden. Never taken for granted. Always loved. That’s our
boy.
I urge you all to research, learn, and accept autism. If there is not an autis-

tic person in your own family, get to know one. You won’t be sorry for the
changes it makes in your own life.

Sanders is a member of Bay Mills Indian Community.

April is Autism Awareness Month

I would like to make a correction
to my previous column regarding the
Special Education Millage Headlee
Override proposal that the Eastern
Upper Peninsula Intermediate School
District has on the May 7th election
ballot.  I incorrectly stated that only
second homes and businesses (non-
homesteads) would be affected by
passage of the Headlee Override.
Although that is correct for normal
Headlee Override votes that our
school holds from time to time, it is
not the case with a Special Election
Millage Headlee Override vote.  All
homeowners would be affected by
passage of the proposal.
Again, state law allows our EIP-

ISD to levy one mill for Special
Education purposes.  The Headlee
Amendment has reduced the levy for
EUP residents to .77 mill.  Successful
passage of the proposal would
increase property taxes by .23 mill.
Please contact me at 248-3219 if you
would like further information on this
proposal.
Beginning May 1, we will have a

school newsletter available online at
our school’s website –
www.eup.k12.mi.us/brimley.  Simply
go to the website and click on school
newsletter on the left side under site
shortcuts.  Communication with par-
ents, and the public in general, is a
vital part of the educational process.
Our plan is to have the newsletter
available on the first day of each
month, during the school year.
The week of May 6 to 10 is

Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week.
At Brimley Area Schools we employ
37 teachers, 30 support staff, and 5
administrators to educate our youth.
The job of a school employee is very
difficult, challenging, and yet, reward-
ing.  Too often, however, the work
they do goes unnoticed or unrecog-
nized.
During Teacher and Staff

Appreciation Week, please take the
opportunity to say to our employees:
“Thanks for what you do in educating

our youth.  We appreciate your
efforts.”
We are beginning to organize sum-

mer school for the upcoming summer
vacation.  Summer school will run
Monday through Thursday, from 8
a.m. to 11 a.m., for four weeks, begin-
ning June 17 and ending Thursday,
July 18.  No classes will be held the
week of July 1 to 4.  This year, there
will be no charge for summer school,
and transportation will be provided.
Summer school will be available

for students currently in grades 3 to
11.  In the middle/high school, sum-
mer school is used for credit recovery,
and is done through online courses.  In
grades 3 to 6, regular classroom work
involving math and reading, with cer-
tified teachers, will be emphasized.  It
is designed for students who have
scored below grade level on math and
reading testing.  Please contact the
MS/HS office or the Elementary
office for further information.
The week of April 22 to 26 is

National Secretaries Week, with
Wednesday, April 24 designated as
National Secretaries Day.  At the
Brimley Area Schools, we are appre-
ciative of Athletic Secretary Jean
Amble, Elementary Secretary
Donnette Kovas, High School
Secretary Ann Schwiderson, and
Secretary/Bookkeeper Bill Beaune.
In addition, retired secretary, Darlene
Hyvarinen, is filling in as high school
secretary, while Mrs. Schwiderson is
on leave.
Each is responsible for numerous

duties that help our school run effi-
ciently, and on a daily basis provide
invaluable assistance to both our staff
and students.  During the week of
April 22, please take the time to thank
our secretaries for the fine job each
does.
As always, May is a very busy

month, with most weeks including a
game, or some type of contest, various
meetings, plays, or banquets.  Two
events during May call for special
mention: the Junior/Senior High

School Honor’s Banquet, on May 8
and the fifth/sixth grade Ice Cream
Social on May 22.
Both of these events honor stu-

dents who have excelled in the class-
room, by achieving honor roll status
during each of the first three marking
periods of the school year.  In my
opinion, we cannot do enough to rec-
ognize academic achievement.  It is
too easy to be mediocre, to do average
work.  The students being honored at
the Honor’s Banquet and Ice Cream

Social are anything but average.  They
represent our very best students who
have demonstrated outstanding efforts
and achievement throughout this
school year.   As a community, we all
need to express our sincere congratu-
lations to the students being honored. 
There are several other major cele-

brations scheduled for May. 
The annual Spring Arts Festival

will be held on May 15.   In addition
to a concert provided by our band and
chorus, student art work and industri-

al arts work will be on display.
Finally, baccalaureate services for

our graduating class will be held on
Friday, May 24, with the graduation
ceremony taking place on Sunday,
May 26. And, don’t forget the
Kindergarten Graduation on May 30.
At Brimley Area Schools, we have

so much to be proud of, so much to
celebrate.  Please join us in our cele-
brations.
Remember, it’s your school.

Come and visit, anytime.

“An important part of
balanced deficit

reduction is reducing
the deficit without
severely damaging

important protections
for and investments

in American families.” 

Superintendent’s Corner   By Alan Kantola
Superintendent, Brimley Area Schools

By Tom Purcell
Get this: Social media are making

us ruder.
According to Reuters, social

media users face "an increase in rude-
ness online with people having no
qualms about being less polite virtu-
ally than in person."
I think our rudeness began ticking

up with the introduction of another
technological innovation: the tele-
phone.
As phones became commonplace

in American homes, people could
communicate miles apart with each
other — rather than being face-to-
face.
People are much more likely to

say things over the phone that they
would never try to get away with say-
ing while looking you in the eyes.
Technology continued to evolve,

and so did our opportunities for rude-
ness. When answering machines
become widely available in the '70s,
people initially considered them rude.
Callers had the sense that the peo-

ple they were calling were using the
devices to screen their calls — and
they were, so callers often hung up
before leaving a message.
The telephone company solved

that problem with the introduction of
"*69" — punching in *69 to retrieve
the number of the last person to call
you.
Boy, did that technology make us

ruder. I remember coming home once
from a business meeting to find
someone had hung up on my answer-
ing machine without leaving a mes-
sage. I dialed *69, retrieved the num-
ber and called.
The phone rang four times before

an answering machine picked up. A
woman's recorded voice said, "Hello,
Bill and I aren't in right now ... ." I had
no idea who the woman was, so I
hung up.
I returned home again later that

day to discover another person had
hung up on my machine. I dialed *69,
retrieved the number and called. I got
an answering machine — "Hello, Bill
and I aren't in right now ... ." — and
hung up.
A few moments later, my phone

rang.
"Hello," I said.
"Who is this?" said a woman.
"Who is this?" I said.
"You called me and hung up!" she

said. Ah, it was Bill's wife!
"You called me and hung up!" I

said.
"*69 took me to you!" she said.
"*69 took me to you!" I said.
The woman uttered some profani-

ties, then hung up.
Caller ID quickly made both

answering machines and *69 obso-
lete. Before long, everyone was
screening calls. How rude.
The cell phone kicked rudeness

into high gear. People are happy to
make and take calls at the library, the
movie theater and anywhere else they
can annoy their fellow man.
Email is another innovation that is

still doing damage. People dash off
notes in anger, in which they say
things to friends, loved ones and sud-
denly former bosses that they would
never say in person.
Then there's text messaging — the

art of pressing both thumbs against a
miniature keypad to bastardize the
English language.
If you try to have a face-to-face

conversation with a younger person,
you cannot do so without him or her
texting five or more people while you
chat — behavior that used to be con-
sidered awfully rude.
And now, with social media, rude-

ness has a public forum. In haste, we
type and post messages we would
never say in person — messages that
sometimes destroy relationships and
reputations, particularly when those
messages go viral.

©2013 Tom Purcell. Tom
Purcell, author of "Misadventures
of a 1970's Childhood" and
"Comical Sense: A Lone Humorist
Takes on a World Gone Nutty!" is a
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review humor
columnist and is nationally syndi-
cated exclusively by Cagle
Cartoons Inc.

Technology is making us forget our manners



BRIMLEY — Brimley
Elementary School has announced
the names of those selected as
Students of the Month for March.

Savannah Albrough is a stu-
dent who can be counted on to
always be responsible and respect-
ful. She is a caring young lady who
treats everyone with kindness. She
follows all the school and class-
room rules and is an example to her
fellow classmates. Savannah has
excellent work habits and gives her
best effort on everything she does.
— Mrs. Gross

Laila Duvall comes in every
day smiling and ready to do her
best. She is a hard worker and
never complains. She completes
her work on time, turns in her
homework and always follows the
classroom and school rules. Laila is
enthusiastic about learning but
always remembers to raise her
hand before speaking. — Mrs.
Kelso

Jaymie Ferguson has always
been a good citizen and followed
the school rules. She has always
been kind and willing to share with
other students. She has worked
well with others and actively par-
ticipated in groups. Jaymie has
become much more responsible
and has turned in all her work for
the month. — Mrs. Hope

Kadin Goetz tries his best to
follow our Brimley Bays Ways. He
is very responsible and conscien-
tious about his classwork and
homework. Kadin is respectful and
always treats his classmates kindly.
— Mrs. Teeple

Emily Harding is constantly
putting her full effort into her work.
She works hard with such determi-
nation and never gives up. Emily is
a friendly, respectful and caring
person in class. — Mrs. Jones

Kendall Jahnke is a Bays Ways
model student who is respectful
and responsible, is ready to learn
and keeps herself and others safe.
She is very organized, enthusiastic
and a great student. Her behavior is
an excellent example for her class-
mates to follow. Kendall is polite
and a good friend to the other stu-

dents. — Mrs. Ver Strate
Camela Kemp is not only a

hard worker, but she is always will-
ing to help others. She is kind and
respectful in class and out of it. Is
she sees a need, Camela offers to
help right away. — Mrs. Ellis

Kaylee Komejan tries her best
in all that she does. She is a great
team player and always follows
directions the first time that they
are given. She always enters with a
smile in the morning and seems
genuinely happy to be at school.
Kaylee is a very responsible stu-
dent and is often asked to run
errands around the school. — Mrs.
Schaedler

Alexis LeBlanc has always
been kind to others and willing to
help whenever someone needs it.
She has always followed the class-
room rules and been a good citizen.
Alexis has become much more
responsible and turned in all of her
assignments this month, showing
impressive consistency and dili-
gence. — Mrs. Hope

Andrew LeBlanc has grown
throughout the year and learned
how to be patient, even when it is
difficult. He is a polite boy who
comes to class ready to work and
learn. He is an excellent listener
who loves to ask questions and add
information that he might know
about the lesson. He is always
offering a helpful hand to his
teacher or his fellow students. He is
a kind friend whom everyone
enjoys being around and can be
counted on to set an example by
showing others what they should
be doing. Andrew has worked very
hard to become an excellent stu-
dent. — Mrs. Hill

Wasaya LeBlanc has matured
into a responsible student who is
very eager to learn. He doesn’t
waste work-time fooling round, but
listens during lessons, gets busy
immediately and works very hard
to compete his assignments. He has
become quite independent when
writing and reading and takes his
time to make sure his writing is
neat. When reading, Wasaya stays
focused, is determined to solve

words on his own, learns new
words quickly and applies them
immediately. His independence and
confidence have grown and help
him to strive to do his best. — Mrs.
Hill

Trevor Moran is always kind to
others. He is a conscientious stu-
dent who follows directions, listens
well and has a strong work ethic.
Trevor can be counted on to always
follow Bays Ways and encourage
others to do the same. — Mrs.
Rider

Hannah Pawloski consistently
follows the rules. She is very
respectful of her classmates and all
adults that she comes in contact
with. She is also a very responsible
student. She tries her hardest and
takes great pride in her work. As a
result, she’s made great improve-
ments this year. Hannah enters the
classroom each day with a smile on
her face and ready to learn. — Mrs.
Carrick

Damian Schwiderson has
worked extra hard this month to be
the best kindergartner he can be.
Damian has been trying his best on
his work, listening carefully to
directions and working super hard
at home on his homework. — Ms.
Hoffman
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Footwear & Apparel
Established 1913

Downtown
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Phone (906) 635-9885

TRIBAL

~Country Breakfast For Dinner~
Ham-n-Eggs

Biscuits-n-Gravy
Fruit & Pastries

APRIL 27, 4 to 7 p.m.
BRIMLEY VFW HALL

M-28, BRIMLEY
Adults: $10, Children 12 & Under: $5

SPRING 

Hosted by Ladies Auxiliary

St. James Episcopal Church
presents the

Annual Spring Tea & Garden
Extravaganza

533 Bingham Avenue, Sault MI

Saturday, May 4
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Coffee/Tea, Sandwiches, 

Chocolate Fountain and Garden Plants.
Tickets $5 At The Door.

March top students announced

MARCH GLADNESS — Happy and proud to be selected as Students of the Month for March at
Brimley Elementary School are the following: Front row (L-R): Wasaya LeBlanc, Andrew LeBlanc, Damian
Schwiderson, Kadin Goetz and Savannah Albrough. Back row (L-R): Kaylee Komejan, Laila Duvall, Trevor
Moran, Emily Harding, Hannah Pawloski and Camela Kemp.  SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

Saturday, April 27
Noon to 9:00 p.m.

�� ONE DAY ONLY ��

We Will Close Friday, April 26, All Day
to Prepare for the Sale

RE-OPENING SATURDAY, April 27, at 12 NOON

WATCH FOR THE 
APRIL 26  EVENING NEWS

FOR 
SPECTACULAR SAVINGS

on ALL Items Throughout the Store

Home

Furnishings
FloorCoverings

FREE
BANK FINANCING

HOUSE OF BARGAINS
DELIVERY!!FREE

C O M I N G !

9  H O U R  S A L E

Free Parking IN-STORE BANK FINANCING        Open Daily 9-5, Friday ʻtil 6
Ashmun at the Bridge                  632-3367 Soo, Mich.



BRIMLEY — When he graduated
from Brimley High School last year,
Justice Parminter headed to Texas in
pursuit of his goal to become an evan-
gelist. At Youth With A Mission, he
completed the Discipleship Training
School in March.
During his training, he traveled the

east coast with his team, starting in
Nashville, and then to Washington
D.C., New York City, Baltimore and
Pittsburgh, ending in Louisiana. He
had the opportunity to view sites
important to the founding of
Christianity in America, such as
where the first Native American was

converted and where the Puritans first
landed in the New World.
In his travels, he witnessed 17

healings, 21 salvations and 1,503
people being called to serve Jesus
Christ. 
Parminter is now attending the

School of Evangelism and will be
spending two weeks ministering in
Austin and San Antonio, Texas. He
will also be heading to Greece for a
week-long visit, where he will be
passing out Bibles in the Greek lan-
guage. 
While in Greece, he will visit the

places where St. Paul preached. Also

on his itinerary is the opportunity to
worship all over the nation, perform
dramas on the beaches and “a lot of
street evangelism.”
Before he attended YWAM,

Parminter saved money from his job
and held fundraisers, and had finan-
cial support from his church and the
community. 
A bake sale will be held on

Thursday, April 25 at Soo Co-op
Credit Union in Brimley as a
fundraiser for Parminter’s evangelical
efforts. The sale is named “The Miss
Gwen Bake Sale,” in memory of his
aunt who supported him in his goals. 
Parminter is also asking for church

and community support again.
Anyone wishing to contribute to his
efforts to spread the Gospel, can con-
tact him at 906-440-6658.
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Tour Groups Welcome! 
Open Daily, 11 A.M

Lunch and Dinner
Banquet and Catering Facilities Available

804 E. Portage Avenue

Sault Ste. Marie, MI
Across the street from Soo Locks Boat Tours

A f fordab le  Fam i l y  Fun

“Try Our Famous Whitefish Chowder & Smoked Spread”

906-437-5407

NOW OPEN
Fridays: 4 to 8 p.m.
Saturdays, Sundays:

noon to 8 p.m.

Birthdays • Holidays • Weddings 
Graduations • Showers 

ALL OCCASIONS

Dani Donnay  906.440.2394
www.brimleycakes.com

It ’s a Piece of Cake!

Please your senses with 
healthy baked goods

Also, jewelry, picture frames, stained glass,
greeting cards and much more.

Native heritage craft treasures
Ph: 906-248-2791   email: jackieph2000@yahoo.com

Pickford 
Feed Service

Hours: Mon-Fri, 8:30 to 5
Sat, 9 to 2  Closed Sunday 906-647-3251

Garden SeedsGarden Seeds • FertilizerFertilizer
Wood PelletsWood Pellets

Propane Refilled While You Wait

Fish Fry!
Lake Superior Whitefish

All You Can Eat 
Salads •Drinks •Dessert

KIDS 5-12: $5, UNDER 5 FREE
ADULTS: $11

Brimley VFW Post 9023
Located on M-28, 1 mile east of M-221

Join us on the following Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m.:
•May 10 & 24 •June 7 & 21
•July 5 & 19•Aug. 2, 16 & 30

•Sept. 13

Support Your Brimley  VFW

Clip and Save

Parminter continues his calling to evangelism

names & faces ...
CONGRATULATIONS!

Congrats to LSSU graduate, Tara Parrish on receiving
her Bachelor of Science Sociology and Bachelor of
Science History. We are so very proud of you. 

You worked extremely hard in achieving this goal. 
Next up: master’s program.

Love you, Mom, Dad and Brookie

Babba: Congratulations on your degrees from LSSU.
You can achieve anything you put your mind to.

Love, Grandpa

Congratulations, Tara, LSSU grad dual major. 
We are proud of you.

Love, Uncle Rog, Uncle Ror and Uncle Erdy

Congrats to Albert and Megan on their engagement!
Love, Aunt J

Thank you ...
Thank you to our family, friends and community
members for all the support, donations, as well as
time and effort during the recent benefit for our
home. Words cannot express how appreciative we
are of all of those who volunteered their time and we
are in awe of the support and generosity of this com-
munity. 
A special thanks to those people who took the

time to bake, organize and set up for the event, the
kitchen staff, and those who donated cash and items
for the silent auction and raffle. We would also like
to acknowledge the following businesses for their
support:
Bay Mills Resort & Casinos, Bay Mills Indian

Community Tribal Administration, Lock City,
Picture This Photography, O’Connor’s, Park Inn,
Mark’s Tire, Live to Fish Charters, Marchetti’s
Distributing, Soo Fishing Charters, Postma Maple
Syrup, Soo Motors, It’s a Piece of Cake, Smith &
Company Real Estate, Chippewa Motors, Stuff’s
Gift Shop, Rodenroth Motors, Leitz Sports Center,
Willabee’s Motel, Willabee’s Restaurant, Quaker
State, Pennzoil, Neville’s, Glen’s Market, Walmart,
31 North Tattoo, Four Seasons IGA, Rock 101 FM,
YES FM, Country 105, Oldies 93, WNBY AM,
WNBY FM, WSOO, WKNW, and Bay Mills News. 
We would also like to extend a very special thank

you to Paula Carrick and Tara Weist for all of their
efforts and support. 

Dennis, Katelin and Julianna Carrick

FLUTIST MEDALED — Taylor Gamble is
qualified to toot her own horn after receiving a
1st division rating at the Michigan Band &
Orchestra Association State Solo & Ensemble
Festival held at Northern Michigan University in
Marquette on March 23. The daughter of Angie
Johnson and a member of Bay Mills Indian
Community, Gamble earned her spot at the state
competition because of a 1st division rating at
District 13 Festival held in Pickford in January.
The 16-year-old began the band program in the
fifth grade recorder player band, and then took
up the flute in the sixth grade. Wearing the
medal she was awarded, Gamble is pictured at
band practice with her instructor, Brimley
School music teacher Elizabeth  Burrows (L-R).
SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

WOODBURNERS — Mary Jane Bernier has
been an instructor with the 4-H program for 38
years, with woodburning her emphasis for the last
several years. She is pictured with two of her star
pupils, Sierra Hascall and Garrett Schofield (L-R)
who have been working with Bernier since they
were in the fourth grade. Hascall, now a senior
and Schofield, now a sophomore at Brimley High
School, are members of Bay Mills Indian
Community. Hascall has almost completed a table
with several animal pictures woodburned into the
surface and intends to enter her creation into the
upcoming MITES competition.
SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

ART DONATED — The original
hangs at the Smithsonian's National
Museum of the American Indian in
Washington D.C., but artist Scott
Quick has donated mounted photos
of his original artwork to Bay Mills
Indian Community. Bucko Teeple
accepted the donation to be dis-
played at Gnoozhekaaning Cultural
Center and Shelly Deuman-
LeBlanc accepted the artwork des-
ignated for Bay Mills Resort &
Casinos. Both are BMIC members.
Pictured left to right: Raakhee
Quick, Bucko Teeple, Shelly
Deuman-LeBlanc and Scott Quick.
SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS
NEWS
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*  VA assistance available

Jason C. Smith
Multi-Line Agent
Life, Home, Auto, Business,
Health, Retirement, Farm

3303 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Phone: 906.632.7511
Cell: 906.440.3822
Fax: 906.632.8431

jsmith@fbinsmi.com

w w w . f a r m b u r e a u i n s u r a n c e - m i . c o m

MAXINE ANDERSON
REALTOR®

Business (906) 632-9696
Cell  (906)-440-3598
Fax (906)635-7650
E-mail maxine@smith-company.com
www.smith-company.com
3291 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Maxx Anderson
Your Realtor By Choice

... Not By Chance

Rhonda Rindy
Rhonda C. Rindy of Brimley, Mich., died March

29, 2013 at Hospice House in Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich. She was born Sept. 29, 1969 in Sault Ste.
Marie, Mich.
She was a member of Bay Mills Indian

Community and enjoyed spending time with her
family.
Rhonda is survived by her daughter, Charlene

Rindy; her father, Dean Rindy; two brothers, Rich
and Ron Rindy; a godson, Jessie Bennett; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by
her mother, Valerie Rindy.
Services were held April 2 at Migizii Hall on the

Bay Mills Community College West Campus. The
family was assisted by Clark Bailey Newhouse
Funeral Home. Online condolences may be left
online at www.clarkbaileynewhouse.com.

Hank Bowen
Henry T. “Hank” Bowen of

Bay Mills, Mich. died at age 77
on April 10, 2013, surrounded
by his loving family. Born June
12, 1935, he was a member of
Bay Mills Indian Community.
Hank began his career in Flint, Mich. as an

inspector for AC Spark Plug. He retired in 1987
and moved back to Bay Mills where he began his
real job of beautifying the community.
Many owe their work ethic and love for the

community to Hank. His yard was the entire reser-
vation and reminders are spread throughout the
area of his love for his yard. The Little Mac on the
Stretch, the Mini Iroquois Lighthouse, the trails
and snowmobile trails and the general neatness of
the area are all evidence of his work. He inspired
his fellow tribal members to strive for the same
goals through his example.
He took great pride in his efforts and will be

remembered as an Icon Artist, as are many in his
family. His canvas was his community and he took
the opportunity to paint a very special place where
friends and family could gather and celebrate the
beauty so often taken for granted.
Hank is survived by his wife, Iva Bowen; chil-

dren, Wendy (Kevin) Brown, Kim Wolf, Tiffany
Bergstrom, Andy (Nadine) Lyon, Trevor Bowen,
Joe Bowen and Cathy Bowen; grandchildren,
Timber, Logan, Christopher, Austin, Jacob, Dustin,
Natalie, Jorgiamay, Ivan, Shawntaeya, Anthony,
Sierra, Henry, Latara, George and Tommy;  sib-
lings, George (Linda) Bowen, Leo(Dolores)
Bowen, Jim Bowen, Robert (Dee) Bowen, Doug
Bowen and Dorothy Menominee. 
Preceding him in death are his parents, John and

Isabella Bowen; son George; and siblings, John,
Albert and Florence. 
Funeral services were held April 13 at Ste.

Kateri Tekakwitha Catholic Church with Father
Augustine Jacob and Father Ted Brodeur as cele-
brants. Clark Bailey Newhouse Funeral Home
assisted the family with arrangements. Online con-
dolences may be left online at www.clarkbai-
leynewhouse.com.

Don Lietzke
Donald H. Leitzke, 74, of Brimley, Mich., died

April 1, 2013 at Tendercare of Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich. He was born Aug. 24, 1938 in Lansing,
Mich. to the late Laverne and Nettie (Peake)
Lietzke. 
He graduated from Rodney B. Wilson High

School in St. Johns and continued his education at
Spring Arbor Junior College and then Michigan
State University, where he earned his master’s
degree in special education. Don taught special ed.
in Flint and at Intermediate School District in Sault
Ste. Marie. In 1981, he moved to Alaska to teach
for Fort Greeley Junior High for 10 years, and then
moved back to the Sault area, where he taught at
the Kinross Regional Prison until he retired in
2004. He enjoyed books, fishing, hunting and
camping.
Don is survived by his wife, Lorraine (Silm)

Lietzke, whom he married in St. Johns on Aug. 24,
1957; four children, Mark and Brandon Lietzke,
both of Brimley and Dawn (Gordon) MacMaster
and Diana (Ed) Caster, all of Sault Ste. Marie;
three grandchildren, Matthew, Derek and
Michaela; three sisters, Barbara (Roger) Dunckel
of Detroit, Carolyn (David) Titus of Texas and
Janice Lietzke of Detroit; and a brother, Jim (Judy)
Lietzke of Ohio.
C.S. Mulder Funeral Home assisted the family

with arrangements. Memorials may be left to the
Michigan Parkinson’s Foundation. Condolences
may be left online at www.csmulder.com.

Tom Cox
Thomas William Cox Jr. of Sault Ste. Marie,

Mich., died April 6, 2013 at his Sugar Island home.
Tom (Sparky) was born in Sault Ste. Marie on July
14, 1955 and raised on Sugar Island.
He attended a one-room schoolhouse on the

island before transferring to the mainland in the
sixth grade and graduating from Sault Area High
School in 1974. He worked as a deck hand on the
Sugar Island ferry before spending 32 years with
Hoover Precision Products as a tool and die
machinist. He enjoyed boating, fishing and hunting
and ran a trap line with his close friend, Craig
Bailey, until the time of his death. He was a mem-
ber of Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians.
Surviving Tom is his wife, Debra (Snider) Cox,

whom he married Feb. 1, 1975; his daughter,
Amanda Rose (Rafael) Gil; two sisters, Donna
(Richard) Kurtz and Tammy Cox; two brothers,
Terry and Kevin Cox; and nieces, Amy Kurtz and
Lisa (Chris) Kurtz-Tollenaar.
Preceding Tom in death are his son, Thomas

James (TJ) Cox; parents, Thomas and Carol
(McCoy) Cox; in-laws, George and Katherine
(Bonno) Snider; sister-in-law, Darlene (Snider)
Miller; two brother-in-laws, Ted Snider and Donald
Perin; and niece, Tonya Snider.  
Services have taken place with Clark Bailey

Newhouse Funeral Home assisting the family with
arrangements. Tom will be laid to rest at Riverside
Cemetery alongside his son, TJ. Online condolences
may be left at www.clarkbaileynewhouse.com.

walking on ...
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SALE ON ALL KRAFTMAID
DOOR-STYLE SELECTIONS

Now Until May 17
No Cabinet Minimum  **63% Off MSRP

**10% Off Kichen Countertops**

The Bay Mills Child Development
Center is currently accepting

applications for the 2013-2014
school year.

For more information, please call 
Andrea Shaw or Christel LeBlanc at 248-5820.

Services include the Creative Curriculum, free Head Start from 8 - 2
p.m., daycare services from 2 - 5 p.m., and  monthly parent training.
Head Start and Early Head Start can work in coordination with the
Intermediate School District to provide services for children with
physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities.

Give Your Child a Good Start ...
with Head Start!

FERRARO TIMEPIECES AND 
FAMILY HEIRLOOMS

(906) 248-5436
LOCATED IN RED BUILDING, 1 MILE WEST OF BRIMLEY POST OFFICE ON IRISH LINE RD.

BRIMLEY, MICHIGAN  • CLOSED SUNDAYS

WE OFFER THE LARGEST VARIETY & BEST PRICES
A SPECIAL CLOCK FOR 
YOUR UNIQUE TASTE

FREE DELIVERY AND SET UP FOR

GRANDFATHER CLOCKS AND COLLECTORS CABINETS

NEW!GOD BLESS AMERICA!

Co-Ed Flowers - And Gifts, Inc.
538 Ashmun St. • Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783
Ph. (906) 632-2601 • www.coedflowers.com

Downtown Sault Ste. Marie Since 1930

Submitted by Bay Mills Indian
Community History Department
On March 4, 1919, the Sault

News ran this article:   
“Hulbert is due for big growth”
“Within sixty days the lumber-

ing town of Hulbert will see an
influx of population amounting to
anywhere from 75 to 150 souls, and
before two months are passed the
town will have a post office of its
own, at present indications.  These
are the two facts of special interest
to the 100 or more people now res-
ident in this thriving town on the
D.S.S. & A. a half dozen miles east
of Soo Junction.  The newcomers
will be employees and families of
employees of the J. Shepard Parrish
Co. of Chicago, which is operating
a woodenware manufacturing
establishment in Hulbert, specializ-
ing in bowls and handles, and
expects to be in full swing in the
next two or three months.  From 30
to 50 additional men will be
employed, according to Mr. Parrish
who was in the city Saturday.
“As for the post office.  It had

been applied for and there is every
reason to expect one will be
installed soon.  As it is today the
residents have to go to Trout Lake
for their mail, which, needless to
say, is decidedly inconvenient, and
the residents are clearly entitled to
a post office immediately.

“Mr. Parrish is
superintending the
installation of
machinery for the
handle factory,
although the practi-
cal work in this con-
nection is taken care
of by Ralph
Dillingham, factory foreman.
Through trade connections of the
Parrish Company, a sure and cer-
tain market for the entire product is
assured.”
Again in 2005 the Sault Evening

News ran this article:
“This Week in Eastern U. P.

History: Mill Destroyed”
“A fire of unknown origin broke

out in the west end of the Parrish

Woodenware Mill at Hulbert early
in the morning of Jan. 9, 1925
destroying the mill and causing a
loss of $75,000 – only about 50
percent of it covered by insurance.
“Along with wooden bowls the

factory produced broom handles,
rolling pins, and other small wood-
en products.”  

Pictures and info courtesy of
Tammy Bosley Gady

Looking back at local history

HELLO COUSIN!  — Bay Mills Indian Community historian
Paula Carrick attended a presentation by Theresa Schenck about
Native American genealogy and discovered they had ancestors in
common through the Cadotte and Gurnoe families. Here, Carrick
and Schrenck (L-R) share a family connection at Bayliss Public
Library on Thursday, Mar. 21. Schrenck is a professor of American
Indian Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and has a
Ph.D in anthropology from Rutgers University in New Jersey. She is
the author of several books on the Ojibwe, including “All Our
Relations: Chippewa Mixed Bloods and the Treaty of 1837,” a refer-
ence book that Carrick uses often in her historical work. Schrenck
is an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Nation of Montana and a
descendant of Jean Baptiste Cadotte of Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. and
Michel Cadotte of LaPointe, Wis. The Chippewa County
Genealogical Society and the library hosted the event.                                 

SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

PEWAUKEE, Wis. –
Helicopter crews began
patrolling American
Transmission Co. electric trans-
mission lines recently to look for
damage, right-of-way encroach-
ments and vegetation issues.
ATC contracted the services

of Chemair Helicopters of
Jefferson, Wis. to patrol the
transmission system. The patrols
are expected to be completed by
the end of April, weather permit-
ting.
Crews will inspect the lines

by flying approximately 10 feet
above the wires, and they will
avoid flying over livestock
where possible. Schedules may
vary due to weather, but crews
expect to be in the Upper
Peninsula of Michigan in late
April.
ATC conducts helicopter

patrols two or three times a year
to detect potential problems that
can be corrected to avoid
unplanned power outages.

Helicopter crews to
patrol power lines
for inspection
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Mountain Stone Company

Check Out Our Website: 
www .mac k in a c f o rd . comWest US-2, St. Ignace

906-643-8040
Toll Free:

1-877-562-7249

Hours:  Mon-Fri 8 am - 5:30 pm Drive one.

2012 FORD F-150 SUPER CREW PICKUP
XLT, 5.0 V8, Auto, Air, CD Player, 
Sat. Radio, Chrome Step Bars,

P/Seats, Trailer Tow, 45,000 miles                       
$22,975

Roy Electric Co. Inc.
*INDUSTRIAL *COMMERCIAL 
*RESIDENTIAL*GOVERNMENT 

2901 Ashmun (M-129)
Sault St. Marie, 
Michigan 49783
www.royelectric.us

Phone: 
906-632-8878

Fax:
906-632-4447

U.P. Engineers & Architects, Inc.

707 Ashmun Street
Sault Ste. Marie 
Mich. 49783

906-635-0511
800-867-0511

Fax: 906-635-0612
www.UPEA.com

Submitted by Ruby Hatfield,
Journey To Healing Program

BAY MILLS — April is Sexual
Assault Awareness Month and
April 17 was the first-ever National
Native Sexual Assault Awareness
Day. Communities across the coun-
try are standing up for child sexual
abuse prevention by proclaiming
“It’s time to talk about it. Hear our
voices!” 

All communities have a role in
child sexual abuse prevention, and
this year’s campaign encourages
everyone in the community to sup-
port healthy childhood sexual
development by talking early, talk-
ing often, and taking action.

By talking about healthy child-
hood sexual development, adults
are able to support the children in
their lives. When adults support
age-appropriate behaviors, model
healthy boundaries and speak up to
other adults, they are an ally in pre-
vention. It’s also our job to respect
children, model healthy behaviors
and boundaries, and confront adults

when they act in ways that are not
appropriate.

Exposure to violence, whether
physical or sexual, places our
young men and women in danger
of long term physical, psychologi-
cal, and emotional harm. 
Depression, fear and suicidal feel-
ings have been experienced by sur-
vivors of this crime. Children who
experience violence are at a higher
risk for failure in school, emotional
and substance abuse disorders, and
are more likely to perpetuate the
cycle of violence themselves later
in life.

There is often silence and dis-
comfort when it comes to the dis-
cussion of sexual development. It’s
important to understand that this is
a normal experience we all share.
By opening up communication,
sharing age-appropriate informa-
tion with children, and educating
one another, we are taking steps
towards a safer community.

Ending sexual violence will
require the collaborative efforts of
everyone, including law enforce-

ment, the criminal justice system,
public health officials and commu-
nity members. It will require that
everyone communicate a universal
message that violence of any
nature, and especially sexual vio-
lence, is unacceptable. It’s time to
talk about it … to talk early and
talk often! 

For more information on child
sexual assault, contact the Journey
To Healing program at 906-248-
8312 or 906-248-8311.

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month

Earlier this month I sat in on a
health initiative meeting that is held
every Thursday night at Mukwa
Health and Fitness Center. During
these meetings, participants learn
about healthy habits in nutrition and
physical fitness. The program runs for
a full year starting in October. The
meeting I sat in on was focused on
grains and it reminded me of, how
growing up, I used to shun anything
other than white bread. Of course, back then I didn’t
even know that there were several types of grains besides
white and wheat.

Grains and whole grains, also called cereals, are the
seeds of grasses that are cultivated for food. Each of
these grains and whole grains come in a variety of shapes
and sizes ranging from large kernels to seeds. The grains
themselves can be broken down into a number of differ-
ent types. 

Whole grains are unrefined grains that still contain
their bran and germ that are normally removed during
the milling process. These grains are better sources of
fiber and contain key nutrients such as selenium, potas-
sium and magnesium. Whole grains can be single foods
such as brown rice and popcorn, or ingredients in food
products such as pancakes or bread. These grains help
you feel fuller quicker and longer. According to
fitday.com “whole grain is a better choice for diabetics
because it causes less of a ‘sugar spike’ than whole wheat
does.” Furthermore, fitday.com claims, “whole grains
have been shown to lower the risk of developing Type 2
diabetes otherwise known as adult onset diabetes.”

Refined grains are milled, which gives them a finer
texture and extends their shelf life. Unfortunately, this
process also removes many nutrients from the grains,
including fiber. Refined grains include white flour, white
rice, white bread, degermed cornflower and some
breads, cereals, crackers, desserts. 

According to fitday.com, “Refined grains have been
linked not only to weight gain but also have increased
risk of insulin resistance.”  

Finally, grains can be enriched, which means that
some of the nutrients that were lost during the milling
process have been added back in. Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the Mayo clinic, “some enriched grains are grains
that have the lost B vitamins added back in—but not the
lost fiber.” Usually, refined grains are enriched and many
enriched grains are also fortified with other vitamins and
minerals, such as folic acid and iron. An ingredient that
has been fortified has had nutrients added to it that do not
naturally occur in it. 

Regardless of what type of grain it is, all types are
good sources of complex carbohydrates and certain vita-

mins, and minerals. As an added bonus,
grains are naturally low in fat.
Furthermore, eating grains actually
lowers your risk of getting heart dis-
ease, diabetes, certain cancers, and
other health problems. 
The 2010 Dietary Guidelines for

Americans recommends that at least
half of all of the grains you eat are
whole grains. Be sure to check all nutri-
tion labels when shopping for whole

grain products. According to livestrong.com, “some
brown breads do not contain whole grains at all, but
rather obtain their brownish whole grain appearance
from ingredients like molasses or caramel coloring.” 

Mayo Clinic recommends choosing products that list
“whole wheat” or a specific type of “whole” grain as one
of the first ingredients. Besides reading the labels and
ingredients lists, the Whole Grain Council helps to make
finding the healthiest products easier by placing their
whole grain stamp on whole grain products. 

Know the differences in your grains

Road construction on tap for
Chippewa County

LANSING — The Michigan Department of
Transportation plans to invest $44 million in the
Upper Peninsula this year, including $41 million to
repair 115 miles of state highways, and $3.3 million
to repair nine bridges”

The MDOT Superior Region serves all 15 coun-
ties in the U.P.: Alger, Baraga, Chippewa, Delta,
Dickinson, Gogebic, Houghton, Iron, Keweenaw,
Luce, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee,
Ontonagon, and Schoolcraft. Major state trunklines
include I-75, US-41, US-45, US-2, M-26, M-35, M-
95, M-117 and M-28. In all, MDOT is responsible for
1,830 miles of state highway and 302 bridges in the
U.P.

Major projects in the local area this year include:
— I-75 Business Spur, Chippewa County: An

$812,000 project to repair the deck and replace the
barrier wall on the 3 Mile Road bridge in Sault Ste.
Marie. Construction is scheduled from May to
September. Traffic will be controlled with temporary
traffic signals and a detour for westbound 3 Mile
Road traffic on I-75 and Mackinac Trail. 
—  M-28, Chippewa County: A $5.2 million proj-

ect to resurface 11.1 miles of M-28 from west of
Raco to M-221. Construction is scheduled from May
to October. Traffic shifts will be in effect, as well as
lane closures under flag control.

Healthy Bits
By Alison Walker
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Bay Mills Medical and Dental Clinics 
Operating Hours:

To make an appointment, or to cancel, please call:
Medical Clinic: 906-248-5527
Dental Clinic: 906-248-5578
Pharmacy: 906-248-2031

Behavioral Health: 906-248-3204

Most Insurances Are Accepted

Call for
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Phone lines open at 8 a.m.

BAY MILLS HEALTH CENTER
12124 WEST LAKESHORE DRIVE

BRIMLEY, MI 49715

AFTER HOURS ACCESS  -- 906-203-4074
•Weeknights, weekends & holidays
• Speak with BMHC nursing staff

•Service available to BMHC patients

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

MEDICAL OFFICE APPOINTMENTS:
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. M-F, except 
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
DENTAL APPOINTMENTS:
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. M-F, except
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

PHARMACY OPEN 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F
Household
Hazardous Waste

Chippewa County Recycling
Collection for 2013

PLEASE CALL CHIPPEWA COUNTY
RECYCLING CENTER AT 906-632-0525 FOR 

YOUR SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT

REMINDER: Household Hazardous Waste will
only be collected on site on the above dates!

Sat., May 18, 2013
Sat., July 20, 2013
Sat., Sept. 14, 2013 

START SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS MAY 6

START SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS JULY 8

START SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS SEPT. 3

Clip and Save

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR THIS SERVICE!

By MICHAEL GERSTEIN
Capital News Service

LANSING — While the
Legislature wrestles with a recent
House decision not to expand state
health care for poor families
through the Medicaid program,
experts say roughly 20,000 veter-
ans will also be left uninsured if the
decision sticks.

“They’re going to be left out in
the cold,” said Jan Hudson, a health
care policy analyst for the
Michigan League for Public Policy,
which does research and advocacy
regarding social issues like poverty,
education and health.

The House recently rejected
Gov. Rick Snyder’s proposal to
expand Medicaid coverage despite
available federal funding for the
program.

According to the league, veter-
ans in rural areas would benefit the
most from the expansion because
they would be able to use local hos-
pitals in addition to sometimes-dis-
tant VA clinics.

The league says there are 17
rural counties with federal commu-
nity-based health clinics for veter-
ans, yet there are 57 rural counties
with veterans.

Most of those communities are
within 30 to 40 miles of a veteran
health facility, according to the
Michigan Department of Veterans
and Military Affairs. But Hudson
said even that’s an impossible dis-
tance for veterans who are sick or
without transportation.

“If there’s a facility that’s 30
miles away, that’s a real problem,”
she said.

There are also five VA medical
centers in Ann Arbor, Battle Creek,
Detroit, Iron Mountain and
Saginaw. The Iron Mountain facili-
ty has the largest geographic cover-
age area, acting as the only VA
medical center in the Upper
Peninsula, though there are five
smaller outpatient clinics in the
U.P. and one in Wisconsin.

A Medicaid expansion would
allow veterans to receive care at
local hospitals, cutting down neces-
sary travel distance.

But specialists are rare in remote
areas of the state – not just for vet-
erans, but for residents in general –
a point acknowledged by
Department of Human Services.

“There are shortage problems,”
said the department’s public infor-
mation officer, Angela Minicuci.
“They have to drive a long distance
to get to specialists.”

Still, the department says there
are more VA health clinics than
ever before. And new measures

have been taken to offer treatment.
Someone who’s seen those

measures firsthand is Patrick Kline,
an American Legion field officer.

He files medical claims for vet-
erans, ping-ponging from Bay City
to Alpena, and St. Clair to
Mackinac, then to the Upper
Peninsula every week.

Kline says that while VA hospi-
tals were “terrible” in the past,
they’ve improved dramatically.
And subsequent travel times have
dropped as more clinics opened.

“To be honest with you, I don’t
like going to a private hospital any-
more because you get treated so
much better at a veterans clinic,”
Kline said.

Reaffirming that point is Patrick
Lafferty, the chief administrative
officer for the Michigan American
Legion. He said there’s been a
“180-degree turnaround” in med-
ical availability since the 1980s,
when the only veterans’ clinic in
the U.P. was the Iron Mountain
facility.

With VA clinics now in smaller
cities like Grayling, Cadillac and
Mackinaw City, many vets are
racking up fewer odometer miles to
get care. And when they need a
specialist, they can go into the local
clinic and use Telehealth Care.

That’s basically a long-distance
checkup via the Internet. And 25
percent of patients at the Iron
Mountain-based Oscar G. Johnson
VA Medical Center used it in 2012.

Far-away specialists can inspect
rashes or infections, injuries or old
war wounds, both physical and
psychological. The Iron Mountain
center was one of the first in the
nation to start using the online sys-
tem in 1996.

A major problem is that veter-
ans from Sault Ste. Marie, for
example, still might have to travel
nearly 400 miles to Milwaukee,
Wis., to see a specialist, said Brad
Nelson, public information officer
for Oscar G. Johnson.

The clinic in Sault Ste. Marie –

an Oscar G. Johnson outpatient
clinic – doesn’t offer many of the
same services as the Milwaukee
VA Medical Center, Nelson said.
He said that’s simply the nature of
outpatient facilities.

But Nelson said, “We are really
working hard to provide the best
care possible to our veterans in a
rural setting.”

To cope with distance and lack
of transportation for some,
Disabled American Veterans
(DAV) – a nonprofit group – offers
volunteer-operated vans to trans-
port patients to veteran facilities.

In 2012, it trucked 297,848
miles, making stops in Sault Ste.
Marie, Marquette, Houghton,
Ironwood and Ontonagon multiple
times every week. The VA also
operates two 16-passenger buses,
which run three routes, traveling
up to 100 miles from Iron
Mountain.

But he said the DAV vans can’t
take wheelchairs or oxygen tanks.

Nelson said he didn’t know how
many veterans were unable to trav-
el to medical centers.

Overall, some 500,000 more
Michigan residents would receive
health care if the Legislature
agrees to accept federal money for
a Medicaid increase. That includes
21,500 new veterans and 10,300 of
their relatives, who aren’t covered
by VA health care.

Ari Adler, Republican press
secretary for the House, said GOP
lawmakers are concerned because
full federal funding for the pro-
gram will last for three years, after
which the federal government
would cover 90 percent of the
expansion. He said it’s difficult to
pull people off Medicaid.

Kurt Weiss from the governor’s
communications office said
Snyder still stands by his proposal
for Medicaid expansion.

It’s currently stalled in the
House Appropriations
Subcommittee on Human
Services.

Medicaid expansion would
increase vets’ health options

Insurance, medical groups: Reinstate helmet law
LANSING (AP) —Members of Michigan’s insurance and medical

industries as well as some rider groups are calling on lawmakers and
Gov. Rick Snyder to reinstate the state’s mandatory motorcycle hel-
met law.

The group met at the Capitol on April 10. They say modifying the
law to allow people over the age of 21 to ride helmetless is costing
the state lives.

A recent study by a University of Michigan researcher says 26
fewer people would have died last year if all riders wore helmets.

Heather Drake of AAA Michigan says “The data is clear. The
experiment is over in Michigan. Helmets save lives.’’

Michigan’s American Bikers Aiming Toward Education says hel-
mets should be a rider’s choice. 

They say tougher licensing, motorcycle safety programs and driv-
er awareness is more effective at saving lives than helmets.

State unveils ‘Pure Michigan’ plates
LANSING (AP) — Michigan’s new license plates feature the “Pure

Michigan’’ tourism logo.
One of the plates unveiled recently will gradually replace the state’s

standard white-and-blue license plate. The color remains the same.
The cost of getting an original plate won’t change, though drivers can

replace their current plate with the standard Pure Michigan plate for $5.
The Pure Michigan brand also is being added to personalized, veteran

and fundraising plates that cost more than regular vehicle registration fees.
Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and Gov. Rick Snyder unveiled the

plates April 8 at a secretary of state branch in Lansing. They say the plates
will help millions of residents be ambassadors for their state.

Other past plates have touted Michigan as a “Water Wonderland’’ and
the “Great Lake State.’’
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18988 S. Mackinac Trail
Rudyard MI 49780
906-478-5331

www.tricountyrudyard.com

956 East Portage Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783

906-635-6887

Offer good through April 30 at these participating locations

Between Shunk Rd. and Riverside Dr.
OPEN 7 days a week, 10-6 & Fridays, 10-8

Growing Plants for the North!
Opening Saturday, April 27
POTTING PARTIES

Friday: April 26 & May 10
at 6 p.m. -- $25

Make your own hanging
basket or patio planter with
flowers, plants, herbs or 
a mini veggie garden.

Friday, June 7
at 6 p.m. -- $25

Cooking & Drying with
Fresh Herbs. Samples,

recipes and an herb plant 
of your choice.

MOTHER’S DAY
SPECIAL -- $12

Sat., May 11, 10 am to 2 pm
Bring the children out 
to plant something 
special for Mom!

No registration needed.

CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION DAY

Sat., June 22, 11 am to 2 pm
FREE!! Hot dogs, chips,
lemonade, iced tea, water.
No registration needed.

Call Soon To Register. Limited Space.
906-632-1041

By KYLE CAMPBELL
Capital News Service

LANSING — When you
imagine a state prison inmate,
you might think of someone
young and tough with arms cov-
ered in tattoos and muscles
swollen from hours of pumping
iron in the yard.

How about wrinkled and gray
with arthritic hands gripping a
walker or spinning the wheels
on a wheelchair?

Despite an overall decline in
prison population, the number
of inmates above the age of 65
has increased 78 percent to
1,073 during the past decade.
Those inmates make up about
2.5 percent of the prison system,
but with more baby boomers
entering old age, that number
will only go up, officials warn.

It’s a fact the Department of
Corrections can’t ignore.

“There are some of those
institutions, I swear, if you went
around with me at chow time
you’d think it was a rest home
because it’s a wagon-train of
wheelchairs to the chow line,”
Director Daniel Heyns said.

The most pressing issue when
dealing with older inmates is
health care, Joanne Sheldon, the
department’s health service
administrator, said.

With about $300 million of
an almost $2 billion budget
going toward medical care,
health is a substantial cost
across the board, Sheldon said,

“When prisoners come to us,
they’re actually sicker than the
general population because they
don’t have access to health care
before,” she said. “They tend to
get sicker more rapidly.”

Living in close quarters also
makes prisoners more suscepti-
ble to communicable diseases,
Sheldon said. Old age exacer-
bates these problems and drives
up the cost of care.

Corrections is retooling its
health care system to accommo-
date the building wave of elder-
ly prisoners, looking into meas-
ures such as opening more units
to house them and possibly hir-
ing more aides to help geriatric
prisoners perform simple tasks
such as feeding themselves and
bathing.

The department also is look-
ing at reclassifying what it con-
siders at-risk age groups, possi-
bly dropping the target age
range from the traditional 65
and older to as low as 45 years
old.

“That’s how much quicker
the prison population ages,”
Sheldon said.

Lakeland Correctional
Facility, a former mental health
hospital in Coldwater, houses
many of the system’s oldest
prisoners, including the oldest,
Pinkney Lee McCoy, 88, who
was convicted of three counts of
first degree criminal sexual con-
duct against a minor in St. Clair
County in 2000.

Many of the 47 prisoners who
are 80 or older reside in

Lakeland, and although there
are inmates of all ages at the
facility, the aim is to accommo-
date the needs of older ones,
including more ramps and aides.

Prisoner aides “will help
them with a lot of activities,”
said Marti Kay Sherry, planning
manager for the department’s
Bureau of Health Care Services.
“Sometimes it’s as simple as
helping them in the food line or
getting dressed or even bathing.

“Those prisoner aides are
really great in determining how
their health is progressing
because they are in touch with
them every single day.”

There also is a secure med-
ical facility in Jackson, Duane
Waters Health Center, where
prisoners can be sent for treat-
ment of more serious, often ter-
minal illnesses.

American Friends Service
Committee Criminal Justice
program director Natalie
Holbrook said trying to stay
healthy in prison can be a futile
effort because of a high-sodium
diet, lack of health education
among prisoners and high fre-
quency of contagious diseases.

Holbrook said Corrections
should do preventative care and
education of prisoners to main-
tain their health before medical
intervention is necessary.

“It’s also really important to
keep raising this up as an issue,
especially with young prison-
ers,” she said.

“They’re going to grow old
inside and, I think, someday

we’re going to realize maybe
they’re going to cost too much.”

Just 20 percent of prisoners
65 and older are eligible for
parole, Corrections public infor-
mation officer Russ Marlan
said. Forty percent have not
reached their earliest release
date and 40 percent are serving
life sentences.

The older inmate population
is split fairly evenly between
long-timers in the midst of
lengthy sentences and those
recently incarcerated, often for
sexual crimes against children,
Marlan said

Heyns said the state might
open or convert more facilities
like Duane Waters or Lakeland
to accommodate its elder inmate
population.

“I wouldn’t be surprised if
you see more and more geriatric
units with less security,” the
director said. 

“It’s pretty hard to escape in
a wheelchair.”

He credited a stringent sen-
tencing system that keeps pris-
oners locked up longer than
most other states as contributing
to large numbers of long-time
inmates of all ages.

If the state wants to reduce
corrections costs, Heyns said, it
might want to consider methods
of reducing time served, partic-
ularly for older inmates who
pose less of a threat to society.

“It’s a decision we need to
talk about,” he said. “You can
keep them locked up, but get
ready to write the check.”

State prisons adapting to aging inmates

SAULT STE. MARIE  — Hot off its third Grammy Best Tropical
Album nomination for “Bach in Havana,” and the release of its new
album, “My Secret Radio,” the sizzling, dance-inducing Cuban music
group, Tiempo Libre, will throw one big Cuban party on April 19 at
the Lake Superior State University Arts Center.

The concert begins at 8 p.m. Tickets are on sale at the LSSU Norris
Center box office, 906-635-2602, or online at lssu.edu/artscenter.
Seats are $20 general admission, $15 for seniors, and $8 for students.

Tiempo Libre’s show is a dynamic, passionate performance of
timba music — an exciting and engaging combination of Latin jazz
and traditional Cuban song. 

The band’s goal is to serve as ambassadors to Cuba’s musical her-
itage while celebrating the American experience. According to band
members, there hasn’t been a concert yet where people haven’t gotten
out of their seats to dance.

The seven-man band started as friends who were influenced by
Miami radio stations that they pulled in to their radios through a coat-
hanger antenna. The group eventually made it to Miami, and it wasn’t
long before they were nominated three times for Grammy Awards.

Mother Jones magazine noted, “Their music is contagiously cele-
bratory. The snappy motion of Afro-Cuban conga beats creates the
illusion of a fast-forwarded video clip. It’s no wonder timba music is
associated with twisting, thrusting hips and shoulders. High notes pop
off the keyboard, while funk is pulled through the bass. A sort of call-
and-response plays out between the jazzy trumpet, saxophone, flute,
and swinging Spanish lyrics mourning love lost and liberties gained.”

Tiempo Libre has performed its timba music all around the world,
and still enjoys mixing their cultural beats with sounds of America,
including jazz and cultural music.

At LSSU, the band will perform high-energy music featuring songs
from “My Secret Radio,” a CD inspired by the band’s days of secret-
ly listening to American radio, “Bach in Havana,” as well as selec-
tions from two other Grammy-nominated timba albums, “Lo Que
Esperabas” and “Arroz Con Mango.”

You may see and hear more at the Tiempo Libre website. Tiempo
Libre’s performance at LSSU is supported, in part, by a grant from the
National Endowment for the Arts.

For more information, call 906-635-2602. 

Grammy-nominated Cuban band to
warm up a cold spring at LSSU
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SOO
CORNER

STORE

You Are

Invited

To Shop

At:

The Most Complete Liquor Store In The Area!
* OVER 200 DIFFERENT BEERS IN STOCK
* OVER 800 DIFFERENT WINES IN STOCK

* THE LARGEST PACKAGE LIQUOR SELECTION
AVAILABLE LOCALLY

WE GLADLY ACCEPT SPECIAL ORDERS!
SUNDAY MORNING SALES AVAILABLE!

Our promise is to treat you the way a customer should be treated. When you shop Soo
Corner Store, you will be greeted with a smile, a friendly hello, and the knowledge that your
business is truly appreciated.

204 E. PORTAGE STREET                                         SAULT, MI                                               906-632-7672

4142 Pleasant Avenue, Pickford 
Hours: M-F 8 to 5Sat 8 to 1, Closed Sundays

Call Today!   906-647-5655

SPRING SPECIAL!
MS290 w/18” bar

$399.80

SKINNERS

We can give you 8,000 reasons, our legion of
independent STIHL dealers nationwide. We
count on them every day and so can you. To
give you a product demonstration, straight talk
and genuine advice about STIHL products. To

offer fast and expert on-site service. And to
stand behind every product they carry,always
fully assembled. You see, we won’t sell you a
chain saw in a box, not even a big one.
Are you ready for a STIHL?

To find a dealer:
STIHLUSA.com /STIHLUSA.mobi
1-800--GO-STIHL

The Home Depot and Lowe’s are registered
trademarks of their respective companies.

Spring into Savings!Spring into Savings!
With Great Deals on Tires

All Major Tire Brands

2013 U.P. VISITORS GUIDE
~ 8x10 Full Glossy Color Booklet ~
Advertising opportunities available.

Call Shar at 906-248-8142.
Deadline: May 3

BAY MILLS — It was a great
year for the Ojibwe Charter School
girl’s basketball team as they had
their best season in school history.
The girls had an overall record of 7
wins, 11 losses and were able to
make it to the second round of tour-
naments for the first time. 

This is a team that was made up
of girls from 7th to 12th grade who
had a wide range of abilities. The
Lady Eagles were led by seniors
Shauna Mason, Shawntaya Lyon
and Clarissa Hett. According to
their coach Ashley Bickham, these
three girls worked hard to show
their leadership skills as well as
putting up a great amount of points. 

Bickham also made the follow-
ing comments about her athletes:

“Shauna Mason is a very versa-
tile player that could play any-
where on the floor and stepped up
big to help fill guard positions
when needed. 

“Shawntaya did a great job of
running the point position and
bringing the ball up the court. 

“Clarissa made her presence
known under the basket, which
lead to her being the high scorer for

the season. 
“Along with our three seniors,

we also had some great presence
from our younger players as fresh-
men Debbie Teeple and Catalina
Heyrman also helped to show lead-
ership and dedication to the team. 

“Catalina is developing into a
versatile post player that can play
down low as well as shoot from the
corners and Debbie is working her
way up to help lead the team as a
guard in the future. 

“Eighth graders Malorie Parish
and Sky Carrick showed a lot of
improvement from their 7th grade
season and continue to turn heads
and receive praise. 

“Malorie quickly became a
dominant threat under the basket
and often did a great job rebound-
ing and putting the ball back up.
She put up a 19-point performance
in tournaments and made the game
winning shot, putting the team in
the second round. 

“Malorie is an amazing player
for her age; she received praise
from many other teams, especially
when they realized that she was
only an 8th grader. 

“Sky Carrick also makes sure
that she is a known threat on the
court as she whizzes around going
after the ball. Sky is a joy to watch
and she truly loves everything
about the game, especially scoring
points. 

“Lily Parish and Madison
Carrick were also wonderful addi-
tions to our team as 7th graders.
Both girls showed amazing
improvement from last season and
are really starting to take control in
their respected positions. 

“Lily did a great job playing
guard all season and often found
herself playing against girls that
were much older than her.

“Madison likewise played guard
against girls much older and has
great defensive skills that will con-
tinue to improve as she gets older. 

“Overall the Lady Eagles are
starting to make progress in the
Northern Lights League and the
program continues to build each
season. All the girls should be
proud of the progress that they have
made this season and we are excit-
ed to see what next year will bring.
Great job girls!”

Ojibwe Charter School girls basketball team wraps up season

A GREAT YEAR FOR OCS GIRLS — Front row (l-r) Brecklin Williams- manager , Malorie Parish, Debbie
Teeple, Lily Parish, Sky Carrick, Madison Carrick, and Catalina Heyrman. Back row: Shawntaya Lyon, Coach
Ashley Bickham, Shauna Mason, and Clarissa Hett.

On Thursday, April 4 the Boys & Girls Club of Bay Mills held a teen day.  It started at 9 a.m. with breakfast
prepared by the staff followed by a brainstorming session for upcoming summer Adventure Camp activities
(details coming soon).  Next, the group headed to the Norris Center for a little fun and exercise at the pool and
basketball courts.  After the visit to the Norris Center they had a quick lunch and then on to the Chippewa County
Animal Shelter where they volunteered and lavished attention on all the cats and dogs. 

All the teens enjoyed the time at the shelter and can’t wait to go back.  Thanks to the teens for participating,
Ken Hopper and the Norris Center Staff, and Chippewa County Animal Shelter.  A special thanks to the staff at
the Boys & Girls Club:  Kim, Raelene, Tom, Jamie, Brad, Bob, and Alicha. You are definitely one of the most
dedicated and inspiring groups we have working for the youth in our community. Miigwech!
— Sandra Walden, Director, Boys & Girls Club of Bay Mills
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DONDEE SPECIALSDONDEE SPECIALS

Trivia on Thursdays!

Bands Friday & Saturday nights!

Sundays After 6 p.m. - $1 a Game!

BRIMLEY — The Bay Mills
Brimley Historical Society is fortu-
nate that a young woman and her
husband visited her sister’s summer
cabin at Whitefish Point in 1994. 
Pauline Rice-Goetz fell in love

with the area and requested a trans-
fer to the Sault Ste. Marie
Unemployment Office. Two weeks
later, she was looking for a place to
live in the area and spent a chilly
winter in her sister’s cabin. 
The next year, Pauline and her

husband, George, bought the
Iroquois Grocery near Iroquois
Island from Ray and Vicki Musser
and moved into the trailer next door. They operated
the store for 10 years.
After selling the business in 2005, they formed a

catering business and provided school meals at
Ojibwe Charter School for three years. They have
also provided an outdoor luncheon for 150 bicyclists
of the Michigan Upper Peninsula Bicycle Tour of the
League of Michigan Bicyclists for the past six years.
For over 25 years, Pauline worked for the State of

Michigan Unemployment Agency as a claims work-
er/examiner in various Michigan cities. She retired
in 2004 but continued to work in several part-time
jobs. She also has managed the weekly vacation
rentals of three homes on Lake Superior, along with
her husband. They are also partners in two other
businesses.
She was born Pauline Pellar in Detroit and raised

in a blended family of seven. She attended grade
school in the 8-Mile area until a recruiter from the
Wilbur Wright Vocational High School approached
her to attend that school. She had the required B
average and chose to attend and take nursing classes.
She became president of the Student Council but did
not graduate, instead earning a GED.

In her senior year, Pauline married
Larry Rice and they had four chil-
dren: Logan, Alice, Deborah and
Luther. In 1984, Larry died leaving
her a young widow with four chil-
dren.
In 1985, she met George, who had
one child, a daughter, Heidi.
Pauline started college and com-
pleted two years at Monroe County
Community College, where she
earned 60 credits in accounting and
teaching. Her GPA of 3.4 earned
her a scholarship to Eastern
Michigan University, but she never
attended. She was called back to

her job in Canton and then transferred to the Sault.
In each community where she resided, Pauline

has been a leader in many non-profit groups. Since
living in the Upper Peninsula, she became a found-
ing member and secretary of the Friends of Pendills
Creek National Fish Hatchery and served as secre-
tary and president of the MAFCE Bay Mills
Homemakers. She also chaired the Bay Mills
Township Recreation Committee, which was hon-
ored by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for having the best-organized five-year
plan.
Pauline and George now have 15 grandchildren

and two great-grandchildren. Her hobbies are read-
ing, sewing, gardening, canning and genealogy. 
For the past year, she has worked with Janet

Russell and Carol Eccleston researching and record-
ing 30 years of the history of the Bay Mills Brimley
Historical Society. This cultural data project was
critical in obtaining the recent Capital Improvement
Grant from the Michigan Council for Arts & Cultural
Affairs.
Her contributions to the Society are many and

truly appreciated. Thank you, Pauline.

Bay Mills-Brimley Historical
Society appreciates volunteer

By EDITH ZHOU
Capital News Service

LANSING – New businesses, new history
exhibits and new members of the Mackinac Island
State Park Commission kick off the island’s
approaching tourism season.
Named as the eighth most pristine destination

island in the world by National Geographic,
Mackinac Island attracts more than 1 million vis-
itors each year, according to the Mackinac Island
Tourism Bureau.
As the second largest industry in the state,

tourism brings in more than $17 billion, accord-
ing to a report from Michigan State University.
Mary McGuire, executive director of the

bureau, said several new businesses that offer
nice activities, including Great Turtle Kayaking,
Green Planet Extreme Kayaking Tours and Spirit
of the North Yoga, will open on the island this
season.
“The businesses here do all they can to update

each season. There are only a few communities in
the world that open and close so many businesses
each year,” McGuire said.
Kelsey Schnell, the public relations and mar-

keting officer at Mackinac State Historic Parks,
said there are also some new things happening
this season, including special exhibitions and
anniversary activities.
“This June marks the 250th anniversary of the

attack at Fort Michilimackinac by Native
American warriors, so a newly reconstructed row-
house and two new exhibits will help relay that
story as part of the commemoration,” Schnell
said.
According to Schnell, the new rowhouse in

Mackinaw City was reconstructed after years of
archaeological excavation and research. It features
two new exhibits, one of which includes an
authentic stone fireplace ruin from the original
structure. The other exhibit will showcase a short
film depicting the events leading up to the attack
and the attack itself.
“And Fort Mackinac interpretive programs will

continue to highlight the anniversary of the War of
1812, so daily demonstrations of military uni-
forms and musket firings will take place on the
island throughout the summer months,” he said.
McGuire said they are working hard on differ-

ent platforms in order to attract more visitors.
“We are primarily a word-of-mouth place, so

the social media has been wonderful,” she said.
Television shows feature the island such as the

CBS Early Show and the bureau is also a partner
with the state on the Pure Michigan campaign.
“I will continue to work towards bringing tele-

vision and film crews to Mackinac as well as trav-
el writers because being featured and written
about has always had longer lasting results for us
since the reader views the articles with more cred-
ibility,” McGuire said.
Recently, Gov. Rick Snyder announced the

appointments of Mary Callewaert of Mackinac
Island and William Deary of Jackson to the
Mackinac Island State Park Commission.
The commission’s seven members oversee

operations and maintenance of Mackinac State
Historic Parks.
“I feel honored to be appointed. I have been up

on the island all my life and I am familiar with the
environment,” Callewaert said.
Callewaert’s family owns many Mackinac

Island businesses, including Ryba’s Fudge Shops,
Island House, Pancake House and Mary’s Bistro,
and she also serves as a Mackinac Island Tourism
Bureau board member.
“Mary and William bring exceptional, valuable

experiences to the commission and I am confident
they will do great work to preserve and promote
all that Mackinac Island has to offer,” Snyder said.
“All the work I have been doing these years

will help me to do my job for the commission,”
Callerwaert said.
“I have a lot to learn before I start my work. I

will try my best to attract more people here and
share [the island’s] beauty with the world,” she
said.
The current chair of the commission, Dennis

Cawthorne of Mackinac Island and Lansing, and
secretary Barry Goodman of Southfield are leav-
ing after their terms end in April.
Cawthorne has been the chair for more than 18

years during his 22 years of service. He said his
accomplishments include support of the refurbish-
ment and reopening of Old Mackinac Point Light
House, creation of Historic Mill Creek Discovery
Park, opening of Manoogian Mackinac Art
Museum, reconstruction of buildings at Colonial
Michilimackinac, and rebuilding of the 220-year-
old stone walls of Fort Mackinac.
Callewaert and Deary will serve six-year terms

that expire April 12, 2019, and their appointments
are subject to Senate approval.

Mackinac summer means new businesses, exhibits



14 April 2013 Bay Mills News

PICKFORD BUILDING CENTER

C e d a r v i l l e   •    P i c k f o r d   •    D e T o u r   •     S t .  I g n a c e  

• Home, Cottage, Garage & Pole Barn Packages

• Treated Decks

• Daily Delivery Throughout the Eastern and Central U.P! 

• Carpet, Ceramic Tile and Vinyl Flooring

• Computerized Kitchen Design

COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIES & HOME CENTERS

221 N. MAIN ST.
CALL: 647-3101

First Annual Haul-In Clinic For Horses
Saturday, May 4

Special Prices: No Physical Exam Fee, 10% Off Vaccines,
20% Off Routine Dental Float, $3 Off Digital Coggins.
Also, Fecal Egg Count Test (do not deworm 8 weeks prior to test). 

PLEASE CALL TO MAKE APPOINTMENT: 906-635-5910

2000 Ashmun Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
www.MacMasterRealty.com

ELIZABETH M. LEBLANC
REALTOR

906-630-3782 cell
elizabeth.m.leblanc@hotmail.com

Twitter: @SOLDbyElizabeth
“Turning Your Dreams Into An Address!”

“I live and raise my family 
in the Brimley area. 

Let my experience help 
you find your perfect home.”

906-632-3300
VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION:
2988 Ashmun Street, Sault, MI

Service Open M-F: 7:30 am to 5:30 pm; Sat: 9 am to 4 pm
www.ferneliushyundai.com

FOUR-WHEEL
ALIGNMENT

$49.95

MOST CARS & TRUCKS                Expires 05/31/13.

SAVE OVER 50% !!

RONALD D. SOBER
COREY J. SOBER

105 W. Water Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI   49783

Gallagher
Benefit Services, Inc.

906-635-5238

Bay Mills Racing honored at GLASS banquet

Snowmobilers Caleb McKerchie, Allan Elliot, Joe Carrick, Patty Carrick, and Jeff Wilcox were all honored on
Saturday, April 13 at the Great Lakes Antique Snowmobile Series banquet held at Kewadin Casino.

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS

Bay Mills Racing brought home
a handful of trophies from the ban-
quet, including three for second
place, one for third place and one
for fourth place. According to Joe
Carrick, the season went well with
the abundance of snow on the
ground. Unlike other snowmobile
circuits, the GLASS series is more
of a friendly competition, with
drivers filling in for other teams on
an as-needed basis. The season also
went off without an ambulance
run, although Carrick himself is
recovering from a ski to the thigh
injury from the last race of the sea-
son held in Kinross. 

Bay Mills Resort & Casinos
sponsored the Bay Mills Racing
team. 

At right, Joe Carrick is shown
accepting a trophy from GLASS
Director George Huff. 

By MATTHEW HALL
Capital News Service

LANSING — Researchers at
Black Lake are studying threats
to sturgeon and using their find-
ings to teach biology to students
from kindergarten through high
school.

Among the questions being
examined at the 10,130-acre lake
in Cheboygan and Presque Isle
counties is why the prehistoric
fish hasn’t reproduced in the
wild as much as scientists would
like.

There are some working
hypotheses, said Edward Baker,
one of the lead investigators on
the project. One is the theory
that the habitat isn’t ideal for
sturgeon.

“The habitat has changed suf-
ficiently from what it was before
Europeans extensively settled
the state that the larvae, once
they hatch and start to grow, just
aren’t surviving,” said Baker, the
lake sturgeon coordinator at the
Department of Natural
Resources.

“Pollution and water quality
issues were probably a problem
back around the turn of the cen-
tury when the sturgeon initially
declined,” he said.

Nowadays, people don’t pol-
lute as much and water quality is
much better, he said. The biggest
habitat challenge is that many
rivers where the sturgeon spawn
have dams.

Dams change a river’s flow
and block traditional spawning
grounds. Complicating the mat-
ter is the sturgeon’s unique
reproduction, said Kim Scribner,
another lead investigator.

When most people think of
fish spawning, they think of
species that make nests; where
an area is carved out, the female

lays the eggs, the male fertilizes
them and there is some level of
parental care, said Scribner, a
fisheries and wildlife professor
at Michigan State University.

But sturgeon release sperm
and eggs that are distributed over
large areas of water, he said. “It’s
a very inefficient system. It
requires a lot of individuals.”

With fewer fish, the process is
even less efficient. Sturgeon
require up to 20 years to reach
sexual maturity.

Invasive species may also be a
persistent problem, Scribner
said. 

“One of the largest predators
of larvae and juvenile lake stur-
geon are invasive rusty crayfish.
They are voracious predators on
sturgeon, even at older age levels
where the individuals are large
enough to be beyond the threat
of predation by most fish preda-
tors.”

But the researchers aren’t let-
ting sturgeon go down without a
fight. They also run a sturgeon
hatchery near Black Lake.

Research there provides valu-
able information about how
genetic diversity may help pre-
serve the species, said Dave
Borgeson, supervisor for the
Northern Lake Huron
Management Unit of DNR’s
fisheries division.

If there’s a lot of genetic
diversity in a population, it
allows that population to respond
better and more quickly to a
change in the environment,
Baker said. If a population is
very close genetically, it could
be especially susceptible to a
particular disease that could
wipe out the whole population.

The project also develops K-
12 curricula derived from actual
data that scientists gather stur-
geon. It includes lesson plans

that educators have used in their
own science classes.

For Scribner, that aspect of
the project is about giving stu-
dents an experience with real
biology.

“Kids can get really excited
learning about science, technolo-
gy, engineering and math types
of work but in the context of a
very charismatic species,”
Scribner said. 

The sturgeon, with its huge, 6-
foot body and shark-like tail,
inspires students to look into the
data and interpret graphs to see
what they say about the sturgeon
and their environment.

Lesson plans include instruc-
tion about the scientific method,
egg survival, capturing juveniles
and spawning behavior.

Beyond the science, the class-
es also instill children with a
sense of attachment to the envi-
ronment, and as future voters, a
sense of responsibility.

Baker said, “I don’t think it’s
any secret that, over time, we’re
becoming a more urbanized soci-
ety and students are less and less
exposed to the natural world.

“It’s important to give stu-
dents an understanding that there
is a natural world around them
that does provide benefits for us,
and if we don’t take care of it,
those benefits will disappear,” he
said.

Matthew Hall writes for Great
Lakes Echo.

Sturgeon studies are examining 
spawning and teaching students

PROMOTE YOUR 
BUSINESS OR EVENT!

Advertise in 
Bay Mills News.

For more information 
on rates and deadlines,

call Shar at
906-248-8142.
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Announcements

Shear Magic
Grooming 

Salon

Please call for an appointment
Tammy Ault
906-632-4644

2653 Seymour St. • Sault Ste. Marie

“Grooming with a touch of class”

R. Behnke
Contracting

Licensed
Insured

*Water Damage Specialist
*Decks *Painting
*Custom Interiors  
*Insurance Work
Brimley MI           

906-322-6135
www.rbehnkecontracting.com

BINGO
Br i m

l ey VFW Hall
8968

W e s t M-
28

EVERY TUESDAY

QUICK N’ CLEAN
Real Durable Oil

Oil Change & Car Wash
Located on the I-75 Bus. Spur
Monday- Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: Lube 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Wash 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

906-635-9355

INNES WELDING
Boat Propeller Repair
Hub Replacement

Skeg Repair
Balancing

Quality Service
Free Estimates
906-437-4375906-437-4375

Call For Pickup and 
Drop Off Location

Kamper Tire &
Exhaust Inc.

23360 S. M-129
1/2 Mile N. of Pickford
Auto & Large Truck Repair

Oil Changes • Mufflers • Brakes
Alignments • Car, Truck, RV Tires

906-647-8011

Free leadership program at MSU
On July 14 to 19, Michigan

State University will present a free
pre-college Leadership Program,
sponsored by the College of
Agriculture & Natural Resources,
Office of Associate Provost for
Undergraduate Education. 
Participants will explore the uni-

versity campus, as well as take part
in academic enhancement work-
shops and extracurricular and pro-
fessional development, with Native
American staff and mentors help-
ing them prepare for the future. 
Application is available at

http://www.canr.msu.edu/prospec-
tive_students/pre_college/pre_col-
lege_leadership_program/. For
more information, call Stephanie
Chau at 517-355-0177 or 517-353-
1822 or email to chaus@msu.edu,
or Marcus Winchester by email to
winche19@msu.edu. 

Bowhunters Jamboree
On Saturday, June 22 and

Sunday, June 23, the Michigan
Traditional Bowhunters 25th annu-
al jamboree will be held at Hanson
Hills recreation Area in Grayling.
Archers from all over the country
are invited to participate and pass 
Offered is a 24 target 3D course,

a 25 hand-painted 2D course, canoe
float shoot, plus a giant traditional
raffle, dealers and Sunday worship
services. 
Free primitive camping is avail-

able through Sunday afternoon.
Only traditional equipment is
allowed for all shoots. Pets are
allowed in the camping area but not
on the courses. 
For more information, contact

Dick Gardner at 616-238-6393.

GED program changes
The GED program at Bay Mills

Community College is undergoing
several major changes in the next
year, the most visible of which is a
move to computer-based GED test-
ing. While the program works to
determine how some of the pro-
posed changes will take place, all
current GED students must com-
plete their studies and tests before
Jan. 1, 2014.
On that date, all previous GED

work, including tests and class-
room hours, will be purged from
the official record. If you plan on
completing the reuired work and
trsting to receive your GED, it is
very important that you contact the
GED coordinator, Brady Waybrant,
at 906-248-3354.

Soo Theater 2013 season opens
On Saturday, May 11 the Soo

Theater Festival Orchestra Concert
will be held at 7 p.m. at Soo
Theatre, 534 Ashmun Street, Sault
Ste. Marie. 
On Friday May 17 at 7 p.m. and

Sunday, May 19 at 4 p.m., catch the
STARS  Dance Show, while the
STARS KIDS Dance Show is on
Saturday, May 18 at 2 p.m. 
Both events take place at the

Fine Arts Center on the Lake
Superior State University campus.
For more information, call 906-
632-1930 or visit www.soothe-
atre.org.

Happenings in Hulbert
Hulbert’s American Legion

#393 will host two May events. 
On May 4 the Buchners Annual

Pig Roast is open to the public, fea-
turing a Kentucky Derby hat con-
test and a brown bag auction. 
On May 18, starting at 10 a.m.,

Wild Flower Days features an arts
& crafts show, wild flower walks
and a wild flower quilt demonstra-
tion. 
The American Legion is located

at 37661 West 5th Street in Hulbert.
Call 906-876-2341 for more infor-
mation.

Wine tasting event
On Saturday, April 27 from 6 to

9 p.m. at Kedawin Casinos in Sault
Ste. Marie, the Chippewa County
Community Foundation will host a
“Weekend Wine Down.” 
The wine tasting event is filled

with savory hors d’oeuvres, great
conversation, decadent desserts,
the local musical talents of The
Lise White Ensemble and an exqui-
site variety of wines. 
Tickets are $35 and may be pur-

chased at the Kewadin Box Office,
1-800-539-2346 or visit their web-
site at  www.kewadin.com. 
For more information, call the

CCCF at 906-635-1046.

Bake Sale
On Thursday, Apr. 25 starting at

9 a.m. at Soo Co-op Credit Union
on Main Street in Brimley, the
“Miss Gwen” Bake Sale will fea-
ture delicious baked goods for sale
by donation. 
Named in memory of Gwen

Holdsworth, Justice Parminter’s
aunt who was a great supporter of
his goals to attend YWAM, the
bake sale is a fundraiser with all
proceeds going to support Justice
attending the School of
Evangelism.

Mom/daughter/grandma brunch
On Sunday, May 11 the Healthy

Start/MIHP Program will host their
annual mother/daughter/grand-
mother brunch at noon at the Bay
Mills Resort & Casinos’ Horizons
Conference Center. Please RSVP to
Joann LeBlanc at 906-248-8360, or
Erica Carrick at 8510, or Candice
Leapley at 8340.

Women’s Health Days schedules
Several Women’s Health Days

are scheduled for the upcoming
months. Please make note of the
dates and call 906-5527 to schedule
an appointment. Thursday, May 9,
Tuesday, June 18, Friday, July 12,
Thursday, Aug. 15 and Tuesday,
Sept. 17.

Youth Group meets
The A-Team Youth Group meets

every Sunday at 2 p.m. at the Bay
Mills EMT & Paramedic classroom
at 3466 South Pine Village Road in
Bay Mills. 
This is a positive place for area

youth to come and talk about
issues, get help with homework and
do activities. 
If transportation is needed, call

Rachel Kronemeyer at 906-248-
2021 or 203-0802. 

CONSTITUENTS COMMUNICATE  — U.S. Representative Dan Benishek, R-Crystal Falls, sends a spe-
cial assistant to Bayliss Public Library in Sault Ste. Marie from 11 a.m. to noon on the first Thursday of every
month. On April 4, Dan Blough helped a citizen learn how to contact State Sen. Howard Walker and State
Rep. Frank Foster. He also discussed Benishek’s voting record and promised to pass on comments to the
Congressman. SHAR MYERS/ BAY MILLS NEWS

BRIMLEY — Early this year,
the Bay Mills Brimley Historical
Research Society was awarded a
$3,850 grant from the Michigan
Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs, dedicated to improve-
ments for the train and depot in
Brimley.
Improvements will include

repairs to the exterior siding and
painting of the passenger car, a
new roof on both cars, leveling
the passenger car and repairing
the boardwalk, ramp and decking
to make it accessible to all who
visit the museum.
The grant must be matched

with other funding. The museum
has depended in the past on year-
ly fund raising events, support
from tourists and local residents,
including the Bay Mills Indian
Community, local school and
businesses, and members of Bay
Mills Brimley Historical Society. 

BAY MILLS — Point Iroquois
Lighthouse will re-open
Wednesday, May 15, with the
Book Shop and Museum open 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Until that
date, Point Iroquois is only open
on Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

Many programs are planned
for the summer. The names of the
authors being scheduled for book
signings and the dates will be
published in Bay Mills News in
May or June.
Childrens’ programs and story

hours are also in the planning
stages. Watch Bay Mills News for
a schedule of events.
David Zier had been expected

to be caretaker this summer, but
at the last minute, he was unable
to come to Point Iroquois
Lighthouse. Instead, Ron and
Karen Gilmore from Kincheloe
arrived April 9 to be the new
caretakers. 
Everyone is invited to stop by

to say “hello,” look around the
Book Shop and Museum and
enjoy the beautiful scenery on the
shores of Lake Superior.
The “girls” working at the

Lighthouse have come across a
great cookie recipe they want to
share — the flourless peanut but-
ter cookie.

Beat together 1 cup of peanut
butter, 1.5 cups of brown sugar
and two eggs. Pour batter into a
pan and bake at 350 degrees F
for about 40 minutes.

Lighthouse, Historical Society announce
future happenings for the summer season

Sen. Howard Walker
910 Farnum Building
Lansing MI 48909-7536
517-373-2413
517-373-5144 fax
SenHWalker@senate.michigan.gov

Rep. Frank Foster
S 1486 House Office Building
P.O. Box 30014
Lansing MI 48909-7514
517-373-2629
517-373-8429 fax

Governor Rick Snyder
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, Michigan 48909 
PHONE: (517) 373-3400
FAX:(517)335-6863
Rick.Snyder@michigan.gov

How to reach Michigan State legislators ...
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