
BRIMLEY — “Everyone whose
kindergarten teacher is here, raise
your hands,” requested Brimley
Elementary School Principal Pete
Routhier at the Elementary Awards
Assembly on Wednesday, June 5.
His hand went up with the rest.

“Everyone whose elementary
school principal is here, raise your
hand,” was his second request.
Again, his hand was lifted along
with the others in the middle school
gymnasium.

Turns out, his former teacher and
principal, as well as his former boss,
was in the audience — Frances
Robbins — who was being honored
for her service to the school for
almost three decades by having the
school library dedicated to her.  A
plaque with the name “Frances
‘Francie’ Robbins Library Media
Center” was unveiled and a long line
of well wishers gave her a hug and a
flower. 

Routhier said Robbins had
stressed the importance of a library
to the school and fought to have it
installed in the 1990s. “We want to
thank her for all she has meant to the
school and the community by nam-
ing and dedicating the library to
her.”

The plaque will hang in the K-12
library as a permanent reminder of
all her contributions to the education
of Brimley students.

Following the dedication cere-
mony, the awards presentation con-
tinued. Students of the Month for

May received their awards and a
small gift. Elizabeth Burrows, the
school’s music teacher awarded
Mikayla Kime for 5th grade band
and Samantha Bishop for 6th grade
band. 

Brian Rider gave physical educa-
tion awards to each grade: Kassidy
Stone and Trey Lynn, kindergarten;
Mila Croad and Brendan Gross,
grade one; Nathan Kime and Olivia
Bennett, grade two; Sadie McGuire,
John Stenglein and Luke Slater,
grade three; Jonathan Rider and
Emma LeBlanc, grade four; Sydney
Ferns and Zachary Gross, grade five;
Dylan Carrick, Danny Carrick and
Kierra Perron, grade six. 

The top two fundraisers for the
Jump Rope for Heart event were
announced: Sarah Rosa and Autumn
Halvorsen. Honored for their
accomplishments at Spelling Bees
were Trevor Moran and Katelyn
Krull for fifth grade and Kendra
Carrick and Isabelle Perron for sixth
grade. Perfect attendance awards
were presented to Kalista Perron,
Mikayla Kime and Brendan Gross
and “near perfect” to Brooke
Rivenburgh, who had missed half a
day.

Sixth grade teachers Sherry
Hutchins and Peggy Osborne
announced the names of students
graduating into middle school and
presented them with certificates. 

To end the ceremonies, Derek
Postma was awarded the Elementary
Principal’s Award by Routhier for
his academics and adherence to the
principles of the Bays Ways. 
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BRIMLEY — As warm weath-
er starts luring people outdoors,
ticks start working their way
indoors – hitching a ride on every-
thing from pets to pant legs.
Though the mere thought of the
blood-sucking parasite makes
many itch, it’s no laughing matter.
In 2012, ticks accounted for 98
cases of Lyme disease in
Michigan, with most incidences
being reported in the U.P. 

And despite a cold winter and a
wet spring, it appears ticks sur-
vived the elements. Reports are
coming in from all areas of people
mowing the law or walking in the
woods and coming back with a
few critters attached. Pets are
popping up at local groomers with
a few “extra passengers” riding
along. 

Brimley resident Al Demroske
said he was mowing his lawn and
went inside his house only to find
his wife plucking ticks off him. 

“I had two of them [ticks}

crawling on me. And I was aware
of the problem, but I was just
mowing my lawn. I didn’t even
feel them,” said Demroske. 

According to the Centers for
Disease Control, ticks are smarter
than you think. They find their
hosts by detecting animals’ breath
and body odors, or by sensing
body heat, moisture, and vibra-
tions. Some species can even rec-
ognize shadows. 

Ticks pick a place to wait by
identifying well-used paths and
resting on shrubs and tall grass.
While ticks can’t jump or fly, they
do make their way onto hosts, be
it animals or people, walking by.
From there they prepare to feed, a
process that requires several hours
in preparation.

The most common tick bite is
from the American dog tick. True
to its name, this parasite is most
often brought into homes and
yards by companion animals. The
tick burrows in the fur of the ani-
mal and gorges on its blood until
it becomes so big it actually falls
off.  Engorged ticks can resemble

a small grape in size.  The tick
readily bites humans as well and
is responsible for cases of Rocky
Mountain spotted fever. 

The tick responsible for Lyme
disease, the deer tick, is not as
common as the dog tick, but its
presence is continuing to grow in
Michigan. These ticks are now
showing up in the Lower
Peninsula from Berrien County to
Grand Traverse County. 

“While the number of illnesses
carried by ticks have not
increased in Michigan in recent
years, they have not decreased
either, “ said Dr. Matthew Davis
with the Michigan Department of
Community Health. “We do want
Michigan residents to be aware of
the simple steps they can take to
protect themselves and their fami-
lies from tick-borne illnesses.”

There are a number of ways to
control your exposure to ticks. If
you are going to be out in the
woods, take measures to make
sure your skin is covered. While it
may sound extreme, the practice
of using duct tape to seal your

pant legs is nothing new. Using
products that contain DEET and
spraying your clothing will also
repel ticks. 

While avoiding tick-prone
areas of tall grass isn’t always
possible, prevent ticks from latch-
ing on to you by regularly check-
ing your clothing and showering
shortly after being outside.
Washing exposed clothing in high
temperature water will also kill

any parasites not detected. 
Controlling ticks on pets can

be done with medications such as
Frontline and K9 Advantix, both
available at your local veterinari-
an. There are formulations for
both cats and dogs available. 

Keep in mind it takes ticks at
least one day of attachment before
they can transmit any kind of bac-
teria, so the earlier the tick is
caught, the better.

Tick season in full swing, plaguing people and pets
By Shannon Jones
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Brimley School library 
dedicated to Robbins

BRIMLEY — Will Mascoma
ever build an ethanol plant in
Kinross? 

The status of the proposed $232
million cellulosic ethanol biofuel
plant remains in question and its
future looks bleak.  The company
was scheduled to have the building
completed and open for business by
the end of 2013. By 2014, the plant
was slated to be a fully operational
facility, employing approximately
70 people. To date, no ground has
been broken at the Kinross site and
calls to all parties involved remain
unanswered at press time. 

Mascoma representatives could
be dodging press for another reason.
An anonymous source has con-
firmed that Valero, the partner pro-
viding the most funding and over-
sight to the project, has pulled out.
Valero currently owns and operates
10 corn-based ethanol plants.

Calls to Valero’s office declined
comment and referred Bay Mills
News back to Mascoma staff.
Valero was questioned about their
position in the project and refused to
make any statement regarding
Mascoma and their involvement. 

The Mascoma project has faced
scrutiny since the company
announced its plans in 2009. From
environmental groups citing safety
concerns to community members
worried about trucks and pollution
in the area, the road for Mascoma
has been uphill. The technology
behind their project has also faced
criticism as Mascoma cited in its
own Initial Public Offering on the
stock exchange that its biggest risk
factor was “it has no experience.”

“We have no experience apply-
ing our CBP technology to the pro-
duction of renewable fuels or chem-
icals at commercial scale and our
management has limited experience
in the renewable fuels and chemi-
cals business, and as a result, we
may not be successful in commer-

cializing our hardwood CBP tech-
nology.”

In their statement to the
Securities and Exchange
Commission, Mascoma admitted to
a history of debt noting, “We have a
limited operating history, a history
of losses and the expectation of con-
tinuing losses.”

While their IPO was pulled, cit-
ing unstable market conditions, its
contents revealing their experience
with the product they were hoping
to sell was now public record.

Since its inception in 2005, more
than 90 percent of the company rev-
enue has been allocated from gov-
ernment grants, with the remainder
from private investors. 

Mascoma has never turned a
profit or made a product and
brought it to market. In 2008, the
state of Michigan gave $23.5 mil-
lion to spur the Kinross project on.
As of June 2011, the company had
racked up a deficit of more than
$118 million, marking losses for
each year in operation. 

Kinross ethanol plant future questioned
By Shannon Jones

Bay Mills News

OCS CLASS OF 2013 — Commencement ceremonies were held on May 25 for the Ojibwe Charter
School Class of 2013. Pictured above, left to right, are Destiney Teeple, Clarissa Hett, Dale Teeple Jr.,
Maleena Kelly, Shauna Mason and Shawntaeya Lyon.          SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS

DEDICATED TO BRIMLEY AREA SCHOOLS — To honor her years
of dedication to the students at Brimley Area Schools, both as a teacher and a
principal, Frances “Francie” Robbins was honored at the Elementary School
Awards Assembly on June 5 by having the school library dedicated to her. Left
to right, Elementary School Principal Pete Routhier, Frances Robbins, School
Superintendent Al Kantola and High School Principal Brian Routhier.

By Sharlene Myers
Bay Mills News



SAULT STE. MARIE – A Lake
Superior State University student
used her experience from a
Glamour magazine internship
when she hosted a successful fash-
ion show in April that raised
$2,500 for the American Cancer
Society.
Helena Wollan, a junior in

LSSU’s business program from
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich., produced
the event and plans to host another
one next spring. About 400 people
attended the show in the LSSU
Arts Center auditorium. She creat-
ed most of the outfits, make-up,
and set designs from scratch and
was responsible for all of the pro-
gram’s choreography.
The show was inspired by expe-

riences and knowledge Wollan
acquired while living in New York
City in summer 2012, working as
an intern for Glamour magazine.
The three-month internship

immersed her in fashion design
and layout production.
After the fashion show’s suc-

cess and feedback Wollan
received, she said she is excited to
start planning the next one.
“I already have a few themes in

mind and I am getting a bit too
anxious already,” she said.
Wollan’s Peacock Futuristic

Punk Fashion Show emphasized a
theme that she described as being
very out of the ordinary and eccen-
tric, while still accentuating each
participant’s personality.
“Starting something that has

never been done before is always a
challenging task, especially when
the event is all about fashion and
the major clothing attire in Sault
Ste. Marie is camouflage,” she
joked, noting that a fashion show is
not a typical event that occurs in
Sault Ste. Marie.
With no budget and a lot of cre-

ativity fueled by her education and
internship experiences, Wollan put
the show on with local donations
including funds provided from her
own pocket.
“Creating the pieces in the show

as well as directing, planning,
organizing, producing, marketing,
and choreographing, were all long
processes,” she said. “Although
this show was far from easy, I
loved every second of it and can’t
wait for the next one.”
Wollan said the show’s auction

of “LSSU’s finest men,” for lunch-
eon dates was a success as well.
One of the luncheon dates with the
five dashing young men was pur-
chased by the parents of a four-
year-old girl who was very excited
to go on the date with her sports
hero, Derek Kinney, a former
LSSU basketball player and recent
graduate from the LSSU busi-
ness/marketing program.
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Footwear & Apparel
Established 1913

Downtown
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Phone (906) 635-9885
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Between Shunk Rd. and Riverside Dr.
OPEN 7 days a week, 10-6 & Fridays, 10-8

Growing Plants for the North!
We Carry Mulch By The Yard, Weed Barrier 

and Commercial Grade Edging.
Our Greenhouses Are Full Of Beautiful 

Hanging Baskets, Patios and Flats.
Come Walk Through Our Peaceful Nursery 

With Shade Trees, Fruit Trees,
Flowering Trees, Bushes and Perennials.

SAULT STE. MARIE — The Salvation Army Citadel will host the first
2013 program of the “Historic Churches of Sault Ste. Marie” series on
Monday, June 24, at 7 p.m.
Captain Daniel Voss and Captain Amy Voss will present a program in

the sanctuary on their mural by Royce Caron. You are invited to learn
about the historical painting by local artist Royce Caron, as well as the
history of the Salvation Army and its current activities.
The Salvation Army Citadel, built in 1908-1909, is located at 132

West Spruce Street. It will be open for viewing from 6:30 to 8 p.m. that
evening. Refreshments will be provided after the program. Admission is
free. Donations to the Historic Churches series are greatly appreciated;
they fund the printing of the annual brochure.
The Salvation Army Citadel is one of five churches featured this

summer for Monday evening programs. This is the only Historic
Churches program that the Salvation Army will hold this season.
The Historic Churches series is a project of the Chippewa County

Historical Society that was reorganized in 2000 from the earlier
Pathways program by Arline Fitzmaurice and Sharon MacLaren. This
year marks the Society’s 13th year of showcasing these landmark struc-
tures that have played significant roles in the cultural history of Sault
Ste. Marie.
Residents and visitors to the Sault area are invited to attend these free

programs. The schedule will be available by mid-June at various loca-
tions, including the participating churches, the Chippewa County
Historical Society, Bayliss Public Library and area businesses. For more
information, call 906-635-7082 or e-mail cchs@sault.com. 

Salvation Army Citadel to
kick-off Historic Churches
Program on June 24 

Fashion show a success at LSSU

BAY MILLS — Bay Mills Biological Services
has a new face taking care of the water quality in
and around the reservation. Brian Wesolek of
Saginaw began his duties on May 6. He replaces
former biologist Amanda Bosak who left the
position in March to work for the State of
Michigan. 
Wesolek is not new to the area as he graduat-

ed from Lake Superior State University in 2006
with a bachelor’s degree in fisheries manage-
ment. He continued his education from there,
moving to Sudbury and attending Laurentian
University. He earned his master’s degree in
2009. His capstone project involved monitoring
water quality to determine factors that influence
the recovery and health of aquatic systems. 
After graduation he returned to the states,

teaching biology at Delta College and Saginaw
Valley State University for three years. He
learned of the Bay Mills position from a former
professor and colleague and decided to apply. 
Wesolek will be working with different

departments internally as well as state, local and
federal agencies on water quality management
and monitoring. His main duty will be to contin-
ue the surface water quality monitoring program,
which involves monitoring 30 stream, pond,
wetland and lake sites throughout the region.

Beach monitoring will also continue to ensure
that swimming conditions are safe throughout
the summer. 
Wesolek said his experience in Bay Mills has

been positive thus far.
“Bay Mills has proven to be an excellent

place to work.  I have been surrounded by many
wonderful individuals from many different
departments that have played an important role
(no matter how small) in getting me settled in.”

Wesolek joins biological services staff
By Shannon Jones

Bay Mills News

Saturday, June 29, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. the International Bridge Walk
between U.S. and Canada will be held,  sponsored by the International
Bridge Authority and the Chamber of Commerce from both cities.
Organizers remind walkers to bring a passport or other approved I.D.
(Contact the Sault Ste. Marie Area Chamber of Commerce for more
details at 906-632-3301). Bus transportation is available to bring walkers
from Ontario back to the starting point for a small fee of $2.

Walk the International Bridge
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“STAY CONNECTED”
Open Daily, 11 a.m.

804 East Portage Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie MI
906-253-1728

Across the Street From Soo Locks Boat Tour

OH YES, WE DID!

Come Try Our 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN     

OYSTERS ...
If You Dare!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
AMERICA!
JULY 4

THANK YOU 
ALL VETERANS

From AMERICAN LEGION
Post #393 Hulbert MI

Fish Fry!
Lake Superior Whitefish

All You Can Eat 
Salads •Drinks •Dessert

KIDS 5-12: $5, UNDER 5 FREE
ADULTS: $11

Brimley VFW Post 9023
Located on M-28, 1 mile east of M-221

Join us on the following Fridays from 4 to 7 p.m.:
•June 21•July 5 & 19

•Aug. 2, 16 & 30
•Sept. 13

Support Your Brimley  VFW

Clip and Save

BAY MILLS — Area 35 Special
Olympics has been providing intel-
lectually disabled persons with the
opportunity to participate in a num-
ber of sporting events since 1980. 
This year marked the 13th year

the annual banquet was held in Bay
Mills, sponsored by Bay Mills Resort
& Casinos. The event recognizes ath-
letes from the tri-county area, honor-
ing them for their accomplishments.
Special Olympics currently has

more than 100 registered athletes and
has grown substantially throughout
the years, according to Area Director
Laura Aikens. 
She has been involved for 28

years with the program, working the
last eight as area director. 
“The most rewarding part is

watching the athletes compete with
all their heart, such as a wheelchair
athlete rowing as fast as they can and
crossing the finish line,” said Aikens
of the experience. “Watching athletes
receiving medals at the state and
national level is also amazing.” 
Bay Mills tribal member Mia

Munz has been involved as an athlete
with the program since she was a
child in Wisconsin and continued on
when she moved to Michigan in
1997. Her love of swimming and
bowling have led her to take home a
number of trophies throughout the
years. But it isn’t all about competi-
tion for Munz.
“I like the traveling and going

downstate to compete and meet other
athletes,” she said. “And Laura is a
fun area director.”

As the organization has doubled
in athletes over the last 20 years, so
have its offerings. Athletes can now
participate in everything from bowl-
ing to swimming and bocce. 
Bowling is considered one of the

most popular sports, and is one of the
most expensive to fund. Special
Olympics relies solely on the dona-
tions of individuals and groups, as
well as fundraisers to meet their
financial needs, which is budgeted at
about $60,000 a year.
One group in particular, the

‘Hulbert Haulers’ contributes signifi-
cantly to their budget. This year
alone, the Haulers raised and donated
more than $20,000 to Special
Olympics.
“It is fair to say we could not do

what we do without organizations

like the Hulbert Haulers,” said
Aikens. “We do not receive any gov-
ernment funds or grants or United
Way monies.  We have to raise
money at the local level to provide
local activities and to go away for
competition.”
Athletes can participate in Special

Olympics at no cost to them or their
families. 
Not only does the program rely

upon donations to keep running, but
volunteers to help run the programs
are also a necessary component.
Aikens considers herself to be fortu-
nate in that aspect.  
“We have a great team that serves

on our Area Management Team
Board that plans, coaches, works at
events, drives and chaperones,” said
Aikens. 

Special Olympics honors athletes
By Shannon Jones

Bay Mills News

Above, Bay Mills tribal member Mia Munz poses with her trophy and
guest, Bay Mills Tribal Chairman Kurt Perron. 

Below volunteer and coach, Al Belleau, poses with athlete and Bay
Mills tribal member, RJ Ross, and his mother, Kathy Ross.

At far right, Christine Hesselink poses with her trophy she earned
for bocce.

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS
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By Gary Wilson
After eight years on the side-

lines during one of the most
dynamic periods for the Great
Lakes, two governors took the first
step aimed at getting their guberna-
torial colleagues to engage on the
Great Lakes.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder and
Illinois Gov. Pat Quinn recently
hosted a long overdue Great Lakes
“summit” on Snyder’s pristine
home turf, Mackinac Island. The
executives were last together to
sign the Great Lakes Compact in
2005. For perspective, President
George W. Bush was just beginning
his second term.

The event is Snyder’s brain-
child, emerging last year from his
Energy and Environment position
paper. He had noted the need for
governors to engage on Great
Lakes environmental issues, prima-
rily fighting Asian carp and other
invasive species.

Over time, the priority morphed
from the environment to three
themes: economic development,
regional collaboration and protect-
ing the Great Lakes – specifically
combating invasive species. The
discussion over two days proceed-
ed in that priority order.

What can be said about what
should be a linchpin Great Lakes
group – governors –that hasn’t met
for eight years?

In that time, the federal govern-
ment has aggressively implement-
ed the Great Lakes restoration plan,
born in the Bush administration
and now funded by President
Barack Obama.

Mayors launched a bi-national
coalition to advance Great Lakes
issues from their perspective.
Environmental groups formed
coalitions to advance the restora-
tion cause.

And the governors?
Benign neglect comes to mind.

They didn’t really do anything bad,
they just didn’t do much of any-
thing. In fairness, most of the cur-
rent Great Lakes governors are still
relatively new on the job, but
they’re there now.

It’s easy to become jaded after
attending numerous Great Lakes
conferences where platitudes and

pronouncements flow like water
over Niagara Falls.  And as I
watched this event unfold, it
seemed no different. It was a polit-
ical love fest as governors went out
of their way to praise each other for
even  simple things like showing
up (the governors of Minnesota,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York,
by the way, were conspicuously
absent).

But talk is what politicians do.
It’s the coin of their realm and, as I
observed the conference, I told
myself to look for a kernel of sub-
stance. One emerged.

Quinn casually said that separat-
ing the Great Lakes from the
Mississippi River is the “ultimate
solution” to the advancing Asian
carp problem. Looking around the
room, I saw heads turn and eye-
brows raise as note takers tapped
on keyboards to record the Illinois
governor’s statement. Many,
including myself, sought to verify
what they heard.

It was an important statement
from Quinn, as he has been non-
committal at best on the separation
issue, which is highly controversial
in his state. It’s a tough sell as busi-
ness interests and other con-
stituents are dependent on the
Chicago waterways system for
transport and tourism jobs. They’re
fine with the status quo.  And when
questioned by reporters at a later
press event, he softened his state-
ment, falling back to emphasizing
rigorous study.

Minimally, a gutsy Quinn had
acknowledged the elephant in the
room. His colleagues, notably
Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, were put
on notice that the separation issue
will be on the agenda sooner rather
than later. Pence and most in
Indiana who have a say are against
separating the Great Lakes from
the Mississippi as businesses in
northwest Indiana are strongly on
record against it.

There are two ways to judge this
Great Lakes Governors Summit –
style and substance.

On style, Quinn and especially
Snyder, deserve an “A” grade for
prompting the governors to finally
engage. It’s easy for these execu-
tives to stay in their silos and

ignore the region’s best interests.
It’s hard to campaign on how well
Michigan collaborates with Ohio or
Indiana or any of its other neigh-
bors.

Snyder lured them, perhaps with
some sugar, to deviate from their
schedules to trek to Mackinac
Island. The sugar was that most of
the discussion was about economic
development, a topic that’s top of
mind for every governor. While
there was substantive environmen-
tal discussion, it was mostly related
to economic issues.

On substance, the only possible
grade is “Incomplete.”

Getting Great Lakes governors
to talk about regional collaboration
and to engage on environmental
issues doesn’t mean it will happen.
That’s the heavy lifting that needs
to follow.

These governors face two sig-
nificant regional environmental
issues within a year:

The Army Corps of Engineers
will recommend how to deal with
Asian carp early next year.
Separating the Great Lakes from
the Mississippi will be among the
options. Will the governors take a
stand and will they be unified?

Waukesha, Wis. is poised to
make the first request to divert
water from the basin based on the
Great Lakes Compact. That request
will land on each governor’s desk
sometime next year. All eight must
approve what is a precedent-setting
request. Governors get paid to get
these decisions right and there may
be no more important Great Lakes-
related decision that they’ll make
during their tenure.  How they han-
dle diversion requests will speak
volumes to water conservation pri-
orities for the region.

Snyder and Quinn have taken
the risk to lead and return the gov-
ernors to the Great Lakes game.
Will their colleagues follow and
engage beyond attending meetings
on a resort island?

The Great Lakes community is
watching.

Gary Wilson is a Chicago-based
independent journalist. Reprinted
with permission of the “Great
Lakes Echo.”

Putting a priority on the Great
Lakes is necessary

By Julianne Jennings

Mainstream America has effectively marginalized our inherited way
of being and, although restricted, it is still very much alive despite the
history and purpose of the Europeans, which was to produce people who
might appear to be “look-like Indians,” but shall be European in spirit
and habits of mind. It has uprooted us in the sense that there is complete
disjunction with our traditions and culture, which has infused in many of
us a spirit of self-denigration. Further, celebrated photographer, Edward
Curtis (1869 to1952) worked tirelessly to capture images of Indian peo-
ple that became the dominant culture’s popular conception of “noble sav-
ages.” 

The widespread belief that Indians were a dying race created both a
fascination with them as a people and lent a sense of urgency to Curtis’
massive project. His work focused principally on real Indians, whose tra-
ditional ways of life were coming to an end as the U.S. frontier began to
fade, and they served as a necessary element in the grand story of
America’s nation-building mythology. Certain American Indian tribes,
who had close relations with Africans, especially those where slavery
was prevalent, would probably never be considered in his photographic
odyssey because they did not fit his or others racial stereotype so confi-
dently assumed.

Difference in appearance was and is a result of (subtle or blunt) con-
tact and intermingling, which are cultural constants, the world over—the
physical, geographical, political and strategic evolution of all humans.
However, multiracial blending has been a mark of shame and challenges
societies’ discomfort with its historical past. Multiracialism has been
institutionalized throughout history, whether through the “one drop”
rule; BIA-imposed blood quantum policies; Walter Plecker, the first
Virginia state registrar of vital statistics, who reclassified Indians as
black; Sir Francis Galton, who founded the science of eugenics; or media
depictions. Our walk of plurality—a learned balance from the inalien-
able habitants of the soil, and as representatives of newcomers—is the
fluid new face of Native America.

Indians of southern New England and Virginia for example, were the
first to take the brunt of European invasions. Native combatants were
executed; forced into indentured servitude in colonial households along-
side Africans; served as concubines; divided among other eastern tribes;
shipped to Bermuda or the West Indies, and in some cases Spain,
Portugal and Africa as a consequence; and condemned to perpetual slav-
ery; Members of the Five Civilized Tribes held enslaved blacks (later
called Freedmen), who migrated to the West with them in 1830 and later.
In peace treaties with the U.S. after the American Civil War, the tribes,
which had sided with the Southern Confederacy, were required to eman-
cipate slaves and give them full citizenship rights in their nations. 

The Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole have created controversy in
recent years as they tightened rules for membership in their nations and
excluded Freedmen who did not have at least one Native American
ancestor on the early 20th-century Dawes Rolls. The Cherokee, Creek
and Seminole are applying the very same criteria that the federal govern-
ment uses to eliminate claimants of their heritage and any services they
feel owed to them. Freedmen descendants believe that their exclusion
from tribal membership, and the resistance to their efforts to gain recog-
nition, are racially motivated and based on the tribe’s wanting to preserve
gambling revenues for fewer members. Historically, Native Americans
never use blood degree as criteria for membership, but through commu-
nity and shared experiences. Today, our “red-black” humanity is about
self-actualization and positive identity building.

Yet arguments continue to disqualify our existence. Harvard
University historian Henry Louis Gates, Jr. purports that “DNA testing
reveals the extent of Native American ancestry among African
Americans is only five percent. All black Americans have at least 12.5
percent Native American ancestry, the equivalent of at least one great-
grandparent.” Numbers can be a sorcery game, so we need to question
sampling methods on the size of the population being measured. In con-
trast to Gates claim, The Indigenous Peoples Council on Biocolonialism
(IPCB) notes that, “Native American markers are not found solely
among Native Americans. While they occur more frequently among
Native Americans, they are also found in people in other parts of the
world.”

The final writing of this piece is an attempt to recognize our own age
as the accumulation of previous ages and the ability to look profoundly
at the passage of time and recognize that people from the past did not
necessarily behave or look as we do today. In other words, we must not
entirely detach ourselves from the past, but look at events as they really
are. The underlying principle of historical work is that the subject of our
inquiry must not be wrenched from its setting. It is the interrelated con-
ditions in which something or someone exists or occurs—the act or
process of weaving all parts into a whole that gives meaning to charac-
ter and identity. Thus, historical awareness allows for recognition of his-
torical processes and their contexts—the relationship between events and
people over time, which endows them with greater significance than just
an emotional response to the past—not all American Indians are red.

Julianne Jennings (Nottoway) is an anthropologist.
Republished permission of Indian Country Media Network.

Not all American
Indians are red 

By U.S. Sen. Carl Levin

On May 4, I had the honor of delivering the commencement address to the Adrian College Class of 2013. This
year’s 224 graduates are the latest in a long line from a school with a proud and distinguished history, a school
founded by people fired by the search for knowledge and opposition to slavery.

Education, I told the graduates, succeeds not mainly by imparting knowledge, but by encouraging inquiry. It’s
more about questions than answers. And yet, the world into which these graduates now march is in many ways
geared to reward certainty over inquiry and openness. Because the Internet and emerging technologies like Twitter
feed us more information more quickly than ever, we are more prone than ever to excessive certainty that we’re
right. The greater the speed with which information flows over us, the greater the impetus for hasty judgments and
the more likely we’ll fail to deliberate over what that information really means.

The need for deliberation is all the more crucial because this rapid flow of information is accompanied by a ten-
dency toward rigidity or closed-mindedness. I am most aware of this in my work in the Senate. The Founding
Fathers designed the Senate to move carefully, slowly even, so it could weigh arguments on all sides of a matter.
But too often, the Senate is instead in gridlock caused not by thoughtful deliberation, but by a refusal to consider
opposing points of view.

I worry that the increasing rigidity and polarization that has engulfed our politics has encroached on other
aspects of American life. Americans are not only increasingly divided about politics, but we have increasingly
begun to cluster, in cities and neighborhoods, based on our views. We turn on the television news network that we
agree with, one that reinforces our own beliefs. Comfortable and unchallenged in our opinions, we become more
and more prone to excessive confidence in the correctness of those opinions.

Adrian’s new graduates, and all of us, will face situations in which we are dead certain of our correctness, but
are confronted by others equally certain that they are right. Judging when to stand on principle and when to com-
promise to get the job done – that is one of the most important skills we can develop, in work and in life.

How can you tell a principled stand from blind stubbornness? I offered two suggestions.
Not long ago, my wife, Barbara, and I had dinner at our favorite Chinese restaurant. When she opened up her

fortune cookie, here is what it said: “Try not to stand on your own side during an argument.”
I think putting yourself in the other guy’s shoes for a while is the right thing to do. But it’s also practical. You

are not likely to resolve a dispute unless you have some sense of what the other person feels, and why, and what
might satisfy their needs.

The second suggestion I borrowed from a colleague. Not long ago, Sen. John McCain spoke to students at the
University of Arkansas’ Clinton School of Public Service about that school’s namesake, President Bill Clinton.
Sen. McCain described how he and the president had worked together in the 1990s on restoring our diplomatic
ties with Vietnam.

At the time, opposition to diplomatic relations with Vietnam was still high. Sen. McCain believed a diplomat-
ic opening was the right thing to do. And as a hero of the Vietnam War, he knew he wasn’t likely to face criticism
for his stand. But President Clinton’s lack of service in Vietnam had been a big issue during the 1992 presidential
campaign. He was sure to come in for criticism, and he did. As John McCain told those students: “[President
Clinton] had to risk his self-interest to do the right thing. He had to have courage.”

And this is the question I asked the Adrian graduates to ask themselves when caught between principled oppo-
sition and prudent compromise: Is it my principles and ideals that are at stake or just my interests? If we honestly
examine our own motivations, we might find that we have more room than we think for compromise that does not
damage principles we hold dear – if we have the courage to sacrifice our self-interest.

I told the graduates that their lives will be measured in part by how faithfully they seek to question their own
certainties and to understand those with whom they disagree. The same is true, I think, for all of us.

Beware the temptation to assume you’re right
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Top students for May selected
MAKING IT TO THE TOP —
Due to their top marks in grades
and good behavior, the following
students have been selected as
Students of the Month for May.
Front row (L-R): Brianna Bensel,
Olivia Bennett, Isabelle Caraccio,
Grace Capling and Amanda
McColl. Back row, (L-R): Lily
Carlson, Autumn Charles,
Heather Gordier, Zoey Hall,
Yasmin Abdi and Lillian Thomas.
SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

BRIMLEY — Brimley Elementary School has
announced the Students of the Month for May.

Yasmin Abdi works very hard and is persistent. She is
respectful, kind to others and likes to help. She is coopera-
tive and works well in groups. Yasmin is very attentive to
what is going on in the classroom and follows along well.
— Mrs. Hope

Olivia Bennettwas new to the school this year, howev-
er you would never be able to tell. She is very social and
has many friends within her class. She enjoys being a
teacher helper as well as always being willing to lend a
helping hand to her peers. Olivia has worked very hard this
year and has shown much growth in many academic areas.
— Mrs. Schaedler

Brianna Bensel is a great friend to many in the class-
room. She works really hard on all of her assignments and
never gives up. She can always be seen with a gigantic
smile on her face and has a very bubbly personality. If
someone is in need of help or a partner, she is always the
first to step in. Brianna is a great listener and always fol-
lows directions the first time they are given. —  Mrs.
Schaedler 

Ethan Cameron has shown great progress in all areas
since the beginning of the year. His work ethic has greatly
improved. He has become a great listener during lessons
and usually follows directions well. He is constantly trying
to do his best and takes his time to have neat handwriting.
Ethan is a happy, polite and fun kid who has worked hard
to become a great student. — Mrs. Hill

Grace Capling gets her work done and is always will-
ing to help out other students who need assistance. — Mrs.
Ellis

Isabelle Caraccio is a shining example of a fabulous
first grader. She is always cheerful, kind and helpful to oth-
ers. She works super hard and tries her best at everything
she does. She has blossomed into an amazing reader this
year. Isabelle can always be counted on to follow the Bays
Ways every day. — Mrs. Kelso

Lily Carlson earned this award by following our Bays
Ways and just being an all-around great student and class-
mate. She is always kind, considerate and respectful. Her
work is consistently turned in on time. Lily works quietly
and always follows the directions. — Mrs. Teeple

Autumn Charles is a very thoughtful student who
always tries her hardest on her work. Over the course of the
school year, she has gotten much better at keeping track of
her assignments and turning them in on time. She has also

come to realize the importance of studying; she willingly
goes through her class notes many times in order to learn
the concepts that were presented. On top of this, Autumn is
very helpful in the classroom. — Mrs. Hutchins

Heather Gordier is a conscientious student who con-
sistently does her best in school. Her grades are good and
her attitude — fantastic! She is helpful to her teachers and
kind to her classmates. Heather enjoys skating, music and
leading games in the classroom. — Mrs. Rider/Ms.
Stanaway

Zoey Hall has been a big, big helper all year. She is
always kind to her classmates, very giving and forgiving.
She always has a positive attitude and comes to school with
a smile on her face every day. She follows Bays Ways by
being Respectful, Responsible and Safe. Zoey is a creative
young lady with a great imagination, a very talented artist
who has excelled in art class. — Mrs. Osborne

Colin Hopper is an exceptional young man who
always follows the Bays Ways and can be counted on to
make the right choices. He puts forth a lot of effort in his
work and it pays off. He is always helpful to both his
teacher and classmates. Colin enters the room with a smile
on his face each day and his positive attitude is contagious.
— Mrs. Carrick

Amanda McColl is a student who can be counted on to
give her best effort in everything she does. She is a consci-
entious student who completes her work and always does
her homework. She is an active participant in classroom
discussion and treats her classmates with kindness and
respect. Amanda can be counted on to follow the Bays
Ways. — Mrs. Gross

Conlin McManus is a very conscientious young man
who always tries his hardest to follow the rules. He is polite
and helpful to everyone around him. Conlin can always be
counted on to do the right thing and follow the Bay Ways.
— Ms. Hoffman

Riley Parish continues to be an awesome role model
and exceptional student. He has followed the classroom
procedures and Bays Ways each and every day since
September. He is a hard worker and turns in his assign-
ments on time. Riley has a great sense of humor and gets
along well with his fellow classmates and adults alike. —
Mrs. Ver Strate

Lillian Thomas is an extremely patient student. She is
very willing to wait and always helps her teacher and stu-
dents, not just when it is convenient. Lillian works with
others in a positive manner. — Mrs. Jones



BRIMLEY— Bay Mills Community College honored the
class of 2013 with commencement ceremonies held on
Saturday, May 18 at Brimley Area Schools. 

The following students were recognized for their
achievements:
Associate of Applied Science

Computer Information Systems- Office Administration:
Jarissa Burton, Brandi MacArthur and Danielle Van
Volkenburg

Computer Technology Emphasis: Danielle Van
Volkenburg

Construction Technology: Francis Cantafio, Jennifer
Raditz, Sarah Wellman, Mitchell Willis, Gerald Willis, and
Kyle Tadgerson
Associate of Arts

Business Administration: Melissa Meehan, Rebecca
Cook, Brandi MacArthur, Gregory Nelson, Maximilian
Smith, Ashley Trevarrow, Barbara Chaplin, Steven
Kennedy, Amanda McKiddie, Kalvin Perron, and Dennis
Sparks

Criminal Justice: Nathan Ferraro and Joseph Whalen
Early Childhood Education, Family Services: Michele

Donaldson, Wendy Heyrman, Ruth Jimenez, Lacey
McCormick, Jennifer Robertson, and Barbara Sonnabend

Early Childhood Education, Teacher Preparation:
Michele Donaldson, Rochelle Herbert, Wendy Heyrman,
Denise Hills, Ruth Jimenez, Linda Lane, Jessica Spitzer, and
Pamela Vance

Education: Amber Moffat
General Studies: Dennis Sparks
Health and Fitness: Amber Aikens, Kristi Johnston,

Candice Leapley, Mary Joe North, and Alison Walker
Social Science: Melisa Ducsay and Susan Shunk

Associate of Science
General Studies: Scott Blasing, Shauna Cameron, and

Cody Jodoin
Certificate

Health Science: Cassandra Lahti and Robin Warpup
Medical Office: Vicki Miller
Natural Science: Rachel Browning and Nathaniel

Landreville
Certificate of Completion

Criminal Justice: Jamie Ailing, Angela Benett, Robert
Brown, Waylon Charles, Brandon Claypoole, Jason Clow,
Thomas Corrigan, Jocelyn Dangler, Jenna Derusha, Erin
Enriquez, Craig Gordon, Jesse Goudreau, Justin Kagey,
Jared Parish, Kassandra Rader, Mark Smith, Dylan Storey,

Troy Streeter, Brian Tremblay, and Marty Vert
Emergency Medical Technician Basic: Andrew Burnett,

Erica Carrick, Kari Every, Maelyn Hascall, Angela LeBlanc,
Lucius LeClerc, Kristina Lee, Dawn Lounds, Barbara
McKelvie, Selina McLean, Craig Suheski, Cole Tadgerson,
Kyle Tadgerson, Cassandra Wilcox, McKayla Worsham, and
Samantha Wyers

Construction Technology: Scott Franklin and Richard
Gamelin
Diploma

Nishnaabemwin Pane Immersion Program: Mark
Sagataw

6 June 2013 Bay Mills News

18988 S. Mackinac Trail
Rudyard MI 49780
906-478-5331

www.tricountyrudyard.com

BMCC holds commencement ceremonies for Class of  2013

Brimley Elementary Kindergarten grads of 2013
K-Class 2013: Top row L-R: Addison Hill, Brennah LaFord, Benjamin Smart, Elizabeth Stuart, Jordin Brugman, Evan Mills, Ethan Cameron, Addison Carrick, Bailey Johnson-

Anargyros, Jayna Hunt, Savannah Taylor, Memphis Courser and Mark Osborne. Middle row L-R: Jaydon Niemi-Alcorn, Kassidy Stone, Clay Palosaari, Calix Craven, Jason LaPonsie,
Andrew Teeple Jr., Gabriel Lyons, Dominic Miller, Wasaya LeBlanc, Maddox Ranta, Trey Lynn, Chendra Tremblay and Gabrielle Tremblay. Top row L-R: Conlin McManus, Evin Smart,
Cameron LeBlanc, Morgan Barnes, Dale Semasky III, Phoenix Thompson, Summer Kinney, Caden Teeple, Lawrence LeBlanc, Andrew LeBlanc III and Kaylee Sylvester. 

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS

Photo by BUCKO TEEPLE



By Alan Kantola
Brimley Area Schools

Brimley Area Schools is honored to
induct Willis Wiser into its Athletic
Hall of Fame.

A 1946 graduate of BHS, Willis
Wiser was a three-sport athlete in high
school, lettering in basketball, baseball
and football.  For as long as anyone can
remember, Willis has been a faithful
supporter and an avid fan of BHS ath-
letics.  He rarely misses a game, what-
ever the sport.  We know, however, that
his favorite sport is basketball.  His
positive support for Brimley athletic
teams over eight different decades,
make him one of the icons of Brimley
athletic history.

Wiser was born in the Sault in 1928,
to Grace and Abraham Wiser.  He was
one of five boys in their family. Their
family moved to Raco when he was 9
months old.  He attended the Raco
school through fourth grade. In fifth
grade, he began going to school in
Brimley and also began playing bas-
ketball and continued until he graduat-
ed in 1946.    

After school, Wiser continued to
play basketball with an independent
team, who won an Upper Peninsula
championship. His love for basketball
led him to play the sport until he was 62
years old.

Wiser was married to Marcia
Tinsley for 32 years.  They raised five
boys until she passed away.

Since 1946, Willis has been an avid
fan of Brimley basketball.  He has been
a fixture in the bleachers.  After watch-
ing his five sons play, he now watches
his granddaughters play.  In fact, he has
been such a fixture in a certain area of
our gymnasium,  that we are going to
forever designate a seat in our bleach-
ers as reserved for Willis.

Brimley Area Schools Employee of
the Year for the 2012-13 school year is
Ann Capling.

Capling is a Middle School lan-
guage arts teacher and has held that
position since the start of the 2004
school year, making this her ninth year
at our school.  As a language arts
teacher, she has a great appreciation for
literature and enjoys sharing that with

her students.  She is an active member
of the EUPISD Curriculum Review
Team, as well as our district profession-
al development committee and
SMART-I Team. Commenting on her
career at Brimley, Ann says, “I consid-
er myself lucky, as I get to work with a
very dedicated faculty who strive daily
to provide the most meaningful educa-
tion to our students.

Capling is a 2004 graduate of Lake
Superior State University, with a B.A.
in elementary education and is a former
Laker basketball player.  She has an
M.A. degree from Central Michigan
University in school principalship.

She is a native of Ida, Mich.  and
now resides in Sault Ste. Marie, with
her husband Todd and two girls, Grace
(7) and Madeline (3).  As a former col-
lege basketball player, she keeps her
family busy with athletics and an active
lifestyle. They enjoy the outdoors,
spending summers camping and trav-
eling back and forth to her hometown
in southeastern Michigan.  When she
has free time, she enjoys cooking, casu-
al reading, and taking yoga classes.

Aaron Hopper has been selected as
Brimley Area Schools Distinguished
Alumni for 2013.

Hopper graduated from Brimley
High School with the Class of 1955.
While attending school and after grad-
uation, Hopper worked 17 summers at
Tahquamenon Falls, running the boat
tours.  After leaving the boat tours,
Hopper opened and operated Hiawatha
Lumber Company with his brothers for
20 years.  The lumber operation con-
sisted of a sawmill, log trucks, skidders
and all the necessary equipment to
operate a successful business.  

While running a business, Hopper
was elected to the Board of Education
for the Strongs School where he spent
two years.  He was then elected to the
Brimley Area Schools Board of
Education where he spent the next 19
years, four of those years as its presi-
dent.   While serving on the board,
Hopper was awarded the Michigan
Association of School Boards
Distinguished Service Award. 

While working at the lumber com-
pany and serving on the Board of
Education, Hopper was a volunteer

EMT for the Chippewa/Hulbert
Ambulance Corps.  He volunteered in
this capacity for several years and
served on several committees.

Hopper had the ability politically to
work with boards, so he made a career
serving on several different boards.  He
was elected to the Chippewa County
Board of Commissioners, where he
stayed for 20 straight years; he also
served as the vice-chair of that board.
He served on the Michigan Association
of Counties for eight years, where he
served as president.  He also was on the
National Association of Counties
Board, where he was the second-vice-
president.

After closing the lumber company,
Hopper went to work for the Bunny
Bread Company, where he spent the
next 10 years and then retired for the
final time.  Hopper is a member of the
Masons and the Community Bible
Church of Strongs.

As I reflect over the past year, I
must acknowledge the fine students,
staff, parents, and community mem-
bers, who together account for the suc-
cessful year we have enjoyed.

During the 2012-2013 school year,
we have had many activities, pro-
grams, and successes, which have
enhanced the education of our
youth.   Many positive and exciting
things are happening at your school.  

We look forward to a relaxing and
renewing summer vacation, in antici-
pation of continued success in the
fall.   Enjoy the summer vacation!
Remember, it’s your school.  Come
and visit, anytime.

BRIMLEY — Since 1984, Ralph
Wilcox has been involved with the
Great Lakes Fishery Commission –
serving as Michigan’s Lake Superior
commercial fisherman advisor. 

The commission, which is made up
of commissioners, advisors and state
and federal agency officials from the
U.S. and Canada, looks to develop
research programs on the Great Lakes
and recommend measures based on
the studies’ findings. The group’s goal
is to sustain fish within the lakes and
eradicate, as well as minimize, lam-
prey populations. 

The commission is comprised of
four commissioners from each Great
Lake their home state borders – mak-
ing a total of 34. There are eight advi-
sors on the Canadian side.

Each state must have a sports fish-
erman, commercial fisherman, state
agent and person-at-large as their advi-
sors.

This large group meets twice a year
every year, as well as any other time
commissioners decide to call them
together. Typically, these meetings
alternate between major U.S. and
Canadian cities that border one of the
Great Lakes. 

Wilcox recently returned from the
commission’s 58th late-May two-day
meeting held in Montreal. There, the
group covered a variety of topics,
issues and concerns. 

“We discuss environmental issues,
water diversion and aquatic species,”
Wilcox explained. “Sustainable fish-
eries are important. We’ve got to man-
age the fish accordingly and that’s
what we try to do.”

During the two day session, com-
missioners and advisors attend work-
shops and meetings – where informa-
tion is presented about programs, plans
or policies each Great Lake state is
considering implementing. 

“Each agency for each lake tells us
what they want to do,” Wilcox said.
“Advisors have to digest it and ask

questions.”
Wilcox mainly handles commer-

cial fishermen-related questions,
though he gives input on other topics
as well. 

Currently, the commission is look-
ing at what affect power-generating
windmills would have on the Great
Lakes. Environmental studies are in
the process of being conducted —
using data collected from overseas
sites that already use this type of power
— to make sure these structures
wouldn’t affect water temperature or
current, as well as native species and
their habitats. 

They are also looking at modifying
several dams throughout the Great
Lakes region, hoping to alleviate issues
without having to remove the dams.
Dam removal could potentially open
up new waterways for lampreys to
enter. 

Lamprey control is one of the
largest projects that Wilcox is involved
in on the commission. He’s also pas-
sionate about the planting of lake trout

and the invasion of exotic species with-
in the lakes. 

“Those are the two issues I’m most
interested in,” he said. “Exotic species
are brought in by ballast water and
they’re changing the ecosystem.
They’re not native to here and they’ve
really taken over.”

Two examples of these exotic
species would be zebra mussels and
Asian carp. 

“We’ve been trying to figure out
what to do with Asian carp for the last
15 years,” Wilcox said. “We’re still
winning that battle, but it will be hard to
get rid of them when they do get in the
Great Lakes.”

The commission didn’t always
function this way, though. This back-
and-forth dialogue between commis-
sioners and advisors was practically
non-existent when Wilcox joined the
commission almost three decades ago. 

“When I first started —for the first
several years — advisors were there,
but they didn’t talk,” Wilcox explained.
“They sat in a corner. The agencies had

them scared to say anything. The advi-
sors didn’t know they had any power.

“I’m not scared to ask questions and
I’ll say when I really don’t like some-
thing. Now the commissioners talk
directly to us. Commissioners ask advi-
sors questions. The advisors are totally
involved now.”

In fact, advisors help pass resolu-
tions that need to be adopted before the
commission is able to do much of any-
thing. On many occasions, Wilcox and
other advisors have had direct input
through emails, phone calls or face-to-
face conversations with commission-
ers.

Though it’s a lot of work — reading
research materials — and travel,
Wilcox enjoys being a part of a group
that’s making a positive difference. 

“I like it because I have direct input
in how the fisheries, water and environ-
ment in the Great Lakes is being han-
dled now,” he said. “We’re trying to
keep the lakes pristine and unpolluted.
(The commission) has really helped
lots.”
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BAY MILLS — On May 15,Ojibwe Charter School held theirawards banquet and feast.Following is a list of award win-ners from each grade for aca-demic excellence, citizenshipand special recognition.Kindergarten: KadonKuzmik, Anjeni Watson and JayTadgerson. First grade: AlyssaYiirs, Eliijah Tadgerson andRhianna Robbins. Second grade:Autumn Kuzmik, Raven Shadow,Paris Bedell and  Aiyana Giddis.Third/fourth grade: Billy Parish,Colbie Morse, Josiah Thompsonand Kaedence Chaplin. Fifthgrade: Savannah Jahnke, ColinKieliszewski, Lyddia Cameron,Gaige McMillan and BrecklinWilliams. Sixth grade: JohnathonClor and River Song Warner.Seventh grade: Carly Belleau,Lily Parish and Paul Tadgerson.Eighth grade: Marcus Carrick,Brendon Carrick, Summer Bjork,and Sky Carrick. Ninth grade:Catalina Heyrman  and River

Hascall. 10th grade: NickSnowberger. 11th grade: ScottFischer and Jacob Bergstrom.12th grade: Shawntaeya Lyonand Dale Teeple.Technology awards werealso handed out. Raven Shadow,second grade, and NathanielSnowberger, sixth grade, wonfor excellence in technology.Alyssa Yiirs, first grade, ColbieMorse, third grade, andSavannah Jahnke. fifth grade,won good citizenship awards. Athletic awards were alsogiven. Physical educationawards were given to the topstudent in each grade:Kindergarten, Joy Tadgerson;first grade, Eliijah Tadgerson;second grade, Autumn Kuzmik;third grade, Billy Parish; fourthgrade, Oren Harmon; fifth grade,Kayla Paris; and, sixth grade,Nathaniel Snowberger. In girls varsity basketball,Shauna Mason won AllConference and Most ValuablePlayer; Most Defensive was LilyParish; Most Improved were Sky

Carrick and Malorie Parish; and,Coaches’ Choice was ShawtaeyaLyon.In boys varsity basketball:Most Valuable was JacobBergstrom, Most Defensive wasBrendon Carrick, MostImproved was LawrenceLeBlanc, and Coaches’ Choicewere Trevor Bowen and ScottFischer.In volleyball, MostImproved was CatalinaHeyrman; Coaches Award wentto Lily Parish; and SeniorLeadership Awards to ClarissaHett, Shauna Mason andDestiney Teeple.Principal’s Awards went toBilly Parish, grades K to three;Savannah Jahnke, grades four tosix; Carly Belleau, grades sevento eight; and, Scott Fischer,grades nine to 12.
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OCS awards students for academics and citizenship

ACCOMPLISHED — Top of
the page, left to right, members of
the volleyball team share the lime-
light: Lily Parish, Malorie Parish,
Debbie Teeple, Clarissa Hett and
Shawntaeya Lyon. Directly above,
second graders show off the fruits
of their labors at the OCS Awards
banquet on May 15. Left to right:
Paris Bedell, Aiyana Giddis, Raven
Shadow and Autumn Kuzmik. To
the right, seventh graders Lily
Parish and Paul Tadgerson, L-R,
also won awards for citizenship
and special recognition, respec-
tively. 

By Sharlene Myers
Bay Mills News



CLEVELAND — The Coast
Guard rescued one man out of the
water recently in the Straits of
Mackinac.

The name and hometown of the
individual are not being released. 
At about 6 a.m. on May 29, the
communications watchstander at
Coast Guard Station St. Ignace,
Mich., was contacted by the
Mackinac County Central
Dispatch reporting that a man had
been seen jumping from the lower
section on the east side of the
Mackinac Bridge.

A Station St. Ignace boatcrew
was dispatched aboard a 25-foot
Response Boat-Small. In addi-
tion, a helicopter was requested
from Coast Guard Air Station
Traverse City, Mich., but it was
delayed due to weather that
included poor visibility in the
Straits area.

The rescue boatcrew arrived
on scene and deployed a life ring
with a strobe to determine set and
drift. The RB-S crew was able to
locate and rescue the man, who

was floating on his back and was
conscious about one mile from
the bridge. The RB-S crew stabi-
lized him on a backboard, and he
confirmed he was the one who
jumped from the bridge.

The man was taken to
Mackinaw City where he was
transferred from the RB-S to an
awaiting emergency medical
services crew, who further trans-
ported him to Mackinac Straits
Medical Center via ambulance.

There is no further information
regarding the health of the
jumper.

The bridge span’s estimated

height is approximately 75 feet
above the water.

“Accurate and timely informa-
tion provided by 911 dispatch
allowed quick location of the
individual in spite of heavy fog
conditions,” said Lt. Rich
Sansone, search-and-rescue mis-
sion coordinator at Coast Guard
Sector Sault Ste. Marie.  

“Precise location data
enhances search-and-rescue plan-
ning, decreases Coast Guard
response time, and ultimately
translates to significantly
increased odds of survival for any
victim or person in distress.”
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end cabinetry, tile flooring, granite counter
tops and stainless steel appliances.
Hardwood floors throughout, sunken living
room with fireplace, sun room, master bed-
room with fireplace. Conveniently located
within easy walking distance to downtown

attractions, one block from LSSU. Call
MAXX and schedule your showing today.

MAXINE ANDERSON, REALTOR®
Business (906) 632-9696
Cell  (906)-440-3598
Fax (906)635-7650
E-mail maxine@smith-company.com
www.smith-company.com
3291 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Maxx Anderson
Your Realtor By Choice

... Not By Chance

Coast Guard rescues Straits jumper

HISTORY DAY WINNERS — As fourth graders at Brimley Area Schools, Korinn and Kalista
Perron participated in Michigan History Day Turning Points in History – People Ideas Events along
with all fifth through 12th grades.  Their presentation was on the Treaty of 1820 and Chief of the Lake
Superior Ojibwe Shingabawossin’s involvement in it.  They placed third at Brimley Schools.  

From there they went on to Regional competition at Lake Superior State University to compete
against all the top three winners from all the schools in the district.  There they won first place and a
chance to go on to state competition.

On April 27, they went to Saginaw Valley State University to compete against all the best from
across the state.  As part of the competition, they not only displayed their project but also had to
answer questions from the judges.  They explained to them how Shingabawossin was their grandfather,
reciting the line of ancestors back nine generations starting with themselves.  

There they won a Special Award for Best Entry in the Use of Family History, sponsored by the
Michigan Genealogical Council, and also third place overall in the state in the Youth Division.

SAULT STE. MARIE – Ronald L.
Meister, president and chief executive
officer of Central Savings Bank, is proud
to announce that Lake Superior State
University business student Sam Gilbert
is the 2013 Central Savings Bank
Scholarship recipient.

Gilbert is from Sault Ste. Marie, Mich.,
and in his senior year majoring in finance
and economics.

"Sam has a bright future ahead of him,
we are proud to be able to support a local
student in his pursuit of higher educa-
tion," said Central Savings Bank
President and CEO Ronald Meister, who
joined CSB in 1973 after his graduation
from LSSU with a bachelor’s degree in
business administration/accounting.
Meister was awarded the first LSSU
Outstanding Business Alumnus award in
2001.

Central Savings Bank has been award-
ing the scholarship, valued at up to full
tuition, since 1990. More than 30 students
from Michigan and the Algoma region of
Ontario have benefited from CSB's vision
of training tomorrow's business profes-
sionals.

Candidates for the scholarship must
possess a 3.0 grade point average after
two or more semesters of study with pref-
erence given to students majoring in
finance and economics, or accounting
with a minor in finance. Preference is also
given to graduates of a Michigan Eastern
Upper Peninsula or Algoma District of
Ontario high school with an interest in
seeking full-time employment in the field
of banking or finance in the Eastern Upper
Peninsula. The program's goal is to pro-
vide talented local students an opportuni-
ty to work and stay within the community.

CSB awards annual scholarship

CSB SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT – Central Savings Bank CEO and Lake Superior
State University alumnus Ron Meister congratulates 2013 Central Savings Bank
Scholarship recipient Sam Gilbert, left. Looking on from the right are two LSSU alum-
ni — CSB Executive Vice President Mark Savoie and Erin Albrecht, CSB's senior credit
analyst and consumer loan representative. Both are past CSB Scholarship recipients. On
the left is LSSU business professor, Madan Saluja, who serves as a member of the CSB
Scholarship selection committee. (CSB/James Parker)

Don’t forget!
Bay Mills Annual ‘Honoring Our Veterans’
Pow Wow will be held June 28- 30 at the

Bay Mills Ball Diamond
Enjoy an afternoon of music, dancing and traditional

native food and crafts



By MICHAEL GERSTEIN
Capital News Service

LANSING — It started slow-
ly, when the Traverse City
Regional Psychiatric Hospital
shut its doors in the mid-1980s.
Then in the 1990s, 10 more fold-
ed in rapid succession. And like
the last teetering blocks in a long
line of dominoes, Northville
Regional Psychiatric Hospital
fell in 2003 and the Mt. Pleasant
Center in 2009.
Now, the state continues to

grapple with lasting effects of
those closures. Officials and psy-
chiatric professionals say prisons
and jails have become the new
home for the many seriously psy-
chologically troubled, and at a
high price for both inmates and
taxpayers.
The projected 2013 cost for

Corrections Department psy-
chotropic drugs is $3,431,500.
In a matter of 12 years, the

state went from running 17 men-
tal institutions to just five. Most
closed during Gov. John Engler’s
administration. Many of those

former patients ended up in
prison, experts say.
Professionals say psychiatric

wards are overflowing with
“forensic cases,” or severely
mentally ill patients with crimi-
nal records.
Only one forensic-specific

institution exists — the Ann
Arbor-based Center for Forensic
Psychology — which has 210
beds, a number experts say is far
too low.
Forensic cases flood the four

state hospitals left, leaving inad-
equate space for others who need
treatment but don’t have a crimi-
nal record, said Mark Reinstein,
president of the Mental Health
Association in Michigan, based
in Southfield.
Some experts say prisons and

jails became the only place left
for many of the severely mental-
ly ill.
“We’ve just traded hospitals

for prisons,” Reinstein said.
“The Wayne County Jail is, in
effect, the largest psychiatric
institution in Michigan.”
Wayne County has the largest

jail in the state, with 2,600 peo-
ple.
“The only shot they really

have for getting the most inten-
sive psychiatric care available is
to stay at a community or private
psychiatric hospital where
Medicaid will pay for it,”
Reinstein said.
That’s not an option for many

who can’t afford private insur-
ance, or whose private insurance
doesn’t cover mental health or
for those ineligible for Medicaid.
And Reinstein said prisoners

with less-severe symptoms might
receive treatment before those
with more aggravated illnesses.
A 2010 University of

Michigan study claimed nearly
two-thirds of severely mentally
ill prisoners hadn’t received
treatment within the past year the
study was conducted. That esti-
mate didn’t account for those
with substance abuse problems,
which would raise the figure, he
said.
The U-M study claimed more

than 20 percent of the prison
population is severely mentally
ill, meaning diagnoses like
schizophrenia or bipolar disor-
der.
But that number is disputed

by the Corrections Department,
which lists the number of prison-
ers undergoing treatment at 5.9
percent. That’s a difference of
nearly 7,000 prisoners.
Still, Daniel Heyns, the

Corrections director, said many
former state psychiatric patients
ended up in prison “by default”
after state-run hospitals closed.
The reason is simple, said

Terry Jungel, executive director

of the Michigan Sheriffs’
Association. “Those hospitals
were strictly closed for econom-
ic reasons — to save money.”
In 2013, $278,492 was appro-

priated for state-run psychiatric
and forensic institutions, from a
total Community Health
Department budget of more than
$15 million. More than $2 bil-
lion is spent on Corrections.
As of April 2013, 781 patients

were in state psychiatric and
forensic centers. Community
Health says those facilities are
close to capacity.
Many people spill into county

jails, too, where Jungel estimates
30 to 40 percent of inmates have
severe psychological illnesses.
Psychotropic drugs are “the

most significant expense in any
jail medical budget,” Jungel
said.
Angela Minicuci, public

information officer for
Community Health, acknowl-
edges a “service gap” issue,
meaning some don’t receive
needed treatment.
“What we’ve done is we’ve

shifted care,” Minicuci said. “In
that process, there are people in
our corrective systems.
“We recognize that’s an issue.”
She declined to comment on

whether inmates with psychologi-
cal illnesses receive proper treat-
ment, another accusation in dis-
pute between the corrections
department and some psychiatric
professionals.
“Michigan is known for being

a leader for shifting from state-
based care to community-based
care,” Minicuci added. “It defi-
nitely has gaps in service that we

need to address. But the shift is a
very good one.”
The five remaining state-oper-

ated hospitals are the Caro
Center; Kalamazoo Psychiatric
Hospital; Walter Reuther
Psychiatric Hospital in Westland;
Hawthorn Center in Northville;
and the Center for Forensic
Psychology.
Ingham County is no excep-

tion to the trend. Sherriff’s Capt.
Tom Wheeler said many people
with mental illnesses end up in
the 601-person jail.
Capt. Tim Schuler from the St.

Joseph County Sherriff’s
Department said its small 165-
bed facility doesn’t handle many
psychologically troubled individ-
uals, but he recounted one
instance.
“Couldn’t tell you what year it

was,” Schuler said. “We’ve
known him from prior issues —
he had some major mental illness.
He was a handful.
“He had busted off the top

shield of the drinking fountain
and slit himself pretty good.”
After that, Schuler said he and

his co-workers put the inmate in a
restraining chair. “But of course
you can only keep him in there
for two hours.”
Schuler said the man was

eventually released from the
restraint chair after promising to
calm down, but proceeded to rip a
camera from a ceiling and was
then restrained again.
“They’re off their medication

and that just sends them clear off
into space,” Schuler said.
The man was eventually

released and sent to a psychiatric
facility in Kalamazoo.
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Sizzling Summer Savings!Sizzling Summer Savings!
With Great Deals on Tires

All Major Tire Brands

TRAVERSE CITY (AP) — An organization that
believes it has discovered the wreckage of the oldest
known shipwreck in the Great Lakes has received a
state permit to conduct a test excavation at the site in
northern Lake Michigan, officials said recently.
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources

and the state archaeologist’s office approved a plan by
Great Lakes Exploration Group, which hopes to iden-
tify the vessel as the “Griffin,” also known by the
French equivalent,”Le Griffon.” Legendary explorer
Rene-Robert Sieur de La Salle built and commanded
the ship on behalf of King Louis XIV.
During its maiden voyage in September 1679, the

Griffin departed from the area near present-day Green
Bay, Wis. Carrying a crew of six and a cargo of furs,
the ship was never seen again.
Steve Libert, founder of the private exploration

group, said he was excited to get the permit after years
of legal wrangling with the state of Michigan, which
claims ownership of shipwrecks on Great Lakes bot-
tomlands under its jurisdiction.
“We look forward to working together in this pub-

lic-private cooperative relationship to uncover an
important part of the United States, France and
Canadian history,” he said.
The Griffin was the first full-sized ship to sail on

the Great Lakes and its fate is one of the Great Lakes’
most enduring mysteries. Among many theories are
that the vessel sank in a storm, was scuttled by a muti-
nous crew, or was captured and burned by Native
Americans.
Libert, 59, has been studying and searching for the

Griffin for nearly three decades, calling it “the Holy
Grail” of Great Lakes shipwrecks. He hasn’t disclosed
the exact location he is targeting but said it’s near a
group of islands near the Wisconsin line.
While diving in the area in 2001, he came across a

length of timber protruding from the lake bottom. He

said it could be the bowsprit or another part of the ves-
sel, most of which is buried in sand and mud.
He has assembled a team of archaeologists ,some

from France, and scientific divers who plan to conduct
their most thorough examination this month. The state
permit allows them to dig two test pits on the lake bot-
tom and search for evidence that a shipwreck is there
and that it’s the Griffin, said Sandra Clark, director of
the Michigan Historical Center, part of the DNR.
Among the things the researchers will look for is a

cannon with Louis XIV’s insignia, Libert said. A sonar
examination in 2006 detected numerous artifacts on
the bottom and embedded in sediments, said Ken
Vrana, Great Lakes Exploration Group’s project man-
ager.
The organization reached an agreement with the

state and the French government in 2010 to cooperate
in an effort to identify the wreck. If it is indeed the
Griffin, they will reopen negotiations about how to
deal with it, including whether it could be salvaged and
publicly displayed.
“We’re all comfortable with what they’re planning

to do in the next few weeks,” Clark said. “This seems
like a reasonable way for us to see if there is really
anything there, which we are all very interested in
knowing.”

Team to excavate the ‘Griffin,’
shipwrecked in Lake Michigan

SKINNERS
4142 Pleasant Avenue, Pickford 

Hours: M-F 8 to 5
Sat 8 to 1, Closed Sundays

Call Today!   906-647-5655

• New Engine
& Transmission
in this newest 
gas-powered

UTV

• Air Cooled

• Single
Cylinder, 404cc
gas engine

• Fits in the
bed of a full
size, long-bed

pickup

Kubota RTV400Ci

0% Financing Available to Qualified Buyers

Jails and prisons struggling with mentally ill inmates



LANSING – Governor Rick
Snyder and Attorney General Bill
Schuette, joined by Wayne County
Prosecutor Kym Worthy,recently
announced a $4 million plan to
DNA test thousands of unprocessed
rape kits from crimes committed in
the City of Detroit.  The goal of the
plan is to remove rapists and other
violent criminals from
Southeastern Michigan streets, pro-
tecting the region from serial crim-
inals, as well as beginning the
process of securing justice for
women who were the victims of
horrific crimes. 
Snyder, Schuette and Worthy

were joined at the announcement
by: Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue,
Director of the Michigan State
Police; and Debi Cain, Executive
Director of Michigan Domestic and
Sexual Violence Prevention and
Treatment Board. 
“It is so important to understand

the significance of today’s
announcement for public safety,”
said Prosecutor Worthy.  
“Thousands of victims have

been waiting too long for the jus-
tice they deserve,” Snyder said.
“This initiative will start us on the
path to find justice for these vic-
tims. It also will help us improve
public safety in Michigan by catch-
ing and locking up more of these
vicious criminals.  This initiative is
a prime example of how state and
local agencies can work together to
find innovative ways to fight crime.
I congratulate Attorney General
Schuette, Prosecutor Worthy, and
the Michigan State Police for
developing this cooperative
approach that will help improve
public safety in our state.”  
“The discovery that evidence in

thousands of violent crimes against
women was ignored for years is an
absolute travesty of justice and left
Southeastern Michigan vulnerable
to future violence that could have
been avoided,” said Schuette.
“Every woman who was a victim of
sexual violence deserves a full and
complete investigation, and these
funds will begin the road to justice
for those who have already waited
too long,” Schuette continued.  
“The first responsibility of gov-

ernment is safety.  Here, the scope
of failure by government to meet its
responsibility is almost impossible
to comprehend — it is outrageous.
But for the women who were vic-
tims of these crimes, we are here to
start the process of finding justice,
and hopefully, some level of clo-
sure.”   
To fund the rape kit testing,

Snyder included a $4 million
appropriation for the State
Forensics Laboratory Fund in his
proposed supplemental budget cur-
rently under review by the legisla-
ture.  The appropriation is funded
by settlement monies successfully
recovered by Schuette from state
and national litigation. 
In 2009, approximately 11,300

untested rape kits dating back 25
years were discovered in a Detroit
Police Department property storage
facility.  Each rape kit has the
potential to solve multiple crimes,
including those committed by seri-
al rapists.   Since the closure of the
Detroit Police Department Crime
Laboratory in September of 2009,
the Michigan State Police has been

providing forensic science services
to the city of Detroit and the Wayne
County Prosecutor’s Office. The
MSP’s Forensic Science Division
has been instrumental in the labora-
tory analysis of sexual assault kits
and will continue to work with the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office
and the Detroit Police Department
on efforts to test the remaining sex-
ual assault kits.
Although media reports suggest

untested kits have been problemat-
ic in cities around the country,
Detroit and Houston are two juris-
dictions currently working with the
National Institute of Justice to
determine how to approach the
testing of previously untested kits
to determine the best criminal jus-
tice outcome.  
Prosecutor Worthy has worked

with a unique collaborative team of
law enforcement officials, prosecu-
tors, researchers and victim advo-
cates to work toward testing every
kit.  With a grant from the federal
government’s Office on Violence
Against Women to the Michigan
Domestic and Sexual Violence
Prevention and Treatment Board,
Worthy joined the Michigan State
Police, the Michigan Domestic and
Sexual Violence Prevention and
Treatment Board, Prosecuting
Attorneys Association of
Michigan, and Michigan State
University to create “Project 400”,
an effort to test 400 randomly
selected kits in order to determine
the nature of the evidence and what
kinds of cases are connected to the
evidence.  Since the completion of
Project 400, an additional 1,600
kits have been submitted for test-
ing.  To date, 569 have made it
through the lengthy testing process.   
Worthy continued, “My office

has been hard at work with these
11,303 rape kits for four years.
Testing is very expensive, and
already approximately $1.5 million
in federal grant funds have been
secured from the National Institute
of Justice and over $50,000 in pri-
vate donations have been allocated
for this purpose. 
To date, 569 kits have been test-

ed with those funds. Of those test-
ed, we found 136 CODIS (DNA)
‘hits’ in 11 states and the District of
Columbia, and 32 serial rapists
have been identified.  With the
money that will be provided today
for further testing, thousands more
kits can be tested.  The Wayne
County Prosecutor’s Office is com-
mitted to prosecuting every single
case that can be prosecuted as a
result of these hits.”
Of the kits that have been tested,

32 of the DNA profiles tested are
serial rapists, and some have been
identified by name.  In other cases,
DNA testing results connected
multiple rapes to a single perpetra-
tor, and this evidence will help law
enforcement further investigate to
determine the identity of the rapist
and remove them from the streets.
Already law enforcement investi-
gators have connected DNA pro-
files to crimes committed in 11
other states and the District of
Columbia
To date, Worthy has launched

five prosecutions as a result of the
testing:  
Antonio Jackson - A 14-year-old

kit containing DNA evidence

linked Antonio Jackson, 38, to the
1997 home invasion and rape of a
woman at gunpoint. Jackson broke
into the victim’s home at 3:50 a.m.
on Feb. 17, 1997, held her at gun-
point and raped her while her chil-
dren slept in the same bed. Jackson
was found Guilty by jury on one
count of Home Invasion — 1st
Degree and one count of Criminal
Sexual Conduct — 1st Degree.
Jackson is currently serving a sen-
tence of 30 to 50 years in prison.  
Eric Taliaferro — A 13-year-old

kit containing DNA evidence
linked Eric Taliaferro, 39, to the
1998 home invasion and rape of a
mother.  Taliaferro raped the victim
with her baby on the bed next to
her.  After the assault, Taliaferro
then stole money from the baby’s
piggy bank. Taliaferro pled no con-
test to two counts of Criminal
Sexual Conduct — 1st Degree, and
is currently serving a sentence of
15 to 30 years in prison.  
Three additional rape cases

involving two defendants, Jerrod
Allen and Billy Bingham, remain
pending in Wayne County.
“Despite the fact that national

crime statistics have long indicated
that sexual assault is one of the
most unreported violent crimes, in
Michigan, we want sexual assault
victims to know that a compassion-
ate and victim-centered criminal
justice response is a priority,” said
Cain.  
“The collaborative dedication

and leadership of Governor Snyder
and General Schuette, and the
unwavering commitment of
Prosecutor Worthy, sends an impor-
tant message to sexual assault vic-
tims across Michigan.”
The State intends to work with

established private laboratories to
secure the most competitive rates
to test as many kits as possible in a
timely fashion.  Worthy remains
committed to prosecuting any
potential suspects that result from
the testing.  
In 2011, the National Institute of

Justice published a report on the
challenge of untested rape kits
nationwide, called “The Road
Ahead: Unanalyzed Evidence in
Sexual Assault Cases,” available
online at https://ncjrs.gov/pdf-
files1/nij/233279.pdf. 
Michigan victims of sexual vio-

lence are encouraged to call the
national sexual assault hotline toll-
free, 1-800-656-HOPE.  All calls
are confidential, and will be
answered by a local counseling
center affiliated with the Rape,
Abuse & Incest National Network.
Assistance is also available online
at www.rainn.org.
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BAY MILLS HEALTH CENTER
12124 WEST LAKESHORE DRIVE

BRIMLEY, MI 49715

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

AFTER HOURS ACCESS  -- 906-203-4074
•Weeknights, weekends & holidays
• Speak with BMHC nursing staff

•Service available to BMHC patients

Call for
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Phone lines open at 8 a.m.

To make an appointment, or to cancel, please call:
Medical Clinic: 906-248-5527
Dental Clinic: 906-248-5578
Pharmacy: 906-248-2031

Behavioral Health: 906-248-3204

MEDICAL & DENTAL OPERATING HOURS
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. M-F, except
Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
LAB & X-RAY SERVICES

PHARMACY OPEN 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F

Most Insurances AreAccepted
Sliding Fee Available If Qualified

The Bay Mills Child Development
Center is currently accepting

applications for the 2013-2014
school year.

For more information, please call 
Andrea Shaw or Christel LeBlanc at 248-5820.

Services include the Creative Curriculum, free Head Start from 8 - 2
p.m., daycare services from 2 - 5 p.m., and  monthly parent training.
Head Start and Early Head Start can work in coordination with the
Intermediate School District to provide services for children with
physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities.

Give Your Child a Good Start ...
with Head Start!

12061 W. Lakeshore Drive          Brimley MI              906-248-8180 
Open Mon-Fri: 7 am to 5 pm.   Sat: 8 am to 4 pm.    Closed Sunday

Huge backlog of sexual assault 
evidence to be tested in labs
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SUGAR ISLAND: On 192’ of sandy
beachfront, the nicest beach I have on
the market. Watch the freighters pass by,
swim, boat, fish or just put your toes in
the water — life will be good. The 3BR
home has great views, cozy cast-iron
stove, new roof, ready for your family.
There is a 2-car garage to keep your toys
in that also has a brand new roof.
Located on a private road, keeping pass-
by traffic to a minimum.
$130,000 

BAY MILLS — Recently hired as assistant to the
education director, Shannon Belk finds it a bittersweet
experience to walk the halls of Bay Mills Community
College. Memories of her late mother, Veronica
“Roni” VanSloten shadow her steps. 
VanSloten, who died in 2007, was one of the

founding members of the college and spent over 25
years helping to educate local youth. “It’s nostalgic to
be here,” said Belk, “to be in the halls where she once
walked and see her photos at all the graduations she
attended. I feel near to her here and part of what she
envisioned.”
Belk was born and raised in Bay Mills, the daugh-

ter of Veronica Kinney and L. John Lufkins. She grad-
uated from Brimley High school, and then earned a
bachelor’s degree in sociology and a master’s degree
in human resources administration, both from Central
Michigan University.
Following graduation, she worked downstate for

Sault Tribe in their Greektown enterprise, in human
resources recruiting. She married Ken Belk and after
having their daughter, Veronica, the couple decided
they would prefer to raise their child in Bay Mills,
rather than in a big city environment. 
Four years ago, the couple made their move;

Shannon found employment with Bay Mills Indian
Community in human resources recruiting and Ken
with BMIC Construction as a carpenter. The family
moved into the home of her late great-grandparents,
Jack and Myrtle Kinney.  
In 2012, the couple had a son, Mason. Belk com-

mends the tribal policy that allows her to nurse her 7-

month old child on her lunch hours and in a couple of
other half-hour sessions throughout her workday. This
is something she began doing while at HR and has
continued through her new BMCC position. 
When the BMCC job was posted, Belk saw it as a

chance to help the education program grow. “It was a
big decision,” she explained, “as I loved my job and
the people I worked with. But, I had been part of the
higher education process and felt it was important to
encourage that opportunity for kids around here.”
In her new position at BMCC, Belk helps

Education Director Geraldine Parish with the incen-
tive program to help BMIC members attend school.
She is working on updating the system, transferring
files into an electronic form. She hopes to have the
system in place by the fall so students can send their
information electronically for the 2013-14 school
year.
Belk also teaches an online sociology class at

BMCC — Intercultural and Interpersonal
Relationships — a course intended for managers or
for those in the sociology field of study. 
She is also looking forward to becoming more

involved with the two local schools — Brimley Area
Schools and Ojibwe Charter School. She plans to
attend future Title VII Indian Education Program
Parent Committee meetings at Brimley and become
involved in MEAP analysis sessions.
Students can contact her by calling 906-248-8448

or by emailing to sbelk@bmcc.edu.
Note: Due to an error, this article is being reprint-

ed from the May 2013 issue of Bay Mills News

Belk joins BMCC staff, follows mother’s steps

BRIMLEY — Bay Mills-Brimley Historical
Society is thankful for the contributions made by
Annegret Karoline Hermione Kindling Goering to
the group. 
About 20 years ago, Annegret started the

Eastern Upper Peninsula History Consortium with
the goal of getting like-minded people together to
compare and exchange ideas. With that in mind,
she contacted the local museums of the area; the Consortium now meets
every spring and fall to compare notes. Annegret retired from running the
Consortium in 2012.
Born in Germany in 1928, Annegret finished high school and attended

an arts and bookbinding school for three years, then worked in a book-
bindery for a short time. In 1950, she moved to the U.S. with her family.
Her father worked as an airship engineer for Goodyear Aircraft in Akron,
Ohio.
At a folk dance in Akron, Annegret met her future husband, Gordon.

They married in 1954 and had two children. Her husband was a fifth grade
teacher and a potter. While visiting his family home on Birch Island in Les
Cheneaux, the couple decided to move to Hessel. Gordon taught school
and opened the Northwind Pottery.
Meanwhile Annegret not only started up the Consortium, she started a

Council for the Arts, an Artist of the Week nomination, and a craft area for
the annual Les Cheneaux boat show. She also worked on genealogy proj-
ects, including a local history book that is still for sale. Annegret is quick
to say she had wonderful help with all she did.
She also helped her husband in the pottery shop until his death in the

late 1990s. Scissor cutting is her favorite craftwork but she also enjoys
knitting and crocheting, boating and spending time on the island where she
finds inspiration for her flower designs.
Her contributions to the Historical Society are truly appreciated. Thank

you, Annegret.
On May 27, the Boys & Girls

Club of Brimley held its last session
for the 2012-13 school year. This
year was a blast and our staff would
like to thank all of the club members,
parents and faculty of Brimley Area
Schools for helping to make this past
year one of our best yet. 
One of the events that really

stood out was our World Wide Day
of Play event that we hosted in
October. The day featured great
food, art projects and the single
biggest game of dodge ball we have
ever seen! In all, over 110 members,
parents and volunteers helped make
the occasion a huge success. 
In addition to the special events,

the club held many activities and
programs on a daily or weekly basis,
including Power Hour, Triple Play
Gym, Smart Moves and a wonderful
Arts & Crafts Program that was led

by Vicki Buswa through Bay Mills
Community College and the ANA
program. 
Our Power Hour program, which

is a daily program designed by the
Boys & Girls Club to provide home-
work help to all of our club members,
was a huge success. A big thank you
to Sonja Killips and the Title VII
Indian Education Program and also to
Esther Waters and the Title I Program
at Brimley Schools for all of their
dedication and help throughout the
school year. 
I would like to give a very special

thank you to Program Coordinator
Raelene Menominee for her hard
work and daily dedication as the
Power Hour coordinator. She spent
countless hours working with club
members and often went beyond the
designated time of the program to
help members finish their homework. 

We also partnered with Brimley
Schools to provide extra help and
supervision during their K to 2
lunch program and K to 6 recess
time as well. Our staff had a blast
helping out and we look forward to
doing so again next year. 
I would like to thank our entire

staff for all their hard work and
dedication as well. The Boys &
Girls Club would not be what it is
without such a wonderful group of
people giving so much time and
effort to our members. 
At the risk of leaving anyone

out, our entire staff would like to
thank everyone who played a role
in helping make this past year a
great success and here is to hoping
we can have an even better run next
school year. Thank you! 
Thomas Ranta, Unit Director, 
Boys & Girls Club of Brimley 

Brimley Boys & Girls Club
marked a great year in 2013

Thanks from Historical Society

Photo by
Picture This
Photography



RUDYARD — The Besteman
family runs two businesses that
complement each other perfectly.
Scrap wood from their sawmill
feeds the fire that boils sap into the
pure maple syrup that they bottle
and sell from their home.
Located on Tilson Road, 3.5

miles north of Rudyard and 7.5
miles south of M-28, the sawmill
sits on the west side of the road,
while the home of Dee and Marvin
Besteman — the headquarters of
the maple syrup business — sits to
the east, marked by a giant sign in
the shape of a maple leaf.
Marvin took over the sawmill

from his father, Marvin Sr. in the
mid-1960s. He had started the busi-
ness in the ‘40s, buying up logs
from the clearing of land to build
Kincheloe Air Force Base. As the
only son in the family, with three
sisters, Marvin Jr. not only took
over the sawmill, he grew the
smalltime maple syrup collection
effort into a commercial enterprise
25 years ago. 
While Marvin still keeps his

hand in, his son Mark does the bulk
of the work nowadays, in a three-
generation family business. During
the very busy time between the last
week of March and two weeks into
April when the sap is running, the
other three sons of Dee and Marvin
and their wives pitch in for the tap-
ping, boiling and bottling.
They collect sap from about

10,000 sugar maple trees located
on land they rent from seven dif-
ferent neighbors. Although buckets
were used in the past, it is all done
the modern way now with miles of
tubing. After collecting the sap in
large vats, Mark transports it to the
shed behind the mill where the
intricate boiling process takes
place to create maple syrup. 
Nothing is wasted. Wood scraps

are burned
in the fur-

nace that heats the syrup and saw-
dust is sold for bedding for small
animals. If a mistake is made in
creating a maple syrup product, it
is reheated and refashioned into
another product. 
The family collects between

70,000 to 90,000 gallons of raw
sap a year, which averages into
1,500 gallons of pure maple syrup.
From the syrup, they make candy,
cream and granulated sugar as well
as cotton candy and glazed nuts.
The syrup is sold in glass and plas-
tic as well as in specialty contain-
ers, and in many sizes. 
At the sawmill, Mark is current-

ly working on an order for oak
flooring. The mill also produces
rough sawing of 1- and 2-inch lum-
ber from pine and cedar as well as
many other varieties of wood.
Tongue and groove paneling, trim,
siding, custom cut beams and cus-
tom cut sawing is also available. In
his “spare time,” Mark makes pic-
nic tables and custom log furniture,
also for sale.
Since Marvin took over the
sawmill from his father, the nature
of the business has evolved from
rough lumber production to the dry

kilning and more finished goods of
today. In the past, the sawmill
made fish boxes and “sold thou-
sands of them from Paradise to
Mackinac City,” said Marvin.
Those wooden boxes have since
been replaced with waxed card-
board ones, changing the sawmill
business forever. 
But one thing has not changed

in this family-run business. It is
still a local enterprise that supports
the local area. All their logs are
purchased from local loggers
throughout the Tri-County area.
Dee attends many county craft
fairs with her variety of maple
syrup products and they are sold at
several small local shops. They
also offer tours to those interested
in the maple syrup production
process.
Both businesses operate year

round. The sawmill is open
Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to
noon. Dee invites those looking for
maple syrup products to stop by
their home anytime, as they are
almost always there …  except
Sunday, when both businesses are
closed. Call 906-478-5412, or for
the sawmill only, call Mark at 906-
322-8025.
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Serving a Full Menu including: 
Walleye, Perch, Whitefish,

Frog Legs and Steaks
Homemade Soup & Salad Bar

Homemade Desserts
*Gluten Free Options Available

Go Where the Locals Go!

906-297-5701
FREE OVERNIGHT CAMPING   

906-322-4253

SOO
CORNER

STORE

You Are

Invited

To Shop

At:

The Most Complete Liquor Store In The Area!
* OVER 200 DIFFERENT BEERS IN STOCK
* OVER 800 DIFFERENT WINES IN STOCK

* THE LARGEST PACKAGE LIQUOR SELECTION
AVAILABLE LOCALLY

WE GLADLY ACCEPT SPECIAL ORDERS!
SUNDAY MORNING SALES AVAILABLE!

Our promise is to treat you the way a customer should be treated. When you shop Soo
Corner Store, you will be greeted with a smile, a friendly hello, and the knowledge that your
business is truly appreciated.

204 E. PORTAGE STREET                                         SAULT, MI                                               906-632-7672

906-478-7451       7538 W-48, Rudyard MI 49780

Enjoy the comfort
of a Northern

Michigan woolen
blanket from 

Lake Superior
Woolen Company
www.lswoolen.com

BESTEMAN
MAPLE SYRUP

15689 S. Tilson Road, Rudyard  MI   49780
906-478-5412                      Closed Sundays

Maple Syrup     Maple Candy
Maple Cream    Granulated Sugar 

Glazed Nuts    Cotton Candy 

FULL MENU- FAMILY DINING
TAKE-OUT & CATERING

Open 6 a.m. , 7 days a week
Soup & Salad Bar

Friday & Saturday Dinner Buffets
Lunch Buffets on Weekdays

Breakfast Buffet on Weekends
Breakfast served all day

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner specials
Great Dessert Menu

Home cooking at a great price!!!

123 W. Portage Ave.
906-632-7487

www.franksplace-saultmi.com
ONE BLOCK FROM 

THE LOCKS!

Family Dining Maple syrup, sawmill businesses
make the perfect combination
By Sharlene Myers

Bay Mills News Mark and Marvin Besteman

By MSU Extension - Chippewa County
Its 3 p.m. and you’re starting to feel a little hungry. Do you suffer through until you get out of work and hit

the closest drive-thru? Michigan State University Extension recommends a healthy snack to ease your hunger
and provide you with the nutrients that your body needs. Snacks should be eaten between meals. Some people
prefer to have several small meals throughout the day, but others lean toward the traditional three square meals
per day. A daily diet with healthy food and snack choices should provide you with energy to get you through
the day.
A healthy meal consists of three of the five food groups. Use MyPlate (http://www.choosemyplate.gov/) to

guide your selections from the dairy, protein, grain, vegetable and fruit groups. A healthy snack should include
choices from at least two of the five food groups. Be sure your daily meal and snack choices include a variety
of food groups for maximum vitamin and nutrient intake.  ChooseMyPlate.gov provides a chart for snack ideas
from each food group.
Snack ideas from each food group:
Grains
Dry cereal, whole grain crackers, mini rice cakes, sliced bread, mini bagels, graham crackers, whole wheat

tortillas
Vegetables
Veggie “matchsticks” (thin sticks) made from fresh carrots* or zucchini,* bell pepper rings, cherry toma-

toes*, steamed broccoli, green beans, sugar peas, avocadoes
Fruits
Apple slices*, tangerine sections, strawberry halves, bananas, pineapple, kiwi, peach, mango, nectarine,

melon, grapes*, berries, dried apricots*
Dairy
Low-fat cheese slices or string cheese, mini yogurt cups, fat-free or low-fat milk, low-fat cottage cheese
Protein Foods
Egg slices or wedges, peanut butter*, bean dip, hummus, slices of lean turkey* or chicken*, shelled pump-

kin seeds
*If not prepared correctly, these foods could be choking hazards, especially for young children or the elder-

ly.
ChooseMyPlate.gov provides 10 MyPlate snack tips for parents. These snack tips are not just good for children

but also adults. Pre-plan and select your between meal snacks to avoid eating processed, convenient foods from
vending machines. For example, grab a piece of fruit with some nuts for a morning snack and have fresh, sliced
veggies with some hummus for an afternoon nibble. Snacks will provide you with energy to keep your mind sharp
and your stomach satisfied between meals.
Plan to enjoy a glass of water with your snack. Water will help you to feel full and also keep your body hydrat-

ed throughout the day. A sugary soda may give you a boost for a while, but the sugar and caffeine will not stay with
you like a glass of water and a healthy snack.
Next time you’re feeling sluggish between meals, consider grabbing a healthy snack. Choose foods from two

food groups to keep your tummy satisfied and provide your body with the nutrients it needs to stay energized.

Snacks are an important part of  healthy eating
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STUFF’S
GIFT SHOP
Downtown Brimley
906-248-5888

WEDDING FLOWERS
*Bridal Bouquets 

*Boutonnieres
*Corsages

*CenterpiecesIT’S SANDAL SEASON!

RONALD D. SOBER
COREY J. SOBER

105 W. Water Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI   49783

Gallagher
Benefit Services, Inc.

906-635-5238

MARGARET A. CRAWFORD
Associate Broker

Bus. (906) 632-1921 / (800) 554-0511
Res.  (906)-632-1921 / Mobile 630-2608

Fax (906)635-7650
margaret@smith-company.com

www.smith-company.com
3291 I-75 Business Spur

Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

BRIMLEY AREA
4265 S. BAY MILLS POINT ROAD: 3-bedroom, 2-full-bath home with 1380’
of living space. Large rooms, many updates, all situated on a beautiful, large
yard completely fenced. Attached 20x33’ insulated and heated garage. Give me
a call! $89,900
WATERFRONT. 100-foot treed building site on Lake Superior. Imagine your-
self strolling along the beach, swimming or relaxing on your front porch enjoy-
ing the view of the freighters, Canadian mountains and beautiful sunsets. There
is electric at the road and within half mile of Iroquois Lighthouse, close to Wild
Bluff Golf Course and casino. $108,900
YEAR ROUND COTTAGE. Charming, cozy stone/wood cottage with knotty
pine interior. Access to Lake Superior by means of stairs and a deck to enjoy
breathtaking sunsets or strolls along the beach of Lake Superior. Property also
has access to Monocle Lake for swimming, boating and fishing. 200-feet of
road frontage with property extending up the hill to Lakeview Road. Close to
Iroquois Lighthouse, golf course and casino. Priced to sell. $89,900
CABIN IN THE WOODS. What a getaway — one room cabin situated on
220x140-foot treed lot. Completely furnished with access to Monocle and
Spectacle lakes. Federal land within quarter mile for hiking, dirt biking or
snowmobiling. Price is only $19,900

CALL MARGARET AT
906-630-2608

FOR YOUR PRIVATE SHOWING

Roger Parish
Roger W. Parish of Bay Mills,

Mich., died June 5, 2013 at his
home. He was born Aug. 29, 1940 in
Brimley, Mich.
He was a member of Bay Mills

Indian Community and a veteran of
the U.S. Marine Corps. He loved
carpentry, hunting and fishing and
was a devoted husband and a loving
father, great-grandfather, brother and
uncle.
Roger is survived by his children,

Stan (Heather) Parish, Wayne
(Stacy) Parish, Mechelle (Robert)
Kelly and Donna Beaudry; two
brothers, Clarence Parish and Robert
Parrish Sr.; four sisters, Jackie
(Timothy) Harrington, Pam (Daniel)
Thurston, Ronna Summerville and
Alsina Roy; nine grandchildren,
Echo Parish, Gaige Parish, Maleena
Kelly, George Kelly, Sarah Keway,
Brian Keway, Gregg Keway, Megan
Podoba and Ashlee (Brandon)
Cowperthwaite; six great-grandchil-
dren, Neil Gallaghar, Mashya
Keway, and Brandon, Abby,
Annabelle and Sabrina

Cowperthwaite; and several nieces
and nephews.
He was predeceased by his wife,

Katherine Parish; parents, Clarence
and June Parish; a brother, Calais
Parish; two nephews, Robert Parrish
Jr. and Albert Touchtone; a niece,
Amy Summerville; and great-grand-
daughter, Avalyn Sky Keway. 
Arrangements were made by

Clark Baily Newhouse Funeral
Home and burial was at Mission Hill
Cemetery. Memorial contributions
may be made to his family and con-
dolences may be left at www.clark-
baileynewhouse.com.

Muriel McKiddie
Muriel M. McKiddie, age 94, of

Brimley, Mich. died June 6, 2013 at
War Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste.
Marie, Mich. She was born in
Brimley on Feb. 6, 1919 to Robert
and Verna Mills.
She was a member of the First

Congregational Church and the
VFW Ladies Auxiliary in Brimley.
Muriel enjoyed family gatherings,
church activities and baking for her

loved ones.
Surviving Muriel are her chil-

dren, Gary (Patricia) McKiddie of
Brimley, and Sheila (Sam) Simpson
of Seminole, Texas; her brother,
William Robert (Dot) Mills of Dollar
Settlement, Mich.; four sisters, Mary
Denker of Brimley, Mona Spinuzza
of Sault Ste. Marie, Kay Wilcox of
Chesaning, Mich. and Isabelle
(Richard) McKay of California; two
brothers-in-law, Robert Miller of
California and Charles Olds of
Arkansas; and five grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.
Muriel was preceded in death by

her husband, George “Mac”
McKiddie in 1992; her brother,
Harris Robert Mills; and sisters, Lila
Miller and June Olds.
Funeral services were held June

10 at First Congregational Church
with Rev. Rod Case officiating.
Burial was in Oaklawn Chapel
Gardens. 
Memorials may be left to First

Congregational Church Building
Fund. Arrangements were in the care
of Hovie Funeral Home.

walking on ...

names & faces ..............

Congratulations to Betty Cameron
for earning her Bachelors of
Science degree in Nursing from
Lake Superior State University.
You did an awesome job!
Love, Ma & Dad & brothers

Congratulations to Darryl Cameron
III for graduating from Brimley
High School! Good luck with your
future plans.
Love, Grandma and Grandpa

Congratulations, Amie
Baragwanath, on successfully com-
pleting your freshman year of col-
lege and achieving Dean’s List sta-
tus the entire year.! We are so very
proud of you and your accomplish-
ments and wish you every success
with your CNA course this sum-
mer. 
We love you always, Mom and Dad

Congratulations, Jared
Baragwanath, on your VFW
Citizenship Award and induction
into the National Honor Society!
We could not be more proud of the
young man you have become.
We love you always, Mom and Dad

Congratulations to Norma and Steve Bennett on their 25th Wedding
Anniversary. They renewed their vows in Vegas with family and friends
present. May they be blessed with many more!
Love, your family and friends

Happy birthday to my Dad on June
30th! Love you!

We want to wish our G-Pa a very
happy birthday on June 30.
Love, Jeanne, Nonah girl and Ty Tot

Bill Thorne, 81-year-old Bay
Mills Indian Community member,
recently garnered another award in
his long broadcasting career. 
The Canadian Country Music

Association honored Thorne with
their Living Legend Award in Sault
Ste. Marie, Ontario in November
2012. It is the first time it has been
awarded to an American, said
Thorne.
He started his radio career at the

age of eight and continues to this
day, broadcasting “Hymn Time” on
WSOO, which he has done for the
last 57 years. 

A big thank you from Nick Cameron and his
family: We want to say thank you to all the wonder-
ful people who have worked so hard to help Nick
since we received word that he is fighting cancer. 
To everyone who worked on the two ball tourna-

ments and those who worked the concessions. To
Albert and Angel for the fish fry dinners that were
sold, to everyone that baked and donated and worked
at the bake sale, raffle tickets, etc. To all those who
have been supporting us and giving us strength and
those who came to the hospital during Nick’s first
surgery. To those who wrote cards with words of sup-
port, which are all appreciated and make us stronger.
Robin, thank you for bringing the kids down: They
are Nick’s rock and thanks to your Mom, Sue who
was so helpful when we had to make our trips. 
The prayer page has been awesome and many

words of encouragement have come from lots of peo-
ple not seen in awhile; they are very uplifting. And

finally, thanks to the
community for
everything they are
doing for us. It has
taken a lot of hard-
ship away from our
shoulders, knowing
we can come and
get some assistance,
if needed. 
Nick wants everyone to know that he is a strong,

young man and has a firm belief that he is going to
beat this cancer. To everyone out there saying prayers
for him, thank you and please continue. 
Our intention is not to forget anyone; everyone

has been wonderful and we are very lucky to have
such a wonderful family, friends and a good commu-
nity.
Thanks! Nick, Jr., Corrine, Joe and Casey 

The Brimley Lupine Festival
Committee would like to thank all
the volunteers, vendors and musi-
cians for making the 2013 Lupine
Festival such a great success. It
would not have been possible with-
out the time everyone committed to
make this event possible. Everyone
enjoyed the music in the park. 
The Committee wishes to thank

the following sponsors for their
donations and financial support in

the inaugural Lupine Festival in
Brimley: Bay Mills Resort &
Casinos, AJ’s Contracting, Picture
This Photography, Soo Co-op
Credit Union, Superior Township
Fire Department, Bay Mills
Township Fire Department,
Brimley High School Key Club,
Graham Trucking, Cozy Inn Bar &
Grill, Speedy Vinyl Signs,
Willabee’s Motel, Four Seasons
Market, Gordon Food Service,
Wilcox Fishery, Slater

Construction, Fox Excavating,
Little Caesars, Old Soo Line Grade
Lodge, Brim-Cor Party Store,
Brimley 6th Grade Class, Brimley
Education Association,
Schwiderson’s Pumpkin Express,
John’s Septic Cleaning, Mark’s
Tire, Charlie’s Beauty Shop,
Stuff’s Gift Shop, The Bear’s Den,
Quaker State, Brimley Shop Class,
Bay Mills Indian Community, Wise
Owl Computers and Superior
Sound Company. 

Thank You!
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906-632-3300
VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION:
2988 Ashmun Street, Sault, MI

Service Open M-F: 7:30 am to 5:30 pm; Sat: 9 am to 4 pm
www.ferneliushyundai.com

Air Conditioning 
Inspection

$29.95

MOST CARS & TRUCKS                Expires 07/31/13.

Includes: Inspection of A/C components, 
pressure test, check belts, hoses and connections

with
coupon

Please your senses with 
healthy baked goods

Also, jewelry, picture frames, stained glass,
greeting cards and much more.

Native heritage craft treasures
Ph: 906-248-2791   email: jackieph2000@yahoo.com

2000 Ashmun Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
www.MacMasterRealty.com

ELIZABETH M. LEBLANC
REALTOR

906-630-3782 cell
elizabeth.m.leblanc@hotmail.com

Twitter: @SOLDbyElizabeth
“Turning Your Dreams Into An Address!”

“I live and raise my family 
in the Brimley area. 

Let my experience help 
you find your perfect home.”

567 ASHMUN ST.
SAULT STE. MARIE, MI  49783

906-632-3367

HOUSE OF BARGAINS
Complete Home Furnishings

And Floor Covering

Women’s Fashions For Any Occasion
Dresses, Pantsuits, Dress Slacks, Capri Sets

Sizes 4 to 24W, Petite & Regular

Casual Lifestyles
Downtown Sault Ste. Marie  906-635-0484

See Our Beautiful Dressy & Casual  Dresses 
For Mothers of the Bride and Wedding Guests

400 Ashmun St. • Sault, MI
906-635-9150 • 800-593-5943

JEWELRY    •    GIFTWARE

In-Store Financing Available

Summer Love! 

Quality wedding bands from top
brands and expert buying
advice. You deserve the 
ring of your dreams!

201 Osborn Blvd.                  Open 7 Days A Week 906-632-3540
Sault, MI www.themoleholeonline.com

Featuring 
Brighton  ~  Vera Bradley 

Gifts, Home Decor, Jewelry & Accessories

BRIMLEY — Brimley Middle/High
School held their 50th Annual Honors
Banquet/Awards Program at Lake Superior
State University’s Cisler Center on
Wednesday, May 8. The following students
received recognition.
Jeremy Teeple was chosen as valedictori-

an and Thomas Kovas as salutatorian.
Eastern Upper Peninsula School Principal

Awards were given to Jayson Aikens, Sarah
Bryer, Thomas Kovas, Taylor Mills,
Dorianne Shaffer and Jeremy Teeple.
Jared Baragwanath was presented with the

VFW Award, Garrett Schofield with the
Lions Club Award and Jeanette Shaffer with
the Principal’s Award.
National Honor Society inductees were

Jared Baragwanath, Emily Chartrand,
Katelyn Mills, Jeanette Shaffer and Riley
Sansone.
Winning the Academic Achievement

Awards for having the highest GPA this year
were Michael Gordier in seventh grade,
Caitlin LeBlanc for eighth grade, Logan
Carrick for ninth grade, Katelyn Mills for
10th grade and Anthony Mongene for 11th

grade.
Following are those selected as Honor

Students for earning a 3.0 GPA for three
quarters and the first semester with no grade
less than a C.
Grade seven: Autumn Aikens, Michael

Gordier, Joshua Gross, Jacob Hopper,
Samuel Hopper, Nathan Recla and Julia
Stenglein.
Grade eight: Lauren Halvorsen, Caitlin

LeBlanc, Mattie Lewis, Brianna Lyons,
Hannah Lyons, Caden Moran and Cassandra
Tessmer.
Grade nine: James Blakely, Logan

Carrick, Kerri Chartrand, Kaylee Hill, Alyssa
Hyvarinen, Morgan Osborn and Eva Perron.
Grade 10: Cosmo Baganz, Emily

Chartrand, Tsz Pui Cho, Katelyn Mills, Maria
Moller, Riley Sansone, Garrett Schofield and
Jeanette Shaffer.
Grade 11: Shane Beaune, Anthony

Mongene and Tressa Wiser.
Grade 12: Jayson Aikens, Sarah Bryer,

Thomas Kovas, Taylor Mills, Tyler Postma,
Dorianne Shaffer, Jeremy Teeple and Shelbie
Williams.

Students recognized at annual awards banquet

BRIMLEY — On Wednesday,
May 15, Brimley Elementary School
held its annual Spring Concert, fea-
turing entertainment from each ele-
mentary class and selections from
the 5th grade band, the 6th grade
band, the middle school band and
the high school band, all under the
tutelage of music teacher, Elizabeth
Burrows.
During intermission, music was

provided by solos and ensembles of
band and music students, accompa-
nied by Betty Struble. Also on dis-
play were art works created by ele-
mentary students throughout the
year, in classes taught by Roberta
Mills.
Following are the music awards

presented that evening: Band Spirit
Award to Miigizheekwe Memegos;
Middle School Director’s Award to
Renee Pomeroy; and, John Philip
Sousa Award to Darryl Cameron and
Brittainy Owens. Band seniors,
Darryl Cameron, Sierra Hascall,
Thomas Kovas, Brittainy Owens
and Jeremy Teeple, were recognized
for their contributions to the band
and band freshmen, Tyler Johnson,
Mallorie Kronemeyer and Austin
Teeple, received their Varsity letter.

Art awards were also presented.
Excellence in Art in Multiple
Mediums (drawing, painting, ceram-
ics and batik) went to Cole
Anderson, Logan Carrick, Abby
Cho, Maria Moeller, Morgan
Osborn, Kiley Passmore, Riley
Sansone, Natalia Tadgerson and
Melvin Willis. Excellence in Art in
Drawing went to Jalyn LeBlanc,
Jayrwin LeBlanc, Dan Lothrop,
Hannah Lyons, Jenny Marske, Cory
Menzies, Caden Moran and Jordan
Walker-Jenkins. Excellence in
Watercolor Painting, Level I went to
Natalie Knepper, Caitlin LeBlanc,
Sandra Lippert, Allison Lounds,
Andrew Osborne and Alyssa
Wirtanen. Excellence in Art in
Ceramics went to Alex Bernier, Dan
Lothrop and Cory Menzies.
Excellence in Art in Acrylic
Painting, Level I went to Mattie
Lewis, Jayrwin LeBlanc, Jeanne
Bedell-Scott and Cassie Tessmer.
Brimley Area School’s Title VII

Indian Education Program had dis-
tributed parent/student surveys earli-
er in the year and held a drawing
from submitted surveys for a $50
gift card to Carmike Cinema.
Winner was Marveen Bedell.  

Spring arts show and concert
wraps up 2012-13 school year

Honor roll announced
BRIMLEY — Brimley Middle/High School has announced the names of those students who earned a place

on the 2012-13 third quarter honor roll. An asterisk indicates all A’s.
Grade seven: Autumn Aikens, Michael Gordier, Joshua Gross, Jacob Hopper, Samuel Hopper, Zachary

Hyvarinen, Ann-Marie LaPine, Nathan Recla and Julia Stenglein. 
Grade eight: Lauren Halvorsen, Natalie Knepper, Caitlin LeBlanc*, Mattie Lewis, Brianna Lyons, Hannah

Lyons, Caden Moran, Andrew Osborne and Cassandra Tessmer. 
Grade nine: James Blakely, Aaron Carrick, Logan Carrick*, Kerri Chartrand, Kaylee Hill, Alyssa

Hyvarinen, Natalie McGuire, Morgan Osborn, Eva Perron, Thomas Tessmer and Jordan Ealker-Jenkins.
Grade 10: Anne Archambeau, Cosmo Baganz, Ronald Carrick, Emily Chartrand, Tsz Pui Cho, Katelyn

Mills, Maria Moller, Riley Sansone*, Garrett Schofield and Jeanette Shaffer.
Grade 11: Jared Baragwanath, Shane Beaune, Holly Bedell, Anthony Mongene, Jocelynn Preville,

Samantha Randle, Melinda Wilson and Tressa Wiser.
Grade 12: Jayson Aikens, Sarah Bryer, Anna Carrick, Sean Daniels, Thomas Kovas*, Taylor Mills*, Tyler

Postma, Alyssa Recla, Dorianne Shaffer, Jeremy Teeple*, Lauren Wilcox and Shelbie Williams*.

ART LOVERS — Enjoying the art display during intermission, L-R: Tyler Bedell, Nonah Bedell, Jeanne
Bedell-Scott and Sarah Bedell. SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

Jeremy Teeple was honored as the 2013 valedictorian. 
SHANNON JONES/ BAYMILLS NEWS

Isabelle Perron



TRAVERSE CITY (AP) —
Federal officials are declaring vic-
tory in their four-decade campaign
to rescue the gray wolf, a predator
the government once considered a
nuisance and tried to exterminate.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service recently proposed remov-
ing the animal’s remaining protec-
tions as an endangered species
across the Lower 48 states. The
exception would be in the
Southwest, where the recovery
effort for the related Mexican gray
wolf is lagging.
Despite criticism from some sci-

entists and members of Congress
who consider the move premature,
agency director Dan Ashe said the
wolf can thrive and even enlarge its
territory without continued federal
protection.
“Taking this step fulfills the

commitment we’ve made to the
American people — to set biologi-
cally sound recovery goals and
return wolves to state management

when those goals have been met
and threats to the species’ future
have been addressed,” Ashe said.
The proposal will be subject to a

90-day public comment period and
a final decision made within a year.
Wolves once roamed across

most of North America. But trap-
ping, poisoning and aerial shooting
encouraged by federal bounties left
just one small remnant, in northern
Minnesota, by the time they were
placed on the protected list in 1974.
By then, attitudes had shifted.

Wildlife managers acknowledged
the role predators play in providing
balanced ecosystems, and the then-
new Endangered Species Act man-
dated protections.
More than 6,100 wolves have

now spread across portions of 10
states, primarily in the Northern
Rockies and the western Great
Lakes regions. Most are in
Montana, Wyoming, Idaho,
Michigan, Minnesota and
Wisconsin. Packs also have formed

in portions of Washington and
Oregon, and individual wolves
have been spotted in Colorado,
Utah, the Dakotas, California and
the Northeast.
But they have yet to return to

vast additional territory that
researchers say has suitable habitat
and abundant prey, including parts
of the Pacific Northwest, the south-
ern Rocky Mountains, upstate New
York and New England.
Environmental groups say

wolves could make their way to
those places — but only if legal
protections remain to prevent them
from being shot. Removing them
now would put wolves “at serious
risk for ever achieving natural
recovery,” said Diane Bentivegna
of the National Wolfwatcher
Coalition.
Colorado alone has enough

space to support up to 1,000
wolves, according to Carlos Carroll
of California’s Klamath Center for
Conservation Research. He sug-
gested wildlife officials were bow-
ing to political pressure, exerted by
elected officials across the West
who pushed to limit the wolf’s
range.
“They’ve tried to devise their

political position first, and then
cherry-pick their science to sup-
port it,” Carroll said of the Fish
and Wildlife Service.
Maggie Howell of the Wolf

Conservation Center in South
Salem, N.Y., said the Adirondack
Mountains and other parts of the
Northeast are “screaming for a
predator like the wolf” to thin an
out-of-control deer herd.
Ashe, however, said it’s unreal-

istic to think wolves can return to
all or even most of their former

range, even if scientifically feasi-
ble.
“Science is an important part of

this decision, but really the key is
the policy question of when is a
species recovered,” he said. “Does
the wolf have to occupy all the
habitat that is available to it in
order for it to be recovered? Our
answer to that question is no.”
The wolf’s resurgence has been

unpopular among ranchers and
others unhappy about attacks on
livestock and popular sport ani-
mals— even as hunters and trap-
pers in the last several years killed
some 1,600 wolves after protec-
tions were lifted in Montana,
Wyoming, Idaho, Minnesota and
Wisconsin. Government wildlife
agents, responding to livestock
attacks, have killed thousands
more in recent decades.
Removing legal protections

could ease the hostility in the
West, where many ranchers com-
plained they’re helpless to protect
their herds from marauding attack-
ers.
Hunting advocates also have

complained as elk herds dwindle in
some areas.
“We can’t just say, let them go

and let the predators manage the
big game. That’s not going to work
in this day and age,” said David
Allen, president of the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation.
Yet the former director of the

Fish and Wildlife Service under
President Bill Clinton said the
agency’s proposal “is a far cry
from what we envisioned for gray
wolf recovery when we embarked
on this almost 20 years ago.”
“It’s a low bar for endangered

species recovery,” said Jamie

Rappaport Clark, who was with the
agency when wolves were reintro-
duced in Idaho and Wyoming in
the mid-1990s. She now heads the
group Defenders of Wildlife.
David Mech, a leading wolf

expert and senior scientist with the
U.S. Geological Survey in St. Paul,
Minn., said wolves already occupy
about 80 percent of the territory
where people are likely to tolerate
them.
The Center for Biological

Diversity vowed to challenge the
government in court if it takes the
animals off the endangered list.
The Humane Society of the

United States, which has filed a
lawsuit challenging the removal of
protections from Great Lakes
wolves, is reviewing the govern-
ment’s latest proposal, spokesman
Kaitlin Sanderson said.
Ashe said the plan had been

reviewed by top administration
officials, including new Interior
Secretary Sally Jewell. But he dis-
missed any claims of interference
and said the work that went into
the plan was exclusively that of the
Fish and Wildlife Service.
He said the agency wants to

focus future recovery efforts on a
small number of wolves belonging
to a subspecies, the Mexican gray
wolf. Those occur in Arizona and
New Mexico, where a protracted
and costly reintroduction plan has
stumbled in part due to illegal
killings.
The agency is calling for a ten-

fold increase in the territory where
biologists are working to rebuild
that population, which now num-
bers 73 animals. Law enforcement
efforts to ward off poaching in the
region would be bolstered.
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Government moves to wrap up gray wolf recovery

There are three geographical
areas where piping plovers breed
in North America: along the
Atlantic Coast, throughout the
Northern Great Plains and along
the Great Lakes. Michigan is
home to the vast majority of breed-
ing plovers in the Great Lakes 
Michigan plovers prefer wide,

sandy, open beaches with little to
no vegetation.  In 1986, the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service listed the
Great Lakes piping plover population as an endangered
species; that same year the other two populations were list-
ed as a threatened species. Today, the plover is still in dan-
ger.
The piping plover is a small, stocky shorebird — sim-

ilar in size to the American robin — that blends well with
its beach habitat, having a sandy colored body, white
underside and distinct orange legs.  During the breeding
season, the plover has a black forehead and breast band
with an orange bill.
Historically, several hundred breeding pairs were

observed in 20 counties throughout Michigan, but by 1986
there were only 17 breeding pairs in nine counties.  This
initial decline was largely due to excess hunting in the 19th
and early 20th century, until the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
of 1918 stopped this activity. Population numbers began to
slowly increase until the 1950s when the plovers saw
another decline in numbers, this time due to increased
habitat loss, recreational pressure, predation and habitat
contamination.  Additionally, high lake levels in the late
1970s and mid 1980s temporarily removed a vast amount
of nesting area for the birds.
These deterrents have decreased the Great Lakes pip-

ing plover’s survival rates; fledging young report approx-
imately a 30 percent survival rate while adults report about
70 percent.  Longevity records indicate Michigan plovers
have a difficult time reaching five years of age or older
with only 13 percent of females and 28 percent of males
surviving to five.
Since 1986, the number of nesting pairs has ranged

from 12 to 32 with Michigan housing all of the nesting
plover pairs in 2000.        
Today, several federal, state and nonprofit agencies,

universities and private research centers have conducted
studies on the plover’s populations and are actively work-
ing to save the shorebird. Management techniques include
controlling human access to nesting areas, closing off
beaches during peak breeding season, monitoring and pro-
tecting nests, properly managing water flow and levels
and limiting residential and industrial development in
known plover breeding areas. 
Michigan Audubon currently assists the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service in the recruitment, training and supervi-
sion of volunteers. These qualified volunteers monitor pip-
ing plover nesting sites in the Tawas area.  Volunteers also
search historical locations between Bay City and
Mackinaw City on Lake Huron. If you are interested in
volunteering visit: http://www.fws.gov/midwest/endan-

gered/pipingplover/volunteers.html.                                       
Proper management techniques and

dedicated volunteers have produced
promising numbers for the Great Lakes
piping plovers but the species is still
extremely vulnerable to demographic
or environmental events, which have
the potential to remove the population
completely. The next decade of conser-
vation will be critical to this species
population and will hopefully lead to
the removal of the plovers from the

Endangered Species List.
If you would like to make a contribution to the

Michigan Audubon Piping Plover conservation visit
www.michiganaudubon.org/donate.

Great Lakes piping plover is struggling

The Department of Natural Resources has been using
the coded-wire tag program to mass mark various fish
species in Michigan since the 1980s. This approach has
provided critical data as fisheries biologists look to deter-
mine the value of naturally reproduced versus stocked fish.
The tag program involves implanting a small, coded-

wire tag, which is invisible to the naked eye, into the snout
of a fish. A fish containing a coded-wire tag can be identi-
fied because its adipose fin (the small, fleshy fin between
the dorsal and tail fins) has been removed. Anglers who
catch these tagged fish then record valuable information,
remove and freeze the fish's snout, and drop it off at des-
ignated locations.
For many years, the DNR primarily tagged Chinook

salmon and lake trout as part of its mass marking effort.
Tagging these fish has helped biologists understand more
about lake-wide natural reproduction and how many wild
fish are available in the Great Lakes. It has also helped
determine if the percentage of wild fish varies from year to
year and how fish-stocking locations contribute to lake
and river fisheries. Additionally, it provides insight into
fish movement and where fish are stocked compared to
where they are caught. Because of the value of the infor-
mation the mass marking effort brings, the DNR, in con-
junction with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, has
begun to coded-wire tag all Chinook salmon stocked into
Lake Huron and Lake Michigan, as well as additional
species including steelhead and Atlantic salmon.
Because of the vast number of fish marked by this

method (millions annually), there will no longer be
rewards given to anglers for returning tagged fish.
However, as in the past, any angler returning a coded-wire
tagged fish to the DNR will still receive a letter describing
the history of the fish caught (such as stocking location
and age).
Since 1990, more than 25 million trout and salmon

have been marked with coded-wire tags, and more than
100,000 tags have been recovered . To learn more about
the DNR's mass marking efforts, visit
www.michigan.gov/taggedfish.

Fish tagging provides data
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A recently completed statewide survey of 33 known bat wintering sites in Michigan showed no sign yet of
white-nose syndrome (WNS), a fungal disease that kills bats by causing them to burn up energy reserves prema-
turely during hibernation. The Department of Natural Resources’ Wildlife Division, in conjunction with Dr. Allen
Kurta and Steve Smith of Eastern Michigan University, conducted extensive surveillance this winter of major bat
hibernation sites (caves and abandoned mines) across the state.
The invasive fungus Geomyces destructans that causes WNS has spread rapidly and widely from the original

2006 outbreak site in eastern New York and is now found in 22 states and five Canadian provinces. WNS was
recently confirmed in northern Illinois. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service estimates more than 6.7 million bats
from six different species have died from the disease. Mortality from WNS has reached nearly 98 percent in
affected sites.
Nine species of bats can be found in Michigan, but cave-dwelling bats such as little brown bats, big brown

bats, tricolored bats, northern long-eared bats and federally endangered Indiana bats are at the greatest risk from
WNS. These species all gather in large concentrations in caves and abandoned mines to overwinter, where the
cold temperatures that normally would help them conserve body fat stores during hibernation may now be part
of their undoing. The fungus that causes WNS grows only in these cold conditions, and research indicates it per-
sists in the environment for long periods. It can be moved from place to place by humans as well as the bats
themselves. No known human health risks are associated with WNS, and no other wildlife species are known to
be impacted.
All the Michigan species of bats are highly beneficial insectivores and consume large amounts of insects that

cause agricultural crop loss, damage forests and can affect human health. Recent research estimates that the eco-
nomic pest-control benefit that insect-eating bats provide to Michigan’s agriculture industry is $508 million
annually.
For more information on WNS, to view the Michigan WNS Response Plan or to report unusual bat observa-

tions, visit the Michigan Emerging Diseases website at www.michigan.gov/emergingdiseases.

No signs yet of white-nose 
syndrome in Michigan bats

The Department of Natural Resources has
announced that mortality of eastern larch has been
reported in many areas of the Upper Peninsula and in
some areas of the northern Lower Peninsula. Eastern
larch, also commonly known as tamarack, is succumb-
ing to continued attacks by the eastern larch beetle.
“Once the ELB builds in an area of tamarack as evi-

denced by initial pockets of dead trees, continued mor-
tality is likely,” said Robert Heyd, DNR forest health
specialist. “Those who wish to utilize the tamarack in
affected areas are encouraged to harvest their tamarack
quickly if ELB is active in their stand.”
This bark beetle, which only attacks tamarack, first

became an epidemic more than a decade ago.
Tamarack was stressed by two consecutive years of
defoliation by the larch casebearer in 2001 and 2002.
The combined stress of this defoliation with the repeat-
ed droughts of the last decade contributed to the
buildup of ELB populations.  
Heyd said that from a distance, the most obvious

evidence of a current infestation is yellowing foliage
that develops by late July or early August. However,
often heavily infested trees will not fade before the
appearance of the normal fall color change. This
makes detecting currently infested trees via aerial sur-
veys or from a distance on the ground difficult if not
impossible. Heavily infested trees generally fail to leaf
out the following spring.
When infested tamarack are examined at close

range, small entrance holes, (averaging just over 1/12
inch in diameter), are the only external signs of an
infestation. Under the bark, beetle galleries are etched
on the surface of the wood.
In fall and winter, woodpeckers often remove some

or all of the bark from infested trees when searching to
feed on bark beetles. By late winter and early spring,
the removal reveals beetle galleries and exposes the
reddish-purple inner bark or white sapwood of the tree.
Debarked trees make it easy to identify an infestation.
Eastern larch beetles infestations are fueled by

stressing events such as defoliation, flooding, drought,
fire, old age, damage from windstorms or snow break-
age.
“As tamarack stands age, they become more sus-

ceptible to bark beetles,” Heyd said. “Because tama-

rack trees are intolerant of shade, stress from competi-
tion may increase as crowns close in older stands. It is
important to note that not all outbreaks have been asso-
ciated with obvious stressors.
“Eastern larch beetles appear to be capable of

attacking and killing trees when no predisposing con-
dition or factor is apparent.”
The DNR recommends prompt removal of logs and

utilization of material larger than 4 inches in diameter
to remove breeding material and help reduce infesta-
tions. Infested trees, logs and slash should be removed
once evidence of an infestation is detected.
For more information, visit

www.michigan.gov/foresthealth.

Tamarack mortality a growing
concern in Upper Peninsula

Hunt for state Christmas
tree begins

LANSING —  The search for the State of
Michigan Christmas tree is under way. The state is
now taking nominations for the 2013 Christmas tree
that will ultimately sit on the front lawn of the
Capitol this November. The Department of
Technology, Management and Budget announced
they are now searching for a 65-foot spruce or fir.  
DTMB partners with the Michigan Association

of Timbermen and the Great Lakes Timber
Professionals Association to bring the tree to
Lansing. In past years, trees have been found in var-
ious locations across the state, including the far
reaches of the Upper Peninsula. Last year’s tree
came from Jackson.
“I know it seems odd to start the search for a

Christmas tree at the start of summer,” said Phil
Jeffery, Chief Deputy Director for DTMB. “In
order to have time to conduct the search and be
ready for the lighting festivities in November, this
is when we need to start the process.”
The state requires the following in order for the

tree to be considered:
*Must be a spruce or a fir
*Height must be a minimum of 65 feet, with a

maximum crown of 30 feet and a maximum trunk
diameter of 30 inches

*Easy access from a road with no interference
from wires
*Available at no cost
After delivery of the tree, a DTMB crew then

works with Hi-Ball Company of Lansing, who vol-
unteers a crane and crew to set the tree. It all culmi-
nates with the lighting of the tree in downtown
Lansing as part of the Annual Silver Bells in the
City celebration.
Nominations are requested by July 31, 2012.

Individuals wishing to nominate a tree are asked to
send their name, telephone number, a photograph of
the tree and information about its size and location
to ChristmasTree@michigan.gov, or by mail to:
Holiday Tree Search
Michigan Department of Technology,

Management and Budget
Facilities Administration, Building Operations

Division
P.O. Box 30026
Lansing, MI 48909

MACKINAC COUNTY —  The Mackinac Bridge
Authority  will join MINI of Grand Rapids and owners of
Mini Cooper automobiles from all over the country as they
rally and attempt to break the Guinness World Record for
the largest parade of MINIs. The MINI rally will take place
on Saturday, Aug. 3, and will culminate with a mass cross-
ing of the Mackinac Bridge, the world’s third-longest sus-
pension bridge.
“We gladly support this attempt at a new world record

highlighting Michigan’s iconic Mackinac Bridge,” said
MBA Administrator Bob Sweeney. “We will do whatever
we can to make their crossing safe, secure, and memorable
— as they attempt to break the Guinness World Record.”
The current world record for the most Mini Coopers in a

parade is 1,450. The MBA and event planners encourage all
MINI owners to use social media and other methods to
spread the word. More information is available online on the
MINI of Grand Rapids Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/events/521093454613906/.

New world record MINI attempt at
Mackinac Bridge takes place Aug. 3

BAY OF PIGS — Bay Mills tribal members Bob Carrick and Ryan
Malloy took first place in this year’s Bay of Pigs Law Enforcement
Fishing Tournament. The winning walleye weighed in at 15.4
pounds. Eleven teams participated in the May event, donating $100
to the Pendills Creek Childrens Fishing Day fund for supplies. 



BRIMLEY — About 80 stu-
dents and family members attended
the first part of the May 20 Brimley
School Board meeting, as several
students received awards.

Six seniors received the EUP
Principals’ Award, recognizing sen-
iors who scored at least a 24 on the
ACT and had a 3.3 GPA: Jason
Aikens, Sarah Bryer, Thomas
Kovas, Taylor Mills, Dorianne
Shaffer and Jeremy Teeple. 

The Eastern Upper Peninsula
Intermediate School District hon-
ored the top 10 area students for
each MEAP test at each grade
level:

8th grade: Caitlyn LeBlanc,
Jayrwin LeBlanc, Mattie Lewis,

Caden Moran, Rene Pomeroy and
Timber Wolf.

7th grade: Michael Gordier,
Jacob Hopper and Alex Rairigh.

6th grade: Samantha Bishop,
Dylan Carrick, Kendra Carrick,
Autumn Halvorsen, Stephen
Huyck, Abigaile LaRue, Thomas
Marske, Isabelle Perron and Ethan
Teeple. 

5th grade: Derek Postma.
4th grade: Natalie Albrough,

Jacques LeBlanc, Janine
Napoletano, Kallista Perron, Skyler
Perron and Jonathan Ryder. 

3rd grade: Henry Finfrock
The board also recognized

Kallista and Korrin Perron for plac-
ing third in the statewide Michigan
History Day awards and announced
Jeremy Teeple as class valedictori-
an and Thomas Kovas as class salu-

tatorian.
Following a demonstration by

the school’s robotics club, who par-
ticipated in the 2013 FIRST
Robotics Competition, the audi-
ence thinned and the board got
down to business.

James LeBlanc, a Bay Mills
Indian Community member, was
appointed as board trustee to
replace Rudy Johnson, who had
resigned. LeBlanc’s term will run
until November 2014. 

Current bills of $616,558.87 for
general use and $16,981.93 for
food service were approved for
payment and contracts were
extended to June 30, 2015 for
Denny Holdsworth, director of
physical plant, maintenance and
grounds and Christine Chartrand,
food service director.
Superintendent Al Kantola’s con-
tract was renewed through June 30,
2014 at the same salary and condi-
tions as when he previously served
as superintendent. The 2013-2014
school calendar was accepted with
175 instruction days, very similar
to the current year’s calendar, and
Caleb Rader was hired as head var-
sity football coach.

Since state law requires that
school boards have input into the
EUPISD budget, the board
approved their general fund budget
projections. They also appointed
Jill Coates, an EUPISD employee,
to represent the school in a vote for
candidates, all of whom are incum-
bents: Kate Ter Haar, Patti Weinreis

and Gwen Worley.
The board discussed 2013-2014

budget projections and is estimat-
ing a small rise in school popula-
tion of 9 students for a total of 505.
However, they are also looking at a
possible decrease in state aid of
about $34 per student and a 5 per-
cent decrease in Impact Aid due to
the federal sequestration.  The pro-
posed budget is looking at revenues
of $5,183,540 and expenditures of
$5,218,653 with a deficit of
approximately $35,000, much
lower than in previous years. The
projected 2012-2013 fund balance
is $660,241.

A re-roofing bid from Great
Lakes Roofing and Insulation
Systems of Sault Ste. Marie was
approved at a cost of $74, 825, with
a change order to have the same
company complete phase two for
an additional $33,200 for a total of
$108,025. The roof repairs are
being made under a sinking fund
passed for three years at $150,000
per year. Kantola said the school
had checked into paying for securi-
ty upgrades with the remainder of
the sinking funds, but that is not
doable under current law, although
there is a bill being considered in
the state senate to allow it.

Further security measures were
discussed and approved.
Ascomnorth, Inc. has already
installed a card access and inter-
com system at the two main entry
doors and will now equip four addi-
tional school entry doors for card

access entry. The cards are proxim-
ity cards and if one is lost, it can
easily be deactivated. 

The additional doors are located
at the main gym, the middle school
and the 5th and 6th grade hallway,
as well as the door north of the
business office. Any other doors
can be exited from, but re-entry
would not be possible. Due to
deliveries to the kitchen, that door
will possibly continue to be opened
by key after the current lock is
changed. 

The board discussed an offer
made by Superior Township to cre-
ate a public park on the corner of
M-221 and Irish Line Road. The
land is currently school property
and the township is requesting the
school deed the land to them so
they can create a pavilion over the
existing ice rink, build a bathroom,
install horseshoe pits, picnic tables,
trash cans and other landscaping
improvements as well as upgrade
the basketball and volleyball
courts. The request was tabled until
the board can meet with township
officials and see the proposed
drawings. 

During public comment, a
library volunteer had requested that
the school continue to support the
library. Kantola said the budget
does include $10,900 for library
salaries. A motion was later made
to rename and rededicate the
library to a person who has done a
lot for the school at the elementary
awards ceremony on June 5. 
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School board discusses security measures
By Sharlene Myers

Bay Mills News

BABYSITTERS LEARN SKILLS — As part of the weeklong “Babysitting Class” held by Healthy Start
staff, potential babysitters learned fire safety and how to use a fire extinguisher in case of emergency at a ses-
sion held June 10 at Ojibwe Charter School. Crew from the Bay Mills Fire Department — Ray Baker, Kevin
Chamberlain and Kevin Dugan — lit a controlled fire and carefully monitored the action as the future
babysitters extinguished the flames. Students will also learn CPR and spend time at Bay Mills Child
Development Center to earn their babysitting certification. For more information, call Erica Carrick at 906-
248-8510.                                                                                          SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS 

Youth complete training to
become certified babysitters
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