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BAY MILLS — As part of a
world day of action, members of
Bay Mills Indian Community
demonstrated their support for the
‘Idle No More’ movement on Jan.
28 at Bay Mills Community College
and Brimley Area Schools.
The grassroots movement is in

support of indigenous rights across
the globe and calls for governments
to respect the treaties they signed
with nations years ago. Particularly
the movement seeks to protect
Mother Earth and all her natural
resources for generations to come. 
The INM movement initiated in

Canada and became heated and
spread in recent months when the
Canadian government sought to
remove protections of indigenous
waterways and land with bill C-45.
Tribal nations in Canada root their
argument in the fact the bill violates
the U.N. Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples, which
Canada signed in 2010 and tribes
were not consulted in crafting of the
bill.  
If treaty rights are not respected,

as C-45 attempts to circumvent
them, tribes will be open to extrac-
tive businesses operating on their
lands. With relaxed laws, tribes fear
that resources will become polluted
or dry up entirely.
Students and staff at BMCC

gathered in the parking lot of the
school for more than a half hour in

support of the movement. Members
of the Bay Mills Executive Council
also attended and Tribal Chairman

Kurt Perron read a resolution that
BMIC passed in support to the
crowd. 
The council’s resolution states:

“Bay Mills Indian Community
declares their support for the efforts
of Canadian First Nations, and their
Citizens; Support for our Clan
Relations as they seek a restoration
of their sovereign rights and a
strengthening of their nation-to-
nation relationship with other
Nations throughout the world.”
At Brimley Area Schools, Indian

Education Coordinator Sonja Killips
organized a flash mob round dance
during a free period, educating her
students on the importance and com-
plexity of indigenous rights.

“We discussed during the Round
Dance and in Native Studies classes
how many times that our local

swimming holes were closed
because of the sewage from Sault,
Ontario over the years,” said Killips.
“Students also had conversations
regarding treaty rights for the Native
people in Canada and the govern-
ment’s requirements, as well as the
need to protect women across the
continent. 
“It was a lot of information to

take in in a few class periods but a
lot of my students knew some infor-
mation beforehand and even had
attended an Idle No More Round
Dance or Gathering. I felt it held a
positive vibe across the color lines in
the school as well as the
International line between our coun-
tries.”

Community takes a stance, vows
its support for ‘Idle No More’

Proposal advances that allows
public to pet older bear cubs
By JUSTINE McGUIRE
Capital News Service

NEWBERRY – Oswald Bear Ranch in Newberry has allowed the
public to interact with bear cubs for 15 years, but Michigan law and ani-
mal rights activists would end the practice unless a bill passes to make
the activity legal.
Oswald’s has violated a 2000 state “large carnivore” law for more

than a decade, but was unaware of the situation until last summer, said
Carl Oswald, who works at the ranch and is the owner’s son.
It immediately ended public interaction with its bear cubs last June.
“After that, the cubs would look at people, wondering what they had

done wrong and why no one would come in and pet them,” Oswald said.
Sen. Tom Casperson, R-Escanaba, took up the issue and got a bill

passed in December to allow petting of bear cubs up to 36 weeks old or
90 pounds.
However, Gov. Rick Snyder vetoed the measure.
Casperson and co-sponsor Sen. Howard Walker, R-Traverse City,

reintroduced the bill this year and it passed in the Senate on Feb. 14. It
will head to the House next.
Current law allows petting of cubs up to 20 weeks old, but the Bear

Ranch has black bears, which are born in spring and reach 20 weeks
early in the summer tourism season.
Bears are included in the law although they’re actually omnivores,

meaning they eat fruit, vegetation and meat, Oswald said. Visitors feed
them apples and Fruit Loops.
It’s illegal to breed the bears in the state, but Oswald’s takes in

orphaned cubs. The facility is home to 29 bears that live in four enclosed
habitats.
Oswald said the smallest habitat is for the yearlings and is the size of

half a football field. Older females get a football-field-sized enclosure to
roam in. Young females have a half mile, and so do the males. The
males’ habitat also has ponds and a waterfall.
Some groups oppose the legislation, including the Michigan Humane

Society, Detroit Zoological Society and Potter Park Zoo.
Opponents say they’re concerned about cub welfare, attacks, commu-

nicable diseases and the possibility of less responsible operations.
Kevin Hatman, public relations coordinator at the Michigan Humane

Society in Bingham Farms, said, “These are the sorts of bills that have a
lot of unintended consequences. It’s exposing the public to significant
risk.” Continued on Page 3

After spending the past seven
years as bishop of the Catholic
Diocese of Marquette, the Most
Reverend Alexander K. Sample is
heading back west. The Vatican
announced that Pope Benedict XVI
has appointed him archbishop of
Portland in Oregon on Jan. 29.
Archbishop-Designate Sample,

who was born Nov. 7, 1960 in
Kalispell, Mont. and graduated from
Bishop Gorman High School in Las
Vegas, Nev. in 1978, will be installed
as Archbishop of Portland on April 2,
2013.  
In a prepared statement to the

Church in the Diocese of Marquette,
Archbishop-Designate Sample said,
“Even as there is excitement and joy
at taking up this new challenge that
God has placed before me, I would be
less than honest if I did not say that I
will leave the Church in the U.P. with
a certain heaviness of heart.  I will
profoundly miss the people, the cler-
gy and religious of the diocese.  I will
miss my brother priests in a special
way, since I was chosen from among
them to be their bishop.
“I have always tried to be obedient

to the will of God and to accept what-
ever the Church asks of me to be
God’s will.  It is in this spirit that I
have said ‘yes’ to the Holy Father’s
request for me to serve the Church in
a new place in western Oregon.  I ask
the prayers of all the clergy, religious
and faithful of the Diocese of
Marquette.  They will always be in
my heart and prayers.  Venerable
Frederic Baraga, pray for us!” he
wrote.
Archbishop-Designate Sample

will remain as administrator of the
Diocese of Marquette until his instal-
lation in Portland.  At that time, the
Diocesan College of Consultors will
select a new diocesan administrator
who will serve the Diocese of
Marquette until a new bishop or an
apostolic administrator is named by
the Pope.
After earning bachelor’s and mas-

ter’s degrees in metallurgical engi-
neering from Michigan
Technological University in
Houghton, Archbishop-Designate
Sample completed studies in philoso-
phy at the College of St. Thomas in
St. Paul, Minn. in 1986.  He then
entered the Pontifical College
Josephinum Seminary in Columbus,
Ohio to study for the priesthood for
the Diocese of Marquette.  He was
ordained a priest on June 1, 1990 at
St. Peter Cathedral in Marquette.
His first appointment was as asso-

ciate pastor of St. Peter Cathedral in
Marquette.  He then served as pastor
of the parishes of St. George in Bark
River, Sacred Heart in Schaffer and
St. Michael in Perronville before
heading to Rome where he earned a
licentiate in canon (church) law in
1996.
When he returned to the Diocese

of Marquette, Archbishop-Designate
Sample spent the next 10 years in the
diocesan offices serving in various
positions including chancellor, direc-
tor of ministry and priest personnel,
executive director of the Bishop
Baraga Association and member of
the College of Consultors.  During
that same time period, he also served
as canonical pastor of St. Christopher
Parish in Marquette.  
He was ordained Bishop of

Marquette on Jan. 25, 2006 at St.
Peter Cathedral.  At 45 years old, he
was the youngest bishop in the United
States at the time.  In addition, his
ordination as bishop was the first to
take place in the Diocese of
Marquette in more than 100 years.

Bishop Sample is heading
back west for appointment

PARENTS HONORED — Ojibwe Charter School held its annual Parent’s Recognition Night on
Friday, Jan. 25 during the basketball game intermission, honoring parents for supporting athletes.
Students also took the time to honor outgoing seniors at the game.

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS

FREE TIME FLASH MOB  — During a free period around lunch
time at Brimley Area Schools, students danced to support the Idle No
More movement on Jan. 28.  Far left, drummers John Hutchinson and
Kenny Bowen laid down the beat for a round dance led by Indian
Education Coordinator Sonja Killips, far right. 

SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

Students and staff at BMCC stand in support along with members of the Executive Council on Jan. 28.

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News



SAULT STE. MARIE  — On
Feb. 2, Gabe Bunke, 36, of
Moorhead, Minn. did what many
racers only dream of at the I-500 —
he brought home the checkered flag
for the second year in a row. This is
the fourth time Bunke has been part
of a winning I-500 team since he
began racing snowmobiles in 1996.

He had to beat out his own team-
mates in the challenge to the top this
year, a moment the race announcer
declared over the loudspeaker by
saying, “the boss is coming” as he
began to pass his teammate #537
Ryan Faust in lap 451. His lead over
Faust was merely seconds, but
enough to clinch the trophy. 

Bunke started in 12th position
with his Polaris machine and aggres-
sively dominated throughout the
day, strategizing not to pit at times in

favor of moving ahead of the pack.
One by one, racers were plucked off
and the heat was on. Bunke Racing’s
two teams narrowly defeated
Rudyard’s Mike Babcock and 131
Racing, which actually had a mem-
ber of the Bunke team racing as
well.

For the most part, the race went
off without a hitch this year until the
night skies set in. Although bitter
temperatures and strong winds
plagued both spectators and racers
throughout the day, the situation got
much worse when the sun went
down. The winds picked up and ice
dust brought visibility down to the
point racers could not see each other
or the track officials. 

According to Race Director Bill
Cryderman, of the 18 racers on the
back stretch, only three expressed a
serious interest in continuing the
race in low visibility. This prompted
officials to meet with racers about

the conditions, which in turn
brought the 45th annual running of
the I-500 to a close over safety con-
cerns at lap 454.

Some spectators complained they
didn’t know what was going on and
it seemed like the race just ended.
But for the most part, those in atten-
dance stood by the race officials and
their decision and no serious injuries
came from the day’s event. 

Cryderman noted the difficulty of
the decision at the race banquet the
following morning, noting safety
was the main concern and the most
important thing to remember was
that everyone was safe. 

“Everyone is here in this room
today and everyone is on the right
side of the ice.”

None of the sleds that qualified in
the top 10 in time trials prior to the
race actually finished in the top 9 at
the end. The race was actually dom-
inated by sleds that started deeper in
the pack.

Rounding out the top 10 were the
No. 407 Yovich Racing Polaris with
Brian Anderson, Eric Zellar, Tim
Hall and Nate Woodward; the No.
57 Felzke Farms Polaris with James
Heiler and Gary McNeil; the No. 29
DL Racing Ski-Doo with Justin
Tate, Mike VanDolder and Jeff
Leuenberger; the No. 02 Team Blu
Polaris with Joel Diamond, Cardell

Potter and Duane Baur; and the No.
10 Piche Performance Polaris with
Larry Young, Bryan Ball and Scott
Rutledge.

Bunke is the son of racing legend
Jerry Bunke, who died at the age of
26 while racing on a Polaris spon-
sored machine in Manitoba as part
of the “Midnight Blue Express”
team.
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PICKFORD BUILDING CENTER

C e d a r v i l l e   •    P i c k f o r d   •    D e T o u r   •     S t .  I g n a c e  

• Home, Cottage, Garage & Pole Barn Packages

• Treated Decks

• Daily Delivery Throughout the Eastern and Central U.P! 

• Carpet, Ceramic Tile and Vinyl Flooring

• Computerized Kitchen Design

COMPLETE BUILDING SUPPLIES & HOME CENTERS

221 N. MAIN ST.
CALL: 647-3101

Brimley Area Schools is currently
accepting nominations for its 

2013 Distinguished Alumni Award
and its Athletic Hall of Fame

Nominating forms for either award may be
picked up at the High School Office,
Elementary Office or Business Office.
Nominating letters that include the year the
nominee graduated, accomplishments,
awards and any other special recognition
are also accepted. Letters can be sent to:
Mr. Alan Kantola, Superintendent Brimley
Area Schools, 7134 South M-221, Brimley
MI 49715.
Deadline for nominations is March 31, 2013.

Be safe on winter roads!Be safe on winter roads!
With Great Deals on Tires

All Major Tire Brands

SKINNERS

~Your source for all parts & service~

4142 Pleasant Avenue
Pickford MI 49774

skinnersinc450@centurytel.net

Hours: M-F 8 to 5
Sat 8 to 1, Closed Sundays

906-647-5655

VOLLEYBALL TOURNEY —
On Saturday, Feb. 9, the fifth
annual Jackie Leapley Memorial
Volleyball Tournament was held at
Brimley Area Schools. The event is
dedicated to raising funds for a
scholarship to commemorate the
late Brimley volleyball player and
coach. Nine teams signed up and
$1,545 was raised. After hours of
bump, set and kill, the victors were
the four-person team of Nic
Greenwood, Meghan Drobish,
Tania Mash-Gagnon and Lucas
Cronin, pictured to the left (L-R).
The organizers would like to
thank all those who participated
and Bay Mills Resort & Casinos,
Kings Club Casino and Little
Caesar’s Pizza for their donations.
SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS
NEWS

Bunke takes home the checkered flag from I-500

HONORED — Two locals received
awards during Opening Ceremony at the
U.P. Special Olympics Winter Games
held in Marquette Jan. 19 to 20.
R.J. Ross, a Bay Mills Indian

Community member, received the
Inspirational Athlete Award. He partici-
pated in snow shoeing, receiving a Gold
in the 75-meter race and a Silver in the
100-meter race. R.J. is part of a team
from Area 35 EUP Special Olympics and
the son of Kathy Ross. He also attended
the Special Olympics State Winter
Games held at Grand Traverse Resort in
Traverse City on Feb. 5 to 8, where he
took a Bronze in the 75-meter and came
in fourth in the 100-meter race.
Al Belleau received the Coach’s Award

for his participation in working with
Special Olympians. He has become a cer-
tified Snowshoe and Bowling Coach and
helps with training, chaperoning, trans-
portation and any other duties as
required. Al is well known in the Bay
Mills community for being part of drum-
ming groups. 

By Shannon Jones
Bay Mills News
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IN THE STEPS OF BARAGA — Curtis Chambers of Cheboygan has realized a longtime plan to fol-
low in the footsteps of Father Frederic Baraga, who earned the nickname “the Snowshoe Priest” because
he would travel hundreds of miles each year on snowshoes during the harsh winters, administering to local
tribes. Chambers set out from Sault Ste. Marie on snowshoes on the morning of Monday, Feb. 4, follow-
ing the route that Father Baraga took, and arrived around 4 p.m. at St. Kateri Tekakwitha Catholic
Church. He was greeted there by Father Augustine Jacob and several members of Bay Mills Indian
Community who held a potluck dinner in his honor. The next day, Chambers headed for Newberry along
the old railroad track that parallels M-28. His eventual goal is to reach Marquette, a journey of about 200
miles in all. By his efforts, he hopes to revitalize interest in the Catholic Church in young people and help
the cause to beatify Father Baraga, who was declared venerable by Pope Benedict XVI on May 10, 2012. 

SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

BAY MILLS — Bay Mills trib-
al member Dan Tadgerson began
his new position as executive assis-
tant to the tribal chairman on
Monday, Feb. 11. Chairman Kurt
Perron noted it was a tough deci-
sion, but ultimately Tadgerson had
the combination of experience and
education he was looking for. 

“We had many great candidates
apply for this position and it’s
always hard to make these types of
hiring decisions. I would like to
personally thank everyone who
expressed an interest in serving our
community in this position,” said
Perron. “In making my decision, I
want to reiterate my support for our
tribal members to earn an educa-
tion and gain valuable work experi-

ence.”
According to

Tadgerson, his duties
will include updating
policies and proce-
dures, helping to secure
funding for develop-
ment projects, coordi-
nating the chairman’s
schedule, and commu-
nicating tribal member
concerns.  

“I look forward to
working with the coun-
cil and the membership
in this position as the
tribe moves forward,”
he said.

Perron also looks
forward to working with his new
assistant.

“Dan will be joining our current
team of hardworking and profes-

sional staff. He has a vast amount
of knowledge in many areas that
are critical for our tribal govern-
ment to effectively serve its mem-

bership. We will all work
together in a spirit of open
and honest cooperation to
further improve our commu-
nity, serve its members, and
make Bay Mills a brighter
and better place to work, live
and raise our families,” said
Perron.

Tadgerson, who studied
geology during his first
round of graduate school, is
currently working on a sec-
ond degree. He hopes to
complete his master’s in
public health within the next
year. He believes that his
studies also apply to his cur-
rent position. As part of his

final project he will be working on
a community assessment, which
encompasses research on all the
health care needs of Bay Mills

Indian Community and how to get
them met. 

Prior to working for the chair-
man, Tadgerson was employed
with Bay Mills Biological Services
as the nonpoint source pollution
specialist for three years. The
remainder of his work background
also focuses on environmental con-
cerns — he previously worked for
Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians as
an environmental specialist, and as
a utility coordinator for Indian
Health Service. He remains a
licensed sanitarian and hopes to use
his knowledge to assist the
water/sewer dept. in Bay Mills as
well. 

Tadgerson lives in Bay Mills
with his wife, Terri. He is the father
of four — Amanda, Brad,
Chantelle, and Kevin. He also has
three grandchildren. 

Tadgerson hired as Chairman’s executive assistant
By Shannon Jones

Bay Mills News

Bears... continued from page 1

But Oswald said, “It’s something you have to see and experience for your-
self.”

The ranch hasn’t had any problems with bites or scratches from cubs dur-
ing public interaction, he said.

Although Oswald said that he constantly has bandaged hands in the sum-
mer when the cubs are very young and don’t know how to control themselves,
he noted that their behavior improves as they get older.

Oswald said that he and his father, Dean, have contact with the bears,
including the fully-grown ones, every day and rub noses with them, ride on
their backs and trained some of them to sit in chairs.

The cubs are raised with human contact and the youngest ones live in the
owner’s house. “We raise them like our dogs,” Oswald said. “They’re a little
more hard-headed though.”

He said cub petting is the big draw and he doesn’t expect that the ranch
could survive without it.

Oswald’s is one of two bear cub petting zoos in the U.S. and, Oswald said,
gets visitors from every continent. The other is in Idaho.

“I love it,” said Trent Vruggink, a Michigan Bear Hunters Association
board member from Newberry. He takes his family to the ranch whenever they
visit.

The association doesn’t have an official position on the legislation.
Oswald discounted the fear of disease, saying there’s never been a docu-

mented case of rabies in black bears. He gets “nipped and scratched daily” but
has never had a problem.

But Justin Schlanser, a veterinarian at Lansing’s Potter Park Zoo, said that
bears as young as 5 months can carry rabies and the disease can be transmit-
ted by bite or scratch. There is no rabies vaccine for bears.

However, he said that there haven’t been any reported cases of bear rabies
in Michigan, adding that infected bears are usually reclusive.

But he expressed concerned that parasites carried in bear intestines could
be transmitted to humans through fecal matter.

Scott Carter of the Detroit Zoological Society said he worries about cubs’
welfare after being taken away from their mothers. However, Oswald’s takes
only cubs that have already lost their mothers.
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Winter has finally returned to
the Upper Peninsula. I say finally,
because it feels like the “real”
winters of years gone by.  Anyone
in the area born before 1980 prob-
ably has a story or two about long
hard winters of years past. Eight-
and 10-foot snow drifts, and
storms that lasted so long the kids
had “snow weeks” off from
school rather than snow days. 

Over the last 20 years or so,
those winters have dwindled to a
few months of moderate snowfall,
fewer days with temperatures
below zero, and some years no
snow on the ground in March.
March! My grandparents never
would have dreamed of such a
thing! 

The locals who once organized
sledding parties and bonfires in
the snow with hot chocolate can
hardly be convinced to even go
outside this year. Plain and sim-
ple: We got used to the mild win-

ters. We let ourselves forget about
digging deep to find the mailbox,
“banking” our houses for insula-
tion, and our number one tool
being a “scoop.” No one was ever
out and about without a winter
hat, scarf, and gloves back then. 

Now we grumble if it’s cold
enough that we need our heavy
coat on. I hear parents complain-
ing when school isn’t canceled
for six inches of snow, yet I can
remember my bus driver plowing
through 10 inches or more down
Bay Mills Point to pick us up in
the mornings. 

Gone are the days when the
only way to get to the store was
your old snowmobile. Pictures in
my old albums show me and my
friends standing on snow banks as
high as the roof of my house. I
can recall being a youngster and
sledding off the roof of Ben
Carrick’s bunk house, much to
Miss Katie’s chagrin. It was the

best entertainment we had back
then and we owed it all to the U.P.
winter. 

Now Ponte’s hill is a golf
course, and no local plow drivers
build a berm at the bottom of
Mission Hill to keep sledders out
of the woods. There are no giant
tire fires that make you blow
black stuff out of your nose for
days, and the last time I had a cup
of hot cocoa, it was in front of my
cozy fire place; not outside in the
cold. 

We spend our winters dream-
ing of a summer that we know
will take forever to get here, and
then be gone before we know it. 

I think the winter of 2012-
2013 will make us Yoopers appre-
ciate spring and summer more
than we have in quite a few years.
Until then, happy shoveling! 

Sanders is a member of Bay
Mills Indian Community. 

Winter is upon us... By Ruth Ann Sanders

By U.S. Sen. Carl Levin

On Feb. 4, I was honored to attend a pair of events celebrating the life
and legacy of civil rights pioneer Rosa Parks with the issue of a U.S.
postage stamp on the 100th anniversary of her birth.

It was especially appropriate that these events came at the beginning of
Black History Month and that one event was held at the Henry Ford
Museum in Dearborn, where visitors today can sit in the bus seat that Rosa
Parks refused to give up, and in doing so, changed the world.

I’m sure you know the story: On Dec. 1, 1955, Rosa Parks boarded a
city bus in Montgomery, Ala., after a long day’s work, and took a seat.
When all the seats filled up, the bus driver, following the city’s segrega-
tionist practice, demanded that Mrs. Parks give up her seat to a white man.
She quietly refused, setting off a chain of events that helped end the Jim
Crow era of legal discrimination in the South.

Mrs. Parks later moved to Detroit, where she remained active in the
civil rights movement and worked for 20 years in the office of
Congressman John Conyers.

The U.S. Postal Service’s decision to honor Mrs. Parks with a stamp
was an inspired one, and it has special meaning to me, not only as an
admirer of her spirit and a proud Michiganian, but as a stamp collector.

Sometimes we collectors are eager to add a stamp to our collection
because it’s especially valuable, or rare, or old, or in perfect condition.
And sometimes, we value a stamp because it reminds us of something or
someone we cherish.

The new Rosa Parks stamp honors someone we all cherish. The beau-
ty of honoring Mrs. Parks in this latest way, and the beauty of honoring
greatness through a postage stamp, is the way in which it introduces great-
ness into our everyday lives. They will be reminded of how one person
can, through character and conviction and strength, change the world.

Now, generations of Americans will come upon the dignified, forceful
portrait on this stamp, see the name “Rosa Parks,” and, for a moment,
reflect on her truly inspiring example. Indeed, the Postal Service has des-
ignated the stamp as a “forever” stamp, meaning it will cover the cost of
first-class postage forever, even if postage rates go up. The stamp is for-
ever, just like Rosa Parks’ example.

Rosa Parks helped unleash forces of freedom and equality too power-
ful for the forces of hatred and anger to contain. In addition to this postage
stamp, she has been honored with the Presidential Medal of Freedom and
the Congressional Gold Medal, and later this year, we will make history
by placing a statue of Mrs. Parks in the U.S. Capitol building’s Statuary
Hall.

No honor, whether it’s a stamp or statue or a medal, can do true justice
to Rosa Parks’ contributions. But they help remind us of the power of ordi-
nary people who are willing to do extraordinary things. They encourage
us to try to live up to that example. That is Rosa Parks’ lasting legacy.

Honoring the legacy of  Rosa Parks

After an absence of two years, due
to my retirement, I have returned as
Superintendent of the Brimley Area
Schools. The previous
Superintendent, Rod Goehmann,
retired at the end of 2012.  Our Board
of Education then hired me as
Superintendent until the end of this
school year on June 30, 2013. At that
time, a permanent Superintendent will
be hired. 

I am truly honored to return to this
position and look forward to continu-
ing to work with the staff, students,
and parents of our community.

As always, the new year brings
about much change along with new
concerns, new challenges, and new
opportunities.  Some things do not
change, however, and foremost is our
commitment to provide the best in
education for the youth of our com-
munities.  

We continue our dedication to the
Mission of the Brimley Area Schools:
“The community, students, and staff
of the Brimley Area Schools will
work together to create a safe and
challenging environment that will
promote success in academic skills,
team work, critical thinking, and per-
sonal responsibility that enables all
students to attain their educational
goals.”

Each month during the remainder
of this school year, I will be writing a
column in this newspaper.  The pur-
pose of the column will be to commu-
nicate with the residents of the com-
munities our school serves, regarding

what is happening at school.  I will
focus on students, teachers, programs,
activities, and achievements.  This
column will also be used to inform
parents and community members of
the issues facing our school, and edu-
cation in general.

The week of Feb. 10 was designat-
ed as Principal’s Week in Michigan.
At Brimley, we are fortunate to have
two very dedicated individuals serv-
ing as Principal of our schools – Peter
Routhier in our Elementary School,
and Brian Reattoir in our Middle
School and High School.  Each is
serving his 16th year as Principal.

We are very proud of our
Middle/High School for being identi-
fied as one of 344 “Reward” schools
of the 4,247 schools in Michigan for
2012-13.  Our school received this
award as both a “High Progress
School” (schools that are showing sig-
nificant improvement and sustaining
growth over several years) and a
“Beating the Odds School” (schools
whose achievement exceeds expecta-
tions or predictions based upon demo-
graphic characteristics of the school
and students).

Commenting of this achievement,
Michael Flanagan, State
Superintendent, said, “We hope that
your school staff, students and com-
munity take great pride in these
accomplishments.  Your hard work
and effort represent the best of what
Michigan schools have to offer their
students.”

The month of March is “Reading

Month” at Brimley Elementary
School.  Throughout the month spe-
cial activities are planned to promote
reading among our students. During
Reading Month, we encourage par-
ents to plan special activities at home,
having to do with reading.  As simple
as it sounds, the best way for parents
to prepare children for learning to
read, is to read to them.  Studies have
found that children who have a “liter-
ature-rich environment” tend to learn
and progress more quickly that those
who do not.  Also, children familiar
with literature tend to have greater lis-
tening and speaking vocabulary.

I am pleased to report that four
Brimley students were Eastern Upper
Peninsula regional winners at the
History Day competition recently held
at LSSU.  This regional event adhered
to the standards outlined in the
National History Day program, and
winners will have the opportunity to
compete at the state-level competition
to be held on April 27th at Saginaw
Valley State University.  Students who
place in the top two in their category
will then be eligible to compete in
Washington, D.C. in June.   

Brimley regional winners were:
Doriann Shaffer, grade 11,  1st place;
Korinn Perron and Kalista Perron,
grade 3, 1st  Place; and Natalie
Albrough, grade 3, 2nd Place.
Congratulations to these students and
all who participated in the History
Day competition.

Remember, it’s your school.
Come and visit, anytime!

Superintendent’s Corner
By Alan Kantola, Brimley Area Schools

By Doug Patton    

Barack Obama can spin a lie
into what sounds like something
akin to the truth better than any-
one in politics has done in my
lifetime — and that's saying
something because it's starting to
be quite a long time. His State of
the Union speech was Exhibit A.

"They deserve a vote," he
intoned during the obligatory gun
control portion of his speech. 

"They deserve a vote," he
repeated, just in case you missed
it the first time. "Gabby Giffords
deserves a vote. The families of
Newtown deserve a vote. The
families of Aurora deserve a
vote. The families of Oak Creek
and Tucson and Blacksburg and
the countless other communities
ripped open by gun violence —
they deserve a simple vote."

Really? On what? Something!
We simply must vote on some-
thing! As right-wing rocker Ted
Nugent succinctly told a reporter
who asked him if we shouldn't do
something, "Well, if your child is
drowning, I could throw her a
cinderblock. That would be doing
something. It would just be the
wrong thing." This perfectly
describes the whole debate over
the issue of gun violence.

The emotional response of so
many Americans to Obama's
demand for a vote on his half-

baked gun control measures sim-
ply underscores their misunder-
standing of the issue. The cata-
lyst for this assault on the Second
Amendment was, of course, the
senseless murder of 20 first
graders last December. No single
act of violence has ripped at the
nation's heartstrings like this
incident. This has not been lost
on Obama and company. Never
let a crisis go to waste, remem-
ber?

Meanwhile, there are 300 mil-
lion other people who also
"deserve a vote."

While Obama assures us that
"the state of our union is strong,"
America's fiscal crisis is careen-
ing toward becoming a total eco-
nomic train wreck. Don't the
young, the old and the middle
aged, the rich, the poor and the
middle class all "deserve a vote"
on a balanced budget amend-
ment?

Obama talks about protecting
children, yet he gutted the very
popular Washington, D.C.,
school choice program in order to
please his supporters in the
National Education Association.
Now he advocates that every 4-
year-old be sent to a government-
run pre-school, presumably so
politically correct indoctrination
can begin even earlier. Oh yes,
this president cares about chil-
dren — if they happen to be

lucky enough to make it out of
the womb alive. He couldn't care
less about the 55 million unborn
children who, for the last 40
years, have had no rights of any
kind. In Obama's world, they
don't "deserve a vote."

Proponents of traditional mar-
riage have seen their views tram-
pled by a radical minority intent
on destroying the institution alto-
gether. Wouldn't you love to see
an up-or-down vote in Congress
on that one, rather than watching
them hide behind judiciary rul-
ings?

And what about the military
and, by extension, our veterans? 

"In 2011, Congress passed a
law saying that if both parties
couldn't agree on a plan to reach
our deficit goal, about a trillion
dollars' worth of budget cuts
would automatically go into
effect this year," Obama said in
his State of the Union address. 

"These sudden, harsh, arbi-
trary cuts would jeopardize our
military readiness. They'd devas-
tate priorities like education,
energy, and medical research.
They would certainly slow our
recovery, and cost us hundreds of
thousands of jobs. That's why
Democrats, Republicans, busi-
ness leaders and economists have
already said that these cuts,
known here in Washington as 'the
sequester,' are a really bad idea. 

“Now, some in this Congress
have proposed preventing only
the defense cuts by making even
bigger cuts to things like educa-
tion and job training, Medicare
and Social Security benefits.
That idea is even worse."

Setting aside for a moment the
fact that, out of all the programs
mentioned, defending the nation
is the only constitutionally man-
dated obligation of the federal
government (something one
might assume a "constitutional

scholar" would know), consider
the fact that the United States
Senate, controlled by Obama's
party and run by his lackey,
Harry Reid, has not passed a
budget since April 2009.

Don't the American people at
least "deserve a vote" on that, Mr.
President?

© 2013 by Doug Patton -
Doug Patton describes himself as
a recovering political speech-
writer who agrees with himself
more often than not.

Gun violence victims not the only ones who “Deserve a Vote”



TWO NEW PROGRAMS
Diabetes Prevention: Boys & Girls Club of Bay Mills has received funding through
Indian Health Service for “On the T.R.A.I.L. (Together Raising Awareness for Indian Life)
to Diabetes Prevention,” which provides youth, ages 8 to 10, with a comprehensive under-
standing of healthy lifestyles aimed at helping to prevent diabetes. Members draw from
tribal traditions and history to learn about nutrition, food choices and the impact of dia-
betes.  They then apply decision-making and goal-setting skills in the Physical Activity
Challenge and engage in service projects to improve healthy lifestyles in their communi-
ties. Woven through the program are self-esteem and prevention activities. 
Obesity Prevention: Inter-Tribal Council of Michigan has awarded a grant from the
Michigan Department of Community Health to Boys & Girls Club of Bay Mills to pro-
mote increased physical activity and improved nutrition for children in kindergarten
through grade six. The program aligns with strategies outlined in the Michigan Health and
Wellness 4x4 Plan, which contains the state’s priorities for obesity prevention over the
next five years. This is to be accomplished by the inclusion of three key activities:
Implementation of the SPARK physical activity curriculum, the USDA My Pyramid for
Kids curriculum, and Promotion of the MDCH 4x4 healthy behaviors, which include
increasing physical activity, improving nutrition, decreasing commercial tobacco use and
promoting annual physical exams. Call Sandy at 248-8575 for more information.

SMART Moves: Skills Mastery & Resistance Training
Teaching Our Club Members To Make Strong, Healthy Choices About Life.

New Sessions Starting Soon!

T.R.A.I.L.
Together Raising Awareness For Indian Life

Diabetes Prevention: Learning To Make Positive Lifestyle Choices
Wednesday, 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the Brimley Club
Thursday, 4 to 5 p.m. at the Bay Mills Club

Mentoring: Help Shape The World
Make A Positive Impact And Build A Lasting Relationship

Volunteers Wanted: Be A Positive Role Model

anishnaabemowin!
Language Activities Paired With Cultural Ats & Crafts
Mondays and Wednesdays at the Bay Mills Club

Thursdays at the Brimley Club

traditional drumming
Mike Willis Teaches The Basics To Our Young Warriors

(Young Women Welcome)
Tuesday, 5 to 6:30 p.m. At The Bay Mills Club

teen adventure camp: 

Are you up for the challenge?

power hour homework lab ... 

offered daily at each club

this is just the beginning ...
there’s too much fun to include in one ad!
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“The POSITIVE Place for Kids”

“Our Mission: To inspire and enable all young people,
especially those who need us most, to reach their full
potential as productive, responsible, caring citizens.”

CURRENT STAFF
~ All staff offices are housed in the Waishkey Center ~
• Sandra Walden, Director 
..................................... 248-8575, sawalden@baymills.org
• Tom Ranta, Unit Director, Brimley Club 
.......................................... 248-8572, tjranta@baymills.org
• Kimarie Manabat, Program & Mentor Coordinator
.....................................248-8577, kmanabat@baymills.org
• Raelene Menominee, Program Coordinator
................................248-8576, rmenominee@baymills.org
• Jamie Waybrant, Program Aide/Mentor Coordinator
.................................... 248-8571, jwaybrant@baymills.org
• Brad Cameron, Program Aide
................................... 248-8570, bpcameron@baymills.org
• Angie Semaskey, TRAIL Coordinator
.................................... 248-8573, asemaskey@baymills.org
• YOUTH STAFF: Darryl Cameron III, Haley Shaw,
Jazlyn Walden-Parker, Garrett Schofield.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW STAFF:
We would like to welcome Brad Cameron to the Boys & Girls Club. 
He joined our staff last August and has been a wonderful addition 
to our team. Also, we would l;ike to welcome our TRAIL team:
Angie Semaskey, TRAIL Coordinator, and her Youth Leaders,

Jazlyn Walden-Parker and Garrett Schofield.

Club Hours:
Bay Mills ... Open to members ages 5 to 18 (5-year-olds must attend
kindergarten for 1 month prior to beginning membership)

Monday through Friday, 3:30 to 6:30 p.m.
~~~

Brimley ... Open to members ages 7 to 18
Monday through Friday, 3:15 to 6:30 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE

Highlighted Programs

Community Meeting: Wednesday, Mar. 13 at
5:30 p.m. at the Waishkey Center.
Community Presentation: Mark Rudolph,
Tuesday, Apr. 9 from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Waishkey
Center. (Visit www.promise2ryan.com or
www.familiesagainstnarcotics.org for more
information).
Gym closed: Monday, Mar. 4 to Wednesday,
Mar. 20, the gym will be closed for renovations.

fun activities!

cultural teachings!
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BRIMLEY — Brimley
Elementary School has selected its
Students of the Month for January,
based on academics and citizen-
ship.
Natalie Albrough is a caring and

studious student. She is diligent in
her studies and helps her fellow
classmates. Natalie has a caring and
respectful nature and is a leader
with our Bays Ways. — Mrs. Jones

Autumn Halvorsen is a very
congenial and polite young lady.
She harbors many musical talents
and plays flute and percussion in
the school band. She also takes
piano lessons, performing on vari-
ous occasions in church. She partic-
ipated in basketball this year, too.
She loves to read and you can
always find a book in her hands.
Autumn has made the Honor Roll
for both marking periods and all
marking periods last year. — Mrs.
Osborne

Marcus Harris works very hard
to be the best student he can be. He
often struggles with math concepts
so he is going to the Boys & Girls
Club to try to be a better math stu-
dent. He is a cheerful person and

always has a smile on his face,
which makes all the other students
and his teacher happy and comfort-
able. Marcus is always willing to
lend a helping hand to others and is
very popular with his peers. —
Mrs. Hutchins

Hunter Heck is a quiet young
man who comes to class prepared
to learn. He follows the Bays Ways
and is a positive example to every-
one in the class. He is friendly and
kind to those around him. Hunter
completes his work neatly and turns
it in on time. — Mrs. Ver Strate

Betty Kovas is a great teacher’s
helper and works very well, both
independently and with a group.
She works hard and puts forth
excellent effort on every assign-
ment. She always turns in her
homework and will greet anyone
who enters the classroom with a
giant smile. Betty is a very respon-
sible and kindhearted young lady.
— Mrs. Schaedler

Elsie McGuire is a student who
enters the room and quickly starts
to work. She is a hardworking stu-
dent who gives her best effort. She
has a never give up attitude, even

on the most difficult tasks. Her
work ethic and positive attitude are
contagious. She is a student who
can be counted on to follow the
rules and is an example to her class-
mates. Elsie treats everyone with
kindness and respect and is always
willing to help with any task. —
Mrs. Gross

Matthew McGuire is very
responsible and a hard worker. He
is always willing to help in our
classroom and can be counted on to
consistently get his assignments
completed on time. He is making
greater effort on neatness and giv-
ing his best effort on his work.
Matthew works well with others
and has a positive attitude. — Mrs.
Hope 

Sadie McGuire comes to class
with a positive attitude and ready
to learn. She has her homework
completed and does her best in all
of her subjects. She is helpful and
kind to everyone in the class. Sadie
is a good role model to her class-
mates. — Mrs. Ver Strate

Cian Parish is a hard worker
who puts his best effort into all of
his work. He is always kind to oth-
ers and helpful. Cian is a steady
kind of guy. — Mrs. Ellis.

Maddox Ranta is a very polite
young man who remembers to use
his manners in all situations. He is
an excellent listener who always
follows the school rules and can be
counted on to work hard on every
assignment and follow the direc-
tions. His hard work has helped
him make great progress in all aca-
demic areas. Maddox will do what-
ever is asked of him and always
tries very hard to please. — Mrs.
Hill. 

Sarah Rosa is a very kind, soft-
spoken and respectful young lady.
She never complains and works
well with everyone in our class-
room. She is not scared to ask a
question or ask for help when she
needs it. Sarah takes pride in her
work, always turning in her best
effort. — Mrs. Teeple

Kassidy Stone is a thoughtful,
polite young lady who is taking
charge of her own learning. She
can be counted on to try to do
whatever is asked of her and to do

her best work. She is reliable and
follows all the Bays Ways. Kassidy
has a great attitude. —  Ms.
Hoffman

Chendra Tremblay is a great
student who always tried hard and
does her best. She also takes the
time to make her pictures look
great by coloring nicely. Her deter-
mination to always do her best has
helped her to make great strides
this year. She is a very helpful girl
who can be counted on to pick up
after herself and continue to clean
until everything is put back in
place. Chendra is a great listener
and follows directions the first
time. — Mrs. Hill

Simon Whealy tries his best all
throughout the day. He sets a great
example for the rest of the students
in following the Bays Ways. He
enters the classroom every day
with a smile and a positive attitude.
Simon is becoming a great reader
and always gets his work done. —
Mrs. Kelso
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RONALD D. SOBER
COREY J. SOBER

105 W. Water Street
Sault Ste. Marie, MI   49783

Gallagher
Benefit Services, Inc.

906-635-5238

Brimley announces January Students of the Month

TOPS IN JANUARY — Selected as Students of the Month for January at Brimley Elementary School: Front
row, L-R are Betty Kovas, Kassidy Stone, Cian Parish, Maddox Ranta and Chendra Tremblay. Back row, L-R are
Natalie Albrough, Autumn Halvorsen, Sadie McGuire, Marcus Harris, Hunter Heck and Matthew McGuire.
Missing from photo: Elsie McGuire, Sarah Rosa and Simon Whealy.  SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

RUNNER-UP— Bay Mills tribal member and 5th grade student
Trevor Moran at Brimley Elementary School is shown receiving his rib-
bon at the District Spelling Bee on Feb. 6 in Pickford. Moran was
named an alternate. Trevor is the son of Stefanie and Terry Moran of
Brimley.                               SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS
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400 Ashmun St. • Sault, MI
906-635-9150 • 800-593-5943

JEWELRY    •    GIFTWARE

WE BUY GOLD!

Bring your unwanted gold 
to us and we’ ll give you an 

on-the-spot estimate.

Jordan’s Wyatt Earp Burger: A grilled burger topped with sauteed 
mushrooms, onions, chedder cheese and deadwood sauce on a sesame Kaiser
bun, with herb roasted potato wedges.

“STAY CONNECTED”

mandarin chicken salad: A marinated grilled chicken breast on a bed of 
harvest greens topped with toasted coconut, mandarin oranges and toasted
almonds with sweet lime dressing.

Web Site: sooantlers.com
Facebook: sooantlers
Twitter: the antlers_mi

Or, send us your email address to receive
great specials and discounts.
Email: theantlers@att.net

open 11 am - 7 days a week 906-253-1728

3 Limited time lunch 
offers: $8.99 each

Deli ham. dill pickle,
coleslaw, onion, lettuce
and horseradish sauce
on toasted Cuban sub
roll, with herb roasted
potato wedges.

dylan’s super ham slam

Birthdays • Holidays • Weddings 
Graduations • Showers 

ALL OCCASIONS

Dani Donnay  906.440.2394
www.brimleycakes.com

It ’s a Piece of Cake!

567 ASHMUN ST.
SAULT STE. MARIE, MI  49783

906-632-3367

HOUSE OF BARGAINS
Complete Home Furnishings

And Floor Covering

TIKI TIMES THREE — The third annual Tiki on Ice fundraiser was held on the Back Bay on Friday, Feb.
1. Organized by several Bay Mills Indian Community members who are longtime friends, the event raised
$1,728. This year the funds will go towards medical expenses for Bill Carrick, who is fighting Myelodysplastic
Syndrome and Ciarah Rose Carrick, who needs surgery to correct a form of strabismus, an eye condition.
Pictured are several of the event organizers: (Front, L-R) Dawn LeBlanc, Sue Carrick, Paula Carrick, Vicki
Newland and Deb Murphy. (Back, L-R) Diane Solberg, Tony LeBlanc, Greg Parker and Terry Carrick. 

SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

DINING ELEGANTLY? — On Jan. 25, the two kindergarten classes at Brimley Elementary School learned
proper etiquette at the annual “Elegant Dining” event. Students in Mrs. Hill’s class are: Ethan Cameron,
Addison Carrick, Memphis Courser, Jayna Hunt, Bailey Anargyros-Johnson, Summer Kinney, Andrew
LeBlanc, Lawrence LeBlanc, Wasaya LeBlanc, Trey Lynn, Gabriel Lyons, Dominic Miller, Mark Osborne,
Maddox Ranta, Kaylee Sylvester, Savannah Taylor, Caden Teeple, Phoenix Thompson, Chendra Tremblay and
Christian Williams. In Mrs. Hoffman’s class: Morgan Barnes, Jordin Brugman, Trevor Buriak, Calix Craven,
Addison Hill, Shane Kincheloe, Brennah LaFord, Jason LaPonsie, Cameron LeBlanc, Conlin McManus, Evan
Mills, Jaydon Niemi-Alcorn, Clay Palosaari, Damian Schwiderson, Dale Semasky, Makaelah-Rae Shaw,
Benjamin Smart, Evin Smart, Kassidy Stone, Elizabeth Stuart, Andrew Teeple Jr. and Harmony Warner.

Kindergarten classes attempt elegance

Tiki on Ice holds third annual event
to help raise funds for medical costs



SAULT STE. MARIE — The
Eastern Upper Peninsula’s Regional
Michigan History Day competition
was held on Thursday, Jan. 31 at
Lake Superior State University.  

More than 1,000 students partici-
pated in local History Day events,
and more than 200 were selected to
advance to the regional level. The
regional event adhered to the stan-
dards outlined in the National
History Day program, and winners
will have the opportunity to com-
pete at the state-level competition to
be held on April 27, at Saginaw
Valley State University.

In the local region, students in
grades four to 12 participated.
Students conducted research related
to an annual theme and presented
their findings in one of five cate-
gories: exhibits, documentaries, per-
formances, papers, and websites.
The purpose  is to enhance students
in their historical inquiry, critical

thinking, and problem-solving skills
through participation in this event.

Results are as follows:
Susan Schacher Memorial Award

(presented by the River of History
Museum Board to an outstanding
entry with a Michigan History
focus):  Caitlyn Scornaiencki –
Washington Elementary School

Exhibit: Youth Division
1st place (Individual) – Lauren

Arthur – Soo Township Elementary
2nd place (Individual) – Natalie

Albrough – Brimley Elementary
School

3rd place (Individual) – Spencer
Hazley – Lincoln Elementary
School

1st place (Group) – Kalista
Perron and Korrin Perron – Brimley
Elementary School

1st place (Group) – Martha
Krans and Adria Shook – Joseph K.
Lumsden Bahweting School

2nd place (Group) – Taylor

Pavey and Emily Rowe –
Tahquamenon Area Schools

3rd place (Group) – Hannah
Coneset and Makayla Frappier –
Soo Township School

Junior Division
1st place (Individual) – Hunter

Clark – Tahquamenon Area Schools
2nd place (Individual) – Taylor

Atkinson – Sault Area Middle
School

3rd place (Individual) – Allyson
Burke – Sault Area Middle School

1st place (Group) – Kayla
Andary and Kristen LaPrade – Sault
Area Middle School 

2nd place (Group) – Lyndsey
Johnson and Jaelynn Vert – Sault
Area Middle School

3rd place (Group) – Esther and
Emily Berkompas – Rudyard Area
Schools

Senior Division
1st place (Individual) – Dorianne

Shaffer – Brimley Area Schools
2nd place (Individual) – Robert

Autore – DeTour Area Schools
3rd place (Individual) – Noreen

Maloney – Rudyard High School
Documentary- Youth Division
1st place (Individual) – Caitlyn

Scornaiencki – Washington
Elementary School 

2nd place (Individual) – David
Gilbert – Soo Township Elementary
Schoolf

Junior Division
1st place (Group) – Sydney

Rechner and Kaela Markstrom –
Sault Area Middle School 

2nd place (Group) – Ben
Reattoir, Darren Lagendorf, and
Bob Folkenhagen – Sault Area
Middle School 

3rd place (Group) – Jacob
Hotlen, Anthony Anastasi, Jacob
Parr, and Connor Tetzlaff – Sault
Area Middle School 

Senior Division
1st place (Individual) – Nolan

Hartman – DeTour Area Schools 
1st place (Group) – Hannah

Aldridge, Holly Burton, Katelyn
LaPoint, Taylor Lazarz, and
Savannah                  Mickelson –

DeTour Area Schools 
2nd place (Group) – Zack Kelly

and Millie Reed – Detour Area
Schools 

Website-Youth Division
1st place (Individual) –

Katherine Marger – Washington
Elementary School 

2nd place (Individual) – Hannah
DeNuccio-McShane – Washington
Elementary School

3rd place (Individual) – Dillon
Curtis – Soo Township Elementary
School 

Junior Division
1st place (Individual) – Madison

Wilkie – DeTour Area Schools
2nd place (Individual) – Haley

Alaspa – Sault Area Middle School
3rd place (Individual) – Moriah

Reed – DeTour Area Schools
1st place (Group) – Alexander

Johnson and Robert Eitrem – Sault
Area Middle School

2nd place (Group) – Emma
Horton and Journey Gleason – Sault
Area Middle School

3rd place (Group) – Kaitlyn
Goodman and Mackenzie Knutsen –
Joseph K. Lumsden Bahweting
School

Senior Division
1st place (Individual) – Matt

Gratowski – DeTour Area Schools
2nd place (Individual) – Hannah

Reed – DeTour Area Schools
3rd place (Individual) – Autumn

Mandell – DeTour Area Schools 
1st place (Group) – Matthew

Burns and Ben Koster – DeTour
Area Schools

Performance- Youth Division
1st place (Individual) – Madison

Brown – Soo Township Elementary
1st place (Group) – Onelle

Cryderman, Taylor Zoerner, Faith
Cryderman, and Hailey Fetterhoff –
Soo Township Elementary School

2nd place (Group) – Lauryn
Wood, Emily McLean, Riley Jewell,
Evan Jones, and Kaitlyn Smith –
Soo Township Elementary School

3rd place (Group) – Alexys
Leach and Ayla Kilponen – Lincoln
Elementary School

Junior Division
1st place (Individual) – Victoria

Vining – Sault Area Middle School
1st place (Group) – Brittany

Rupprecht, Lydia Gilbert, and
Shaina Sauro – Sault Area Middle
School

Paper-Youth Division
1st place (Individual) – Bonnie

Li – Soo Township Elementary
2nd place (Individual) – Danielle

Jackson – Joseph K. Lumsden
Bahweting School

Junior Division
1st place (Individual) – Madison

Picotte – Sault Area Middle School
2nd place (Individual) – Tori

Gamelin – Sault Area Middle
School

3rd place (Individual) – Ryan
Sanderson – Sault Area Middle
School

Senior Division
1st place (Individual) – Laura

Lult – DeTour Area Schools
All winners were awarded with a

certificate and a ribbon.
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FEBRUARY IS AMERICAN HEART MONTH
(Information from http”//www.cdc.gov)

° Heart disease is the leading cause of death for men and women.
° Heart disease is preventable and controllable.
° If you have ever been diagnosed with high blood pressure, high

cholesterol, cardiovascular disease, coronary heart disease, heart
failure, heart attack, angina, arrhythmias, diabetes, stroke, or
being overweight, you are at risk.

° For many of these, you will not have symptoms in earlier stages
and feel completely healthy.

° The key is to prevent worsening of the conditions.

PREVENTION
° Regular visits with your primary provider to monitor blood

pressure, cholesterol, weight and help with quitting smoking.
° Eat a healthy diet; limit salt.
° Maintain a healthy weight.
° Exercise regularly; recommend 30 minutes 5 times per week.
° Don’t smoke.
° Limit alcohol intake.
° Manage diabetes.
° Take your medicine.

SYMPTOMS OF HEART ATTACK
° Pain or discomfort in chest, neck, jaw OR back.
° Feeling weak, lightheaded or faint.
° Pain or discomfort in shoulder or arm.
° Shortness of breath.
° If experiencing one or more of these symptoms, call 911.

Your health is important and routine exams can 
prevent and detect concerns early. Please call the

Bay Mills Health Center at 906-248-5527
and schedule a routine chronic condition follow-up if

you have not been seen in the past three months.

The Bay Mills Child Development
Center is currently accepting

applications for the 2013-2014
school year.

For more information, please call 
Andrea Shaw or Christel LeBlanc at 248-5820.

Services include the Creative Curriculum, free Head Start from 8 - 2
p.m., daycare services from 2 - 5 p.m., and  monthly parent training.
Head Start and Early Head Start can work in coordination with the
Intermediate School District to provide services for children with
physical, emotional and/or learning disabilities.

Give Your Child a Good Start ...
with Head Start!

Co-Ed Flowers - And Gifts, Inc.
538 Ashmun St. • Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783
Ph. (906) 632-2601 • www.coedflowers.com

Downtown Sault Ste. Marie Since 1930

EUP Regional Michigan History Day winners are announced

CANCER VS RIVALS — The fourth annual Cancer vs Rivals basket-
ball game between Brimley High School and Sault High School was held
Jan. 22 in the Brimley gymnasium. The Brimley boys defeated the Sault
in a close game by 5 points but the Lady Bays fell to the Sault girls’ team.
The event raised $8,370 and fulfilled the goal of Brimley Athletic
Director Milt Sutton: “To beat whatever Sault High raised last year.”
Over $1,000 was received in donations, and about $3,000 in t-shirt
sales. Elementary School events raised over $500, and special fundrais-
ers at the game netted $350. Both winners of the 50/50 raffles donated
their winnings to the tune of $615 and the tailgate part served 165 peo-
ple and made $766 for the cause. Photo courtesy of Dawn Recla



By Bay Mills History Dept.

On Jan. 21, 1953 Fr. Joseph
Lawless ( at right), Jesuit Priest
of St. Catherine’s Catholic
Church in Bay Mills, wrote to R.
J. Riley of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs asking for an assignment
of land on Sugar Island for the
purpose of constructing a summer
camp for local Native children.
Riley wrote back that he could
not authorize such an assignment
but would pass the request along
to the area director for his recom-
mendation.  

The land would include the
community building already on
site. Bay Mills Tribal Chairman
William LeBlanc and John

Piquette of Sugar Island had each
written letters of approval for the
assignment. 

Although the History Dept.
could find no further correspon-
dence, the camp did come about.
It was named “Camp Baraga”
(above) after Frederick Baraga,
Catholic Missionary to the Native
people of the Upper Peninsula
and the first Bishop of the
Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie,
which later became the Diocese
of Marquette.  Many children
from Bay Mills as well as Sugar
Island, Sault Ste. Marie and as far
away as Watersmeet and
Hannahville attended.

Rob Bowen, a Bay Mills
member, says he attended Camp

Baraga when he was about 11 or
12.  He went there for two weeks
in the summer for two years in a
row.  They swam in the river and
traveled to other areas of the
Island for fun also.  He remem-
bers they had mass and catechism
every day.  

Walt Parish remembers each
morning they were broken into
teams named after an animal and
each team was assigned chores to
do.  He said the Bears might be
doing the dishes that day, for
instance.  

He and his brother Dave would
take turns going.  It was hard on
the family for both to be gone at
the same time so one would go
for the first week and then the

other would go for the last week.  
For fun they played baseball,

had scavenger hunts and were
taken on picnics across the island.
They also swam in the channel
with the big lake freighters pass-
ing close by.   On the last day of
camp they had a really big picnic

and their families would come
and join them.  

He remembers that the camp
was still running in 1960 when Fr.
Lawless asked him and Bob and
Irma Parrish to go and get the
camp ready before the children
came that summer.
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Bay Mills Medical and Dental Clinics 
Operating Hours:

To make an appointment, or to cancel, please call:
Medical Clinic: 906-248-5527
Dental Clinic: 906-248-5578
Pharmacy: 906-248-2031

Behavioral Health: 906-248-3204

Most Insurances Are Accepted

Call for
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

Phone lines open at 8 a.m.

BAY MILLS HEALTH CENTER
12124 WEST LAKESHORE DRIVE

BRIMLEY, MI 49715

AFTER HOURS ACCESS  -- 906-203-4074
•Weeknights, weekends & holidays
• Speak with BMHC nursing staff

•Service available to BMHC patients

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!

MEDICAL OFFICE APPOINTMENTS:
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. M-F, except 
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.
DENTAL APPOINTMENTS:
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. M-F, except
Wednesday 8 a.m. to 11 a.m.

PHARMACY OPEN 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. M-F

Looking back at summers spent at Camp Baraga

Camp Baraga photo of children. Bay Mills boys pose for the camera.  If you can identify any of them, please
call the History Department at 906-248-8458 or 248-8459.  

Interested in subscribing to Bay Mills News?
Subscriptions are only $15 a year. Send your

check/money order to :
Bay Mills News

12140 W. Lakeshore Drive
Brimley, MI 49715

You can also pay online with PayPal at
www.baymillsnews.com
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STUFF’S
GIFT SHOP

Downtown Brimley
906-248-5888

Don’t wait ‘til you’re
in the doghouse. 

Give flowers NOW! 
Show the love!

Art LeBlanc
On Jan. 11, 2013 Arthur J.

LeBlanc, 65, of Bay Mills, Mich.
began his journey to the Spirit
World. Art was born Feb. 7, 1947
to the late Arthur and Marvine
(Teeple) LeBlanc in Detroit, Mich.
Art leaves behind many loving

family members including his
three sons, Daniel G. LeBlanc,
Leonard N. LeBlanc and Trevor J.
LeBlanc; two grandchildren,
Jayrwin LeBlanc and Tareva Jean
LeBlanc; six siblings, Jeanette
LeBlanc, Mike (Jeanette)
LeBlanc, Matthew (Margaret)
LeBlanc, John LeBlanc, Kelly
(Robin) Bedell and Howard
LeBlanc, all of Bay Mills; and
many nieces, nephews and
cousins.  Special friends include
George Bowen Jr., Mike Burton,
Crystal Church and Ambrose
Peshlakai.
Predeceasing Art are his par-

ents; his wife, Shelva Jean (Boyer)
LeBlanc; two brothers, Andrew A.
LeBlanc and Paul A. LeBlanc; and
two sisters, Lisa M. LeBlanc and
Gayle Rita LeBlanc.
Art was a Bay Mills Indian

Community member and a well-
known Native rights advocate, tra-
ditional practitioner, healer,
teacher and pipe carrier through-
out the area. He could be relied
upon to conduct ceremonies for
his community and many other
Indian communities. To know Art
was to know his passion for music
and playing guitar and his unique
sense of humor. Deep within his
spirit, Art loved his people and the
traditional teachings. He worked
hard and stubbornly held to his
convictions in hopes of instilling a
deeper sense of purpose and desire
in the younger generation.
Traditional services took place

Jan. 15 at Migizi Hall on the Bay
Mills Community College West
Campus. Clark Bailey Newhouse
Funeral Home assisted the family
with arrangements.

Jhon Whiteside
Jhon Jay Whiteside, 54, of

Sugar Island, Mich. died
Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013 at War
Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste.
Marie, Mich.
Jhon was born in Detroit on

Aug. 23, 1958 to the late Howard
and Sarah (Ross) Whiteside Sr. He
was a 1976 graduate of
Melvindale High School. Jhon
enjoyed shooting pool, hunting,
watching wildlife, fishing, and
gardening both vegetables and
flowers. He collected turtles and
antiques (junk). Jhon owned Soo
Collision and was a member of
the NRA and Ducks Unlimited.
He is survived by a daughter,

Ruth Whiteside of Sault Ste.
Marie; two brothers, Norm
(Debbie) Whiteside of Dearborn
and Howard Whiteside Jr. of
Lincoln Park; as well as many
nieces, nephews, and friends.
He is preceded in death by his

parents, and a sister, Kim Olson.

Bonnie Halvorsen
Bonnie Jean Halvorsen, 79, of

Brimley, Mich., passed away on
Tuesday, Feb. 5, 2013 at War
Memorial Hospital in Sault Ste.
Marie, surrounded by her family.
She was born June 6, 1933 in

Manistique, the daughter of the
late Raynard Larson and Marvel
Kimball. Her father died when she
was 3 years old. Her mother mar-
ried Carl “Inky” Anderson when
she was 7. Bonnie graduated from
Manistique High School class of
1952.
Bonnie married Joseph

Halvorsen on April 15,1952. The
couple had five children and
remained in the Manistique area
until 1963. Bonnie was the wife of
a State Park Manager and this
resulted in moves to Hancock,
Grand Haven, Brimley, Paradise
and Marquette. 
She and Joe built their retire-

ment home in Brimley in 1990, to

be near their children and grand-
children. The couple spent their
retirement winters in Las Vegas
for many years. They loved to pull
the slots.
Bonnie was a member of the

St. Francis Xavier Parish and the
Bay Mills exercise group.
She enjoyed her Tuesday after-

noon movie outings and enjoyed
watching her grandchildren play
basketball. Each year the family
and extended family enjoyed a
picnic and swimming in the
Lower Tahquamenon Falls. Most
Sunday afternoons the entire fam-
ily gathered at ‘Moms” for coffee
and conversation.
Survivors include her five chil-

dren, Debra (Duane) Piche, Dawn
Parish, Jim (Roxie) Halvorsen,
Joe (Arlene Freeman) Halvorsen
and Karla (Don ‘’Pickle”) Myers,
all of Brimley; 14 grandchildren,
Amy (Fiore) Cappelli, Renee
(Bob) Johnson, Sally (Jacques
DeMolen) Piche, Megan (Hugh)
Clarke, Alan Parish, Lauren
Halvorsen, Autumn Halvorsen
and Mike Myers, all of Brimley,
Jeff Parish and Jamie Myers of
Sault Ste. Marie, Rick Myers of
Ann Arbor, Steffen (Andrea)
Halvorsen of Muskegon and
Nathan Halvorsen and Craig
Halvorsen of Grand Rapids; great
grandchildren, Fiore and Dante
Cappelli, Garrett and Darren
Johnson, Brezlyn and Boston
Halvorsen and Karson Kennedy.
Bonnie was preceded in death

by her parents and step father; her
husband of 53 years, Joseph; sis-
ter, Sylvia DeVine; brother-in-
law, Lauren DeVine; and son-in-
law, Alan Parish.
Her funeral mass was held at

St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Brimley, Saturday, Feb. 9 with Fr.
Augustine Jacob officiating.
Burial will be in Oaklawn Chapel
Gardens.
In lieu of flowers, memorial

contributions may be left to the St.

Francis Xavier parish or the
Joseph and Bonnie Halvorsen,
Lake Superior State University
Memorial Scholarship Fund —
Natural Resources.

Richard Assiginack
Richard “Moose” Assiginack

of Brimley, Mich. passed away at
War Memorial Hospital in Sault
Ste. Marie, Mich. on Feb. 9, 2013.
He was born in Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario, Canada to Wayne P. and
Carolyn (Teeple) Assiginack Sr.
on Sept. 12, 1967.
Richard resided in Alaska most

of his life. He was a tow truck
operator in Fairbanks, Alaska for
20 years. He enjoyed NASCAR
and riding his Buell motorcycle.
He loved to cook and was great at
it, especially his famous egg rolls.
He also enjoyed hunting. He
enjoyed most everything with his
brother Wayne. The two were
inseparable: cars, trucks, motor-
cycles and Alaska. Rich and
Wayne were like two peas in a
pod. Where one brother was, the
other would always follow. 
He met Bonnie and they have

cooked an amazing feast ever
since. Even though he was protec-
tive of his sister Sherry, and
always looking after her, he’d tell
his mom to “Put the Brat on the
phone” when he’d call from
Alaska.
Richard is survived by his love,

Bonnie Rife of Brimley; his son,
Kyle Richard Dillon of Seattle,
Wash.; his sister, Sherry Lyn
Assiginack of Brimley, Mich.;
many, many friends; and two
cousins who were raised with
him, Tracy and Allen.
Richard was preceded in death

by his parents, and sadly, his
brother Wayne who passed away
recently.
Burial will take place at

Mission Hill Cemetery at a later
date. Memorial donations may be
left to Richard’s Family.

Willie Belanger
Wilson “Willie” Timothy

Belanger, 95, of Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich. died Feb. 11, 2013 at
Tendercare Nursing Home in
Sault Ste. Marie.
Willie was born Jan. 29, 1918

in Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. to the
late Timothy and Jane (Gilespie)
Belanger. After graduation he
joined the U.S. Coast Guard. In
1950, he married Cecilia Krull. 
Wilson worked as a switch ten-

der for the railroad. He loved driv-
ing all around and was always
willing to take others wherever
they needed to go. He was known
by many as “Whistling Willie” or
“Pretty Uncle.” Everyone regard-
ed Willie as the sweetest, kindest
man around.
He is survived by his three

sons, Keith (Dawinna “Punkin”)
Belanger of Texas, Gary (Janice)
Belanger of Kentucky and
Timothy Belanger of Sugar
Island, Mich.; a very special
niece, Gail (Steve) Glezen of
Sault Ste. Marie; his grandchil-
dren, Keith II, Shawn, Shane,
Shannon, Sheri, Tracy, Gary A.,
Michael and Brent; his great-
grandchildren, John C., Roger,
Tanner, Micah, Marshall, Garrett
and Heather, Hollie, Robert,
William, Chelsey and Ciara; his
great-great grandchildren, Abby
and Silas; sister-in-laws, Madge
(Connie) Schmitt and Grace
Solberg; brother-in-laws, Albert
Krull and Otto Krull; and many
nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by

his parents; his wife, Cecilia
Belanger; a granddaughter,
Annette; and two sisters, Opal
Dettman and June Fisher.
According to Willie’s wishes,

no public services were held,
however, a celebration of his life
will be held later this summer on
Sugar Island. 
Entombment will be at

Oaklawn Chapel Gardens.

Walking on 

names & faces .......

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! — Huddled
in the darkened gymnasium, stu-
dents at Brimley Elementary
School surprised their principal
with a resounding “Happy
Birthday!” when he entered and
the lights came on. Pete Routhier
marked his 50th birthday on Jan.
22 and students celebrated the
occasion by presenting him with
handmade birthday greetings.
SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS
NEWS

In remembrance of Gwen Helen
Holdsworth, March 26, 1951 –
Feb. 8, 2012. “Still living in our
hearts.”

Has it only been a year? It seems
so much longer. Your smile, your
laughter, your words of wisdom,
your loving arms are just a few of
the things I miss so much.
You don’t measure a person by

their work and awards. You meas-
ure them by the lives they touched
and the lessons they taught. Gwen
lived a joyous life. She gave of her-
self so freely and always with open
arms. She taught so many so much.
She taught me so much about love
and faith. I’m so thankful to have
been blessed with such a wonderful
role model. Thank you, sister. 
These are just a few things she

taught me and if you put them to
work in your life, you will be rich-
ly blessed: laugh often and love

much; appreciate beauty; find the
best in others; live a godly life; give
a little love to a child and you get a
great deal back; don’t be afraid to
get down on their level or get dirty.
Love has been called the most

effective motivational force in all
the world. When love is at work in
us, it is amazing how giving and
forgiving, understanding and toler-
ant, we can be.
The last line on her answering

machine was “The only condition
to love is to love without condi-
tion.” Tell someone you love them;
forgive someone; be a blessing and
be blessed. Remembering you with
great love, my sister. Thanks for
always lighting my way.
Faith, hope, love – JB

The family of George Shields would like to thank the personnel at
Hearthside Assisted Living Home for the loving care they provided to
him. 
Also, thanks to the VFW Auxiliary for their wonderful meal, to

Hovie Funeral Home for their kind assistance with arrangements and
to Rod Case for his fine eulogy at the funeral service. We also thank
all those who sent cards or donated to the VFW in George’s memory.

Thanks to the members of Bay Mills and Brimley communities for their
support and to all the fans who attended the Cancer vs Rivals basketball
games on Jan. 22 in the Brimley gym. 
Also thanks to all the volunteers who helped with the tailgate party and

silent auction. A special thanks goes out to the three men who did the
cooking in 20 below weather — Duck Duvall, Ron Lounds and Tim
Wilson — and to the Cancer vs Rivals committee members.
Milt Sutton, Brimley Area Schools Athletic Director

thank you ...

The Bowen family will be celebrating the 50th Golden Wedding
Anniversary of Robert and Delia Bowen on Saturday, Mar. 9 at 5 p.m. with
a potluck dinner at the Armella Parker Senior Center. Pop and coffee will be
available, otherwise, bring your own beverages. All family and friends of the
couple are encouraged to come along and enjoy this celebration with lots of
music, dancing, laughter and reminiscing.



BAY MILLS — Taking back
the state legislature in 2014 was
the motivation driving the 14th
annual winter tour of Mark
Brewer, Michigan Democratic
Party Chair. His weeklong trek
ended at Bay Mills Indian
Community on Friday. Feb 1.

“We had great attendance
throughout the trip,” Brewer
said, “while talking about the
upcoming election in 2014,
when terms end for Governor
Rick Snyder, Attorney General
Bill Schuette and Secretary of
State Ruth Johnson.” 

The party is also looking for
candidates to challenge the fol-
lowing incumbent Republicans
in 2014: State Representatives
Frank Foster of the 107th
District and Ed McBroom of the
108th District, State Senator
Tom Casperson of the 38th
District and Dan Benishek, U.S.
Congressman for Michigan’s 1st
Congressional District. All four
seats are partially or completely
in the Upper Peninsula.
It may be a difficult prospect.
The GOP took control of the
state during the 2010 midterm
elections, just in time to oversee
the redrawing of House districts
that occurs every decade follow-
ing the Census, thereby
strengthening the Republican
Party’s hand. Nevertheless,
Brewer is confident that the
Democratic Party’s message will
prevail.

The Lansing Republican

agenda of raising taxes on sen-
iors and middle class families
while slashing taxes for big cor-
porations is not a winner with
local voters, he explained. “In
addition, Tea Party Republican
Dan Benishek’s record in
Washington —  voting to gut
Medicare and defending tax
breaks for Big Oil — is out of
touch with Northern Michigan.”  

Carl Levin, senior U.S.
Senator for Michigan, will be up
for re-election in 2014, but
Brewer said there is no word yet
from his office if he will be run-
ning to keep the seat he has held
since 1979. “If he does,” he
said, “it will be hard for the
GOP to beat him. If he doesn’t
run, this will be a wide-open
race.”

To reach the goal of taking
back state control, Brewer said
the Democratic Party is calling
on talented people to step up to
advance Democratic values,
including those from Indian
Country. He pointed to the
recent attempt by Derek Bailey,
former chairman of Grand
Traverse Band of Ottawa and
Chippewa Indians, to win the
State House race for the 101st
District.

“We continue to encourage
tribal members to run for
office,” Brewer said. “There’s
lots of potential and we will do
anything we can to help. There
is no better representative than a
member of your own communi-
ty,” he emphasized.
Governor Rick Snyder’s recent
actions have fired up many

Democrats to seek a change in
leadership. His support to make
Michigan a “Right to Work”
state, an action that was ramrod-
ded through the lame duck legis-
lature in December 2012, is now
the subject of a lawsuit concern-
ing the undemocratic process
used to enact it.
Also a bone of contention with
State Democrats is the new
emergency manager law Snyder
signed Dec. 27, only weeks after
Michigan voters repealed a sim-
ilar law. Although some modifi-
cations were included, one of
which is the ability to remove an
emergency manager after one
year, the new law will not be
subject to voter referendum
since a financial appropriation
for the position was inserted.
Republicans also attempted to
make the “Right to Work” law
repeal-proof by attaching a
financial appropriation to the
measure for enforcing the law. 

Michigan’s constitution cre-
ated the referendum power for
voters to repeal laws, but also
included an exemption for budg-
et bills. Adding appropriations
has become a way to make sure
that unhappy voters cannot
repeal unpopular laws.
Brewer said his party stands
with the labor movement and is
looking into the possibility of
reversing the “Right to Work “
law or of filing more lawsuits,
as well as other options. He
pointed out that Snyder recently
admitted that the law would not
create any new jobs, as he once
claimed. “It’s purely payback

against unions,” Brewer added.
Another idea being considered
by the GOP is also under scruti-
ny by Democrats: making
changes to the Electoral College
rules. Currently, the popular
vote winner lays claim to all of
Michigan’s 16 electoral votes.
Republicans want to divvy them
up according to the popular win-
ner of each congressional dis-
trict, which lean in Republicans’
favor following their 2010 redis-
tricting effort.
Gov. Snyder recently said this
was not “the appropriate time”
to take such action, but added
that he’s open-minded about the
idea. Brewer remains wary.
“He said he wouldn’t pass a
“Right to Work” law and two
days later, he did. We can’t trust
him on the possibility of
Electoral College changes. We
are being diligent in watching
for any further action and
encourage voters to contact their
legislators and tell them they
object to any election rigging.”
What has happened to education

is also of great concern to state
Democrats. In the past decade,
state spending per student has
declined by 35 percent. “ T h e
governor is taking the state in
the wrong direction,” said
Brewer. “The $2.5 billion in cor-
porate tax cuts has not created
jobs. We need to invest in edu-
cation instead.”
The Michigan Democratic Party
supports the continuation of the
successful tactics that got
President Obama elected to a
second term, added Brewer. The
newly formed nonprofit,
Organizing for Action, plans to
use the Obama campaign’s mass
mobilization power to shape
public policy. “We see the GOP
as still obstructionist and that’s
terrible,” he said. “They must be
persuaded to support President
Obama’s agenda.”
Brewer, who has held the office
of State Democratic Chair for 18
years, will be up for re-election
at the Michigan Democratic
Party State Convention to be
held Feb. 23 in Detroit.
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18988 S. Mackinac Trail
Rudyard MI 49780

906-478-5331
www.tricountyrudyard.com

956 East Portage Avenue
Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783

906-635-6887

DONDEE SPECIALSDONDEE SPECIALS

Trivia on Thursdays!

Bands Friday & Saturday nights!

Sundays After 6 p.m. - $1 a Game!

tthhee  ‘‘ ttaaxx  ddooccttoorr’’
Federal & State 
Tax Preparation

500 E. Spruce, Sault Ste. Marie MI  49783
906-632-7945

Years of Experience
Phyllis McKechnie, Registered Tax Return Preparer

EARTH STEWARDS — On Thursday, Jan. 24 Waishkey Bay Farms was awarded the 2012 Earth Steward
Award by the Conservation District at their annual meeting at Bruce Township Hall. The farm is a project
funded under the land grant status of Bay Mills Community College and is located at two sites: on M-221 in
Brimley and the West Campus of BMCC in Bay Mills Township. The Earth Steward Award is given to an indi-
vidual or organization that practices responsible governance and care for the sustainability of our natural
resources. Pictured left to right: Steve Yanni, BMCC director of research and extension; Casey Munz, farm
manager; Bill LeBlanc, agricultural assistant; and, Kent Dankenbring, district conservationist. 

State Dem Party Chair hopes for changes in 2014 
By Sharlene Myers

Bay Mills News

Timber tax workshop will provide
information on federal tax provisionsSAULT STE. MARIE — TheChippewa/Luce/Mackinac Conservation District’sForestry Assistance Program has announced it willorganize a workshop concerning federal tax provi-sions related to forestland management and timbersale income for forestland owners, natural resourceprofessionals, tax preparers and other interestedcitizens of Michigan’s Eastern Upper Peninsula. The workshop will feature the expertise ofKaren Potter-Witter, Ph.D. of Michigan StateUniversity, who holds over 30 years of professionalexperience in investment and financial analysis,forest economics and timber supply.Participants can expect to learn about forestmanagement expense deductions, how to minimizetimber sale income tax, capital gains treatment and

an introduction to Michigan’s Qualified ForestProperty Act and Commercial Forest Act.The workshop will take place March 5 from 6to 9 p.m. at the Soo Township Hall at 639 3 ½ MileRoad in Sault Ste. Marie. There is a $20 fee per fam-ily for interested parties who respond to theDistrict Forester by March 1. The fee will be $25after that date.Michigan Department of Agriculture and RuralDevelopment, Michigan Department of NaturalResources, Michigan State University Extensionand Michigan Association of Conservation Districtsare sponsors of the workshop.To sign up or for more information, call DistrictForester Patrick Blanzy at 906-62-9611, ext. 109 oremail to patrick.blanzy@macd.org.



BAY MILLS — With ice cov-
ered roads and walkways underfoot,
the time was right to take a look at
preventing falls. 

Hosted by the Bay Mills
Community Health program during
the elders’ lunch at the Armella
Parker Building on Thursday, Feb.
7, “Falls: A Health Crisis For
Seniors” was presented by Gary
Gustafson, injury prevention coor-
dinator, from the Trauma
Department at Marquette Hospital
System in cooperation with the
Oakwood Management team.

The statistics are troubling.
Nationwide each year, one out of
three people over 65 falls and, every
35 minutes, an elder dies from a fall,
according to Gustafson. Falls are
the leading cause of injury deaths
for elders and of all traumatic brain
injuries. In 2010, Marquette
Hospital treated more patients from
ground level falls than from crashes
in cars, snowmobiles, motorcycles
and ATVs combined. 

Older people are more suscepti-
ble to falls because they are more
likely to suffer from dementia,
strokes, arthritis, osteoporosis, dia-
betes and high or low blood pres-
sure. Also age-related changes in
muscle and bone strength, vision,

hearing and coordination, as well as
multiple medication use can
increase the chances of falling.

Some of these health related
problems are not easily resolved but
falling due to environmental causes
can be controlled. About half of all
falls happen at home due to poor
lighting, loose carpet edges, lack of
rails in bathrooms and unsecured
cords on phones and lamps or oxy-
gen tubing.

Some health problems cannot be
remedied, but there are some steps
that can be taken. Exercise regular-
ly to increase leg strength and
improve balance. Gustafson partic-
ularly recommended Tai Chi pro-
grams and there is a program in
Sault Ste. Marie: Tai Chi Northern
Life, reachable by phone at 906-
635-2921.

Other recommendations are to
have your health care provider
review your medicines for any side
effects or interactions and have your
vision checked at least once a year.

Also, there are ways to make
your home safer and lessen the
chances of a fall. Remove things
you can trip over from stairs;
remove throw rugs; keep often used
items easily available without using
a step stool; install grab bars in
bathtubs or showers; install brighter
lights throughout the house; have a
light source close to the bed if you

get up during the night; and have
handrails and lights on all staircas-
es. 

And finally, there is maneuver-
ing on snow and ice. In northern
Michigan, winter weather is some-
thing that must be dealt with. If you
fall, Gustafson recommends that
you relax and roll as much as possi-
ble. This will help lessen the impact
and may prevent breaking bones.
Protect your head as much as possi-
ble by keeping it up and away from
impact with the ice.
Wear good winter boots and slip a
pair of grippers over them.

Gustafson cautioned that the grip-
pers must be removed immediately
once indoors as they become dan-
gerously slippery on smooth sur-
faces. For those who use canes,
attach a cane pick to the end. Again,
be sure to flip it back when going
indoors as it, too, can be very slip-
pery on smooth surfaces.
In the senior population, hip frac-
tures cause the greatest number of
deaths and lead to the most severe
health problems and reduced quality
of life. Although the actual fracture
can easily be fixed nowadays, the
average hospital stay is one week

and 25 percent stay in long-term
care for at least a year. This inactiv-
ity and ensuing weakness can result
in many other life-threatening prob-
lems developing. 

With increased awareness and a
proactive approach, the potential of
falling and suffering a life-changing
injury can be reduced, Gustafson
concluded. To assist in the effort, he
raffled off several pairs of shoe grip-
pers and a pick up stick. Winners
were Don Brown, Allyn Cameron,
Kate Menominee and Diane Teeple.
For more information, call
Gustafson at 906-225-4615.
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U.P. MEDICAL
MASSAGE THERAPY

U.P. Medical 
Massage Therapy

Call To Schedule Appointments:
906-635-5167 

or Andrea at  906-440-4411

upmassagetherapy@yahoo.com

LOCATIONS: 
WMH Rehab Building

Mukwa Health & Fitness Center
Kinross Urgent Care Clinic

SERVICES:
One hour - $48; half  hour - $25. 

Gift certificates available
Payroll deductions slips available. 

for all WMH employees. 
Some insurances may apply.

MEDICAL INJURY/MASSAGE
• Auto Accidents 

• Workmen’s Comp

• Sports Injuries
• Chronic & Acute Pain
•Pre/Post Surgery 

U.P. Medical Massage Therapy takes great pride in the ability 
to help injured clients and athletes reach their full potential. 

We have specialized in Sports Massage Therapy,  
Injury Rehab/Prevention and Therapeutic Deep Tissue.

Barish’s Annual
YELLOW BAG DAYS SALE
THE SALE GOES ON ...  

... UNTIL IT’S GONE!!
50% OFF

ALL SALE TICKETED 
MERCHANDISE

No Layaways
All Sales Final

Footwear & Apparel
Established 1913

Downtown Sault, MI 906-635-9885

Comfortable 2 bedroom, 1 bath country
home sitting on partially wooded 11.8
acres, set back from road in a quiet set-
ting with lots of wildlife and minutes away
from all area communities.  Features a
recently redone bathroom, fresh paint in
bedrooms, brick wood burning fireplace,
2-car attached garage. Located on NE
corner of M-129 and 12 Mile Road. Call
MAXX and schedule your showing today.

MAXINE ANDERSON, REALTOR®
Business (906) 632-9696
Cell  (906)-440-3598
Fax (906)635-7650
E-mail maxine@smith-company.com
www.smith-company.com
3291 I-75 Business Spur
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783

Maxx Anderson
Your Realtor By Choice

... Not By Chance

Advice provided to seniors on how to prevent falls
By Sharlene Myers
Bay Mills News

BINGO! — Sponsored by Bay Mills Community Health and the Elders Program, a healthy-heart event took
place at Armella Parker Senior Center, appropriately enough on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14. Following lunch, the
elders received health education in a fun setting and took part in a survey being conducted for a Home Health
grant. Then the serious business began as the daubers came out and the elders waited for Joan Jerman to call
out their lucky numbers. Two of the earliest winners were Audrey Lyons and Sharon Brown, L-R. 

SHAR MYERS/BAY MILLS NEWS

Vegetable juicing has
become a very popular
detox method that seems to
have gone viral recently. In
fact, the day after my article
ran last month, I found two
juicing articles complete
with diet plans in two of my
magazine subscriptions. 

Last month we talked about how
vegetable juicing works and what it can
do to your body. We also talked about
how controversial juicing is when it
comes to heath benefits. Some people
swear by it, claiming that it gives you a
boost of vitamins and minerals. Others
swear against it, claiming that juicing
takes away important fiber and drasti-
cally increases calorie and sugar intake. 

After all of my research, I still was
not satisfied, so I decided to see for
myself if juicing was simply another
passing fad or if we were all missing
out on something crucial. I did all of
my shopping for my juicing journey
the day before and I was shocked to see
how quickly the prices added up as I
added each item into my basket. 

I originally planned on doing the 10
day reboot but I quickly switched to the
five day plan instead when my basket
reached $100. I think all in all, I spent
close to $130, which was well beyond
what I planned on spending. I was
appalled when I realized that all of that
food would only last me five days to
only feed myself. Yet, I could actually
spend $30 less and buy enough food
for not only myself but for my husband
and have all of that food last nearly an
entire month! Could the added benefits
of juicing really have been that great
that the outrageous costs would bal-

ance out?
Another problem I

faced was that, while I was
on my juicing journey, my
husband was not. It is amaz-
ing how badly you want
something once it is taken
away. I found myself crav-
ing things I normally

wouldn’t: chips, French fries, cookies.
Simultaneously, I began to notice

that, since we were no longer eating
our meals together, my husband felt as
though he could only eat quick meals
that were often unhealthy or less
healthy than we normally ate. Worse
still, if I wasn’t on clean up duty after
my most recent meal, I was preparing
the next. Some recipes took close to an
hour prepare and/or cook.  Another
obstacle I faced on my juicing journey
was that my plan was not personalized.
I was more or less forced to eat the
foods that I didn’t like. Even before I
had a chance to consume a meal or a
juice I found myself dreading my next
meal. I was particularly shocked by
this, because no one can tell you better
than my own mother, that I have never
had a problem with eating my fruits
and vegetables. Of course, not all juic-
ing or rebooting experiences become a
living nightmare. Take great care when
designing your juicing plan. One of the
most important things to remember
while designing your juicing experi-
ence is to use credible sources. Talk to
a certified dietitian, or find credible
juicing websites complete with plans
that were created by dietitians. 

My biggest mistake was following
a pre-made plan that used ingredients I
was unfamiliar with, and did not like.

From my juicing experience, I learned
that I would have been far better off
substituting the less than desirable
ingredients like, kale or portabella
mushrooms, for spinach and white
mushrooms. Remember to use the
plans you find online as more of a
guideline than a rule. Set yourself up
for success! 

This would not only have satisfied
my taste buds, but would have saved
my wallet as well. If you’re not sure
about an ingredient or recipe, take the
time to try it ahead of time. It is also
important to find your support group
early on. Find someone who can help
you every step of the way and, if possi-
ble, actually join in on your experience
by juicing as well. 

Another key element to remember
when designing your plan is to docu-
ment everything. Keep a journal that
includes the meals you plan to eat, the
meals you actually eat, the times you
eat those meals, the liquids you con-
sume, and the emotions you feel during
the entire process. It is also extremely
important to keep a record of the suc-
cess and even the failures of your expe-
rience. 

The last piece of advice I would like
to share with you is to know your lim-
its. Depending on the intensity of your
juicing experience the first day or two
of your journey will be the hardest on
you. However, it is important to pay
special attention to your body and
know your limits. Juicing might make
you uncomfortable but it should not
make you experience pain or any seri-
ous discomfort and as always, talk to
your doctor before starting your new
juicing plan.

The results of my veggie juicing adventure

Healthy Bits
By Alison Walker



SAULT STE. MARIE — Lake
Superior State University’s Board
of Trustees moved ahead on its
school of business capital project,
reported progress on its presiden-
tial search committee and approved
six new public school academies
during a recent meeting on campus.
The board also approved sabbat-

ical leave for Profs. Kathy
Berchem, Nursing; Jason Swedene,
Humanities; and Brian Zinser,
Business; and heard reports on
enrollment, campus life, and
finance.
The university’s South Hall

Opportunity project seeks to raise
$3 million, which is the universi-
ty’s match to the $12 million, state-
supported project that will renovate
a former Fort Brady building for
the LSSU School of Business. The
two-phase project will renovate the
existing 32,000 sq. ft. building
while retaining the flavor of the
original Fort Brady brick exterior. 
Original portions of the former

fort barracks date to the early
1900s. The renovation will include
infrastructure upgrades as well as
classroom and office renovations.
The second project component

is an addition of approximately
12,000 sq. ft. to connect the origi-
nal two wings of the building to
form an atrium that creates an inter-
active commons with expanded
student interaction areas, new pro-
gram rooms, and support space.
“We have great progress toward

the $3 million needed for the uni-
versity’s match to the South Hall
project,” said LSSU Foundation
Executive Director Tom Coates.
“We’re not done – many leadership
proposals are still out there and
we’re going to a more public phase
of the campaign that is more broad-
based. We’re reaching out to our
business alumni and others.”
Coates noted that community

donors have been very generous
and supportive of the project, as
have several LSSU business pro-
gram alumni. The largest gift on the
project so far has been $150,000.
LSSU business program gradu-

ate Chuck Schmidt, a former LSSU
Board of Trustees member, is chair
of the fundraising committee for
the project. In his presentation at
the meeting, he thanked trustees
and LSSU administration for their
support of the project.
“Prospective donors to a project

like this want to see 100 percent
commitment from an organization
when they consider donating,”
Schmidt said. “We’re happy to say
that we have that with the board

and administration.”
Following the South Hall report,

in which Coates noted that the
Foundation has had one of its best
fund-raising years, the board
moved to certify to the state legis-
lature that it intends to proceed
with the project as scheduled.
Construction is scheduled to begin
in spring 2014.
Coates and trustees also paid

tribute to former LSSU Foundation
board member Betsy Demaray, a
recipient of the LSSU Outstanding
Alumna Award. Demaray, an active
Sault Ste. Marie community boost-
er, died Jan. 25 following a lengthy
illness.
During the board’s Personnel

Committee report, trustee Patrick
Egan presented his findings on the
board’s presidential search, saying
that a committee had been formed
and will be moving forward with a
professional executive search firm
to find a replacement for President
Tony McLain, who is retiring.
McLain’s contract runs until the
end of December 2013, with an
option to extend through June
2014.
Egan said he and trustees Ann

Parker and Rod Nelson worked
with LSSU Human Resources
Director Marta Warren to pull
together a 12-person committee of
campus and community members.
The committee’s membership will
be finalized in the coming weeks.
“We have a target of this autumn

for bringing a final candidate rec-
ommendation to the board,” Egan
said. “In the meantime, we will be
doing a survey with campus con-
stituents to identify the skill sets
that our candidates need – a good
description of the type of person
we’re looking for.”
Egan said the search progress

will be posted on a university web-
site, as it has been in the past,
including information on prospec-
tive candidates once the list gets
down to four or five individuals.
Board chair Jenny Kronk

thanked the three trustees for their
initial work and then appointed
trustee Scot Lindemann to replace
Nelson on the search committee, as
Nelson is unable to continue serv-
ing.
The number of LSSU public

school academies or charter
schools has grown significantly,
with trustees approving six more
schools during this meeting. Nick
Oshelski, director of public school
academies, said LSSU projects to
have 22 academies this fall serving
more than 8,000 students. 

LSSU chartered schools range
from as far south as the suburbs of
Detroit and Grand Rapids to its first
in the Upper Peninsula – DeTour
Arts and Technology Academy.
The schools approved during the

board meeting include:
Explorer’s Academy of Science

and Technology, Detroit, a K-12
college preparatory academy that
focuses on the sciences, technolo-
gy, engineering, the arts, and math-
ematics;
Michigan Health and Wellness

Academy, Ingham County, a K-8
Montessori school that merges aca-
demics with health and well-being;
Sarah J. Webber Media Arts

Academy, Highland Park, a K-12
academy with a focus on communi-
cation through media, including
radio broadcasting, video produc-
tion, television and film;
Momentum Academy, Hazel

Park, a pre-K through grade 12
academy focusing on college readi-
ness, based on the successful
“Teach Like a Champion” model of
Doug Lemov, New York City;
Widening Advancements for

Youth Academy, Flint, a branch of
an existing academy in Detroit that
focuses on a project-based, blended
learning community that engages
students through personalized
learning and inquiry-based, student
centric projects in grades 7-12.
Another WAY Academy is expect-
ed to open next year in Lansing.
LSSU’s first U.P. charter school,

the DeTour Arts and Technology
Academy, is a public school acade-
my offering grades K-8 originally
authorized by the DeTour School
District school board. With its
LSSU affiliation, the school will be
able to become a partner with more
U.P. intermediate school districts to
operate as a K-12 district with a
blended-learning high school
through various locations in the
U.P. 
The school will be governed by

a U.P. Blended Academy Advisory
Board, comprising representatives
from participating ISDs, local edu-
cation authorities and agencies, and
will contract with DeTour Area
Schools as its educational service
provider.
Oshelski said this academy rep-

resents a unique level of coopera-
tion among local school districts
and intermediate school districts in
northern Michigan and LSSU,
focusing on the natural resource
assets to provide project-based
learning experiences. 
Projected initial enrollment is

200 students.
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The Most Complete Liquor Store In The Area!
* OVER 200 DIFFERENT BEERS IN STOCK
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Our promise is to treat you the way a customer should be treated. When you shop Soo
Corner Store, you will be greeted with a smile, a friendly hello, and the knowledge that your
business is truly appreciated.

204 E. PORTAGE STREET                                         SAULT, MI                                               906-632-7672
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906-643-8040
Toll Free:
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Hours:  Mon-Fri 8 am - 5:30 pm Drive one.

2008 Ford F-150 Crew Cab
4x4, XLT, 5.4 V-8 Engine, Flareside Box,
Fiberglass Tonneau Cover, Sync Phone
System, Trailer Tow Package, Captains
Chairs, 48,000 Miles             $24,995

QUICK N’ CLEAN
Real Durable Oi l

Oil Change & Car Wash
Located on the I-75 Bus. Spur
Monday- Friday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: Lube 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
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906-635-9355

LSSU moves forward on project, presidential search

SAULT STE. MARIE — Improving the down-
town façade is in the sights of the Downtown
Development Authority of Sault Ste. Marie, who
recently sought the help of Michigan State
University for the project. 
Students in architectural design met with city

officials in the initial stages to learn more about
what is needed downtown. The city was one of only
five in the state to receive grant assistance for the
planning stages of improving the Moloney’s Alley
area of downtown, which runs from the site of the
former Soo Co-op Grocery Store to the corner where
the China Cate restaurant currently sits.  A total of
33 cities had submitted proposals to the program.
On Jan. 26, after months of design and consulta-

tion, students presented their ideas to a roomful of
people at the Ojibway Hotel, seeking feedback from
residents and businesses about the proposed
changes. 
Two concepts were presented and are being

mulled over, although both look to draw tourism into
the region with open spaces and walkways through

the area and capitalize upon the adjacent location of
the Soo Locks Park. Both concepts have common
design elements and hope to make the downtown area
more of an economic driver for the city by providing
entertainment spaces, shopping, and improving the
overall visual appeal of the neighborhood.  While there
was much discussion of bringing in a large “anchor”
business to attract consumers, no businesses were men-
tioned.
Concept A was dubbed the “Rapids/Islands Concept,”

which entailed a splash pad, ice skating, fountains and
limited traffic flow through the space. Concept B, “The
Village by the Locks,” calls for more room for festivals,
carnivals, open green space, and newer buildings. 
One issue that may face both proposals is their elimi-

nation of a significant amount of parking in the down-
town area. Many consumers utilize the Moloney’s Alley
area to park when they are visiting local food and bever-
age establishments. Both designs call to decrease the
amount of parking spaces and increase the amount of
green space. 
The final draft of the proposal will be released in

April with opportunities to comment on the final propos-
al being offered to the public in the early summer
months.

DDA discusses vision for downtown project
By Shannon Jones

Bay Mills News

SOUTH HALL OVERHAUL — LSSU is still working to fund the
$15 million South Hall renovation; their share of the project must raise
$3 million. The two-phase project will renovate the existing 32,000 sq.
ft. building with new classrooms and offices while retaining the flavor of
the original Fort Brady brick exterior.



By Kyle Campbell
Capital News Service

LANSING — In an effort to save
money in one of Michigan’s most cost-
ly departments, correctional facilities
throughout the state are considering
increasing shifts from eight hours to 12
hours, a concept that’s being met with
mixed reactions.
Two prisons are giving the two-shift

system a trial run: Muskegon
Correctional Facility, which has had 12-
hour shifts since it reopened last fall,
and Newberry Correctional Facility.
The issue is under discussion at sev-

eral other prisons.
Correctional officers at Newberry

voted to accept the administration’s pro-
posal to test 12-hour shifts on Jan. 15,
said Kris Kangas, president of the
Newberry chapter of the Michigan
Corrections Organization, the union
representing the guards.
The final details of the agreement

still are being worked out, but Kangas
predicted the switchover will take place
by spring, something not all his
coworkers look forward to.
“Our bylaws say a simple majority

is needed to accept a motion, and this
motion only passed by six votes,” he
said. “It’s a very hot topic amongst the
staff.”
The state has 31 correctional facili-

ties and about 42,900 inmates, a sub-
stantial decline from a decade ago.
Since 2005, the state has closed 20
camps and facilities, and since 2007 the
number of inmates has dropped by
more than 8,500.
Elimination of the third shift, also

known as the “midnight shift” is

expected to save each participating
facility between $600,000 and
$800,000 per year, Department of
Corrections public information officer
Russ Marlan said.
The department’s budget for fiscal

2012-13 is more than $2 billion —
down about 0.7 percent from the previ-
ous year, according the House Fiscal
Agency. There are 14,695 positions
funded through September, down 874
from 2011-12, according to the depart-
ment.
Having one less shift will allow

facilities to reduce their staff through
attrition, Marlan said, adding that the
measure will give each employee an
additional 70 or more days off each
year.
“It’s substantial savings for us and I

think what makes it so appealing is that
a majority of employees enjoy it,” he
said. “It gives them more time off with
their family.”
Mel Greishaber, executive director

of the Michigan Corrections
Organization, said the union is using the
trial periods to examine how much sav-
ings could come from the two-shift sys-
tem and, more specifically, how the
savings could help increase staffing.
“Our main concern for any facility is

staffing,” Greishaber said. “For a cor-
rectional officer, staffing equates to
safety, and anytime we’re short-staffed
were concerned, we’re worried. So we
want to look at things like that, how’s
staffing going to be affected.”
Muskegon was the pioneer in the

state, implementing 12-hour shifts
when it reopened Oct. 8, 2012 after
being closed for more than a year.
The department’s administration

likes the concept, Marlan said, but
because of labor contracts, it cannot
implement it everywhere. Staff at each
facility must express significant interest
in the change to the union’s state board,
which can then allow a vote among its
members, Greishaber said.
Kangas said while the deal likely

will allow each officer to have every
other weekend off, it also will push
hours worked up to 84 hours in a pay
period and possibly make overtime pay
a thing of the past.

Under normal circumstances, cor-
rectional officers have cycling days off,
meaning it could take five or six weeks
before an officer has a weekend off,
Greishaber said. With the 12-hour shift
system, officers work two or three days,
then have two or three days off, result-
ing in a free weekend about every other
week.
Ultimately, the decision to accept

the agreement comes down to a matter
of personal preferences among the staff,
Kangas said.
“We have a lot of officers that are

concerned about their families. A 12-
hour shift is going to make it difficult to
make basketball games and other
events,” he said. “In fairness, it’s a little
bit of mixed emotions.”
Newberry employs about 140 cor-

rectional officers — paid between
$15.84 and $24.27 hourly — most of
whom live within about 30 miles of the
facility, Kangas said. However some
commute as long as an hour each way,
he added.
Corrections officers still will be lim-

ited to one 30-minute paid break per
shift, which Kangas said could con-
tribute to fatigue and exhaustion.
A 2011 study from the Police

Foundation compared the effects of
eight- 10- and 12-hour shifts on police
officers and concluded 10-hour shifts to
be optimal in terms of saving costs
while maintaining officer alertness.
The study, which examined police

officers from Detroit and Arlington,
Tex., did not look at correctional offi-
cers, but Marlan said the responsibilities
of the two fields are comparable.
According to the study, officers

working 10-hour shifts reported the
most sleep. Although those who
worked 12-hour shifts did not report
significant impacts on their job per-
formance, safety, health or family life,
sleepiness and lack of alertness created
more problems.
Correctional officers at Baraga

Correctional Facility also debated the
two-shift proposal and voted against it
Jan. 15.
Marlan said the change to 12-hour

shifts would not result in layoffs in the
foreseeable future.

By Brenda Austin
Win Awenen Nisitotung
SAULT STE. MARIE —

Michigan native and California resi-
dent T. Lindsey Haskin is a documen-
tary filmmaker who is working on
two projects involving the Great
Lakes and area tribes. 
Haskin made a documentary a

number of years ago titled,
“Freshwater Seas: The Great Lakes,”
a two-hour program that aired on
public television about environmental
issues and tracking the relationship
between people and the Great Lakes
ecosystem. Now he’s aiming to tell
the story in, “Scales of Justice,” about
the struggle in the mid-’70s and early
’80s between the federal government
and the state of Michigan over tribal
treaty fishing rights.
Haskin said as he learns about the

U.S. v. Michigan struggle, he has
come to realize there is a lack of
understanding about the significant
changes caused by the case. “To me,
it’s an amazing story that is very sig-
nificant and consequential; a mile-
stone U.S. federal case that opened

the door for bigger things for tribal
communities afterwards. It was the
first time the U.S. government was on
the side of tribal communities in a
treaty rights case,” he said. “Tribal
communities won and fishing rights
were affirmed and it was a win in fed-
eral court that tribal communities
were able to build on — including
other federal court cases that led to
the Indian Gaming Rights Act.”
Haskin grew up in the suburbs of

Detroit and spent time as a child and
young adult with his family in their
cabin north of Sault Ste. Marie,
Ontario, Canada. It was there and
near his home in Berkley that he
learned how to hunt, fish and boat and
where he developed an affinity for
nature and water. 
“Growing up in a region which

has the greatest amount of surface
fresh water in the world has given me
a keen awareness of the uniqueness of
the Great Lakes. There are incredible
stories that need to be told. I came to
realize how little is known or appreci-
ated about the Great Lakes region
both in the U.S. and around the

world,” he said.
He is also in the early stages of

another idea he hopes to put into
words and capture on film on the
most talked-about issue facing the
Great Lakes right now — invasive
species. “Invasive species are a real
significant issue for tribal fishermen,”
he said. “When I was working on
‘Scales of Justice,’ I sat down with
Tom Gorenflo [Inter-Tribal Fisheries
and Assessment Program director]
and he felt the time was right to start
talking about invasive species. One of
those is the Asian carp, which has
become more significant and deci-
sions are being made to potentially
block the Chicago River to keep the
carp from entering the Great Lakes
through the Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal. Invasive plants have also
become a huge story, especially in the
lower Great Lakes. Invasive species
are also making an impact on the food
chain,” he said.
Haskin said invasive species are

one of the big challenges being con-
fronted as part of Great Lakes restora-
tion work being funded by the feder-
al government. 
Area tribes have been very help-

ful, he said, in telling their stories and
putting him in touch with the right
resources and people. “Bay Mills
Indian Community was the first tribe
I worked with on my first film,”
Haskin said. “Their Tribal Chairman,
Kurt Perron, has been supportive and
Attorney Candy Tierney was
involved in the U.S. v. Michigan case
and has been a great source of infor-
mation,” he said. “People at the
Grand Traverse Tribe have been very
helpful. Hank Bailey has been help-
ing me, as has their attorney Bill
Rastetter who was involved in the
case and I have a nice letter of support
from the tribal chairman. Aaron
Payment, chairperson at the Sault
Tribe, was kind enough to have a res-
olution of support passed and has
been very helpful as well. L. John

Lufkins from the Inter-Tribal Council
of Michigan sent me a nice letter of
support. I also got to know Tom
Gorenflo and Mark Eberner at the
Chippewa Ottawa Resource
Authority, who were very helpful as
well.” 
Haskin said the people at CORA

have been kind enough to consider
giving him some development sup-
port for the “Scales of Justice.”
Gorenflo said he believes the

“Scales of Justice” will be a great
tool. “We have run into user conflicts
with the sport fishermen versus com-
mercial tribal fishermen. We have a
renegotiation of the Great Lakes
Decree coming up — the current one
expires in 2020. That seems like a
long time away, but we will be talking
about it in 2017 and start gearing up
for it in 2016. The ‘Scales of Justice’
is the kind of PR tool that was always
lacking before,” he said.
In developing the story behind

“Scales of Justice,” Haskin said he is
focusing on the original U.S. v.
Michigan litigation, which involved
Bay Mills, Sault Tribe and Grand
Traverse Band. “The consent decree
governing Great Lakes tribal fishing
continues to be reviewed and
revised,” he said. “Prior to the 2000
revision, two additional treaty area
tribes, the Little Traverse Bay Band
of Odawa Indians and the Little River
Band of Ottawa Indians, were feder-
ally recognized [1994], joined the suit
and participated in the 2000 renegoti-
ation. Much has changed in the Great
Lakes region since litigation of U.S.
v. Michigan came to a close.”
As the story behind the “Scales of

Justice” develops, he will be reaching
out to other tribes to tell the story of
what has taken place since those tur-
bulent times.  “It’s about the history
and some really amazing people—on
both sides of the case—who stood up
for something and just wouldn’t take
no for an answer,” Haskin said. “It’s a
story of tenacity and is a very inspir-

ing tale — and a very American tale.
People fought a very tough fight and
hung in there and ended up being val-
idated.”
As for the invasive species project,

Haskin said, “That project — with a
working title of ‘Great Again’ — got
its start about three months ago. We
are developing story lines and just
getting started with that one.”
Haskin is asking for the public’s

help with the tribal fishing rights proj-
ect.  He hopes to find old home
movies or photos from the ’70s and
’80s, or earlier, depicting the change
that was taking place in tribal com-
munities in the U.P. “A lot of the old
pictures and videos are still in peo-
ple’s hands as opposed to any kind of
central repository,” he said. “If there
are people in the communities who
have pictures from when those treaty
rights struggles were going on that
show what life was like in tribal com-
munities at that time I would love the
opportunity to see and perhaps scan
them. One of the stories I heard was
about the drive-in bingo games that
Abe LeBlanc ran in Bay Mills, but we
can’t find any photos of that.”
If you have old pictures, home

movies, or videos you would like to
share, contact T. Lindsey Haskin at:
lh@cinegroup.org or by calling 619-
985-8605.
Haskin has been a professional

director, writer and producer since
1982. He received his undergraduate
education at the University of
Michigan and the University of
California at Berkley. He founded
CineGroup in 1986, a company spe-
cializing in educational and docu-
mentary films. As an independent
producer, he has worked on more
than 100 programs exploring topics
such as environmental issues, defense
technologies, finance, energy, medi-
cine and industry, according to his
website. For more infor-
mation, visit:
www.freshwaterseas.org.

History of tribal treaty fishing rights struggle portrayed in film
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Longer shifts being tested out at state prisons



By Jeff Hagan
EUP Regional Planning

SAULT STE. MARIE —  When
European explorers first came to
the Lake Superior region back in
the 1600’s, they encountered a
pristine river and roaring rapids
where the water from the big lake
flowed through numerous small
islands on its way to Lake Huron. 
For the Anishinaabe ancestors

of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe, Bay
Mills Indian Community,
Batchewana First Nation and
Garden River First Nation, the
rapids provided an incredible fish-
ery that sustained them throughout
the year. So great was the supply of
whitefish in the cold, clear rapids
that other bands of Natives would
come here in the summer from
great distances to rendezvous in
this place known as Bahwating.
The shallow, fast-flowing water

of the rapids was the perfect habi-
tat for many species of fish that
require such conditions for their
eggs to develop. Newly hatched fry
would be swept down the rapids
into calm areas ringed by wetlands
that provided food and hiding
places for the tiny fish to develop.
In the past 150 years however,

development of hydroelectric
plants, the locks for shipping navi-
gation and the construction of com-

pensating gates have led to the
destruction of most of the remain-
ing rapids in the St. Mary’s River. 
Today, more than 90 percent of

the water flowing from Lake
Superior is diverted around the
rapids to the hydroelectric plants
for generation of electricity.
Pollution and destruction of the
remaining wetlands associated
with the big rapids also depleted
populations of fish in the upper
river.
The big rapids that we associate

with the locks and International
Bridge were not the only rapids in
the river. The “Little Rapids” were
located between Sugar Island and
what is now Rotary Park in Sault,
Michigan. These smaller rapids
were mostly destroyed when
dredging for navigation and con-
struction of the causeway leading
from the ferry dock greatly reduced
the flow in that area. 
From 1928 until about 1960

there were three cuts, each about
30 feet wide, in the Sugar Island
ferry causeway. These openings,
which allowed water to flow from
the north side to the south side of
the causeway, had bridges across
them for traffic. The openings were
plugged in about 1960, replaced by
the two culverts still there today,
which allow for a much reduced
flow.

The current project being man-
aged by the Eastern U.P. Planning
and Development Commission, is
funded by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
through the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative. The GLRI is a program to
implement a comprehensive restora-
tion strategy for the Great Lakes,
guided by a task force of 11 federal
agencies, which developed a
detailed action plan to implement
the Initiative. 
The action plan covers fiscal

years 2010 through 2014 and
addresses five urgent issues:
Cleaning up toxics and Areas of
Concern, combating invasive
species, promoting nearshore health
by protecting watersheds from pol-
luted runoff, restoring wetlands and
other habitats and tracking progress
and working with strategic partners.
The project is evaluating the fea-

sibility of restoring the Little Rapids
to potentially gain back some of the
prime fish spawning habitat that was
lost by destruction of the big rapids.
This is the first phase of this project
in order to determine the feasibility
and provide recommendations for
potential on the ground restoration.
Project goals include:
• Hydrologic reconnection: By

supplementing the existing under-
sized culverts along the causeway
between Sugar Island ferry and

Sugar Island with more appropriate
structures, water flow will increase
and flow will be restored to an esti-
mated 10 to 25 acres of rapids habi-
tat in the St. Mary’s River, providing
habitat for a variety of fish and other
wetland-dependent fauna.
• Fish habitat: The project will

improve an estimated 10 to 25 acres
of foraging, spawning, and nursery
habitat for a wide variety of fish
species. In particular, this project
will be designed to benefit fish
species such as walleye and white-
fish to needed rapids habitat, which
is especially important as these
species have declined in the St.
Mary’s River, due, in part, to a loss
of rapids.
• Great Lakes Area of Concern

Habitat and Population Restoration:
By increasing flow to the Little
Rapids, this project will address the
loss of fish and wildlife habitat by
restoring an estimated 10 to 25 acres
of rapids habitat for aquatic species
that depend on the river for all or
part of their life cycle. This is an
important step in the delisting of the

St. Mary’s River as an Area of
Concern.
Several options for design are

being studied right now and input
from the community, including
Sugar Island Township residents,
has been sought through several
public meetings at the Township
Hall and Lake Superior State
University. 
Residents and interested stake-

holders can view the various design
options, which are on display at the
Sugar Island Community Center,
and provide feedback, or can visit
the EUP Regional Planning project
website at: http://eup-
planning.org/current-projects/little-
rapids-noaa-project. 
Information and project updates will
continue to be posted in the Sugar
Island Quacker and in local newspa-
pers to get project information out to
Island residents. The project is look-
ing at the feasibility to restore flow
to the Little Rapids by replacing the
small, inadequate culverts beneath
the causeway by the ferry dock
with larger culverts.
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Little Rapids Project will help restore river fishery

Campground
hosts needed for

Lime Island
The Department of Natural

Resources is currently recruiting
outdoor recreation enthusiasts
looking for a unique opportunity
to challenge their skills. The DNR
is seeking volunteer campground
hosts for its Lime Island State
Recreation Area. The 980-acre
island, one of the newest recre-
ation areas in Michigan’s state
park system, is situated in the St.
Mary’s River Navigation Channel
some three miles offshore of the
eastern end of Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula.
The island offers rental cabins,

platform tent sites, a small harbor
of refuge, historical structures and
boating access. Hosts for Lime
Island must use their own boat to
travel to and from the island.
Hosts are expected to provide

30 hours of service per week,
including weekends and holidays,
and are required to live on the
island a minimum of four consec-
utive weeks at a time during the
summer season, which runs
between the end of May and early
September. During their weeks of
service, hosts can choose to live
in the island’s host cabin or have
their camping fees waived.
Lime Island hosts greet arriv-

ing visitors and answer questions
about the island that once housed
a small settlement. In addition,
they are required to arrange
campground activities and possi-
bly perform some light mainte-
nance. 
Public use of motorized vehi-

cles is not allowed on the island;
however, hosts have access to an
all-terrain vehicle while on the
island.
When not working, hosts can

enjoy fishing or watching the
large freighters churn past the
island as they make their way
through the Great Lakes. The
island offers many trails to
explore and a beach is within
close proximity to the host cabin.
Hosts must be at least 18 years
old and can apply individually or
as couples.
For more information about

serving as a host at Lime Island
State Recreation Area, contact
Straits State Park, 906-643-8620,
or Miguel Rodriguez, 517-241-
4129.

As part of an initiative to update maps of deer wintering complex-
es (also known as “deer yards”) in the Upper Peninsula, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources is seeking help from the public to
identify locations where deer are concentrating this winter.
During the snowy winter months, deer in some areas of the Upper

Peninsula traditionally migrate to areas that possess an abundance of
conifer trees, especially cedar and hemlock. Cedar and hemlock pro-
vide an excellent source of food, while their branches intercept snow
and serve to shelter deer from deep snowfall.
The reduced snow depth in deer yards results in deer expending

less energy moving between feeding and shelter areas. In addition, the
conifer cover acts to insulate the deer by reducing wind movement
and providing higher nighttime temperatures. Because deer have a
more restricted and lower quality diet in the winter compared to other
times of the year, it is imperative that they find ways to conserve ener-
gy stores.
“We are updating our maps of where deer are spending their time

during the winter. This is an effort to ensure wildlife biologists and
foresters have the best available information when making decisions
about conservation and sustainable management of deer wintering
complexes,” said DNR wildlife biologist Bob Doepker.
DNR field staff will be verifying the presence of deer and clarify-

ing the deer wintering complex boundaries during the winter months.
Assistance from the public in providing the locations where deer con-
centrate in the winter will dramatically increase the number of loca-
tions that can be checked by field staff to refine deer wintering com-
plex boundaries.
Deer observation forms can be downloaded from the DNR’s web-

site by going to www.michigan.gov/deer and clicking on the “Upper
Peninsula Winter Deer Observations” link. Hardcopies are also avail-
able at DNR offices in the Upper Peninsula. For office locations, visit
www.michigan.gov/contactdnr.
Completed observation forms should be returned to: Michigan

DNR, Wildlife Division, Norway Field Office, 520 W. US Hwy. 2,
Norway, MI 49870.
For more information about the project, contact Bob Doepker or

Steve Carson at 906-563-9247.

DNR seeks public help in
mapping winter deer yards

KINROSS — Kinross Charter Township and Building a Healthier
Community Coalition is working with the EUP Regional Planning and
Development Commission to draft a plan for sidewalk repair and con-
struction, crosswalk improvements, bike lane improvements, and non-
motorized trails and paths.  
This project is made possible through funding by the Sault Tribe

Community Transformation Grant Project. 
The overall purpose of the Kinross Charter Township Non-

Motorized Transportation Plan is to document the vision of the people
to make the community a place where citizens of every age can safely
bike or walk and to entice more people to the area by creating a desti-
nation that promotes active lifestyles. 
An on-line survey and map editing tool has been made available for

easy public input until Feb. 28.  Hard copies of the survey can also be
picked up at the Township Offices, Recreation Center and at various
businesses around the community.  A link to the survey and online map
editing tool can be found on the Township website at www.kinross.net.  
The public is invited to attend an event to be held at the Township

Offices, 4884 Curtis St., on Tuesday, April 9 from 4 to 6 p.m. where
those who attend will see the progress to date, survey results and have
an opportunity to view maps, provide input and talk with community
planners.  The project is expected to be completed in June.  

Kinross residents being asked to
participate in an online survey



By Matthew Hall 
Great Lakes Echo

The shaping of the Great Lakes’
geographic, economic and cultural
history by ice is revealed in a doc-
umentary set to be finished in late
April.
“Producers of Project: Ice” used

high-definition cameras to capture
spectacular scenes of ice on the
lakes as well as intimate portraits of
residents’ connection to the won-
ders of winter, said Bill Kleinert,
executive producer and director for
the film.
“‘Ice’ has been involved in so

many aspects of the Great Lakes,
right from its original creation from
glaciation, on through the present
and the development of its culture,
economy, shipping, navigation and
commerce,” Kleinert said.

The Cleveland native began the
project two years ago to document
the historic car ferries on the Straits
of Mackinac. But it evolved into
something bigger and more illus-
trative of the entire Great Lakes
region, he said.
“I went to college with people

who have never been (to the Great
Lakes), don’t know what they’re
about, don’t really care to know,”
said the film’s editor Kevin Kusina.
“I wanted to open people’s eyes,

quite literally, on this…spectacular
place, a beautiful area worth saving
on many levels and worth coming
to see — the whole
Michigan/Midwest way of life that
is so much more different from the
East coast.”
Dogsledding, ice climbing,

wind surfing, winter tourism and
ice fishing are just the tip of the ice-

berg in this film.
“Ice” also impacts the region’s

economy, in ways large and small,
Kleinert said. The film depicts
commerce brought to the states
through the Soo Locks by 1,000-
foot commercial vessels like the
Paul R. Tregurtha, flagship of the
Interlake Steamship Co.
It features ice-breaking boats

like the U.S. Coast Guard’s
Mackinaw, which makes routes
through ice-clogged shipping lanes
to enable that trade.
But it also shows small impacts,

like that of the ice bridge connect-
ing St. Ignace, Mich. to Mackinac
Island. Snowmobilers and other
tourists have crossed the bridge for
generations as a long-standing tra-
dition.
“When they deem it’s

safe…they (do) what they call
‘brush the trail,’ which is where
they take old Christmas trees and
they stick them in the ice every, I
don’t know, 100 feet or 200 feet,
and mark a trail that they deem to
be a safe path,” Kleinert said.
“One of the things that’s surpris-

ing is how much of the historical
tradition is still alive today in social
practice in various parts of the
region,” said Althea Middleton-
Detzner, the post-production coor-
dinator the film. “It’s really cool to
see…those practices being carried
on today.”
Such traditions may be endan-

gered by climate change, Kleinert
said.
“As our interviews

evolved…we began hearing people
from all walks of life mention cli-
mate change to us.”
The film’s adviser on climate

science is Henry Pollack, a geo-
physicist at the University of
Michigan who shares the 2007
Nobel Peace Prize award with for-
mer Vice President Al Gore.
Pollack wrote “A World Without

Ice” and got the international
award for his work on the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, a United Nations
body commissioned to investigate
climate change. He is featured in

two of the film’s 25 interviews.
But the film isn’t just about sci-

ence.
Other interviews are with mem-

bers of a family that uses ice fish-
ing as a bonding experience.
“There have been many places

where ice has not formed now and
that has disrupted otherwise normal
cultural heritage and ability to get
out and enjoy the lakes in winter,”
Kleinert said.
Another scene features ice

climbing at Pictured Rocks
National Lakeshore in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula.
“We had the good fortune to be

invited with one of the top ice
climbers in the world to go and see
how the sport works and it was
really, really fascinating,” he said. 
Kusina got footage by climbing

a cliff himself. Most camera opera-
tors would be reluctant to scale an
ice-covered cliff with $150,000
worth of equipment
“It was great,” Kusina said. “I

got to use some of my old boy
scout skills.”

Most of the production crew
grew up in the Great Lakes region
enjoying what the icy season
offers, said Kleinert. 
“It can be a truly beautiful and

spectacular place to experience in
the winter. Unfortunately I think
that there are many residents of the
Great Lakes basin, about roughly
40 million residents…and many of
them have never experienced these
aspects of winter. So we hope this
will introduce some people…to
things that are available to them
right in their back yard.”
The producers have completed

filming and are working with the
Emmy-award-winning PixelDust
studios in preparing animations for
the film. 
They are targeting a “pretty

major” location right on the Great
Lakes for its world premier,
according to Kleinert, but would
not disclose where.
The project is funded by

Tillinghast Reid WorldWide, a
Washington, D.C.-based produc-
tion company.
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Documentary examines Great Lakes through an icy lens

By Michael Gerstein
Capital News Service

LANSING — Drug traffickers
have been conducting business
deep within the lush canopy of
Michigan’s forests since at least
2008. But after five years of eradi-
cation efforts, law enforcement
agencies say the problem is show-
ing no signs of going away.
The Hiawatha National Forest

website flashes a brief message in
the corner of the screen: “Keep
safe: Marijuana grow sites. Be
observant.” There’s a short descrip-
tion of trafficking campsites, and a
request that forest users report sus-
picious activity.
Hiawatha National Forest

Supervisor Jo Reyer said that
“while it’s unlikely visitors will
come across this kind of activity,
we also want to make sure that
hunters, hikers, campers and other
recreationists know how to stay
safe.”
Detective Lt. David Peltomaa,

who oversaw the State Police mar-
ijuana eradication program for 10
years before being reassigned to his
current post in Ann Arbor, said he
suspects that less than half of the
operations are discovered. 
In 2008, one of the biggest out-

door grow years for Michigan,
more than 50,000 plants were
seized by law enforcement agen-
cies. More than 45,000 were seized
in 2011. And last year the figure
was just under 40,000 plants,
according to the Drug Enforcement
Administration.
The statistics do not break down

seizures by federal, state, local and
private land ownership.
The number of eradicated plants

often fluctuates by several thou-
sand from year to year, but that
number has spiked substantially
since the early 2000s, and held rel-
atively steady since 2008, accord-
ing to public information officer
Rich Isaacson for the DEA’s
Detroit division.
“Every year there’s hundreds of

outdoor plots — marijuana plots —
that are located across the state.
And sometimes those are going to
be very small amounts, or some will
be larger amounts,” he said. “It’s
definitely not waning.”
Prior to 2005, marijuana grown

on public land was seldom heard of
in Michigan. Southwestern states
like California always had many
more busts.
Some law enforcement officials

say it’s a problem that’s here to stay.
“I think it’s a trend because it’s

not really something that we’ve
seen before the last few years,” said
State Police Detective Lt. Ken
Mills, who works on a multi-juris-
dictional drug trafficking preven-

tion team.
His Northern Michigan team —

Straits Area Narcotics Enforcement
— investigates drug activity in
Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Chippewa,
Emmet, Mackinac and Otsego
counties.
With forests sprawling for mil-

lions of acres, law enforcement
agencies have trouble finding and
busting hard-to-spot pot production
sites. 
Helicopters are minimally effec-

tive unless pilots already know
where to look. The plants naturally
blend in with surrounding foliage,
often to be discovered by recre-
ational forest users.
Nearly all of the grow sites in

Michigan were discovered by hik-
ers and hunters rather than law
enforcement, and experts like
Peltomaa said they’re worried that
unsuspecting citizens could be
harmed by traffickers, though that
hasn’t happened yet.
The problem started to prolifer-

ate after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, said Creig Grey with the
Department of Natural Resources,
which manages the state’s forests,
parks and recreation areas.
It became increasingly difficult

to transport large loads of marijuana
across the U.S. border, so cartels
from Mexico changed their busi-
ness plan, Grey said, moving pro-
duction closer to their distribution
centers. Experts say that’s only one
factor among many.
But the cartels typically only

grow large-scale plots. Many of the
plants recorded in DEA data also
came from smaller plots scattered
across the state.
Heather Luebs, the Upper

Peninsula Substance Enforcement
Team’s administrative assistant
with the State Police, said much
marijuana is grown in Michigan,
but not in the U.P, which borders
Wisconsin.
Wisconsin has had more prob-

lems than Michigan with drug car-
tels growing on public land, though
authorities say they don’t know
why.
A recent 8,000-plant bust in

Wisconsin’s Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest was the latest big
one, with $8 million worth of mari-
juana seized. 
Authorities say Wisconsin’s car-

tel troubles are more substantive
than Michigan’s, though it is still a
pressing issue here.
Investigators like Peltomaa say

they think a combination of drug
education and harsher punishments
might help discourage growers
from picking Michigan as their
farm site. 
“You’ll never stop them, but

maybe we can make them go else-
where.”

Pot woes well hidden
in Michigan forests

Volunteer as a 
lighthouse keeper for
a unique experience

The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources  is offering a
fresh idea in vacation destinations.
The DNR is seeking volunteers to
spend a week or two between
March 1 and Dec. 20 acting as
lighthouse keepers for the Tawas
Point Lighthouse during the 2013
lighthouse keeper season. The
lighthouse is located on the
grounds of Tawas Point State Park
along the shores of Lake Huron in
East Tawas.
Volunteers must be willing to

study up on the lighthouse’s rich
maritime history in order to lead
visitor tours, work in the muse-
um’s gift shop or perform other
miscellaneous duties. In exchange
for their work contribution, volun-
teers can stay in the newly reno-
vated keeper’s quarters for a cost
of $250 per person, per week. The
living quarters include two bed-
rooms and a modern kitchen and
bath.
The chance to enjoy spectacu-

lar views and the unique lodging
has enticed vacationers to seek out
the experience. 
The lighthouse keeper program

is open to singles and couples 18
years and older. Allen suggested
that volunteers should be physical-
ly able to lead tours through the
lighthouse and tower and perform
housekeeping duties such as light
maintenance or lawn care. 
Applications can be obtained at

www.michigan.gov/tawaslight-
house. Dates and prices are effec-
tive through 2013. For details, call
989-362-5658.
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Announcements
Boys & Girls Club update

Monday, Mar. 4 to Wednesday,
Mar. 20: Waishkey gym will be
closed for renovations.

Wednesday, Mar. 13:
Community meeting to discuss
substance abuse prevention pro-
grams at 5:30 p.m. at the Waishkey
Center.

Tuesday, Apr. 9: Presentation by
Mark Rudolph from 5 to 7 p.m. at
the Waishkey Center. Visit
www.promise2ryan.com or
www.familiesagainst narcotics.org
for more information.

To learn more about Boys &
Girls Club, call Sandy Walden at
906-248-8575.

Veggie dinner planned
A vegetarian-vegan, vegan-

gluten-free dinner club will be held
March 10 from 2 to 4 p.m. at the
Seventh Day Adventist Church,
located at the corner of Easterday
and Lyon in Sault Ste. Marie.
Please RSVP to Charmaine at 906-
248-3763. The group meets the
second Sunday of every month so
mark your calendars for future
events.

Community Health events
Thursday, March 21: Foot clinic

at the Senior Center from 1:30 to
3:30 p.m. Also Senior Bingo from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Senior
Center.

Please note that Bay Mills

Health Clinic will be closed for
Good Friday, March 29.

Yooper-time in Florida
The Michigan Upper Peninsula

Club of Florida is having their 27th
annual picnic on Sunday, March 3
at Wickham Park in Melbourne,
Fla., located on Parkway Drive
between US-1 and Wickham Road.
Registration begins at 12 p.m. and
cost is $5 per person. Participants
are asked to bring a covered dish to
pass that serves six to eight people
as well as beverages for your party.
Lunch will start at 1 p.m. with pho-
tos and drawings for door prizes
following. For more information,
call Mary Jo Strah at 321-242-7254
or Virginia Hartselle at 321-632-
1975 or write to Michigan Upper
Peninsula Club, 3050 Sweet Pine
Drive, Melbourne FL 32935.

Point Iroquois Lighthouse
update

Point Iroquois Lighthouse will
welcome new caretakers in early
March. David Zier will be return-
ing to his early childhood home,
along with his wife, Donna. The
lighthouse committee is seeking
any information on early days of
the area, especially any historical
information about Point Iroquois.
Please call Gail at 906-437-5272
with any information.

Point Iroquois Lighthouse will
host book signings by visiting

authors during the summer with
dates and authors to be announced
later. Lighthouse staff is also plan-
ning some children’s programs for
the summer.

Winter hours are Saturdays only,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Organizer found
Sometime between Jan. 7 and

Jan. 17, an organizer containing a
variety of Nintendo DS games was
left at the Bay Mills Health Center.
To claim this item, the owner must
be able to describe the organizer
and contents. Call Audrey Breakie
at 906-248-8327.

Poetry Café at Bayliss
On Tuesday, Feb. 26, Superior

Poetry Café will present “An
Exploration of the Poetry of Emily
Dickinson and T.S Eliot” at Bayliss
Public Library, with Dr. Diana
Pingatore and Jillena Rose, Lake
Superior State University English
professors. An open mic will fol-
low where the public may share
works by their favorite poets. For
more information, call Bayliss
Library at 906-632-9331. The
library is located at 541 Library
Drive in Sault Ste. Marie.   

Author to speak
Chippewa County Genealogical

Society will be hosting author,
researcher, professor Theresa
Schenck of the University of

Wisconsin at Madison, at Bayliss
Library on March 21, at 7 p.m. 

She has written books on area
Native American history and
genealogy and has done a lot of her

research over the years in the
Steere Room. She is a member of
the Blackfeet Nation of Montana,
but she has a keen interest in this
area.

Bay Mills Public Transportation offered
BAY MILLS — Bay Mills Public Transportation is now providing

rides between Bay Mills and Sault Ste. Marie, Monday through Friday.
Rates are $3 one way, $2 for senior citizens, one way and a $50 punch
card for 20 trips. The Sault Ste. Marie downtown bus stop is located
behind Huntington Bank on Court Street.
Schedule: 
Depart: 6:30 a.m. Bay Mills Resort
7:00 a.m. SSM Downtown Bus Stop
7:14 a.m. SSM JC Penney’s Bus Stop
7:34 a.m. Bay Mills Resort
7:44 a.m. Maintenance Parking Lot
7:50 a.m. BMCC
Depart: 11:15 a.m. BMCC
11:20 a.m. Maintenance Parking Lot
11:30 a.m. Bay Mills Resort
11:55 a.m. SSM JC Penney’s Bus Stop
12:09 p.m. SSM Downtown Bus Stop
12:44 p.m. Bay Mills Resort
12:54 p.m. Kings Club Parking Lot
12:56 p.m. BMCC
Depart: 4:30 p.m. BMCC
4:35 p.m. Maintenance Parking Lot
4:45 p.m. Bay Mills Resort
5:05 p.m. SSM JC Penney’s Bus Stop
5:15 p.m. SSM Downtown Bus Stop
5:45 Bay Mills Resort 

Contact Justin C. Carrick at jckjcarrick@gmail.com or drivers, Shawn
at 906-630-1389 or Billy at 906-630-1390.

Mark your calendar!
Brimley Area Schools will host their annual Pow Wow on March 15 in the gymnasium.

Public is welcome to attend. Watch for updates on www.baymillsnews.com.

BAY MILLS — There are several opportuni-
ties available for students to apply for scholar-
ships and programs. Be sure to check the dead-
line dates and apply in time.

Applications for GRANITE, the Geological
Reasoning And Natives Investigating The Earth
program at Lake Superior State University, are
now being accepted. Application deadline is
March 1, 2013.

LSSU received a three-year grant from the
National Science Foundation to provide career
exploration and preparation activities for Native
American students, which has been extended for
a fourth year. This project promotes the study of
the Earth and career opportunities for minority
students within the geosciences.

LSSU Geology Professor Paul Kelso and the
GRANITE staff have taken students on a two-
week field excursion exploring various sites of
interest to Native Americans in the Black Hills
of South Dakota for the past three summers.
This program targets Native American students
currently in 10th and 11th grades, although stu-
dents in other grades and of other backgrounds

may apply.
This summer’s excursion is tentatively

scheduled for July 10 to 24. Students may
request an application from Stephanie Sabatine
at 906-635-6664 or Paul Kelso at 906-635-2158,
or download forms from the GRANITE website
at http://nac.lssu.edu/geology/main.htm.

Mail completed applications to 650 West
Easterday Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783,
or fax to 906-635-2848 or email to
ssabatine@lsu.edu or pkelso@lssu.edu.

Also at LSSU, the Native American Student
Organization is now accepting nominations for
the outstanding Native American Student
Award. This award is given to a graduating sen-
ior at LSSU who has shown remarkable charac-
ter while attending the university. The deadline
is Friday, March 15, 2013.

Candidates may nominate themselves or be
nominated by a peer. The nomination packets
must include GPA, at least one letter of recom-
mendation explaining why the candidate is an
outstanding student, any activities they partici-
pate in either on or off campus, tribal affiliation

(Canadian students may apply), and a brief let-
ter stating goals after graduation.

Nominations can be hand delivered, mailed
or faxed to LSSU, Attn: Stephanie Sabatine,
Director, Native American Center and Campus
Diversity, 650 West Easterday Avenue, Sault
Ste. Marie MI 49783; phone 906-635-6664 or
fax 906-635-2848.

The annual application is now available for
the National Association of Retired Federal
Employees Scholarship, which is called the Paul
Davis Scholarship after an influential member
of NARFE. Deadline is April 1, 2013.

To apply, students must have a family mem-
ber who is active in a Michigan NARFE chapter.
The applicant may be a child, grandchild or
great-grandchild of an active member. The
scholarship is intended to help students in the
first, second, third or fourth year of college or in
graduate school. Individual scholarships are for
$1,000 and six will be awarded this year. 

To receive an application or for more infor-
mation, contact Ollie Boynton at 906-643-8852
or Edna Henderson at 906-632-7806.

Educational opportunities offered to local students DNR Advisory
Council to meet

Feb. 21
The Department of Natural

Resources’ Eastern Upper
Peninsula Citizens' Advisory
Council will meet Thursday,
Feb. 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
at the Luce Mackinac Alger
Schoolcraft District Health
Department building, located at
14150 Hamilton Lake Rd., in
Newberry.

Agenda items will include:
— DNR Division reports by
staff
— U.P. Deer Advisory Team
update
— Regional state forest man-
agement planning process
update
— Public comment (for public
comment instructions, see
www.michigan.gov/upcac)

The Eastern Upper
Peninsula and Western Upper
Peninsula CACs are designed
to advise the DNR on regional
programs and policies; identi-
fy areas in which the depart-
ment can be more effective
and responsive; and offer
insight and guidance from
members’ own experiences
and constituencies.

The council members rep-
resent a wide variety of natu-
ral resource and recreation
stakeholders and interest
groups. Agenda items are set
by the council members,  and
council recommendations are
forwarded to the DNR for con-
sideration. CAC meetings are
open to the public and include
opportunity for public com-
ment.

If you would like to be con-
sidered as a future CAC mem-
ber, please fill out the applica-
tion form, found on the DNR
website at
www.michigan.gov/upcac,
and fax to 906-228-9441 or
mail to: DNR (Attn: CAC),
1990 US 41 S., Marquette, MI
49855. For more information,
contact DNR Upper Peninsula
Regional Coordinator Stacy
Welling Haughey at 906-228-
6561.

Pair crowned at
Brimley’s

Homecoming game

Have an announcement
you would like to see in
the next issue of Bay

Mills News?

E-mail it us at:
newspaper@bmic.net

ROYALTY CROWNED — Taylor Mills and Jayson Aikens were
named King and Queen at the Brimley Homecoming game on
Friday, Feb. 15. Crown bearers shown with them are Addison Hill,
daughter of John and Kristy Hill, and Trey Lynn, son of Travis
Lynn, Darick Bowen, and Ashley Lothrop. 

Left to right below, Sarah Bryer, Haley Shaw, Taylor Mills, Anna
Carrick, and Alyssa Recla patiently wait to hear who will be
crowned. 

Other members of the court were: Kyle Friez, Alex Bernier, Cory
Menzies, Dakota Bowen, Tanner Parish, Karlly Jerman, Garrett
Schofield, Emily Chartrand, Aaron Carrick and  Alyssa Hyvarinen. 

For more photos, visit www.baymillsnews.com

SHANNON JONES/BAY MILLS NEWS
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